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PURSUANT OF GOVT. OF INDIA FCRA GUIDELINES REGARDING

DONATIONS FROM ABROAD
It is for your kind information that Bank Account No. 0779000100179603 earlier opened in Punjab
National Bank, Mullanpur Garibdas, Distt. S.A.S Nagar (Mohali)-140901 for receiving donation from
foreign countries has been changed with immediate effect. Now, FCRA Saving Bank Account for this
purpose has been opened in State Bank of India as per instructions of Govt. of India. Particulars of
the New Account are given below for online transfer of donation amount:
Name of Account — Vishav Gurmat Roohani Mission Charitable Trust
Account No. — 40227222757, Bank - State Bank of India
Branch - New Delhi Main Branch, 11 Sansad Marg, New Delhi-110001
Swift Code - SBININBB104, IFSC Code - SBINO000691, Branch Code — 00691,
Purpose Code - P1303 (Donations to religious and Charitable Institutions in India)
You are requested that forthwith all donations amounts should be sent to the Trust only
through one of the following banks specified by Govt. of India:
LIST OF CORRESPONDENT BANKS

Australia _ _
1. Commonwealth Bank Of Australia CTBAAU2S United Kingdom
2. Australia And NewZealand Banking Group Ltd 1. Standard Chartered Bank SCBLGB2L
ANZBAU3M 2. Couttsand Company COUTGB22
3. National Australia Bank Ltd NATAAU33 3. National Westminster Bank Plc
4. Westpack Banking Corporation WPACAU2F (NatWestBank)
Canada NWBKGB2L
1. SBI Canada Bank SBINCATX 4. Royal Bank of Scotland Plc RBOSGB2L
2. Canadian Imperial Bank Of Commerce CIBCCATT 9. Barclays Bank PICBARCGB22
3. Bank Of Montreal BOFMCAM?2 6. HSBC Bank Plc MIDLGB22
4. Royal Bank Of Canada ROYCCAT?2 7. Lloyds Bank PlcLOYDGB2L
5. The Toronto Dominion Bank TDOMCATT 8. State Bank of India (UK)Ltd.SBOIGB2L
6. The Bank Of Nova Scotia (SCOTIA BANK) United States
NOSCCATT Germany 1. Fifth Third Bank FTBCUS3C
1. Commerze bank AGCOBADEFF 2. HSBC Bank USA National Association MRMDUS33
2 DZ Bank AG Deutsche Zentral-Genos 3. Deutsche Bank Trust Company Americas BKTRUS33
GENODEFF 4. Wells Fargo Bank National Association WFBIUS6S
3. Uni Credit Bank AGHYVEDEMM 5. Silicon Valley Bank SVBKUS6S
4. Bayerische Landes bank BYLADEMM 6. State Bank of India (California) SBCAUS6L
5. Landes bank Baden Wurttemberg SOLADEST 7. The Bank of New York Mellon IRVTUS3N
6. Norddeutsche Landes bank Girozen trale 8. PNC Bank National Association PNCCUS33
NOLADE2H 9. BOKF National Association BAOKUS44
7 Deutsche Bank AGDEUTDEFF 10. MUFG Union Bank National Association BOFCUS33
8. HSBCT rinkaus & Burkhadt AGTUBDDEDD 11. Bank of America National Association BOFAUS3N
12. Key bank National Association KEYBUS33
o _ taly 13. US Bank National Association USBKUS44
1. Credit Agricolel talia SpACRPPIT2P 14. Citi bank NACITIUS33
2. Inte_zsa S_anpaolo Sp ABCITITMM 15. JP Morgan Chase Bank National Association
3. Unicredit SPAUN(_:RITMM _ _ CHASUS33
4. Bancq Pppolared| Sondrio Societa Cooperativa 16. The Northern Trust Company CNORUS44
perAzioni POSOIT22
5. BPERB anca Sp ABPMOIT22

In case you want to send donations by cheque, please send it to the Trust along with Donor’s ID Proof
& Address Proof at the address : Gurdwara Isher Parkash, Ratwara Sahib, (Near New Chandigarh), P.O Mullanpur
Garibdas, Distt. S.A.S Nagar (Mohali)-140901, Punjab (India)

For any query, please contact Mobile No. 98889-10777. Email id : gurmukh4124@gmail.com
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Discourses on the Beyond (Part - 7)
Chapter - 6
They come near the Lord, but disclose not their secret to anyone
(Sri 108 Sant Ishar Singh Ji Maharaj Rara Sahib)

(Continued from P. 66, issue Nov. 2023)

One of the group was Bhai Kuldip
Singh who after retirement, had become a
property dealer. His wife had prepared a
bed-sheet for Sant Maharaj Ji, which she
wanted to be spread under Sant Maharaj Ji.
By the time, from Reru Sahib we reached
Doraha, it had become dark, but the light of
the moon clearly showed us the way. At
Doraha, I made them drink milk to their
heart’s fill, because I thought that, being
tired, they would not be able to bear further
fatigue. Finally, when we reached Rara
Sahib, it was already time for Sant Maharaj
Ji to reach the congregation. He was very
punctual in going to the congregation. I said,
“Friends! we are late. It is time for Sant
Maharaj Ji to go to the congregation. He is
always very punctual.” But I believed that
he was waiting for us. Parking the bicycles,
as we reached ‘Bhora Sahib’ (underground
room), the Sewadar (attendant) opened the
door. It was already 9 p.m. He said, “Sant
Maharaj Ji is waiting for you.” On hearing
this, all were surprised. He said, “Just wait”.
He took us to the bathroom where a trough
of fresh water was waiting. Hardly had we
removed our trousers, when buckets full of
hot water arrived. Simultaneously mustard
oil also came. “Wash your hands and feet
and come in.” We had just finished with
washing when a bucket of hot milk arrived.
We were surprised thinking that we were
humble persons. Knowing our hidden
thoughts, Sant Maharaj Ji had made

Author By : Sant Waryam Singh Ji
Founder V.GR.M.C.T. Ratwara Sahib
Trandated By : Prof. Beant Singh

arrangements in advance. We went into
Bhora Sahib’, and paid obeisance to Sant
Mabharaj Ji. He at once started speaking. All
our questions were answered. All looked at
one another. Sant Maharaj Ji said, “Today, I
am late for the congregation. If you have any
question, you may ask.” At that moment, I
took out from my pocket the piece of paper
on which I had written the questions. When
I was going to read, Sant Maharaj Ji took the
paper from my hand. After reading it, he
said, “I have already answered these
questions.” In the meantime, pointing
towards Joginder Singh, he said, “Joginder
Singh!” Joginder Singh at once took out the
bed sheet from his bag. Sant Maharaj Ji got
up from his bed and said, “Spread this sheet
on our bed.” All the devotees belonged to
different sects. They included those also
who were harsh critics of Sant Ji also.
Bowing their heads, they said, “Revered sir!
we have taken much of your time. Kindly
pardon us. We have to depart early in the
morning. Kindly grant us your permission
also.” In the meantime, an attendant came.
Sant Maharaj Ji said, “These are office
people. They live in Chandigarh. They are
very delicate and ease-loving. Give them
both mattresses and quilts. Have you made
the arrangements for them?” The attendant
said, “As per your directions, we have
spread paddy straw in the room over which
have been spread mattresses. Quilts have
been placed on each bed.” We were told the
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number of the room. Sant Maharaj Ji left the
room to address the congregation. We were
all feeling surprised that a holy man of such
an exalted state was so unassuming and was
conducting himself quietly.

Similarly, there are many such incidents
in the life of Sant Maharaj Ji. He often said,
“This body’s life is 70 years”, and at the
same time he would add: “Brothers! the
ways of God are known to God alone.”
Saying this he would again put us in
delusion. When he was to give up this
mortal body, he was going to England. I
went to see him. I submitted, “Revered sir!
our congregation have recited one crore
‘Mool mantra’ (Initiatory chant of Jap Ji
Sahib). Kindly tell them how to meditate on
the Name Divine.” At this Sant Maharaj Ji
said, “Bring them to Hapur.” “But the date
of his visit to Hapur was not fixed -
whether it was 17" or 18" of instant”, the
attendant who carried the water vessel, said.
No decision could be made. When, after
paying respects, I was coming out, he called
me and said, “You tell them the method of
practising Divine Name meditation.” I
replied, “True Sovereign! how can a poor
and humble man like me tell the method of
reciting the Name, because, first, all the sins
of the practitioner have to be removed, and
then is he told the method, whether it is
successful and fruitful, or not is the task of
exalted holy men like you. I am as yet very
small and humble on the path of
spirituality.” At that moment, Sant Maharaj
Ji became serious and said, “We can make
one arrangement. Give me your body. Then
I will do whatever needs to be done.” On
hearing this, I could not comprehend
anything. I said only this much: “Revered
sir! my body already belongs to you. My
body, mind and wealth are yours. I am
working in the body only as a trustee. “At

this, Sant Maharaj Ji said, “Then there is no
problem. It is my job - what I do or don’t
do.” T did not understand the earnestness
and significance of these words why Sant
Maharaj Ji had made such an utterance. But
when he passed away in England, one year
I spent weeping and sighing. All my Divine
knowledge and understanding vanished. I
was finding it difficult to bear physical
separation. But as time passed, I came to the
opinion that his body had no doubt
disappeared but it is he who is to do the
task himself. Sant Maharaj Ji knew it very
well that he was to abandon his physical
frame on reaching England, that is, he was
going to pass away. Giani Mohan Singh Ji
‘Azad” has described it in detail. So, only
one thing ought to be said that though he
knew everything, he kept it hidden.
Sometimes, he made such utterances also:
‘Today’s so-called holy men advertise their
spiritual earnings like common harlots.
Making a mustard-seed achievement, they
describe it as a quintal.” Then, he also used
to observed: “Earlier holy men after making
a quintal of spiritual achievement revealed
only a mustard-seed of it.” Although he was
entirely absorbed in God and was indistinct
from Him, he did not reveal it. It is his
greatness that shows us the path to men like
us. The miracles that happened in his life
manifest the following edict -

‘The men of patience abide in patience. This
wise they burn their body’s ego.
They come near the Lord, but disclose not
their secret to anyone.’ p. 1389
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The Martyrdom of Sahibzadas
Ajit Singh Jujhar Singh

The Birth of Khalsa - On Baisakhi Day in
1699 Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the tenth Guru,
initiated the Sikh community into the new
order - the Khalsa - at Anandpur Sahib, the
city of Divine Bliss.

A vast congregation of devotees had
come from far and near. As the Asa di Var
Kirtan concluded, Guru Gobind Singh went
aside on a specially raised platform and
unsheathed his sword and said in a
thundering voice, "Is any one ready to
sacrifice his head to protect his faith?". There
was a stunned silence for sometime. The
Guru repeated his challenge. One Daya Ram,
a Khatri from Lahore stood up and offered
his head. The Guru took him aside inside a
tent. He returned after some time and again
asked for another head. A Jat of Delhi,
Dharam Das, got up. The third brave Sikh
was a cook from Puri, Himmat Rai. A
washerman Mohkam Chand from Saurashtra
and a barber, Sahib Chand from Andhra
also volunteered themselves. Guru Gobind
Singh later returned with all those five
devotees, dressed in new blue dresses. They
were presented to the congregation by the
Guru who called them 'My Five Beloveds'.

The Guru baptised them all in one
common utensil and wiped out the
distinction of caste and creed amongst them.
They were named as Bhai Daya Singh, Bhai
Dharam Singh, Bhai Himmat Singh, Bhai
Mohkam Singh and Bhai Sahib Singh.
Thereafter the Guru himself expressed the
desire to be baptised by these Five Beloveds.
Therefore, we call Guru Gobind Singh, Ape

Gur Chela, Master and disciple, all in one.

The tradition of baptism blazed a new
trail. The Guru's young sons and thousands
of devotees were baptised. Each one of them
adopted the five emblems of a true Sikh -
Kes (hair), Kirpan (sword), Kara (steel
bracelet), Kachha (underwear), Kirpan
(word). The five K's remind each Sikh that
he belongs to God (Waheguru) who is the
Protector. Now named by their Guru as
Singh (lion), he will fear none and fight
tyranny and injustice with all his might.

The two sons of Guru Gobind Singh,
Sahibzada Ajit Singh and Sahibzada Jujhar
Singh, were also initiated into holy order.
Every evening they would gather their
friends and form two battalions. They would
fight mock battles with swords and arrows.
Guru Gobind Singh occasionally watched
with pride his sons at such military
exercises. The moghul officials looked upon
the setting up of the Khalsa Panth by Guru
Gobind Singh with disfavour. The Sikhs
addressed him as "Sache Patshah" - the True
Lord. How could the Moghul Emperor
Aurangzeb tolerate that in his kingdom any
one else should have the right to this title?
He thought that he was the supreme ruler.
He commanded his generals to put a check
on the ever-increasing following of Guru
Gobind Singh.

Anandpur Sahib attacked - Under the orders
of Aurangzeb Nawab Dilawar Khan and his
son Rustam Khan were specially chosen for
a massive attack on Anandpur Fort. Rustam
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Khan chose a winter night in November
1695 for an all-out attack when there would
be less water flowing into the river so that
his soldiers could go across to the fort easily.

He thought the tired Sikh soldiers would
be fast asleep. The Guru's alert Pathan guard,
Alam heard the footsteps of the galloping
horses. In a few moments the Sikhs soldiers
were in position. The arrows started flying all
over. As the arrows and bullets hit the Moghul
soldiers standing in the river water, they cried
in anguish "Save us, O God!" and fled.

This was the first battle of Anandpur.
Three other wars followed between 1700-
1714 A.D. They used all the strategy to
dislodge them from Anandpur. All their
efforts, however, proved fruitless. The
Moghul forces lost many of their Generals.

Bhai Bachitter Singh encounters drunk
elephant - Once they sent a drunk elephant
to force open the door of the Anandpur Fort.
Guru Gobind Singh blessed Bhai Bachitter
Singh, son of Bhai Mani Singh. With his
Nagni he hit the elephant with a forceful
shot. The wounded elephant ran amuck
trampling scores of Moghuls under his feet,
before he died writhing in pain.

The final battle of Anandpur Sahib - The
fierest battle of Anandpur Sahib was fought
in 1704 which continued for a month. The
Moghul armies had a trying time in the heat
of summer followed by monsoon. They
wanted to wriggle out of the war without
losing face. They sent two emissaries - a
Maulvi and a Brahmin, who swore by the
Koran and the Geeta that if the Guru agreed
to leave the fort, he would be allowed to go
unharmed. The Guru knew this was a ruse.
He decided to put their word to a trial. He
got a few cart loaded with rags, bones and
skeletons and had the material covered with
silk and velvet cloth.

No sooner had these cart loads travelled

a short distance from the fort, there was a
sudden attack by the Moghul soldiers. They
were, however, dumb-founded to see the
contents. The Guru had scored over them.
After a few days, the Moghuls apologized
and sent to the Guru a copy of their holy
book, the Koran signed by Aurangzeb,
alongwith his letter, promising a safe exit, if
the Guru left the fort. Guru Ji's Sikhs
pleaded with him to accept Aurangzeb's
assurances. On their repeated request, Guru
Gobind Singh Ji agreed to leave the fort, just
after midnight.

Guru Gobind Singh leaves Anandpur Sahib
- On the 20th December, 1704, when the
winter was at its peak, Guru Gobind Singh
departed from Anandpur Fort along with
Mata Gujri, his four sons and the five
beloveds. The other Sikh soldiers followed
in small bands. As they all reached the bank
of the Sirsa river, they had their usual
morning prayer and Asa di Var at dawn.
Thereafter they crossed the river.

Gurur Ji's younger sons get separated - The
two younger sons of the Guru, Sahibzada
Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh,
got separated from their father on the banks
of river Sirsa. In the company of Guruji's
revered old mother mata Gujri Ji, they
walked across hilly roads, for an unknown
destination. Their grand mother related to
them stories and episodes of Guru Nanak
and other Sikh Gurus. They recited their holy
psalms. They were feeling quite brave and
fearless. Guruji's old domestic servant Gangu
came to know that the younger Sahibzadas
were seen going, along with their grand
mother. He followed them and soon overtook
them. He requested Mata Guijri Ji to go with
him, to his village Khera, which was near
about. He assured them that they would be
quite safe there and the Moghul authorities
would never be able to locate them. Mata Ji
agreed to do so and proceeded, along with
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Gangu, to his village Khera.

When the Moghul soldiers woke up in
the morning they discovered that Guru
Gobind Singh and his companions had left.
They roused their companions from their
sleep and rushed after them on horses. The
Guru had already crossed Sirsa river. Some of
his companions were still on the river bank.
As the Moghul soldiers pounced upon them, a
fierce battle started. In the darkness the
Moghuls could not distinguish between
friends and foes and killed some of their own
men in utter confusion. The valiant Sikhs
stemmed the tide of the advancing Moghul
forces. They gave them a stiff fight.

Supreme sacrifice of Bhai Ude Singh &
Bhai Jiwan Singh - Bhai Ude Singh held
the Moghuls at bay single-handed. Scores of
them were beheaded by the fearless warrior
before he became a martyr on the battlefield.

Sahibzada Ajit Singh was about to cross
the river when the Moghuls closed in on
him. Bhai Jiwan Singh came to his rescue on
his charger. He rushed at the Moghuls with
his spear. Under the impact of his fierce
onslaught the Moghul soldiers ran helter
skelter. Baba Ajit Singh shipped his horse,
swiftly crossed the river with a lightning
speed and was soon beyond their reach.
Bhai Jiwan Singh checked the onward march
of the Moghuls for quite some time. A
number of them fell down dead as his spear
pierced their chests. They were no match for
his fighting spirit. He displayed a unique
spirit of matchless bravado, inspite of the
heavy odds against him. Ultimately,
however, he also joined the company of the
illustrious martyr Bhai Ude Singh.

A memorial stands to this day as a
tribute to the valiant deeds of the brave Sikh
army and to the martyrdom of Bhai Ude
Singh and Bhai Jiwan Singh. Devotees come
in large numbers to pay their homage to

their sacred memory at this place.

The Moghuls lost the battle and
returned to their camp completely exhausted.
Guru Gobind Singh had been watching
from a distance the valuour and the fighting
spirit displayed by his brave Sikhs.

Brick Klin at Ropar cools down - After
crossing Sirsa river, Guru Gobind Singh,
along with Sahibzada Jujhar Singh and a
few Sikhs, proceeded further. Sahibzada Ajit
Singh also joined them after some time.
They headed towards the town of Ropar.
The residents hesitated to offer them any
place. They pointed towards a nearby brick
kiln. Guru Ji and his soldiers rode to the
kiln. When Guru Ji's horse stepped on the
burning hot brick kiln, at once it cooled
down. The workers got worried. They lifted
one of the bricks to examine. They were
taken aback. The brick was quite firm and
fully made. They fell at Guru Ji's feet and
prayed for his blessings. A beautiful
Gurdwara 'Bhatha Sahib' stands on this spot
as a monument to the miraculous act of
Guru Gobind Singh's horse.

Guru Ji at Ropar - Guru Gobind Singh Ji,
Sahibzada Ajit Singh and Sahibjada Jujhar
Singh, along with forty brave Sikhs, arrived
near Ropar by the evening. They set up their
camp in an open and vast uncultivated piece
of land. The Sikh soldiers put up tents in
no time. The place looked like a small army
cantonment. A Pathan of Kotla Nihang
Singh, who was a great devotee of the Guru,
took up the duty of the guard at the Camp.
This well-built stalwart Pathan looked a real
imposing figure.

Guru Ji at Chamkaur di Garhi - After the
day's ferocious and exhausting engagements
with the Moghul forces, the brave Sikh
soldiers fell asleep for a restful night after
they had said their evening prayers. The
next morning Chaudhri Budhi Chand, a
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zamindar of the town, who was a dedicated
devotee of Guru Gobind Singh rushed to the
camp and appeared before Guru Ji, paid his
respects and very humbly requested Guru Ji
to shift his forces to his house which was
build like a fortress. This would provide
them with adequate defence against the
onslaught of Moghul armies who were in
pursuit of Guru Ji. Guru Ji was pleased to
hear Chaudhri Budhi Chand's proposal and
directed his soldiers to shift their camp to
Chaudhri Budhi Chand's fortress, called
Chamkaur di Garhi. The arms and weapons,
as also the other equipment, was loaded on
the horses. It was transported to the fortress
very quickly. Everything was arranged at the
proper place. Under the direct command of
their Lord and Master Guru Gobind Singh,
they were ready for the battlefield.

Nawab Wazir Khan attacks Chamkaur - On
hearing of the Guru's presence in Chamkaur,
Nawab Wazir Khan led an army of ten lakh
soldiers to Chamkaur. He had it announced
with a drum beat that if the Guru
surrendered along with his companions, his
life will be spared. Guru Gobind Singh
responded by flinging arrows upon arrows
on the Moghul forces which hit quite a few
of them and wounded them. None of them
dared step forward.

General Nahar Khan & Ghani Khan killed
- General Nahar Khan put up a ladder along
one of the walls of the fortress and tried to
step up. As he raised his head, Guru Ji
aimed at him with his arrow and killed him
on the spot. The soldiers were terrified at
this horrible sight and tried to run away
from the battlefield. General Ghani Khan
came forward. Guru Ji flung his gurj at him.
His head was crushed with the fierce shot.
He fell headlong and died instantaneously.

The battle scene - Sitting inside the fortress
at a strategic point Guru Ji was watching the
entire scene of the grim battle. He went up

the top of the fort and took Sahibzada Ajit
Singh Ji and Sahibzada Jujhar Singh Ji
along with him. Selected Sikh soldiers were
posted on duty in all the four directions near
each pillar. Bhai Madan Singh and Bhai
Ganda Singh were put on guard duty at the
entrance of the fortress.

Complete preparations were thus made
for facing the major onslaught of the
adversary. The Sikh soldiers took change of
their arms -arrows, spears, lances and
swords. Both Sahibzadas also got ready for
the battle.

Though their numbers were much
smaller as compared to the large contingent
of the Moghul army, the morale of the Sikh
soldiers was very high. The very presence of
Guru Gobind Singh in their midst infused
a spirit of invincible courage. With
Waheguru's support they were ready to face
the enemy with determination and courage.

Standing calm and fully composed Guru
Ji was carefully planning the strategy of the
ensuing battle.

The historic battle of Chamkaur - The
historic battle of Chamkaur took place on
22nd December, 1704. On one side were the
Great Guru's forty brave soldiers whose
supplier of food and water were cut off but
they were still possessed of unlimited
courage. They were facing an all-out
offensive from ten lakh Moghuls who were
armed to the teeth. When the Moghuls
launched their attack, Guru Gobind Singh
started sending contingents of five Sikh
soldiers one after the other, who shouted
"Sat Sri Akal" at the top of their voices as
they jumped into the battlefield.

The battle started in full force on both
the sides. The Moghul and Sikh soldiers
attacked each other with all strength at their
command. Simultaneously arrows were
aimed at the Moghuls from above the
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Guru Gobind Singh Ji flinging arrows
upon arrows on the Mughal forces
fortress in large numbers followed by gun
fire. The fierce battle went on for over two
hours. Swords and shields clanged against
each other. Arrows were flying all over.
Hundreds of Moghul soldiers lay dead on
the battlefield. Blood streams were flowing
and had covered the entire ground outside

the fortress.

The first batch of five Sikh soldiers
slaughtered hundreds of Moghuls before
sacrificing their lives. The second and third
batch followed in quick succession. They
displayed similar feats of marvellous courage
against heavy odds.

Sahibzada Ajit Singh enters the battlefield
- Nawab Wazir Khan of Sirhind ordered his
army to surround the fortress from all
directions. Observing that the situation was
getting serious, the remaining Sikhs pleaded
with Guru Ji to leave the fortress along with
his sons. As if the Guru had not heard their
entreaties, he drew their attention to the
volley of arrows being shot from both the
sides and the way the soldiers were
interlocked in the grim struggle. When the
Sikhs repeated their request, to save the
lives of the young Sahibzadas, Guru Ji asked
them, "Which sons are you referring to? All

of you are my dear sons." They were greatly
moved by the affection shown by Guru Ji
and resolved to stand by their Lord and
Master to the last. In a few moments
Sahibzada Ajit Singh came close to his
father and sought his permission to go to the
battlefield. Guru Ji gave him his blessings
and sent a batch of eight Sikh warriors with
him.

As the 19 year old Sahibzada Ajit Singh
and his companions came out of the gate of
the Chamkaur fortress, their clarion call, "Sat
Sri Akal" resounded all over the battlefield.
The Moghul soldiers surrounded the young
Sahibzada from all sides. The brave son,
however, held them at bay and aimed a
barrage of arrows at them. Shouting "Ya,
Allah, O my God!" they beat a hasty retreat.

Other Moghuls jumped into the fray.
Sahibzada Ajit Singh and his companions
faced them bravely and courageously but
they ran out of their stock of arrows. They
started wielding the swords. Riding on a
horse the Sahibzada rushed into the midst
of the Moghul soldiers challenging them
with his swords. One of the Moghul soldiers
aimed at the Sahibzada with his lance. The
Sahibzada warded off the attack but his
horse was hurt seriously. Finding him along,
the Moghul soldiers closed in on him. As
they pounced upon him all at once, the
Sahibzada became a martyr on the
battlefield.

Guru Gobind Singh was watching
closely from the top of the fortress the brave
fight that his valiant son had put up against
his adversaries. As he sacrificed his life,
Guru Ji shouted, "Sat Sri Akal" from inside
the fortress and bowed his head to the
Almighty in thankfulness.
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Sahibzada Jujhar Singh enters the battlefield
- On seeing his elder brother's brave sacrifice
on the battlefield, the younger brother,
Sahibzada Jujhar Singh, just 15 years of age,
came forward and beseeched his father to let

Sahibzada Jujhar Singh in the battlefield

him follow in the footsteps of his brother.
The Guru blessed him too and sent five
Sikhs with him. Sahibzada Jujhar Singh
dashed out of the gate and challenged the
Moghuls with the slogan "Sat Sri Akal",
which reverberated all over. The Moghul
soldiers were amazed, that Guru Gobind
Singh had offered his second son also for
sacrifice.The Moghuls advanced in full force.
The Sahibzada and the five Sikhs resisted
with all their might. As the sun set,
Sahibzada Jujhar Singh also attained
martyrdom, Guru Gobind Singh again
thanked God that he had repaid the debt.

The four letters of Guru Gobind Singh Ji -
Thereafter Guru Gobind Singh attached four
letters to the arrows and aimed them at the
Moghul Generals. The first arrow struck at
the belt of Khwaja Mahmud Ali. The Guru
wrote to him, "You have lost your honour
both in the world and in your religion by
taking an oath and then going back on it."
The second arrow hit wazir Khan's horse.
"He who swears and then does not abide by

it, will be thrown in the burning fire in
hell", wrote Guru Ji to him. The third arrow
pierced the turban of Zabardast Khan, the
Nawab of Lahore. "He who swears by the
Holy Koran and then betrays will be burnt
in the fire of hell. The time is not far
off when our brave Singhs will create
havoc for you and your kingdom",
warned the Guru. In this letter
attached to the fourth arrow which hit
Ajmer Chand on his leg, the Guru
said, "You will never have peace in
life. God Almighty is our Protector
and saviour."

The final address of Guru Ji at
Chamkaur Di Garhi - Guru Gobind
Singh then addressed his devotees in
the fortress. "There is no other course
left to us but to fight the enemy
bravely. Each drop of blood shed by
us willlay firm foundations for our
community. Streams of blood of the
Moghuls will flow like river as your
comrades wreak vengeance on them in due
course. For his protection a devoted Sikh has
full faith in God Almighty, his Guru, the

The final address of Guru Ji at Chamkaur Sahib
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Sadh Sangat (Sikh congregation) and in
himself. This conviction sustains him
through thick and thin in all situations. We
have to struggle and strive, accept the
challenge and face the enemy, and never
back out. We have to stick to our faith ever
at the cost of our lives." The Ten Sikhs who
were left in Chamkaur Sahib fortress
requested the Guru that in view of the
critical situation, he should leave the fort.
They chose five beloved (Panj Piaras) and
passed a resolution that the Guru should
leave the fortress the same night. The Guru
and the disciple, all in one, bowed before
their decision. He laid down one condition
that while departing from the fortress, he
will challenge the enemy and not escape
stealthily.

Guru Gobind Singh decided to take
some of his companions with him. He
dressed Bhai Sangat Singh, whose face bore
some resemblance to Guru Gobind Singh Ji,
in his own dress, put on the plume to his
turban and seated him on the top of the roof
where he had been sitting before. Just after
midnight Guru Gobind Singh got on the
roof of the fortress, blew his trumpet and
came out of the gate. Standing on a mound
outside, he shouted thrice : "The Guru has
escaped!" As these words echoed in the
quiet dark night, some of the Moghul
soldiers were awakened suddently. They
rushed after the Guru post haste. The torch
bearer led them in the darkness. Guru
Gobind Singh aimed his arrow, the torch
was put out and fell down. Unable to find
their way further, the Moghul soldier
returned crest - fallen. Guru Gobind Singh
had travelled a long distance by day break.

The final fight - The seven Sikhs who were
left in the fortress were determined to
sacrifice their lives. As the day broke, the
Moghul soldiers launched an all-out attack.
The brave Sikhs flung open the gate and

rushed forward to face the enemy with their
swords unsheathed. They shouted Sat Sri
Akal and engaged the enemy in a grim final
struggle. Innumerable Moghuls were
slaughtered by them before they became
martyrs in the historic war of Chamkaur.
One of the seven Sikhs, who laid down
their lives at Chamkaur, resembled Guru
Gobind Singh and had a plum attached to
his turban. The Moghuls thought that Guru
Gobind Singh was also among the seven
killed that morning. They conveyed the
news to their Generals. But they were
mistaken.

Guru Gobind Singh at Machhiwara - Guru
Gobind Singh had reached the ravine of
Machhiwara after travelling on foot the
whole night through wild jungles. It was in
the forest of Machhiwara that he composed
his well-known hymn -

Go tell the Beloved Lord, The condition
of his yearning disciples; Without Thee, rich
coverings are an agony to us; And to live in
the comforts of our households is like living
with snakes. Our water pots have become like
pikes on which men are impaled. The cup we
drink from has an edge like a dagger! Beloved,
Thy turning away from us is like what a
beast endures from the slaughters! With the
Beloved, a mattress of straw would pleasure
us; Without Him, in rich houses, we are
burned alive!

His devoted Sikhs, Bhai Dharam Singh
and Bhai Man Singh, traced the Guru and
reached his resort in Machhiwara. His
attendant Gulaba also arrived. The two loyal
pathans, Nabi Khan and Ghani Khan, who
used to buy good quality horses for the
Guru, also came there. In Machhiwara Guru
Ji got the news that his younger sons,
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada
Fateh Singh, had been bricked alive under
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the orders of Nawab Sirhind. Upto their last
breath, they stuck to their faith and no
inducement could shake their determination.
The news of Mata Gujri Ji's passing away
was also conveyed to the Guru.

The story of the supreme sacrifice of
younger sons has no parallel in human
history.

Supreme Sacrifice of Young Souls

On arrival at Sirhind, the young
Sahibzadas were lodged for the night in a
cold room in the tower. At a great risk to his
life, one of the devotees of the Guru Bhai
Moti managed to send milk for Mata Ji and
the Sahibzadas. Sahibzadas Zorawar Singh
and Fateh Singh listened to episodes from
Sikh History related to them by their grand-

Bhai Moti Mehra manages to

serve milk to Sahibzadas
mother. On hearing about the ideals set by

the Gurus the two Sahibzadas assured Mata
Gujri Ji that they would stand by their faith
and follow in the footsteps of their
illustrious father. Mata Ji was pleased to
hear this and admired her grand children's
courage and firm determination.

Sahibzadas in the Royal Court - Next
morning the Police constables told Mata Ji
that they had orders for taking the two boys

to he Nawab's Court. On an enquiry by
Mata Ji as to why they were called there,
they answered respectfully that they were
not aware of the reasons, their duty was to
obey orders only. Mata Ji embraced her
grand-sons, blessed them and asked them to
uphold the sacred traditions of the Gurus.
The two Sahibzadas pledged to do so and
departed cheerfully.

The two Sahibzadas walked to the court
boldly along with the constables. As they
reached the Court, they noticed that the big
gate was closed and there was only a small
window for gaining entry to the Court. The
intelligent Sahibzadas saw through the game.
They put their feet forward and jumped
inside through the window without bowing
their heads. The Nawab's Court was in
session. As the two Sahibzadas stepped
inside, they greeted the courtiers with the
Sikh salutation -

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh.

("The Khalsa is God's own; Victory be
to God")

The Court resounded with their
greeting. All the courtiers were greatly
impressed by their fearless behaviour.

Dialogue with Nawab and Qazi - Dressed in
saffron shirts with Kirpans worn round their
waists, the fair-coloured Sahibzadas looked
very sweet and lovely. Nawab Wazir Khan
addressed them in an affectionate tone :
"What sweet and brave faces! Islam will be
proud to have you within its fold. Just recite
Kalma (Muslim benediction) and we shall
welcome you in our midst. You will get any
thing for the asking."

The two Sahibzadas shouted back in one
voice. "We care not for the worldly wealth.
We shall not renounce our religion at any
cost". The Nawab got quite annoyed at their
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reply but just kept quiet. Addressing the Qazi
the Nawab said, "Have you observed the
insolent behaviour of these boys! Don't regard
them as innocent. They are the rebellioussons
of a rebel. They will have to be punished."

The Qazi told the Nawab that, according
to Islamic Law, the two boys were not guilty
of any crime. They could not be held
responsible for their father's actions. The
Nawab obserbed, however, 'They are rebels
too. Haven't you heard their rude statements!"

The Qazi answered, "But they have not
committed any crime." Nawab Wazir Khan
was taken aback at the Qazi's unexpected
reply. He again tried to persuade them and
said, "You are still young and innocent. It is
your age for enjoyment and fun. If you
listen to our advice, you will enjoy life to
your heart's content in this world and be
blessed with a glorious life in Paradise".

Sahibzada Zorawar Singh spoke
fearlessly. "We are fighting against tyranny
and injustice. We are the sons of the Guru
Gobind Singh, the grand sons of Guru Tegh
Bahadur and descendants of Guru Arjun Dev.
We shall follow in their footsteps. We are
ready for all sacrifices for the protection of
our faith".

In a low voice the Nawab observed,
"How proud of their faith!"

Intervention of Dewan Sucha Nand - One of
the officials of the Moghul governement
Dewan Sucha Nanad, who happened to be
there, walked up to the Sahibzadas and
asked them, "If you are released, where will
you go?"

Sahibzada Zorawar Singh said, "We
shall, gather together a few Sikhs, get hold of
good horses and then come and face you and
your army on the battlefield".

On hearing this, Dewan Sucha Nand
observed, "Do you know that your father has

Dewan Sucha Nand asks Sahibzadas, "If you
are released where will you go'"?

been slain?" Both the brothers reacted in an
angry tone, "No one can kill our respected
father. He will never fall into your hands."
The two Sahibzadas shouted back, "We don't
need any advice from you. Listen carefully.
Until this tyrannical Government is
completely wiped out, we shall go on
fighting."

Dewan Sucha Nand was taken aback at
their reply. Addressing the Nawab, he said,
"Sir, killing the serpent and feeding his
young ones would not be wise. When these
young kids grow up, they will rebel against
the Government. They must be punished
and should, on no account, be released." The
Nawab listened to what Dewan Sucha Nand
said.

The courtiers were quite amazed at the
lack of any fear or anxiety on their faces
even though it was a question of life and
death for them. The Nawab said to the Qazi
again, "You have heard the impertinent
answers given by them to Dewan Sucha
Nand. It would not be safe to release them.
They are sure to raise the banner of revolt,
like their father, when they grow up."

The Qazi delivers his judgement - The Qazi
had also listened to the conversation that
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took place between Dewan Sucha Nand and
the two bold sons of Guru Gobind Singh.
After some deliberation he pronounced his
judgement and ordered that they be bricked
up alive in a wall. Sahibzadas heard the
sentence without dismay but the courtiers
were taken aback on hearing the judgement.
The Qazi advised the nawab further that
they be handed over to the Nawab of
Malerkotla for carrying out the sentence
since his brother met his end at the hands
of the Guru so that he can have his revenge
by getting his sons buried alive.

Nawab of Malerkotla revolts - Nawab Wazir
Khan called Sher Mohammad Khan, the
Nawab of Malerkotla, and conveyed the
Qazi's orders to him, "Your brother lost his
life at the hands of Guru Gobind Singh.
Here is an opportunity for you to wreak
your vengeance. The Qazi has sentenced
these two sons of Guru Gobind Singh to
death and has further ordered that they be
bricked up alive. We are handing them over
to you for doing the needful."

On hearing this Sher Mohammad was
dumb founded. After some pause he said to
the Nawab in a faltering voice, "This is
cruelty! My brother was killed on the
battlefield. These innocent boys are not
responsible for his death. If we have to take
revenge it shall be from the father. God save
us from this sinful act." Saying this he got
up and remarked in a mournful tone, "O
God, how cruel!"

Sahibzadas sent back to Tower - Thereafter
the Nawab ordered that both the boys be
sent back to the tower. He directed his
officials to arrange for executioners who
would brick them alive in between two
walls, which may be constructed
immediately. The Sahibzadas reached the
tower and gave a report of the proceedings
of the court to their grandmother. She
embraced her grand sons, patted them on
their backs for their courageous and bold
stand and said, "You have rightly upheld the
dignity and honour of your revered grand-

father and your valiant father. May God ever
abide with you."

Again in Nawab's court - Next morning they
were taken to the Nawab's court. The Nawab
asked them again, "I do hope you have
made up your mind to embrace Islam,
otherwise, as you know, you will be bricked
up alive." Both the Sahibzadas proclaimed
fearlessly, "We shall never give up our faith,
whatever may be the consequences. Death
has no meaning for us."

The Nawab was simply amazed at their
determind and firm reply. One of his
officials stepped forward, and said to the
Nawab, "Sir, the two royal executioners of
Delhi, Shisal Beg and Vishal Beg, are
present in the court for hearing of their case.
They are prepared to carry out your orders
for bricking up these boys alive if they are
granted pardon." The nawab called them and
told them, "Your request for pardon has
been granted on condition that you brick up
these two sons of Guru Gobind Singh alive
in a wall."

The reaction of the public - The constables
took away both the Sahibzadas. A large
crowd had collected outside. People were
surprised on hearing of the orders of the
Nawab that the two young innocent sons of
Guru Gobind Singh were to be bricked
alive.

"What crime have they committed?" said
one. "How cruel and inhuman, O God!"
exclaimed another. "But they are not
terrified," remarked a lady in the crowd.
"They are the brave sons of their brave
father, Guru Gobind Singh", pat came the
remark by her companion.

Sahibzadas bricked alive and martyred - The
Sahibzadas were brought to the spot where
a wall was being raised. Both of them were
made to stand side by side. The Qazi arrived
there soon after and tried to persuade them
to accept Islam and not to cut short their
lives. Even the executioners tried to prevail
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Sahibzadas being bricked alive
upon them but they were both unflinching
in their determination and told the
executioners, "Raise the wall fast and bury
the Moghul Raj quickly. Don't delay for a
minute." Thereafter both of them started
reciting Japji while the wall was going up
brick by brick. The wall went up higher and
higher until it reached their chests. The
Nawab and Qazi approached them and said
to them in an affectionate tone, "There is
still time for you to save your lives, just
recite the Kalma and the wall will be pulled
down immediately."

The Sahibzadas shouted loudly, "We
shall not give up our faith, death does not
frighten us."

Both the Nawab and Qazi were amazed
at their steadfast determination. Tears flowed
from the eyes of onlookers, as they observed,
"Blessed be their mother who gave birth to
such children."

The wall went up still higher and it
was shoulder high. Sahibzada Zorawar
Singh said to his younger brother, "They are
putting us to test. They do not know that
the Sikhs of Guru Nanak are fearless. Our

Fifth Guru Arjun Dev faced martyrdom
cheerfully on burning iron pans. Whereas he
guided humanity to the path of a truthful
and noble life, he also set an example of
facing death boldly and with full faith in
God."

The younger brother Sahibzada Fateh
Singh remarked, "The martyrdom of our
revered grand father, Guru Teg Bahadur was
also unique. We shall soon join him. He is
waiting for us." Later both the Sahibzadas
became unconscious.

The executioners became nervous and
consulted each other. "They are now nearing
their end. There is no need to raise the wall
further. Why not cut short their agony by
beheading them? It is already getting dark."

The wall was pulled down. They
brought the unconscious Sahibzadas out laid
them flat on the ground and, in an instant,
martyred them.

People in the crowd were shocked at
this ghastly act. They sighed in dismay,
"What cruelty! How shall they answer for
their crime in Mohammad's Court."

Mata Gujri Ji breathes her last - As soon as
the two Sahibzadas attained martyrdom,

Mata Gujri Ji breathes her last
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Mata Gujri Ji, who was sitting in meditation
in the tower, breathed her last. The
messenger who came with the news of the
martyrdom of the Sahibzadas found that
Mata Ji had already attained salvation.

There was great commotion in the town
of Sirhind. Every one was furious at the
atrocious crime. They were unanimous in
their view that this heinous act would herald
the doomsday of the Moghul Empire. They
admired the courage and steadfastness of the
brave sons of Guru Gobind Singh and
remarked, "What determination at this young
age! They did not budge an inch from their
position in spite of several allurements by
the Nawab and Qazi."

Dewan Todar Mal manages cremation - The
same evening Dewan Todar Mal, a jeweller
reached Nawab Wazir Khan's court for
permission to cremate the dead bodies of the
two Sahibzadas & Mata Gujri.

The Nawab agreed on condition that
the Dewan paid for the required piece of

Dewan Todar Mal acquires land for cremation
of Sahibzadas by spreading gold coins
land by spreading as many gold coins as
would cover the entire spot. The Dewan
accepted the terms and brought bagfuls of
gold coins. He marked the site and spread

coins on the entire piece of land he selected
for cremation.

The two martyred young sons of Guru
Gobind Singh were cremated with full
honours along with their grand mother.
There is no parallel to the martyrdom of
such young boys in the annals of human
history. Sahibzada Fateh Singh was les than
six years old (born 1699) and Sahibzada
Zorawar Singh just over eight (born in 1696).
They laid down their lives in December
1704. They were bricked up alive but did not
bow before the tyranny of the Moghul
government.

Guru Gobind Singh was at that time in
the forests of Machhiwara, when the news
of the martyrdom of his younger sons
reached him. On hearing this he pulled out
a plant with the tip of his arrow and forecast
that this tragedy will herald the uprooting of
Moghul Empire in India. And to the
Emperor he wrote : "It matters little if a
jackal through cunning and treachery
succeeds in killing two lion's cubs, for the
lion himself lives to inflict retribution on
you."

Guru Gobind Singh addressed his
followers thus : "I have sacrificed four sons
for the survival of the thousands of my sons
who are still alive."

Banda Singh Bahadur reduces Sirhind to
ruins - A wave of anguish gripped the
country at the news of the martyrdom of the
Sahibzadas. After some time the recluse
Banda Bairagi came under the influence of
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, and was christened
Banda Singh Bahadur. He shook the Moghul
Empire and the town of Sirhind was
reduced to utter ruins. The renowned Hindi
Poet, Maithli Saran Gupta in his well
known book Bharat Bharati said : "Whatever
their present position, the future of the
community whose sons can thus lay down
their lives for their faith, is bound to be
glorious."

(Courtsey S.G.P.C. publications)
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ROOHANI KIRTAN UPDESH

SANT HARPAL SINGH JI RATWARA SAHIB WALE WITH JATHA -

in accordance with the tradition set by
4 — His Holiness Sant Waryam Singh ji Ratwara Sahib Wale

% it ROOHANI PARCHAR FERI USA & CANADA

Sant Baba Waryam Singh ji Maharaj

Ratwara Sahib

Sunday February 18th 2024 with Jatha Ratwara Sahib
5th Barsi Smagam Sant Baba Satnam Singh Ji
USA

Asa Di vaar and Sri Sehaj paath Aarambh
21 APRIL 2024

February 25th 2024

Bhog Sri Sehaj Paath Sunday 10:00am

Kirtan Updesh Sant Baba Harpal Singh Ji - TO
11:00am to 1:00pm.

20 FEBRggRY 2024 15 JUNE 202 4

20 APRIL 2024

7

4

Contact Numbers for
Sl I Eh e Booking Programs

in USA: in Canada :
-: Contact :- Bhai Raghubir Singh

BHAI AMARDIP SINGH Raju

+ 1-408-393-8199 +1-431-336-4555
BHAI GURVIR SINGH

+1-408-835-4755 Bhai Jagjit Singh
BHAI MANJIT SINGH + 1 (647) 022-7878

+ 1-317-488-8831 \

Contact Numbers for
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