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ArHt I #t @ YTesHa feur
(Inspired Thoughts of Swami Ram)
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Destroyer of Evil Forces, The valiant

Warrior & the Benevolent Guru
(€% A& 9 HoH™ &3 AUT 9g ygQuart)

(Continued from P. 77, issue Feb. 2021)

Once Jehangir enquired from
Pir Mian Meer the characteristic of
Saints and sages. Pir Mian Meer
clarified that a sage is one who is
without any defect, who has
liquidated all his desires and is
himself desireless and has devoted
all his attention to God and who
never has thoughtful waves in his
mind. Such a one enjoys spiritual
bliss at all times. Such a one is a
person, with all spiritual
knowledge, a great soul; he is a
prophet and a seer. He is the visible
form of God. When Jehangir
enquired if there was living any
such man of God, then Pir Mian
Meer replied, ‘Yes, there is one,
named Guru Arjan Dev Ji, Chandu
imprisoned him in his own house at
Lahore and inflicted many atrocities
on him. When I heard about him,
then I went to Lahore to have the
glimpse of Guru Ji. I was taken
aback when I saw him sitting
(being made to sit) on the red hot
burning iron plate. The Guru sat on
this horrible seat, as if he had a soft
seat of cushions under him. His
body was burning, but his

countenance was flashing with light
with divine effulgence. Red hot sand
was being poured over his head.
Even in that terrible condition he
was feeling the bliss of Godliness -
namely Truth, consciousness and
bliss. He was completely without
rancour and was at perfect peace.

If ever idea of revenge entered
his mind, he had the capacity to
destroy the whole world. But he was
fully patient. He was martyred. Now
his son, who sat on the sixth high
seat of Guru Nanak had manifested
himself as the Sixth Master. He too
is the Form of God. Hearing this
praise of Guru Ji, a doubt arose in
the mind of Jehangir. He said, Meer
Ji in Islam, the praise of a Hindu is
prohibited. It is considered a sin.
Why are you giving such high praise
to the Guru? Pir Mian Meer replied,
the reason why we praise the Guru
to the skies is that all the saints,
sages, mendicants and great souls
who have achieved God (Allah),
ascending stage by stage in
meditation, have their ultimate goal
as the Guru. When they reach the
door of God, they find that all talk
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is about Guru Nanak. They see
Guru Nanak emerging out of the
invisible Form of God and
appearing in a distinct shape
(personality). His present form is
that of Guru Hargobind whom you
have made a prisoner in the Gwalior
Fort. Jehangir, bring yourself to
believe that Guru Hargobind is the
special visible Form of the Great
God. That very shape is visible to
all in highest meditation. Jehangir
said, why didn’t you tell me all this
earlier? I should have given him
respect and released him and earned
his blessings by setting him free. Pir
Mian Meer said, Guru Arjan the
Fifth Master, who was fully merged
with God did not want that anyone
should interfere with the Will of
God. Hearing this, Jehangir very
much repented. Influenced by this
Meer’s talk, Jehangir not only
ordered the release of Guru Maharaj
from the fort, but also ordered
according to the Guru’s wish the
release of 52 rajas, who for a long
time had been caught in the struggle
between life and death.

Thus the glory of Guru Maharaj
is endless. I also remember Guru Ji
in one connection. He would reach
anywhere to fulfil the wishes of his
devotees; for instance Bhai Rupa and
Bhai Sandhu prayed that Guru Ji
may drink the cold water that they

had with them. Guru Ji travelled the
distance of 40 kohs in no time to
partake cold water and also to
provide them cold water to save
their lives. The Guru granted them
several boons.

Guru Ji reached Kashmir in
order to give his darshan (glimpse)
to Mother Bhagbhari. And at the
time of her death, out of his great
Grace, made her merge with God.

We appeal to all the devotees of
God’s Naam that they must have
total faith in the Guru, who is
revealing himself in the Bani of
Guru Granth Sahib. Gurbani is his
message. Our greatest objective is to
live that Gurbani in our life. Our
politician brethren should not sink
into the mud of politics. While they
play this game of politics, they
should keep the teachings of Guru
Granth Sahib at the highest in
themselves & lead the life of Truth
and high spiritual state. Then the
world will honour them. They will
be kings of the whole universe. As
Guru Maharaj has ordained :

He is yet the King of the whole
world, if his soul is absorbed in the
Lord’s name.

AT AIIBT fifAle ar
afg & HE &1 ofer - 707

The ordainment about the worldly
kings is :
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All these lords of the world are but
for four days. They make false
display.

& YT A7 feen ofd &

53 §97F feemArll ofar - 856

Burn thou in fire thy dominions,
property and overlordship.

IH HBY fRaeapHT Marst Hia a1
wiar- 811
True kingdom is bestowed on

the devotee of Naam, by Nature
herself.

He, to whom (the Lord) grants
praising and eulogizing Him, O
Nanak! is the king of kings.

fam & g4R frefs rsa i

BB YTt YTSAe |1 far - 5

Nanak false are other empires. They
alone are the true kings, who are
imbued with the Lord’s Name.

3130 IfT UIHTPHT JZPHT
1 33 YTl ofer - 1413

He alone is the great king, within
whose mind the Lord’s Name
abides.

fAm & f3€ Aet @5 FaTInfar - 1155
Guru Maharaj has blessed
Guru’s Sikh with the first position
of a Gurmukh, which (position) no
worldly king can reach :
Amongst the scholars, warriors,

canopied Kings and others, there is
no one equal to the Lord’s devoted

slave.
Ui3T g EUIT TAT
T gI8fd WET & afe1l nfar - 858

Those who being only warriors
are engrossed in winning kingship,
even if they have great achievements
at their credit but if they miss their
faith in Naam, they are losers on all
fronts - so ordains Guru Maharaj :

Thou mayest have lacs of armies,
lacs of bands and lances, and lacs of
men may rise to pay homage to
thee;

Thy dominion may extend over lacs
of miles and lacs of men may rise to
do thee honour;

but if thy honour be of no account
to thy Lord, then, all the
ostentations are futile.

-

BY BHAT BY TH 3

&y Efs aafa s 11

By Qufg gawifefi 39t

By 6fs aufa wz 11

7 UfF 89 57 42 3T AT [597e® a1

nfar - 358

Also Guru Maharaj further ordains
as under :

They are not said to be kings who
die in strife and then go round in
existences.

Nanak, without the Name, they
wander about mnose-shorn in

disgrace and receive not honour at
all.
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gH 6fF & mrdbnfas

Bz Hala fefa gat utaii

&34 feg 3% aa1 gt

feafa Az His & ufa il ofar - 590

Guru Maharaj has nowhere

recommended the attainment of
worldly kingship. On the other hand
he severely reprimands the worldly
kings :

That King alone sits on the throne,

who is worthy of the throne.

They, who realise the True Lord;

They alone are the True Kings.

These Lords of earth are not called

kings. Through love of delusion,

they come to grief.

FUfF 7T i 89 f7 34T Ffea geti

fAst rg usTlemT rg ad AEti

8IT JUfF T/ & mraprla

gd Ife gy Jetil

In this way, Guru Maharaj has

awarded the first position to the
disciple of the Guru. The Sixth
Sovereign has encouraged those
great souls who have attained the
state of Gurmukh and when their
vanity (I-ness) has been totally
destroyed, they should take up the
duty of administering the worldly
affairs efficiently. Our politicians
have created a great false notion that
political achievement is our supreme
goal; and that there is no need for
meditation. Such an ideal is found
nowhere, while studying the details

of the life of the Sixth Guru who
was the Master of Meeri plus Peeri
(earthly power combined with
spiritual power). Guru is always
present in his shabad. Shabad
(Word) is the True Guru :

The True Guru is the word and the
word is the True Guru. The holy

word shows the way to
emancipation.

A39IT 995 995 Jd AISTT

UTg HafF AsEar | nfer - 1309

Hence our present day need is to
offer our fullest and total regard to
Guru Granth Sahib and mould our
lives in the light of the knowledge
imparted by the Holy Bani. The
Tenth Master had ordained as under

Khalsa is the army of Akalpurakh.
Khalsa has been created by the
Divine Will.
MBHT HATS YTy a1 S 11
Yarfe& ASAT YH'SH a1 He |1
(A9Y B d[F F)
Only those can join the army of

the Khalsa about whom it is
ordained in Sarab Loh Granth :

The One who has tasted the
embrosial nectar, he alone is deemed
exalted Khalsa.

Between God, me and him, there
exists no difference at all.

WTIH IH faT A9, § d veF 8<l/
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YT HITg, i HIT, I HiJ, doa 3795 3< 11
(H9Y BT d[F &)

When a person, who has tasted
spiritualism, plays the game of
politics, he has no duality in his
mind. He has no care for any loss
nor any allurement for gain. To him,
the world is the form of Waheguru
and he is wandering therein,
working for the good of the world.
His politics is for the people, for the
good of others, and full of self-
sacrifice. He is not caught in
scandals. He is for the service of the
country, nay of the whole world,
which he regards as the holiest
temple of Waheguru. To him all
seem to be his own; and all regard
him as their own. Such a
combination of spiritualism (miri)
and political power (piri) would be
a guarantee for world peace. The
atom bombs lying in stores become
expired. Instead of spending (Govt.)
monies on them, he builds lovely
roads, colleges, and the universities.
In the establishments. of Guru’s
men (Gurmukhs), there is absolutely
no need for hospitals because all
worries which cause all diseases
vanish. The feelings of fear, enmity,
lack of confidence, the spirit of
revenge, the hopes and fears are
gone; and inside and outside, there
is the light of beauties and
happiness. Eighty percent of the

diseases are caused by our forgetting
God, resulting in strain. All these
diseases can be cured by the
medicine of God’s Name. The
remaining 20 % diseases too do not
come off because man’s mind is
engrossed in the spiritual sentiment
of God. The power of resistance to
disease in man stays in full force.
Sadness and wrinkles do not appear
to destroy the beauty of an ever-
happy-looking face.

You may play the game of
politics to your heart’s content but
play it while practising mercy,
forgiveness, peace, contentment,
purity, service and working for the
welfare of all. No one will doubt
you. You will be able to rule over
the hearts of the people. The sum
total of the above-mentioned virtues
is called Dharma (righteousness).
Don’t build communal walls, adopt
the life of Dharma. Then in the light
of the combination of political
power (miri) with spiritualism (piri)
will make the world without
suspicions; it will bless your
companions with true thinking.
Then your practice of combining
political power with spiritualism
would be a big success. Else it
would remain a hypocrisy. A life of
hypocrisy can never be victorious in
the long run.
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Himself The Guru,

Himself The Disciple
(WY T IHT)

India has been the land of the
saints and sages, of thinkers and
persons of right deeds, of those
brave warriors who were ever-ready
to sacrifice their life for the sake of
Dharma (Righteousness), of the
householders, who fully carried out
their duties. Hence this country has
been eulogised as the Land of
Righteous action. In this country
there always has been the pre-
eminence of good conduct and of
spiritualism. Its kings ruled in
peace, but then started attacks on
them by the rulers of Afghanistan,
Iran. Arabs and of Baghdad. At the
start, their objective were political
(to conquer new lands). When a
king was defeated, his kingdom
under treaty was merged in the
victor’s kingdom, to expand it. Since
the eighth century, the peace of
India has been in doldrums. By
slow degrees, these invading rulers,
in order to save their excesses (on
our people) from the hatred of the
people started mouthing religious
slogans.

Islam is one such religion,
which teaches justice, mercy and
love of God & also the sentiment of
devotion to God. This religion
recognised Allah-Tala (God) as all

powerful. It paid no attention to the
worship and eulogies of the gods
and goddesses & this faith stood for
the pure love of God and it taught
man to submit to the Will and
commands of God. In order to keep
God in permanent lodgement in
one’s heart, they had the institution
of five Namazas (Muslim Prayers),
five times in a day. Harsh penances
were practised in the search of
Truth. In order to realize Truth in
the inner consciousness, a life of
good conduct according to rules was
led. The Arabs and other idolatrous
people had a great enmity for these
people. Many wars were fought by
the followers of the new religion
(Islam) against the adherents of
other religions to protect their
identity and the existence of heir
faith. They won many victories and
established many kingdoms based
on justice and righteousness. This
religion produced many Sufi sects,
which spread the message of human
brotherhood, love and faith in God.
These Sufis believed in harsh
penances; they worshipped their Pirs
(saints) accorded the status of God to
their saints and served them and
obeyed their orders as very holy
commandments. By slow degrees
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this new religion won the favour
among the people who were full of
ignorance and many of them
adopted the good points of this
religion. Many large kingdoms were
established by it.

The pride of power never allows
anyone to continue in the same old
state of mind. Even the best among
the best religions brings its
adherents under its fanaticism. As
the times changed, the followers of
this religion in their pride resorted
to most hateful atrocities, as a
programme of their religion. They
became the devils disciples and
committed heinous crimes against
humanity, by studying and learning
about these even the mind of the
noblest of persons begins to feel
deep regret. A ruler immersed in the
pride of power turns a complete
embodiment of Satan. Instead of
obeying the commandants of Allah
(Muslim’s God), he turns an agent of
Satan. These tyrannous rulers earned
extremely contemptible acts, feeling
the sinful belief that all these acts
would please God (as they wrongly
thought). They inflicted such wild-
animal treatment on their religious
enemies, that even Dharamraj (God
whose justice punished sinners and
rewards saints) was baffled as what
to do with these kings who had
committed such abominable crimes
in the name of God and to which
hell, he should condemn them.

Before the light of Guru Nanak
Sahib shone on the world, there was
such an atmosphere of suppression
and atrocities created by the rulers
of that time that Guru Maharaj had
to condemn them in these words :

The dark-age is the scalpel, the

kings are the butchers, and
righteousness has taken wings and
flown.

In this no-moon night of falsehood,
the moon of truth is not seen to rise
anywhere.
1% a3t aH e}
gay U dfg @stanTil
FF HTEH Rg GeHT €I 3791 a7 e
wfar- 145
These butcher kings perpetrated
unspeakable atrocities on the people,
in the name of religion. Even though
at countless places the Indian’s made
innumerable sacrifices to protect
their self-respect and glory; the well-
entrenched rulers, saw their beloved
daughters & wives commit jauhar -
burn themselves to ashes and they
themselves sacrificed their lives on
the battlefield, but these small
efforts could not cry a halt to the
great flood of atrocities.

The True Emperor Guru Nanak
centralized different kinds of faiths
of India on one point, the love of
God; and seeing the same God in
all, preached through his discourses
the doctrine of mutual love among
all citizens of India. During Guru
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Nanak Sahib’s life itself, the
followers of both the religions
(Hinduism and Islam) accorded a
place of honour to Guru Nanak
Sahib among their hearts. At the
end, the Guru’s person was called a
Pir (Muslim saint) by the
Musalmans while the others called
him their own Guru. On the
opposite side, the royal buthcers also
suffered an eclipse. Writing about
their contemptible cruelties is equal
to creating restlessness in our mind.

The Fifth Guru and the Ninth
Guru by offering their most sacred
martyrdom tried to awaken their
half dead harsh conscience, but the
rulers of the time through repeated
doings of hateful sins, had made
their hearts so stony that they
looked upon these sacrifices as great
acts of religious merit for them. Also
these had made tremendous
influence on the hearts of the
common men too. Among the
Hindus, this heartlessness had
reached such dimensions that they
thought it better to suffer them,
regarding their grief as a result of
the evil deeds of their previous
lives. Those belonging to Islam
looked upon their ownselves as very
special people and never thought fit
to offer true counsel to those
fanatical kings, in favour of any of
the Gurus. Though many religious
men felt bad about the atrocities, yet
they did not muster courage to

extend good counciling to these men
of animal instincts. As for the Sikhs
of the Gurus, from the time of Guru
Nanak Dev till the time of the Ninth
Guru; they were full of self-respect,
tolerance, fraternity, and the exalted
maxim : recognise the race of man as
only one, and doing good to all
(without distinction of caste or
creed). This way of life made them
into Karma Yogis (saints of duty)
and into Tattva Gyani (Realisers of
Truth) by making them see the same
Self (soul) in all and by this
commonalty made themselves feel
common to all humanity. The Tenth
Master in order to teach the right
ideology to these wild kings waged
a holy war. He addressed the Guru’s
Sikhs as the soldiers of God. These
preparations started with the
dawning of the year 1699. The
religious-minded Sikhs in large
numbers reached there, by the end
of March. One day before Baisakhi
a golden cream-coloured awning was
spread over the Takhat (seat of the
Gurdwara). Nearby a new camp was
pitched. The devotional singing of
Asa Di Vaar (morning prayer)
finished at dawn. Guru Maharaj
himself sat on the Takhat (throne).
Addressing the vast congregation
and throwing light on the current
events, he ordained, “Dear Sikhs of
the Gurus, this tyrannical rule of the
Moghuls has been continuing since
the time of Guru Nanak Dev. The
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Gurus have always made efforts to
spread the feeling of fraternity
among the Hindus and the
Musalmans and to create the feeling
of common brotherhood among all,
the Gurus made many sacrifices. The
Fifth Master gave the pride of place
in the Guru Granth Sahib to the
Bani (hymns) of all the saints,
devotees and sadhus, born in India.
But this love of the common people
for the Gurus was not to the liking
of Moghul rulers.

Emperor Guru Arjan was
martyred, Guru Hargobind Sahib
was imprisoned in the Gwalior Fort.
The Ninth Master was also made a
martyr, thousands of temples were
demolished, their holy books was
burnt. Lakhs of people living in
India were either forced to embrace
Islam and become the followers of
Muhammad or they were killed. You
have adopted to be the Sikhs of the
Gurus. You have crossed the limits
of death and death is nothing very
horrible for you.

Kabir, death, of which the world is
terrified, is pleasing unto my mind;
it is in death alone, that one is
blessed with the perfect supreme
bliss.
JulT [AF HIé 3 FAdT 59
Ha His mée il
HIB at 3 uTebd Yas uaHEE ||

wfar - 1365

You are leading a life of the

living and the awakened. The death-
like state of your being is finished
with your love for Bani and God’s
Name. The world is suffering
misery. To get rid of these troubles
it is necessary to offer some great
souls as martyrs. Life according to
higher principles and of self-respect
has become a dream. Man is
committing the heinous sin of
passing his whole life in fear. To
stop the flood of killings, let some
Guru’s Sikh offer to me his head to
sacrifice his life for the noble cause.
By turns many offers were voiced.
The Five Beloveds offered their
heads. In the whole gathering, the
atmosphere of fear prevailed;
because most of the Sikhs had seen
the Guru’s shining sword soaked in
blood with their own eyes. (With
this sword, he was to cut the heads
of those who made the offer to give
their life). But the wonder of the
holy gathering knew no bounds,
when they saw (the slanghtered Panj
Piaras) appear alive in the new
clothes. Different writers have
written their own account about this
incident.

Aurangzeb sent a special spy
with the instruction to give him very
true and accurate eye witness
account of this event describing,
how the Guru cut off the heads of
the Five Beloveds and later brought
them back to life by his supernatural
power, also the correct report
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whether the right (cut) heads were
put on the body of the correct persons
or were those heads put on the wrong
shoulders (were the heads exchanged).
Thus the writer of Ramgarhia History
Bakshi Singh Aadal says that the
correct heads were fixed on the right
trunks (of the person). Each body
carried his own body. The dead ones
stood up on hearing the command of
the Guru. Some others are of the
opinion that Guru Maharaj did not
chop off their heads, but slaughtered
the sheep instead. Both these
controversial accounts have been
current since the very start. Even now
those whose ideas are moulded
according to the text of Guru Granth
Sahib assert that there is no
difference between the Guru and God
(meaning that Guru had God’s
powers to make the five dead men
come alive). It is their belief :

I have churned the body ocean and 1

have seen an enamouring thing come

to view.

The Guru is God and God is the

Guru, O Nanak. There is no difference

between the two, my brother.
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Those who regard Guru Maharaj

as Omniscient and Omnipotent find
nothing impossible in the fact that at
first Guru Ji cut off their heads and
later brought them back to life. That

is nothing impossible. They take this
incident as a matter of routine,
because the True Guru is capable of
all arts (he can do the impossible).
There is nothing that can’t take place.
According to Guru Granth Sahib, the
story of the Saint Namdev shows that
a dead cow was placed before
Namdev; and he was told, either
bring back this dead cow to life or
give up your Ram (as God) and
embrace the religion of Allah.
Otherwise, you will be killed here
and now. Namdev offered prayer and
God made the (dead) cow alive.

In the same way, there is a
mention of an incident in the history
of the Gurus. Baba Atal Ji was
playing some game with his
companions. The day ended and
Mohan had yet to play his turn. Next
day, Mohan did not come for play;
Baba Atal reached his house and said
loudly, Mohan, get up and give us
your turn (but he was dead). He
became alive. Guru Ji, the sixth Guru,
did not like this wonder. Baba Ji
shuffled off his mortal coil (invited
death) according to the adage : A
Guru’s Sikh moves fearlessly between
life and death (Baba Ji died of his
own accord).

In the same manner, Baba
Gurditta killed a cow, thinking it to
be a leopard. His arrow pierced the
cow through and through; the
intestines were cut. When the
mountaineers (to whom the cow
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belonged) raised a hue and cry, he
(Baba Gurditta Ji) brought the cow
back to life, by uttering Satnam
Waheguru.

A Pandit came to the Seventh
Master, bringing with him his dead
son. He said, either bring back my
dead son to life or I will burn myself
to death in a funeral pyre. At that
time, Bhai Jiwan Ji gauged the
situation made his son alive, but
himself died of his own accord
(giving life for life). He bestowed life
on the son of Brahman. There is a
similar event mentioned in the
religious history of Samshatbraze that
he brought such Nawab’s dead son to
life by uttering the words, Boy, get
up, these are the orders of a
mendicant. True Emperor Guru
Nanak graced with his presence an
elephant shed on the bank of river
Jamna. At dawn, one elephant died.
The family incharge of the keep of
the elephant began to weep and cry.
There voice reached Guru Nanak Dev
king; he sent Mardana Ji to tell the
Mahavat that the elephant is alive,
nor dead. When seen, the dead
elephant became alive in reality. Next
day, when this fact was known the
King of Delhi came and said, you
saint, have you brought up the dead
elephant to life? Guru Nanak replied,
it is Khuda (God) who is the master
of life and death. The king said, now
make the elephant dead. Guru
Maharaj said, the elephant is already

dead. At these words, the elephant
fell down with a thud and breathed
his last. When the king once again
asked Guru Sahib to bring back the
elephant to life Guru Sahib said, one
killed by God can be brought back to
life, but none can put life in any
being made dead by the saint. As is
ordained :

My saint can release one bound by

me, but I can release not one bound

by my saint.

If, at any time, my saint seizes and

binds me, then even I can raise not

any objection.
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In this way, Namdev brought

back to life a Brahman’s dead son
who was being taken to the cremation
ground. Hearing such an incident, the
King (of Delhi) killed a cow and
asked him to revive it.

In today’s world, there is a
magician named Professor Ahmad
Husain in Bombay, who can work
such miracles - as hanging an adult
human being in the air, laying one on
the sharp edge of the sword, cutting
a head and then re-fixing it on the
trunk alive, also sawing someone
with the saw. He showed these
miracles to President Zakir Husain
and got a certificate from him.

Dr. Swami Ram says recounting

‘Atam Marg’ 69

March, 2021



an incident, “I was giving a lecture to
my students on the subject of death.
An ascetic entered my class and
started laughing. I flew into anger.
After the class was over, I showed my
great displeasure to the ascetic; as to
why he kept laughing. He replied,
“You are just a child, you have no
knowledge about death.” He told me
to bring any living creature. I caught
a big worm and placed it before him.
He cut the worm into two and placed
the two parts at some distance from
each other. My wonder knew no
bounds when I found that the two
parts (of the cut worm) were coming
nearer to each other. They were
joined and the worm began crawling
as before.”

Such happenings are natural in
the spiritual world, as a result of a
thought wave. So to say that Guru
Maharaj rejoined the cut heads with
the trunk and made the men alive is
no great wonder as the Tenth Guru
was the Master of infinite powers.
When to give a demonstration of
those powers or and when not to give
that depended entirely upon him. We
are quite unable to comment on this.
This incident wielded a tremendous
effect on the congregation. Some
persons had some doubt a little time
ago, as to why Guru Maharaj went on
cutting the heads of killing his own
Sikhs. That doubt was removed. Next
day, 20,000 persons collected to be
baptised (to receive the Amrit) or
Holy Wata. This was for the first

time, that there was practised no
distinction of caste, creed or colour.
Truly there is boundless power in the
Bani (Holy hymns), which is beyond
measuring or weighing by the power
of the mind of man. When Amrit was
prepared by passing the Kirpan in the
water in the utensil and administered
to the Sikhs its great effect was
visible.  There was endless
enthusiasm, among the Amritdhari
Sikhs. There was a sentiment of self-
pride, sacrifice, intense desire to do
good to all. These noble feelings were
bursting in the hearts of Amritdhari
Sikhs, as if a spring of speedy flow
burst through the arid land to quench
the thirst of the dry soil.

Baisakhi is a historic day. On this
day, Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj
started his long journeys for the
reform of the world. On this very day
the water started flowing out of Baoli
(deep well) at Gobindwal Sahib. On
this very day Rajani’s leper husband
was cured by the Dukhbhanjani Beri
(a holy tree & water in the Golden
Temple which can cure all diseases).
Also on that day, the sacred centre of
pilgrimage of Amritsar made its
appearance. On the Baisakhi Day.
Guru Harkishan Maharaj made his
announcement of Baba Bakala (he
said that the next Guru would be
found in the village of Baba Bakala).
Also on this day, in the history of
mankind appeared Saint Soldier in
the form of the Ideal Khalsa.
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Guru Maharaj has clarified this
Khalsa’s fundamental in the
following words.

The one who partakes spiritual
Nectar, is true Khalsa.
There is no difference between God,
me (Guru Ji) & him (Khalsa).
WIH IR fAT Aadt, B d 48H €1l
YT HITJ, i HIT, 37 HIg, e 595 3< 11
(A9Y BT 19 &)
The designation of Khalsa is
applied to one, who is immersed in
the sentiment of self spirit, who has
an exalted personality; and one who
is an idealist. Guru Sahib has
described him as his own self, own
image :
Khalsa is my very self.
I abide always in Khalsa.

MBATHT U I ¥
MBH HfT T 5T
(A9 BT d[F &)
After Guru Maharaj had
administered Amrit to the Five
Beloveds, he received Amrit from
these very five beloveds with the
same procedure. He merged his
Divine Personality, full of all powers,
in the person of Khalsa. Thus has
been ordained :
Khalsa Brotherhood is my field.
I will always take care of it.
¥ §BAT 431 Hatll
98 HI® HiT 37 aatil
(H9Y 8T djg &)
Guru Maharaj gave the injection
of vital life among the dead persons.

Knowing that with their duties, they
changed the history of the whole
country. Today’s great peace and
welfare is the great gift of those
idealist personalities, in whose every
fibre of the being the vibrations of
the Name of Waheguru keep ringing
at all times. They always walked in
the world having become one with
Waheguru. The Perfect Sikh of Gurus
is thus united with God’s Name as
ordained in Bani :

How can a fish maintain life without

water?

How can a sparrow hawk be satisfied

without rain drops?

As the deer, fascinated by music runs

straight towards the huntsman, as

the bumble-bee greedy after the

flower’s fragrance, finding it,

enmeshed itself into it, so do the holy

men love their God and are sated by

seeing His vision.
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Today when we are making a

serious critical study of the Ideal
Khalsa, it becomes clear that the ideal
of the Khalsa has been dimmed. Guru
Sahib created a class of saint-soldiers
who always raged a war against
desire, anger, greed, illusion, pride,
jealousy, slander, backbiting, hopes
and thirst (for more things) and kept
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down the big thugs (robbers) namely
power, property, physical beauty,
caste and sex under control. They
extinguished the fires of the four
streams of pleasure, attachment, anger
and covetousness. They always
observed caution when considering
about the internal conflict of the
mind. Every fibre of their being was
ringing with God’s Name. They
sought God inside of them and
achieved Him. They recognised
Omnipresent spirit in each being and
so took to the service of the humanity
in a desireless way. They looked on
it as carrying out their duty. That was
the origin of the Khalsa. Khalsa that
manifested himself as the army of
Waheguru and the pleasure of
Waheguru. This was an ideal to fight
against the atmosphere of darkness of
the Iron Age.

Khalsa is the army of Timeless God
Khalsa is created by the glorious
expression of God.

MTBAT HATS YT a1 1

YATIeG HSBHT YHIH &1 HeT 1
(H9Y B d[F F)
Now when we make a critical
study in the light of those ideals, then
we find that these high ideals have
sufficiently vanished wunder the
influence of the Iron Age. Still there
are some organisations and ‘Jathas’
that have preserved these ideals with
their breaths and morsels. Their talk
and their way of life illuminates the
ideal of the Khalsa. But a large limb
of this faith appears to have broken

away from the power of Naam. The
victory of the Khalsa whether in the
religious, economic and political,
social or spiritual field depends upon
the fact whether he has become an
indistinguishable part of Waheguru
and by his divine ways he clearly gets
glimpses of God in every being. Only
that form is the Form of God Himself.
Such a Khalsa never faces defeat;
because believing as he does for the
welfare of all, he embraces all within
his grasp and makes them all his
own, by projecting the waves of love,
affection and my-own-ness. The
fraternity with the entire creation is
clearly visible in him; and he is the
servant of all, thus bound by Akal
Purakh (God). Since the whole
creation is his fraternity, he is for the
good of all. We should make a critical
study of our own self, at a very early
date and find out whether we are
leading our lives, according to the
high ideals, enshrined in Guru
Granth Sahib, or whether our mind
has become dim, due to the black
lines of the faith.

The Pahul (holy nectar) prepared
with the power of the Five Beloveds
and with the power of Gurubani
becomes the storehouse of power.
Anyone who has received Gur-Mantar
(Secret Word - Waheguru) from the
sacred tongue of the Five Beloveds
will never find that its ringing (of
Gur-Mantar) music has disappeared
from his life. The power of Gur-
Mantar gets absorbed in every fibre

March, 2021 72

'Atam Marg’



of his being and by its power, it
reaches upto the pond of nectar, about
which Gurbani says as under :

The mind is brimful with Nectar, but
the perverse know not its relish,

Just as the deer knows not its own
musk and wanders about guiled by
doubt,

So an apostate abandons ambrosia
and amasses poison. The Creator
Himself has infatuated him.
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The nine treasures and the Nectar are
Lord’s Name.

Within the human body itself is its
seat.

There is deep meditation and melody
of celestial music there.

The wonder and marvel of it can not
be narrated.
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He enjoys its great bliss, within his
own life.

So dear ones, think today! Have
we been able to reach the pond of
nectar? They holy nectar that the
gods, the men, sages and the deities
keep searching for and which is
received through the Guru, converts
the living being into the very form of

Waheguru. Have we achieved it
(Amrit) or not? Guru Maharaj’s
commandment says as under :

Nectar is the Name of the Lord God,
O my soul. By Guru’s instruction the
Name-Nectar is attained.
Poisonous is the pride of worldly
valuables, O my soul. through the
God’s Name-Nectar this poison is
eliminated.
JIHIT UTe T |1
TEH HewT firg T Hat fie=ie
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To achieve that nectar, we should
come to the shelter of Guru Granth

Sahib :
Waheguru is the Gurmantra.
Recite this mantra & get rid of I-
consciousness (haumai).
SfIgg Jang d AU T&H Getii
(57et ggew #l)
Get the Gurmantra & also keep
company with the dear followers of
the Guru & attain the position of the
Khalsa and forever and forever
achieve immortality (get out of the
circle of lives & deaths) :

Ever quaff the Nectar of God’s Name.
May thou live long and may the
meditation of God afford thee endless
delight.
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Mahatma Buddh Ji

Along with small adages of Gurmat

It is over 5,000 years ago that a
terribly bloody event took place,
which can never be forgotten. In that
historic event (Mahabharat War),
nearly 45 lakh young men were
killed. The killing of the soldiers in
such vast numbers is not a small
thing. It exercised a tremendous effect
on the cultural life of India. Many
atheistic sects arose. Lack of character
became wuniversal. The common
masses were without any goal
(objective in life). And Bharat started
on a course of decline. In place of
search for truth, ritualism became all
in all. The worship of the deities was
on the rise. The lofty ideals of the
Vedas were side tracked by the
attraction of idolatry. Thus time went
on passing. Many fundamental
principles got jumbled. The masses
adopted different paths for their
welfare. In place of the ideal of
achieving God, people took to
amassing the goods (riches). Since the
waves of the three qualities of sato,
rajo and tamo (good, bad, indifferent)
are in the nature of man, these made
man’s life unquiet (without peace). At
that time great events took place in
the life of a great man which sent
him in the search of Truth. The story
runs as follows.

In the lower reaches of the
Himalayas, there lived a race called
sakia whose principles were very
pure. It never favoured monarchy or
rule by single man (one man’s rule or
dictatorship). All the adults collected
at one place and elected their king.
Also all the adults chose their
Minister of the State by election.
Kapilvastu was the chief city of that
kingdom. In the 6th century B.C.,,
there lived a monarch named
Sudhodhan. He was the chosen
representative of the Shakya tribe. He
ruled, having powers like the Head of
the State of today. His tribe was
known by the name of Gautam. The
Shakya people were the Kshatriyas
(warrior class) by caste. They used to
defend their freedom with great
valour. The queen of this king was
called by the name of Maha Maya. A
great soul was born in their family.
He was given the name of Siddharath
Gautams. The time was 624 B.C.
Many have declared the date of his
birth as 566 B.C. As per the Will of
God his mother Maha Maya passed
away leaving him a child of seven
days. The king married the sister of
his Queen named Parjapati. This lady
gave more than a mother’s love to this
child (Buddha). Since childhood

March, 2021 74

'Atam Marg’



Siddharth had a very tender heart. He
got engrossed even in the smallest
event. His bringing up was done, in
a special palace, which was
surrounded by a large garden. Good
teachers, having noble ideas were
made available for his upbringing.
The child was very spiritual by
nature. He was attracted to the
worldly affairs in the minimum
manner.

Once a swan, in the wounded
condition, dropped in his garden. He
gave a great love to the swan, (nursed
him), until he was fully recovered and
in a position to fly to his home with
his own wings. The combination of
mercy and forgiveness, sympathy and
truth, sweetness of life and self-
restraint were his qualities which he
had got from God. As he grew to be
a youth, his marriage was performed
to Yashodhra. As a result a very dear
and beautiful son named Rahul was
born to them. Though the Prince
(Siddharth) was now a family man;
the son too was very dear and his
wife too very dear, worshipping her
husband and was very loving, but his
own attitude remained unattached in
the house-holder’s life. The worldly
pleasures and other material joys
failed to attract his mind. One day, he
told his charioteer Channa by name
thus : Today I want to go to the city
for an outing. Channa was somewhat
bamboozled over this desire of the
Prince because going towards

crowded city was banned to him. As
the Prince had become an adult,
Channa had to carry out his order.
Seated in the chariot, the Prince was
witnessing the sights round him.
Suddenly Channa stopped the
carriage. On enquiry of Siddharth,
Channa replied, sire, here is an old
man, who is shaking under his own
weight of years. He is walking very
cautiously, with the aid of a lathi
(stick). That person of advanced age
was trying to crossing the road.
According to Govt. rules, a child and
an old man have a prior right of cross
the road. Hence I stopped the chariot.
Siddartha looked closely at the old
man and asked, Channa please, how
has this man gone into this miserable
condition? Do all the people grow old
like him? In reply, Channa submitted,
Sire, this human body passes through
three stages through life.

Know thou that there are three stages
of life, childhood, youth and then old
age.

Says Nanak, know thou that without
the Lord’s meditation all are in vain.
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First is the childhood stage. Then
by degrees childhood is taken over by
youth, later this youthful body is
completely devoured by old age. Not
a trace of youthfulness is left behind.
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In the end, comes the death. The
objective of human life is the
achievement of Truth and truthful
knowledge. Achieving that one is rid
of all the troubles. But the man,
caught in the deceptions of the
pleasures of the material world gets
averse to the purpose of his life.
Being misled by worldly pleasures he
makes an entry into the house of
miseries and sorrows. He suffers
troubles in this life and is also in for
miseries in the hereafter. Hearing this,
Siddharth ordered the Chariot to turn
back. He felt a terrible hurt on his
heart. For many days he kept on
thinking, so much so that he even
stopped speaking due to this
experience.

After a lapse of some days, he
once again made a trip to the town.
He saw a person who was ill and
enquired, Channa, do all persons fall
ill. Channa was a simple person
possessed of a little intellect, he made
the reply, Sire, when a person
forsakes the life of restraint and self-
control, he eats too much, is given to
too much sleep, and gets in for tasting
excessive pleasures; when he starts
thinking about too many gains then
the worries of his mind increase very
much, the fire of desires inside him
take the form of a bonfire, then man’s
health is unable to bear all such
burdens and he loses his balance, and
as a result of all this, he falls ill. But
if this person, searching for truth

enters the sphere of Truth, then he
will never fall ill. Siddharth
understood this point. It went deep
into his consciousness. He was lost in
thought and so he returned home.

In the same manner he got a
chance to see a dead person. He
talked to his charioteer and said,
Channa, where has gone the power
that keeps a man alive? Are all
persons subject to death? Has
everybody to die one day? He replied,
Sire a person comes to the world. His
chief objective in life is to achieve the
Truth. But owing to the attraction of
objects and other illusory goals, he
forgets the real purpose of his life.
The body has been allotted a fixed
number of breaths and a fixed
number of days, months and years.
When that time limit is over, then
some excuse crops up for his death.
And the soul within the body,
carrying the bundle of his good and
evil deeds is presented for judgement
before the Eternal. As a result of the
evil deeds done by him, he has to
suffer the tortures of hell; he has to
assume the body of some inferior
creature. If he has performed virtuous
acts, he assumes some divine form
and he first goes to heaven to enjoy
the fruits of his good deeds. After
that, he is born in some great family
like you, where he enjoys the fruits
of his remaining acts. Channa
continued, Sire, if someone achieves
Truth (God) in this life itself he
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attains the supreme state and after
leaving this body, he becomes the
Buddha (Enlightened one) and then
he never returns to the circle of lives
and deaths. Thus he is freed from all
his miseries and enjoys perfect bliss.
After that he never suffers death. Nor
does he ever return to the circle of
births and deaths, like other men who
are bound by the consequence of
their good and bad deeds. Hearing
such talk, the Prince became
indifferent to life and he started
thinking about the dying nature of
the body. The Prince began to think
deeply about the miseries and
sorrows of life. Thus thinking such
thoughts many days passed.

Riding a horse, one day he went
to the spot where the farmers were
cultivating their land. He saw
different sorts of living beings
(insects etc.) stirring in the soil. He
remembered Channa’s remark that if
a man is deprived of the search for
Truth and takes to sinful acts, then he
has to assume such degraded bodies
in the world. This left a very deep
effect on his mind. He tied the horse
and sat under the shade of a tree, and
all his thought-currents stopped,
while considering this thought. One
day, he had a meeting with a sahdu,
who told him that for earning the
Truth, one has to put in very harsh
penances. One has to turn his face
away from the joys and pleasures of

love of families. One cannot achieve
Truth sitting on the throne. Hearing
this, Prince Siddharth sat under the
shade of a tree, and all his thought-
currents stopped, while considering
this thought. One day he had a
meeting with a sadhu, who told him
that for earning the Truth, one has to
put in very harsh penances. One has
to turn his face away from the joys
and pleasures of the world; and also
to sacrifice the love of families. One
cannot achieve Truth, sitting on the
throne. Hearing this, Prince
Siddhartha made a firm determination
to leave the house-holder’s life. So
one day, leaving behind his dear son
Rahul, also leaving behind his loving
wife sleeping, he proceeded towards a
river riding a Chariot. He sent back
his ornaments and royal garments,
through his Charioteer Channa. He
cropped his own lovely tresses with
his sword, lest his beautiful
appearance should create any problem
in his life. At that period, the Prince
had reached the apex of his youth -
the 29th year of his life. To start with,
he went to a Guru named Allah
Kalaam. This saint gave him spiritual
lessons on how to combat one’s
physical desires. That would take him
into the sphere of the beyond and
beyond that. He taught him the
procedure to become pure in the
‘Nothing” (shoonn) namely a special
kind of meditation.

. e (ST to be Continued )
the world; and also to sacrifice the .
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Canada

Bhai Sarmukh Singh Pannu
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