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The Lights Immortal

(Continued from P. 77, issue Dec. 2020)
Began they, how can you mislead us?

You try to mislead us by holding out false
allurements. They are to be left in the
world itself. Very great men came into the
world, they had their ways, and in the end,
were reduced to a handful of dust. Just
leave them aside, very great incarnations of
God (avatars), religious teachers (pirs),
Muslim saints (aulias) and ascetics, no one
lives forever in the world.

One Shiva was born, one died and another
was born again.
There have been many incarnations of
Ram Chander and Krishan.
How many Brahmas and Vishnus have
been there.
How many Vedas and Puranas, how many
collections of Simritis have been and gone.
How many preachers and Madars, how
many castors and Polluxes.
How many part incarnations have
succumbed to death.
How many priests and prophets have been
there.
They are so many that they can’t be
counted.
From dust they sprang and to dust they
returned.

& e 98 & gTF & &9 IE,

TN §C fgAs & meIT 3t mad Il

gIH™ g faaa 33 §€ ' YI'5 33,

fiffs mas & gfe gfe fagme il

H&€l He'T a3 HABT IHT 33,

Wi MEFT 33 I §H IE Tl

Uig »f g a3 a5 & uaT &3,

gH at 3 gfed 89 gw at isE 31

Akal Ustat

Yogis, continents, celibates, and very great
kings,
The shadows of whose umbrellas extended
for many miles.
Who wandered subduing kingdoms and
crushing the pride of very great kings.
Sovereigns like Maan and lords of the
umbrella like Dilip
Great kings who prided themselves on the
strength of their arms.
Proud men like Darius, like the Delhi
kings and like Duryodhana,
Having enjoyed the earth in their turn at
last were blended with it.
Aart A3 goHgal 95 §5 E3TGT
87 Jt at &fem aet aF & IBF Tl
§3 98 gH& d €97 fealT €n
g5 85 gus & oU & €8T Tl
H' R HIlu o festy & 7 sgarat,
g5 i I €5 & q9F Tl
9" i fesing eqas A wagdt,
§aT 59T IH HT IH H BT T'1I
Akal Ustat
These materials will be left right
here in this world. From out of you came
a Mahmood who plundered India,
perpetrated many cruelties, looted lots of
wealth; did he take it to the next world?
Our first Guru gave a lesson to Karoon,
saying -

Money belongs to one who spends to live
comfortably

Who gives and makes others give as God’s
will be.

One who doesn’t keep back, who doesn’t
eat hidden,

You know the hearts, truly, he goes to
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heaven.

eHaT 3Rt ar 7 yga MT el
82 feme gae yerell
JIT & TH MABT & YTl
Faaia fesest i BrT el
BHITT &™HT

Friends, why do you err, your
righteousness alone will go to God’s court?
Who is that fool who attaches himself to
the petty materials of the world in order to
hang his head in shame in God’s court.
Bear it in mind, “We’ll sacrifice ourselves.
You don’t know how terrible a tempest
will blow! It will shake you to the roots.
You are going to commit that crime which
no law of any legal code allows.”

Then in great anger Sucha Nand
began to speak, “I also come from the
Khatri clan. Look, I, too, am with them. We
get along well together. I occupy such a
big position. Children, don’t talk rot. At
that time Prince Jujhar Singh said, “You
are a fallen Khatri; our forefathers have
said -

“The Khatris have renounced their true
duty.

They have adopted the language of
foreigners firmly.

The whole earth reduced to caste of doers
of wrong doers.

The fervour for religion is gone.

YIPHT I GIH EfFHT HB& TP arat il
figAfe A7 fear @g& Jet gan &t anfs gat il
P. 663

Your duty was the protection of the
country. The foreigners came and
dishonoured the country; they molested the
womenfolk. You should die of the shock
of this dishonour because the real Khatri
is one -

One brave in good deeds is a Khatri,

And who employs his body in charity.
He searches out the battlefield,

To sow seeds of sacrifice in it

Such a Khatri is approved in God’s court.

Y3t 7 F JGHT a7 5T I

U& & ar &3 g i

87 ysTe i e il

7 431 edaraT ya='e il P. 1411

We are fully ready to sacrifice
ourselves, we’ll not renounce our faith. At
that time that Suchanand, better styled Liar
Nand (the name Suchanand means son of
purity, truth. In Sikhism for his dastardly
role in getting the younger princes
executed, he is called Jhutha Nand - son of
lies or Liar Nand, opposite of Suchanand
- contemptuously) looked at the Nawab
who was in serious thought; a ray of
compassion and justice was about to bring
light to his mind. But Suchanand said,
"Respected Nawab, these children are not
milk drinking infants, they are not afraid
at all. If they grow up, they will be much
more dangerous than even their father. It’s
better these baby snakes are crushed right
now."

Death sentence by bricking them up
alive was passed. The description of Mahi
was later given the following words of
poetry by an Urdu poet -

Sentences to take life were passed

on one side,
Zeal to sacrifice implanted in the heart

on the other side.
Parents placed stones on hearts

on one side,
Stonehearts were throwing stones on
rubies
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on the other side.
Brickbats on a delicate body fell

on the one side,
The gods were raining flowers

on the other side.
The sentences of Qazis

on the one side,
There were Princes of the Guru

on the other side.
Brickbats and stones

on the one side,
Iron determination

on the other side.
The preparation to die

on the one side,
The joys of the world

on the other side.
The faith of religion

on one side,
The emperor's power

on the other side.
The satisfying morning

on the one side,
The ignorant evening

on the other side.
Shining stars

on one side,
The dark clouds

on the other side.

The delicate bodies

on one side,
Killer's sword

on the other side.
Face with looks of good men

on the one side,
The bloody looks of men

on the other side.
The shouts of glee

on one side,
The sighs of people

on the other side.
The innocent children

on one side,
The whole world

on the other side.
Don't be discouraged, friends
The Great Hearted is

on one side.

5 8 B85 J §3< BTl IJ § fea 395,

Ha § yS'7 & 59 &aT 99 § fea 39,

G BT 1t gy & A3 I UET fea Fav,

g5 99 § Har fes &8 i ygq fear Fae|
gr 3& dHa U G937 gt yga fear 397,
&9 gJ § <37 g8 al g9uT fea FI¢ |
fear 39e T & §3<, I ffa 34T,
gfe yga fea 39, maat feae fea 39/
faearat fea 39, HId & AN fear 34T,
fea 39 »m&H at gEPHT »ig e fea
el

gan T fear 39, gIBT IIHT B Fae |
F¥'T Areq fed 3¢, HH AT & 391

N'T Y'g fx 39e, Idia €& [ea Idg,
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famn a7 fea 397,
AMHIG a'3% [Ear 3ge|
fear 39 § gud, Bar &l M fead 39/
e 39e HTEH g9 Mg AT fed 33¢,
fe® & garat & JIa7,
WIS fes ar fed Fae |
AETB™HT 3 AGIS™MT, UBT - 233
The Princes were bricked up in the
wall but the wall declined to give space to
them; the heart of the wall burst; bricks
scattered; the children who had fainted due
to cold fell on the ground. Meanwhile two
executioners came; they placed their knees
on the chests of the children and beheaded
them. This is that tragic story which is
difficult to listen to and to narrate.

When the mother came to know about
it, she thanked God that her grandsons
fought a determined battle like brave men.
They gave their heads but did not renounce
their faith. The mother was a perfected
yogi because when Respected Guru Teg
Bahadur (her husband) was engaged in
austerity of meditation at Baba Bakala, she
practiced a variety of ascestic ways, sitting
outside the underground cell of the Guru.
Just as Mother Jito Ji had, at will, cast out
her life-breath, in the same way Mother
Gujri contemplated the lotusfeet of God.
The memory of Respected Guru Teg
Bahadur (her husband) came before her
eyes, she cast out her life breath by
opening the brahm randhra (The Tenth
door of the body). The proclamation of the
Guru runs -

A gurmukh comes and goes as he pleases.

FIGHTY W& FE [SHTr I P. 932

In the house of the Guru there are
many examples when Guru’s disciples cast
off their body at will and having done so
again entered the body at will.

The Tenth Master listened very
patiently to the narration of the martyrdom
of the younger Princes from Mahi who had
been sent to Sirhind to get the news. Guru,
the Emperor, was spontaneously removing
the soil with his small sword from round
a reed (Saccharam spontaneum). All of
sudden, His Holiness, the Guru pulled
himself together, and saw that from the
eyes of all the listeners, who sat together
round him, a flood of tears streamed down.
Nobody was left with strength enough to
speak. Their throats were choked; Rai Kala,
too, sat silent amidst a flood of tears.
Suddenly breaking this silence, Guru, the
King of Kings, said, “Mahi tell me one
thing that, when this sentence of the
greatest distress of bricking the Princes up
alive was passed, wasn’t there even one
person in the whole assembly who
protested against it and raised the voice of
dissent?” At that time Mahi said, “O
Emperor, when death sentence was passed,
then, the Nawab said to the Malerkotlians,
“Here, I hand over the sons of your enemy
to you. You take revenge of your brother
who was killed by Guru Gobind Singh in
the battle at Chamkaur. Take full revenge
by beheading these children with a
sword.”

At that time the Malerkotla brothers
stood up from their seats and began to say,
“Respected Nawab, you ask us to kill these
milk-taking tots who do not even know
which thing goes in their favour and
which goes against. Can’t you see your
own children are the same age? What
crime have these children committed? At
their age a father carrying them on his
shoulders takes them round a fair.
Respected Nawab! you broke pledges, we
kept silent. But now cruelty has exceeded
all bounds. You have thrown the teachings
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of the sacred Quran down the drain into a
dark well. And in the darkness of dirty
mind, you are sentencing these milk-taking
tots to death, to bricking them up alive in
a wall. How innocent these children are!
What lofty thoughts they have! From not
even one thing connected with them does
it become clear that they are enemies of
anyone. They are the ones who see Allah's
light in everyone. Won’t the earth burst
when such innocents will be killed? We
refuse to join you in this disgusting drama
filled with cruelty. Invoking Allah, we stop
you from this saying, if you want to take
revenge, take it from Guru Gobind Singh,
the lion, by challenging him, who has
escaped from the clutches of all.

To take revenge by killing innocent
children is a task which befits cowards.
From the depths of our heart, we give vent
to our disagreement with this proposal of
yours. Raising our objections to it, we walk
out of this drama of sin and this assembly
of wickedness." So saying, they walked out
of the court.

Mahi began to say, “Lord! Listening to
these words, once a pall of silence fell on
the whole court. The Nawab, too, became
thoughtful. But that wicked Khatri named
Suchanand, but the fiend should be named
Juthanand (Liarnand), said in great anger,
“We don’t agree with any thing said by the
Malerkotla group. The sentence of death
will push the heart of the enemy fully into
the depths of depression. Even if we fail
to lay hands on him, yet the profound
grief of the deaths of his sons will eat into
the vitals of his heart. These children
should not at all be set free nor should
their grandmother be pardoned. The
Nawab has decided to get them bricked up
alive in a wall and I am in 100 %
agreement with him."

Mahi said, “Emperor! listening to the
poisonous words of that evil-minded
person, the atmosphere of the whole court
changed. No other person protested; rather
they expressed agreement with the Nawab.
Crying bitterly, Mahi told all these details.
Guru, the Emperor, consoled him. On this
side the narration comes to an end. On the
other Guru, the Emperor, uprooted a reed
plant and, taking it in his hand, he sat
straight. Throwing it some distance away,
he said, “Where such violent outrage is
perpetrated, Allah brings down divine
punishment there. This cruelty has
uprooted the Moghul empire." So saying,
he uprooted the reed plant and threw it
away. Then Rai Kala who was of Muslim
faith said, “Emperor, I, too, am a Muslim.
I have not committed any outrage. Shower
your grace on my family." Then giving the
small sword of his sacred belt, he said,
“You have done an act of goodness. Your
family roots will stay green, till you
continue to respect this sword. The day
your descendents wear it in their belt after
you, your roots, too, will dry up. But the
Malerkotlian who inspired by values of
humanity, recognizing the presence of
Khuda, God, raised a voice of dissent, have
protected the roots of their offspring. They
will rule here. On account of the words
appropriate to human values which they
used for the Princes at that time, our brave
warriors will do no harm to them.

Turning his blessed head to face all
the listeners, Guru, the Emperor said, “No
one lived for ever in the world. In
accordance with the order from God’s
court, man comes here, then goes; all are
allotted numbered breaths, when the last
breath is drawn, a being leaves this world.
It is foolish to hope for attachment in the
numbered breaths -
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Fixed is the number of days and breaths
That to each by the Creator are given
Says Nanak they are fools strong
Gripped by doubt and attachment who
want life to prolong.

5f& ur® AT feen A
39 €5 Wed 38 ATl
Alea Balg FaH Ha aa 36 area il
P. 254

This month of Poh (December-January)
is a month of sacrifices for the Khalsa
fraternity, in which starting from
Anandpur Sahib, thousands of Singhs laid
down their lives. The Princes got martyred.
Their fearlessness and their wisdom to
fight a determined battle with death and
fervour for protection of their religion sent
a wave of life current in millions of
cowards and many made up their mind for
ending this sin-laden rule.

It is very difficult to understand the
acts of the Tenth Guru. He did not give
even a bit of thought to his own self. If he
did think, he thought that India, turning
away from religion has hit the lowest level
of degeneration. In a way she died while
still living. To put life into these dejected
shelterless people, he gave the great gift of
Nectar. A tidal wave surged forwards. Just
a little after Guru, the Emperor, merged in
the Divine Light, the able leadership of
Banda Bahadur shook this oppressive rule
to the roots. Punishing the oppressors and
the wicked in a just manner, he showed to
the world that righteousness always wins
and unrighteousness leads to destruction.
Being inspired by these sacrifices, the
Singhs started such a movement whose
every step was a step to “Chardi Kala”
(Ever High Spirits). Breaking on the
wheels, being carded like cotton, getting
the scalps removed, getting cut up limb by

limb, dying by being burnt with cotton
tied round the body, all this inspired these
Ever-ready-to-die Singhs, marjiwaras, that
feeling of self-respect that they were never
ready to put up with living a life ruled by
others. The determined sacrifice of the
Princes dispelled all fear from the hearts of
Indians. Their self respect awakened and
they finished oppression.

Today you are reading the story of
lofty deeds. Friends, learn that the source
of all power is the Name of Waheguru and
the knowledge of Waheguru. For a Singh
of the Guru death has no meaning. It is
just like taking off old clothes and putting
on new ones. The real thing that we
should keep in mind is this that we raise
our life to such a level from where our
fountain of love should rain nectar on all.
No one should consider you a stranger,
rather every one should own you as his.
This is possible only if you have the firm
feeling that Waheguru lives in all. We all
have sprung up from the same one Light
and all are one as a unit.

The Tenth Master was common to all
humanity. He wanted to bring truthful
conduct in the world which in the Golden
Age was, found in man in all spontaneity.
The man of the Golden Age saw Waheguru
everywhere. As against this the man of the
Iron Age has fully fallen from human
nature and being at the level of a sprite is
creating boisterous uproar. In the Silver
and Bronze Ages man was at the level of
human beings. But due to ego in them, the
degree of ignorance had increased in them.
And they had started being deprived of the
glimpse of God existing in His fullness
everywhere. The ideals of the Tenth Guru
are of that man whom he has termed
Khalsa (The Pure) who suffers from no
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religious illusions, in whom the storm of
the material illusions has changed to light,
whose servants like Bhai Ghanaya have
lost the feeling that in this world any
enemy exists. It is evident from their life -

Put away from my mind is others’ envy
Ever since I attained the saints’ company.
No one my enemy, no one a stranger to me
I have become a friend to all.

What God does, with that I pleased be,
From the saints I got this wisdom.

One God pervades everything, everybody
I see and see Him to be in bloom fully.
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He himself lived the bani (the Song
Celestial) of the Guru Granth Sahib. Like
rubbish he swept away and threw out from
life enmity towards anyone, revenge,
meanness, the vile act of dishonouring
women. With the scissors of truth, the
roots of envy, calumny, backbiting, fear
and violence the ugliness he swept out
from life and threw it out. Today the
world stands in need of such a man who
with regard to his enemy can say, "Bhai
Ghanaya your eyes are perfectly O.K. You
see the right thing, no doubt about it. The
will of one God is doing in this world.
Now you, don’t just serve water to the so-
called enemies......."

Giving ointment and bandages, he
says, “You serve water to the injured; also
apply ointment to the wounds and dress

them so that he gets well fast."

Lifting man from his meanness, I had
fashioned a complete man whom I named
the Khalsa (The Pure) who came into being
as per the will of God.

God is always Kind, Merciful,
Forgiving. A beloved friend of His should
also acquire all these qualities of the
nature of God and should save the whole
world from darkness by becoming a light-
house. It does not become us to use force.
But when all courses of action are finished,
then, it is not a sin but a human right to
end that brute with arms after challenging
him because one who takes away the lives
of others is a barbarian (immalechha) and one
who gives life is a Khalsa, an angel.

"I have come to make the men of this
world angels. I will go after handing over
this work to my tested Khalsa. My Khalsa
will be 'the contemplated” of the world
and it will be the leader. With his blessed
words, with his actions, with his thinking,
with his spiritual power, always longing
for the good of the world, it would really
say from the depths of its
heart -

Says Nanak with the Name of God

The Chardi Kala (elation of spirits) comes
O God, let by Your will good be done to
all.

33d 3H gFel aBT
39 5@ AIET a7 IBTI
The martyrdom of the tiny tots will
always inspire all to do good. These lights

are always, ever, immortal and immortal
they will ever remain.

P e TNG
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Guru Arjan, the God Manifest
dId MIA& UI3y Ifg

(Continued from P. 77, issue Nov. 2020)

After 14 years, Humayun once
again returned here as the King of
Bharat Varsh (India). After him, his
son Akbar was the most outstanding
personality. Though he was quite
illiterate, yet his inner eye was full
of light. It is said that under his
rule, the lion and the sheep could
drink water from the same place
(there was absolute security for all).
He came to the shelter of Guru
Maharaj and obtained the Guru's
blessings. During Akbar’s regime,
India experienced much prosperity.
After him, his son Jahangir occupied
the throne of India. During that
period the Fifth Master, Guru Arjun
the true emperor, was scrapping the
falsehood and the ignorance of the
masses. The Punjab, rather the
whole of India worshipped at the
feet of the Guru receiving True
Knowledge of the spiritual path. He
was the embodiment of Bani, the
sacred hymns. He was the Sun of
pure glory. His discourses equally
influenced the Hindus and the
Musalmans. This is one side of the
picture. On the other side, the
fanatical Mullas and Maulanas were
dreaming of establishing Islamic
kingdom but they had little
influence during the reign of Akbar.

As soon as Akbar died the
fanatical parties raised their head
and came to occupy the country’s

stage. These included high caste
members of both the religions -
Hindus as well the Musalmans -
people like Birbal, who were proud
of their family, who looked on
religion as a business and made
bargains over it. Among them,
blazed the fire of jealousy. The so-
called Acharyas (religious leaders)
and other bogus philosophers
became the contractors of taking the
people across the ocean of the world.
They made a fool of the people and
started amassing huge wealth from
them. They were absolutely not fond
of the popularly loved personality of
Guru Arjan Sahib complaints were
made against Guru Granth Sahib,
charging that in this (Holy Scripture)
there was the censure of Prophets
and apostles of the Vedas and Quran
Sharif. The Emperor heard the Bani
of Guru Granth Sahib and made an
offering of gold coins. Bhai Budhha
Ji and Bhai Gurdas were offered
Saropas (robes of honour). This was
a humiliating defeat for the
complainants. The conditions during
the reign of Jahangir were different.
Though he had declared that in the
matter of giving justice, he would
inflict punishment even on his
beloved Queen Noor Jehan. But the
other hand, hostility against the
Guru’s family was increasing day by
day in his mind, because these
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detractors, which included Prithia,
Chandu Shah and other Pandits of
this category were all in league with
Mujaddad Alfsani and Sheikh Farid
Bukhari, were all the time pursuing
conspiracies against the Guru’s
Divine Kingdom. They made so
many false accusations against the
Guru that Jahangir without giving
much thought to the matter, turned
against the Guru’s regime. As a
result; he seemed bent upon
completely crushing this movement
of peace (the Sikh Movement). So
much contemptible hate for Gurus
had been injected into his mind that
he started  issuing  major
proclamations, on the basis of the
minor, excuses. Sheikh Mujaddad
Alfsani fully understood that if there
was any major obstacle to the
establishment of Islamie kingdom, it
was the Voice of Truth, raised by
the Fifth Sovereign Guru Arjun Dev.
The Hindus and the Musalmans
started sitting together at the same
platform. He wanted to inflame
Jehangir against the Guru. When
Khusro raised the banner of revolt
and was defeated, he crossed River
Beas to meet the Sovereign Guru
Arjun Dev at Taran Taran Sahib.
According to the convention of
Guru’s langar (community kitchen)
his hungry army men were fed in
the langar; which was served to all
without any distinction of caste or
creed. This incident was very
important which could be exploited
to poison the mind of Jehangir.
Prince Khusro was arrested, his
companions were put under harsh

punishments, and Jahangir’s
collaborators were given rewards.
These opponents could get no peace
of mind till they had inflamed
Jahangirs mind against Guru Arjan
Dev. Guru Maharaj was summoned
to Jehangirs Court at Lahore and
without any enquiry capital
punishment was announced against
him under the ‘yaasa’ rule. Such
punishments are inflicted on the
saints and the mendicants, so that
their blood should split on the earth,
so that their soul would not allow
the king to have a comfortable sleep
and always created fear in his heart.

Our historians record a large
number of causes for this event, the
chief of which is supposed to be the
non-acceptance of the marriage
proposal of Chandu’s daughter for
Guru’s son, Guru Hargobind Sahib.
This seems right, because Chandu
had turned against Guru Maharaj
over this very issue. Puffed up with
pride, he was unmindful of his own
insolence. He had said that he
belonged to a high caste Khatri
family, he held a big position and
was a very honourable person. As
against this, Guru Arjan Dev was
only a wandering faqir, he had no
property, he had no Govt. Office,
addressing the priests who had
returned after fixing the marriage
with Guru Hargobind Sahib, he said,
you have done a low act. You tried
to put the brick of the superior room
into the dirty water drain. His mind
was filled with boundless hatred for
Guru’s family. This can be one of
the reasons, but not all the reason.
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There were many political
reasons as well. Akbar was a
devotee of Guru Maharaj beyond
limit. Many of his officer’s of the
high rank both Hindu and Muslim
had the best regards for Guru
Maharaj; specially the Subedar
(Provincial boss) of Lahore, Wazir
Khan was one such. Also Faquirs
(mendicants) of the exalted rank
such as Mian Mir who wielded a
vast influence on both the Hindu
and the Musalmans, had the fullest
faith on Guru Maharaj.

When the epidemic raged in
Lahore the whole work of the burial
of the dead and their obsequies was
done without any distinction of caste
or creed in the presence of Guru
Maharaj. The needy were helped
with clothes and food items. They
were all ready to sacrifice
themselves over Guru Maharaj. In
addition the farmer class of Punjab
looked upon Guru Maharaj as their
Messiah; as when the famine broke
out and they had no money to pay
the land revenue, Guru Maharaj
interceded on their behalf with the
king and got their land revenue
remitted. In this way, Guru Maharaj
wielded a great influence in Punjab
and also all over India. Jahangir was
well-informed about all these facts;
and he did not want any break with
the Guru’s establishment but the
harsh fearful punishments inflicted
(by the king) on the occasion of
Amir Khusro’s rebellion sent a
shudder through the hearts of the
people. So this was the occasion

when the people would stay
speechless, if the king entered into
confrontation with the Guru’s
organisation. The opponents lodged
a complaint that Guru Arjan Dev
had helped Amir Khusro with
money, that the Guru gave him food
at his langar and had made a prayer
on his behalf. These incidents were
enough for him to have
confrontation with Guru Ji,
according to the preconceived
scheme. This has been described in
the book  Tuzke  Jehangiri
(autobiography of Jehangir) as
follow :

“In the town of Goindwal on the
bank of River Beas, there lived a
Hindu named Arjan. He claimed to
be a prophet and a saint. He had
made a large number of simple-
minded Hindus and low class
Musalmans as his disciples. For a
long time, it was in my mind to
close down this shop of falsehood,
or else to join Arjan Dev in the
Muslim fraternity. In those days,
Khusro passed by way of Goindwal.
This simple-minded person served
him and put him up at his abode.
When I (Jehangir) heard of this
event, I was confirmed in my mind
of the falsehood and heresy of Arjan
Dev, I gave orders to summon him
into my presence. I also ordered him
to make over his residence, his
family members and children to
Murtazahhan (Sheikh Bukhari who
was the obedient assistant of Sheikh
Ahmed Sarhindi Mujadded
Alfasani). All his property was
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confiscated I ordered that he be
tortured to death under the rule of
‘yasa’.

When Chandu sent his priest to
arrange for the engagement of his
daughter, he confirmed matrimonial
proposal with Guru Hargobind
Sahib. At the time of the betrothal
ceremony held at Delhi, Chandu
also invited some prominent Sikhs.
There he spoke words of great pride.
He said, O priest, you have not acted
with full consideration. My daughter
is related to a very high class
aristocratic family. She was the brick
of a (palatial) room you have filed
that in the drain of dirty water.

Jiswr gle ga9 at
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The devout Sikhs could not
tolerate this slander of Guru

Maharaj. They sent a letter to Guru
Mabharaj :

Chandu, the villain considers
himself a high palace.

And places Guru’s house as drain.
He has used slanderous language for
Guru’s institution.

Therefore this marriage should not
be selemonised.

gie & gie fez & greti vg yamy
This letter was sent through one

of Guru’s followers. It was read out
to Bhai Buddha Ji, Bhai Gurdas ]Ji
and other Sikhs, who were invited for
the purpose. It was decided not to
accept the engagement. They would

prefer relationship with someone who
was not haughty.
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According to Suraj Prakash (book).

We will not accept daughter of a

non-believer, the one who has no

love and consideration for the
institution of Guru.

a3 g7 & &fdal, 3fd HIgT gIg 3& 1

The shagan (engagement articles)
was returned. Chandu, in pride said,
we are known as high class family
of the royal Khatris. They are sarins;
being inferior to us, they dare to
return (reject) our engagement.
Muhammad Latif writes, Chandu
sent rupees one lakh, if they would
accept the engagement. Guru
Maharaj replied, even if they give
the kingdom as a dowry, we cannot
go against the verdict of the
fraternity (Sikhs).

Chandu turned hostile. Prithi
Chand had already been thinking
very ill about Guru Arjan Dev
because he (Prithi) had not been
given Guru-gaddi (the position of
the Guru). On the other hand, the
fanatical religious lunatics
(extremists) both Hindu and Muslim,
absolutely disliked the Gurus
sunlight; they looked at this sunlight
with the eye of the owl (owl can’t
see under sunlight). They entered
into conspiracies to make people
such as Sulahi Khan to attack the
Guru’s organisation. All these got an
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opportunity to malign Guru Ji after
the revolt of Khusro. A very
powerful lobby always surrounded
Jehangir, their objective being to
harm Guru Maharaj. Guru’s
establishment which in the light of
Guru Granth Sahib preached perfect
unity between the Hindus &
Muslims as the Guru was presented
by devotees as having been born out
of the Glory of Allah. Guru’s high
class knowledge - which shattered
the bonds of Sharah (Muslim
Gospel) and rejected its code of
conduct - preached that man had not
come to this world to be bound in
the chains of religious sectarianism;
his real purpose was to realise the
God within, which could be
achieved by accepting Gurbani
(words of the Guru) and by making
spiritual earnings. As the Guru
ordains :

This body, in whose heart is the
light of the True One, is wholly
meant to practise virtue.

Within it are hid the mysterious
jewels. Some rare slave, through the
Guru, mines them out.

When the mortal realises the All-
pervading soul, then, does he see the
One Lord contained everywhere and
the only One, interwoven like warp
and woof.

He sees the One Lord, he believes in
the One Lord, and with his ears, he
hears the tidings of the Lord alone.
Praise thou the Lord’s Name, O
slave nanak. This is thy service of
the Truest of the true.
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Guru Maharaj’s teachings broke

the black chains of superstitions and
false ideas and wunwanted
ceremonies and practices, which the
fanatics, have wound round man.
These teachings brought out the
light of truth, gave the right
direction to life and tell us that
Waheguru (God) is steeped inside
man and we can realise Him with
the grace of the Guru. As is the
Guru’s commandment :

Within the body-village, is the
castle of the mind.

Within the city of the Tenth Gate, is
the abode of the True Lord.

Ever stable and immaculate is this
place. The Lord Himself has created
it.

Within the fortress are balconies
and bazars.

The Lord Himself takes care of the
goods.

The admantine doors of the Tenth
Gate are knowingly closed and shut.
Through the Guru’s word, they are
wide-opened.

Within the fortress, is the cave of
Tenth Gate, the Lord’s Home place.

By His order, the Lord of will has
established nine apertures to the

body-house.
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The Incomputable and Infinite Lord

abides in the Tenth Gate.

The Unseable God of Himself

reveals His ownself.
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Guru Maharaj was not in favour

of going to the jungles and
practising very sever penances, thus
reducing the body to a very weak
state. He ordained that by means of
a healthy body and by keeping it
disease-free and by following the
rules of

Moderate food and moderate sleep.

MBY HTT FBY Al [Ber............. Il
YIEIl 10

we can search for God, who is
immersed in every atom inside our
ownself.

Enshrine within thy mind the Lord’s
lotus feet and with thy tongue
repeat the Lord’s Name.
Contemplate over that Lord’, O
Nanak, and nurture this body of
thine.

wfe AfT gaeafde araT Ad US|l
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Guru Maharaj’s teaching was

common for all humanity. He
inspired us to be fearless by doing
the jap of the Fearless (God); and he
popularised this dictum :

Nanak, God’s Name is ever exalting
and may all prosper by Thy Grace.

33 3H gFel aBT
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Bear not enmity to anyone.

In every heart the Lord is contained.

geT &9 5 qIh Gl
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termed this

Guru Maharaj
outward universe as the visible
shape of God. Also he fixed the
complete Avaita philosophy of Non-
duality in the heart of man, who
was engrossed in ritualism.

Now I see the Lord, hear of the Lord
and narrate but the One Lord.

The Supreme Soul is the Lord, 1
know no other.

gay €IF goy gt &F & SuEhi 1l
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He termed as meaningless, the
rituals of each community for the
attainment of God. He ordained that
so long as there is no liquidation of
moral deformities and so long as
you do not cut the web of desires
that enmesh you, till that time you
can’t achieve Waheguru. That is
impossible. The deep path that the
Guru showed us to keep company
with the saints who have realised
the Truth and who have the capacity
to reach us to God, without binding
us with any meshes. If we give
careful consideration to the
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following commandment, the

fundamental idea of the Gurus

philosophy becomes very clear :

The man reads holy texts and
studies the Vedas. He practises
inner-washing and breath control.
But he escapes not from the
company of the five evil passions
and is all the more tied to haughty
disposition.

My dear, by these methods, the Lord
is met not, and I have performed
many such rituals.

I have dropped down weary at the
Lord’s door and pray for the grant
of discerning intellect. Pause.

Man may remain mum, make his
hands the leaf-plate and wander
naked in the forest. He may visit
river banks, shrines and the whole
earth, but duality leaves him not.
With his mind’s desire he may go
and abide at a place of pilgrimage
and place his head under the saw
but his soul’s purity departs not
thus, even though he may make
lakhs of efforts.

He may be a man of bounty and
give gifts of many sorts, like gold,
women, horses and elephants.

He may offer corn, clothes and lands
in abundance, but he arrives not at
the Lord’s door.

He may remain attached, in love, to
worship, adoration, prostrate
salutation and six rites.

He takes pride, nay, excessive pride
and falls into entanglements. By
these means, he can meet not God.
The knowledge of the Yoga modes of
union with the Lord and of the

eighty four sitting postures of the
men of miracles; He grows weary
practising these as well.

He may attain long life, but without
obtaining association with God, he
is born again and again.

He may enjoy royal sports, indulge
in the Kingly ostentations, and issue
unchangeable orders;

He may have beauteous couches
perfumed with the sandal aloewood
scent. Such things lead him to the
door of terrible hell.

Singing of God’s praise in the
saints’ society is the highest of all
the deeds.

Says Nanak, he alone obtains it,
who 1is pre-destined to receive it.
Thy slave, O Lord, is inebriated
with this love of Thine.

The Destroyer of the anguish of the
moek has become merciful unto me
and this soul of mine is imbued
with the Lord God’s praise. Pause.
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The Guru directed us to bathe in
the inner pool of nectar, instead of
going to take dip in the places of
pilgrimage. Explaining the reality of
wearing the sacred thread, he
ordained that so long as mercy lives
in one’s heart, till contentment does
not appear to take complete control
of the mind, till one learns the habit
of leading the life of truth, till one
is able to establish complete
restraint on all the sense organs, till
then the sacred thread (janeue) has
no capacity to expel the internal
moral defects. Only the sacred
thread worn with the word of the
Guru and taking a dip in the pool of
(God’s) Name has the power to

remove the filth of the inner mind.
Guru Ji ordained that the biggest
disease of all humanity is one’s
consciousness that he is separate
from Waheguru. This is called
haume (I-ness). This disease of
haume can’t be shattered, till one’s
consciousness to the sphere of Nam.
The cure for the liquidation of
Haume has been placed by God
within our body itself.

The nine treasures and the Nectar
are Lord’s Name.

Within the human body itself is its
seat.

There in deep meditation and
melody of celestial music there.

The wonder and marvel of it can not
be narrated.
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The medicine of God’s Name is in
every heart, O brother.

Except the Perfect Guru, no one
knows the method to prepare it.
When the Perfect Guru administers
the medicine after giving the
directions, then, man sickens not
again, O Nanak.

afg W&y AT we T F7eti
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Thus this ideal of the Path of
Light was wunderstood by people
who were caught in the mesh of
superstitions and false customs.

‘Atam Marg’ 73

January, 2021



They were coming into the
protection of the Guru, like the
honey bees that come in swarms
attracted by the fragrance of the
flowers. All the so-called Muslim
priests and preachers, also the
Pandits who taught old time rituals,
as also the governing circles were
much disturbed by the awakening
that was coming as a result of the
teachings of the Guru. Guru was the
sun that put to flight all darkness
and those dark circles sought to
cover that sun. The people were
being made conscious of their own
rights and the desirability to lead a
life of self-respect. Today these are
called human rights. This
consciousness of their rights by the
people was widening day by day.
The rulers were worried that if this
organisation of awakened people
rose to give battle to injustice and
might is right, it would become very
difficult to deal with them. In a way,
it was a natural fight going on
between truthful men and between
the group, that stood for rule by
force, for superstitions and false
ideas, that was the real reason for
the rulers opposition to guru’s
organisation. The Guru’s writ of
Light bestowed so much superiority
on the faithful persons that their
consciousness had coalesced with the
divine as equal. Its significance was
as under :

He, who in his heart loves Lord’s
ordinance, is said to be the man
having Salvation while alive.
As is joy, so is sorrow for him.
In that state, there is everlasting
happiness and no separation from
God.
As is gold, so is dust for him.
As is nectar, so is sour poison for
him.
To him as
dishonour.
As is the pauper, so is the king.
He, who deems that what God puts
in vogue, is the proper way; that
man, O Nanak, is said to be
emancipated while still alive.
yg at wfapT wsH fas= 1l
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The man, who in pain, feels not
pain, who is affected not by
pleasure, love and fear and deems
gold as dust.

is honour, so is
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Man suppressed for centuries
was encouraged to lead a life of
ideals, getting beyond the boundary
of the fearful death. Freed from
creeds and superstitions, he was
imagining the setting up of a
kingdom of humility in the world.
In that set up no one would be
miserable, no one would be under
another’s domination, no one would
cause fear to another, nor feel any
fear from anyone else. The feeling
of commonalty and brotherhood
would blossom in one’s heart, no
one should be considered alien, who
should be one’s enemy, who could
be exploited and who should be
forcefully converted :

All are called partners in Thy grace.
Thou art seen alien to none.
A3 AEles Refefs
F @7 & fenfs gaar 71611 nfar - 97
Nor could the evil groups or
preachers of ritualism or the
organisation that kept the populace
in the false labyrinth of false shara
(Muslim codes) tolerate that such a
new creed should be born, which is
a live organisation in the light of
Truth and that leads to clean and
virtuous living, ending their loot and
exploitation. So these were the
reasons, which were growing
inwardly against the establishment
of the Guru’s religion. They never
wanted that purity and originality of

the Bani (Gurus teachings) that had
shown the right path to humanity
should gather strength. They sought
to adulterate it with the element of
darkness, which they could not
effect under any condition. For some
reasons the time had come when
Jehangir, due to his own
contemptible religious fanaticism
began to think of most hateful
punishments, in order to make Guru
Ji a martyr. It was a virtuous act to
give food to Khusro at Guru’s langar
(community kitchen) when he was
hungry, at the time of his revolt. But
this act of the Guru intensely
pinched him and provided him with
an excuse to torture the Guru to
death. The historians have expressed
their own opinions.

Orders were issued to arrest the
Guru. It was on May 15, 1606, when
the Guru Gaddi was given to Guru
Hargobind Sahib, who was yet in
his childhood physically. He was
told that there was a limit to
peaceful tolerance and now that
limit had been crossed and it was an
auspicious and sacred act to go in
for martyrdom by making a sacrifice
of his body. At such a juncture it is
not the right but also imperative
duty of a person to lift the weapons.
The rulers never could ignore the
idealism born out of pure life; they
are all for their own self-interest.
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They carry on their administration
by keeping the subjects in ignorance
and also by keeping them in the
grip of confusion and false
statements and by creating
misunderstanding between the
public.

Jehangir was not a religious
man. According to the Quran, taking
liquor is a heretical act, but Jehangir
was all the time tipsy with wine. He
made an excuse of this people’s
religion (Islam), and converted the
evils on this score into the deeds of
virtue and did what he pleased. On
this score his acts were looked upon
as a royal highway of religion. How
could he remain ignorant of the
rising sun of the Guru’s religion and
of the consequences that could flow
out of the life of purity preached
therein? So Jehangir expressed his
contemptible feelings by calling this
great, holy idealism (Sikh way) as
the shop of falsehood. Thus his
jealousy - that was full of inner filth
and hatred - became the cause of
the martyrdom of the Fifth Master.

Orders had been passed for the
arrest of Guru Maharaj. After arrest,
he was brought to Lahore. Before
departure, Guru Maharaj ordained :

Convinced was he of his Supreme
Sacrifice;

It was ordained for him to be with
Turaks, muslim rulers, who would

advance excuses;

I have to sacrifice my body,
There is no doubt about it.

It is the Supreme Will of God.

ST Balar AiF, o [sEem wifemT)
gfe y=e €l g, fem 39t geti

Guru Ji was accompanied by
Bhai Langhaha, Bhai Bidi Chand,
Bhai Jetha, and Bhai Parana. He was
presented before Jehangir. He was
charged with giving shelter to
thieves, dacoits and rebels like
Khusro, and that he was disturbing
the peace of the country, “You have
compiled a Granth which has hurt
the current beliefs of the Hindus
and of the Musalmans. This has
caused pain to the leaders of both
the communities. So delete all such
statements and in their place record
the holy life of Prophet Muhammad
Sahib. You are being awarded
capital punishment under “yasa rule’,
to be tortured to death. The only
way to escape that sentence is for
you to embrace Islam. Guru Maharaj
tried to explain the facts. But in their
lives there was no element of
intellect left. Instead the darkness of
evil intellect pervaded them. Nor
had they any respect for any law.
There was only one idea uppermost
in their mind, namely to stop the
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river of light flowing so cooly; and
to make a martyr of Guru Maharaj,
under the Muslim rule ‘yasa’.

The order of execution law began
to be carried out. Guru Maharaj was
taken to a haveli (large building). He
was given neither water to drink nor
any food to eat. He was made to
stand in the sun in the scorching
heat of June. On the second day, a
large cauldron was requisitioned.
The order was given that the Guru
should be lifted and thrown inside
the cauldron. The water in the
cauldron was boiled and the Guru’s
body was being fried. All these
punishments were being inflicted
under the supervision of that
Chandu. It is recorded in Suraj
Parkash :

The water of the cauldron was
boiling and it was ordered :
“Lift the Guru and put him in.”
The Guru himself got up and seated
himself in the boiling water.
giT g/ 7 &ar et
yad €g f3nt Hig* 57t 11
3fg Afzarg €l »mr arg |
FUfF 319 HIT 8517 381
Al HIf Yo dfd, YsT - 2364
There was not a sign of
harshness on the face of Guru Ji.
Rather his consciousness, woven into
the love of God, had become one
with God. It was proclaiming :

Wherever Thou seatest me, there do
I sit and whithersoever Thou
sendest me, thither go I, O Lord.

In the entire world-village, there is
but one King and all the places
being Thine, are pure, O Lord.

AT GTElT IT FAT T

AT AT 3T ATl

AT &d1dl HfT & TAT

A3 ufeg afg a=Ti| nfar - 993

Being the store house of all
spiritual powers, Guru Ji did not ask
for any punishment for the
misguided Chandu. In its stead he
was perfectly calm and was
completely united with God. Pranaji
could not bear to see this sight. He
lifted both his arms and was going to
clap (to pronounce punishment on
the king or his agent). Guru Maharaj
in a loud voice stopped him, and
said, “Here you are not to show your
power. Whatever is happening now is
taking place with the will of
Waheguru. We look upon God’s Will
as sweet. Facing his God, he ordained

We are ordained to do this act.

You cannot grasp this act of God.
aH & for gt 395 57

F a7 B4 &= mraaaTi

HI HIA a[F YaH, YT - 2365
body suffering

The was

(ST to be Continued )
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