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T aE If, it 3% feg fa€ 33 3t mow
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qITE nTg-g39

(B3t fzs BT €Y, mazEd Ha, dseT-55)
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¥ TAT TSI
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Aot v #Wt € yIesHa feuw
(Inspired Thoughts of Swami Ram)

(B3T #zs Bt €Y, magET nid, dsT-54)
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feo A9 »39 &z »t feo AWsET A9t

I fa A famrs wieg & 3, 83 I nifswmw
96 o1 nifsA &% ¢ ugdasT mr8et I

fimms 9= & yfger 9, AR 8 HY nifsnR 3° fast, wigse sdt I Aaer, fast
I Hes TeE © RN 3 udew g1 feg nPST € IHT HOA TIHS I &9 ASE|
TH3T feu I3 T Fe9 I, 935 g J, <THST feU nigse IO, ITWT WG TIAS
fe Gt 9367 Y-y H=3TT, Y- TIN few I Irdter T &I T U miy § WigHTAS
Y Aol feu 7t 91 Wey TEse 9 ¥ few forBz € wigmws 3 feg I &t
eHf w Tl I - W39 e W, WUET WS fz It gAeT 395 FE &I, ITF 3
w3 99 T AAY fegst €8 ¥WI 5 A6 pyepmpr mard, 3% 3 wud ooy 3
wet g = 8% 3, 8n ot wew dofl A feg fewr@e Wt nidtas B o
¥ &3 91 Quesd & 33 I, feo Hse 9, il wftg 3 31 mordter 3
fer HAg few afde 9@ fem few fom o, ggS MHIg S URTS JI
93 &, foR 39t a95 @ Iq I AFRHES ﬁa»@mgﬂ@?@w ¥z I st
Rt 31 wim & fAfior feg st fmr@et)  AHSE, 8T 3T nigEHs 3 ¥g3 g9 AMSE
?gmmgm%m M,@Uﬁﬂ@ﬁﬂﬁ@gfejgsm?‘
| nff @ AR few f w3z st Ifenm A foor 1 feg w3 fuzt & vy
fmr@e, & &t »im & A foR 3% "3 dfonit § nisEAs few oot fonr@e falfx
T ) T T o S T g9 i 6 g fes o g1 €0 aw
?ﬂﬁqﬁwﬁnﬁﬁmﬁﬁvﬂé@m o Msﬁfeawmﬂ'aﬁuﬁ
S feg agt &t fam 39t & & fAfter &t
Afz § #AsE = fex W39 W I, €9 Af3 £ R gfgnt € Bl . .
faagr mfgnrt @ wies 31 ASeWs §gs @t | H ¥ gl Ag&!, ST,
A frdt IoER T foS X s Pt fee ﬁﬂ?wgﬁﬁmﬁﬁlm
#t fmft 7 Aaet ¥ ug feo few wgz @ A et sdF
Yadlas ferr J1 HElems € wdat &3 Is5| S By foeg Rrost fafamr ot mret
9363 & @3W neAE 3 uydee @ I, 8T = few mEs (fezm) I few
7g3 Aot Tt 951 fager & &= @30 mrew & 37 9, B ' MR 5T, OO
gﬂggmaﬁgwwﬁ,ﬁ%wi F9&T @ #T Je, ot e I, st Bt
Y3 39 AIET 1 AEREs T s T ufge ?%%?H{ﬁ;?%g
8 T HSAX Tam 3, §% 3, fidsE 3 AR Y o
HI3 JTT| TAIT BF I HE © HAUHSITI @ﬁo%#}@u.mwg
frgr I, wuz wisg w fmme v fem oy fAfmr ffer 3, fmre 91w s
T uRes @ HeY wmuR vy few, Afgesr S SAT e T ofes Rw @, Ww J few
@ werg few o wer 31 89 weRwr 9 3T B YT @ AE IOt I A T
wde @, fqur &, Astews & nAfgest &, fafuor dF &, €7 3 fam 37F =93 Aae
Aigt & €9 neRwr <t feg mofead  F1 way <ot gg3 At Hefeast 5,
3, wifgA wEt Juz o® AU 'ITT ggz g5 g9 AaEr I fefsoH wRE I
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ar 35 € gah)

T WMAT 96 WMUS MY § WEd HUde=' €
MEHTEr HEe I8 HJ #I%-998% §8 T
MfIPHTSHET T=ET T YIITET Jde J€ MY =t
JIC | A3 HI9'H At & faor fa gHt A9 fem
®H "us feg fam = it 35 A5 tHfewr
famr "t w3 @9 3= A& J9 =ur fesT fapur
A, feg AH® T 39 § w3 faubut gt gut
HfenT 3° 99 & 93& Hfo™ 3 Ad9 d¥
wfa™s & &3 dee I&, fog farasT & F It
A& AUS d< M3 MTUST AlSs AES a4 | A
HIaH At fen a° e fagg age J¢ fea =t
A, Jaat get T fa -

At fie fAg™ & 4l

6T ag waw a9t Ffde

fod @8 &3t at ated
6 fes ag yg Tfde |
fead &ars &ait Bel At
Jg 2 mdz @5t et -
SHE @9 Waw & ast
A & yg fa3 afde
gret gtg i At
feg ggretrt g5 fagt & wHT light
houses (FH& H&E™T) WY HaE IF M3 A HAT
(rocks) 3° §97 & BWS BT HIUHI H'Idr
TING Jde I& | WU It A9 MfAd HITyamt
ot f&femt gaa ravg €9 ast st fidart
H I HI9TH Al & HuH&T Aoy & 3g<t
mAeue! feg Tdcs A3t T

W~z Wz

Website :- www.ratwarasahib.org
Instagram

E-mail :- sratwarasahib.in@gmail.com

4 A
933 Afog niAgs @ Qa9TH
AS WM3eT - AHt-gufae 12.00 3* 3.30 e° 3 |
YIGHTHT - (12 THES, fes dee9-g3ea Afow)
(AHt - Bt 7.00 3* 10.00 ' 3)
Hagte afsa - 16 a9, fes AHe9 (AWt ART 5.30 3* 8.00 ¥7 3)
s Aew - HdAd ¥ ufed wsewl
. y,
( INTERNET MEDIA AND LIVE TELECAST A
Website :- www.ratwarasahib.in

: - RATWARA SAHIB (https://instagram.com/ratwara.sahib/)

You Tube :- https://www.youtube.com/user/babalakhbirsingh

Facebook:- https://www.facebook.com/ratwarasahibl

Twitter:- https://mobile.twitter.com/ratwarasahibl

Apps (for both apple & andriod) : Ratwara sahib ji & ratwara sahib TV

Contact - 9569455861, 9417912900, 98146 12900)
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A3 efanmy fiw odteas gAu3™S, 93«3 Afaw

mt : ARY 9.30 3* 2.00 I (A3TT I FAIEO)

saedt ¥ AHt - AT 10.00 3* 12.00 I
25 &: 98786-95178, 92176-93845,

TEST T FH AuAfsAe fes
1. 3. AAdlS d9 A69® HSHS AHeg
2. 37, gfdes a9 oar mH.3t (arfeat) AHETS
3. 3T, gty fRw oar WH.3T (it T Hfa9) Mg
4, 37, gogn fAw ISt w3 w3t & wifge HarseTg
5. 3. 3fdes fAw 769% WA "
6. H HEtas WMIAY AUATSAC Haseg m3 dgeg
7. 3. H. WA, JAIS He9% NStRs/dfent @ AUmfsAe "
8. S W9.MH HU ISt w3 73T T AUEfeAS 99
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The Martyrdom of Sahibzadas
Ajit Singh Jujhar Singh

The Birth of Khalsa - On Baisakhi Day in
1699 Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the tenth Guru,
initiated the Sikh community into the new
order - the Khalsa - at Anandpur Sahib, the
city of Divine Bliss.

A vast congregation of devotees had
come from far and near. As the Asa di Var
Kirtan concluded, Guru Gobind Singh went
aside on a specially raised platform and
unsheathed his sword and said in a
thundering voice, "Is any one ready to
sacrifice his head to protect his faith?". There
was a stunned silence for sometime. The
Guru repeated his challenge. One Daya
Ram, a Khatri from Lahore stood up and
offered his head. The Guru took him aside
inside a tent. He returned after some time
and again asked for another head. A Jat of
Delhi, Dharam Das, got up. The third brave
Sikh was a cook from Puri, Himmat Rai. A
washerman Mohkam Chand from Saurashtra
and a barber, Sahib Chand from Andhra also
volunteered themselves. Guru Gobind Singh
later returned with all those five devotees,
dressed in new blue dresses. They were
presented to the congregation by the Guru
who called them 'My Five Beloveds'.

The Guru baptised them all in one
common utensil and wiped out the
distinction of caste and creed amongst them.
They were named as Bhai Daya Singh, Bhai
Dharam Singh, Bhai Himmat Singh, Bhai
Mohkam Singh and Bhai Sahib Singh.
Thereafter the Guru himself expressed the
desire to be baptised by these Five Beloveds.
Therefore, we call Guru Gobind Singh, Ape

Gur Chela, Master and disciple, all in one.

The tradition of baptism blazed a new
trail. The Guru's young sons and thousands
of devotees were baptised. Each one of them
adopted the five emblems of a true Sikh -
Kes (hair), Kirpan (sword), Kara (steel
bracelet), Kachha (underwear), Kirpan
(word). The five K's remind each Sikh that
he belongs to God (Waheguru) who is the
Protector. Now named by their Guru as
Singh (lion), he will fear none and fight
tyranny and injustice with all his might.

The two sons of Guru Gobind Singh,
Sahibzada Ajit Singh and Sahibzada Jujhar
Singh, were also initiated into holy order.
Every evening they would gather their
friends and form two battalions. They would
fight mock battles with swords and arrows.
Guru Gobind Singh occasionally watched
with pride his sons at such military
exercises. The moghul officials looked upon
the setting up of the Khalsa Panth by Guru
Gobind Singh with disfavour. The Sikhs
addressed him as "Sache Patshah" - the True
Lord. How could the Moghul Emperor
Aurangzeb tolerate that in his kingdom any
one else should have the right to this title?
He thought that he was the supreme ruler.
He commanded his generals to put a check
on the ever-increasing following of Guru
Gobind Singh.

Anandpur Sahib attacked - Under the orders
of Aurangzeb Nawab Dilawar Khan and his
son Rustam Khan were specially chosen for
a massive attack on Anandpur Fort. Rustam
Khan chose a winter night in November
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1695 for an all-out attack when there would
be less water flowing into the river so that
his soldiers could go across to the fort easily.

He thought the tired Sikh soldiers would
be fast asleep. The Guru's alert Pathan guard,
Alam heard the footsteps of the galloping
horses. In a few moments the Sikhs soldiers
were in position. The arrows started flying all
over. As the arrows and bullets hit the Moghul
soldiers standing in the river water, they cried
in anguish "Save us, O God!" and fled.

This was the first battle of Anandpur.
Three other wars followed between 1700-
1714 A.D. They used all the strategy to
dislodge them from Anandpur. All their
efforts, however, proved fruitless. The
Moghul forces lost many of their Generals.

Bhai Bachitter Singh encounters drunk
elephant - Once they sent a drunk elephant
to force open the door of the Anandpur Fort.
Guru Gobind Singh blessed Bhai Bachitter
Singh, son of Bhai Mani Singh. With his
Nagni he hit the elephant with a forceful
shot. The wounded elephant ran amuck
trampling scores of Moghuls under his feet,
before he died writhing in pain.

The final battle of Anandpur Sahib - The
fierest battle of Anandpur Sahib was fought
in 1704 which continued for a month. The
Moghul armies had a trying time in the heat
of summer followed by monsoon. They
wanted to wriggle out of the war without
losing face. They sent two emissaries - a
Maulvi and a Brahmin, who swore by the
Koran and the Geeta that if the Guru agreed
to leave the fort, he would be allowed to go
unharmed. The Guru knew this was a ruse.
He decided to put their word to a trial. He
got a few cart loaded with rags, bones and
skeletons and had the material covered with
silk and velvet cloth.

No sooner had these cart loads travelled
a short distance from the fort, there was a
sudden attack by the Moghul soldiers. They
were, however, dumb-founded to see the
contents. The Guru had scored over them.
After a few days, the Moghuls apologized
and sent to the Guru a copy of their holy
book, the Koran signed by Aurangzeb,
alongwith his letter, promising a safe exit, if
the Guru left the fort. Guru Ji's Sikhs
pleaded with him to accept Aurangzeb's
assurances. On their repeated request, Guru
Gobind Singh Ji agreed to leave the fort, just
after midnight.

Guru Gobind Singh leaves Anandpur Sahib
- On the 20th December, 1704, when the
winter was at its peak, Guru Gobind Singh
departed from Anandpur Fort along with
Mata Gujri, his four sons and the five
beloveds. The other Sikh soldiers followed in
small bands. As they all reached the bank of
the Sirsa river, they had their usual morning
prayer and Asa di Var at dawn. Thereafter
they crossed the river.

Gurur Ji's younger sons get separated - The
two younger sons of the Guru, Sahibzada
Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh,
got separated from their father on the banks
of river Sirsa. In the company of Guruji's
revered old mother mata Gujri Ji, they
walked across hilly roads, for an unknown
destination. Their grand mother related to
them stories and episodes of Guru Nanak
and other Sikh Gurus. They recited their
holy psalms. They were feeling quite brave
and fearless. Guruji's old domestic servant
Gangu came to know that the younger
Sahibzadas were seen going, along with their
grand mother. He followed them and soon
overtook them. He requested Mata Gujri Ji
to go with him, to his village Khera, which
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was near about. He assured them that they
would be quite safe there and the Moghul
authorities would never be able to locate
them. Mata Ji agreed to do so and proceeded,
along with Gangu, to his village Khera.

When the Moghul soldiers woke up in the
morning they discovered that Guru Gobind
Singh and his companions had left. They
roused their companions from their sleep and
rushed after them on horses. The Guru had
already crossed Sirsa river. Some of his
companions were still on the river bank. As the
Moghul soldiers pounced upon them, a fierce
battle started. In the darkness the Moghuls
could not distinguish between friends and foes
and killed some of their own men in utter
confusion. The valiant Sikhs stemmed the tide
of the advancing Moghul forces. They gave
them a stiff fight.

Supreme sacrifice of Bhai Ude Singh & Bhai
Jiwan Singh - Bhai Ude Singh held the
Moghuls at bay single-handed. Scores of
them were beheaded by the fearless warrior
before he became a martyr on the battlefield.

Sahibzada Ajit Singh was about to cross
the river when the Moghuls closed in on him.
Bhai Jiwan Singh came to his rescue on his
charger. He rushed at the Moghuls with his
spear. Under the impact of his fierce
onslaught the Moghul soldiers ran helter
skelter. Baba Ajit Singh shipped his horse,
swiftly crossed the river with a lightning
speed and was soon beyond their reach. Bhai
Jiwan Singh checked the onward march of
the Moghuls for quite some time. A number
of them fell down dead as his spear pierced
their chests. They were no match for his
fighting spirit. He displayed a unique spirit
of matchless bravado, inspite of the heavy
odds against him. Ultimately, however, he
also joined the company of the illustrious

martyr Bhai Ude Singh.

A memorial stands to this day as a
tribute to the valiant deeds of the brave Sikh
army and to the martyrdom of Bhai Ude
Singh and Bhai Jiwan Singh. Devotees come
in large numbers to pay their homage to their
sacred memory at this place.

The Moghuls lost the battle and
returned to their camp completely exhausted.
Guru Gobind Singh had been watching from
a distance the valuour and the fighting spirit
displayed by his brave Sikhs.

Brick Klin at Ropar cools down - After
crossing Sirsa river, Guru Gobind Singh,
along with Sahibzada Jujhar Singh and a
few Sikhs, proceeded further. Sahibzada Ajit
Singh also joined them after some time. They
headed towards the town of Ropar. The
residents hesitated to offer them any place.
They pointed towards a nearby brick kiln.
Guru Ji and his soldiers rode to the kiln.
When Guru Ji's horse stepped on the burning
hot brick kiln, at once it cooled down. The
workers got worried. They lifted one of the
bricks to examine. They were taken aback.
The brick was quite firm and fully made.
They fell at Guru Ji's feet and prayed for
his blessings. A beautiful Gurdwara 'Bhatha
Sahib' stands on this spot as a monument to
the miraculous act of Guru Gobind Singh's
horse.

Guru Ji at Ropar - Guru Gobind Singh Ji,
Sahibzada Ajit Singh and Sahibjada Jujhar
Singh, along with forty brave Sikhs, arrived
near Ropar by the evening. They set up their
camp in an open and vast uncultivated piece
of land. The Sikh soldiers put up tents in no
time. The place looked like a small army
cantonment. A Pathan of Kotla Nihang Singh,
who was a great devotee of the Guru, took
up the duty of the guard at the Camp. This
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well-built stalwart Pathan looked a real
imposing figure.

Guru Ji at Chamkaur di Garhi - After the
day's ferocious and exhausting engagements
with the Moghul forces, the brave Sikh
soldiers fell asleep for a restful night after
they had said their evening prayers. The next
morning Chaudhri Budhi Chand, a zamindar
of the town, who was a dedicated devotee
of Guru Gobind Singh rushed to the camp
and appeared before Guru Ji, paid his
respects and very humbly requested Guru Ji
to shift his forces to his house which was
build like a fortress. This would provide
them with adequate defence against the
onslaught of Moghul armies who were in
pursuit of Guru Ji. Guru Ji was pleased to
hear Chaudhri Budhi Chand's proposal and
directed his soldiers to shift their camp to
Chaudhri Budhi Chand's fortress, called
Chamkaur di Garhi. The arms and weapons,
as also the other equipment, was loaded on
the horses. It was transported to the fortress
very quickly. Everything was arranged at the
proper place. Under the direct command of
their Lord and Master Guru Gobind Singh,
they were ready for the battlefield.

Nawab Wazir Khan attacks Chamkaur - On
hearing of the Guru's presence in Chamkaur,
Nawab Wazir Khan led an army of ten lakh
soldiers to Chamkaur. He had it announced
with a drum beat that if the Guru
surrendered along with his companions, his
life will be spared. Guru Gobind Singh
responded by flinging arrows upon arrows on
the Moghul forces which hit quite a few of
them and wounded them. None of them
dared step forward.

General Nahar Khan & Ghani Khan killed
- General Nahar Khan put up a ladder along
one of the walls of the fortress and tried to
step up. As he raised his head, Guru Ji

aimed at him with his arrow and killed him
on the spot. The soldiers were terrified at
this horrible sight and tried to run away
from the battlefield. General Ghani Khan
came forward. Guru Ji flung his gurj at him.
His head was crushed with the fierce shot.
He fell headlong and died instantaneously.

The battle scene - Sitting inside the fortress
at a strategic point Guru Ji was watching the
entire scene of the grim battle. He went up
the top of the fort and took Sahibzada Ajit
Singh Ji and Sahibzada Jujhar Singh Ji along
with him. Selected Sikh soldiers were posted
on duty in all the four directions near each
pillar. Bhai Madan Singh and Bhai Ganda
Singh were put on guard duty at the entrance
of the fortress.

Complete preparations were thus made
for facing the major onslaught of the
adversary. The Sikh soldiers took change of
their arms -arrows, spears, lances and
swords. Both Sahibzadas also got ready for
the battle.

Though their numbers were much
smaller as compared to the large contingent
of the Moghul army, the morale of the Sikh
soldiers was very high. The very presence of
Guru Gobind Singh in their midst infused a
spirit of invincible courage. With Waheguru's
support they were ready to face the enemy
with determination and courage.

Standing calm and fully composed Guru Ji
was carefully planning the strategy of the
ensuing battle.

The historic battle of Chamkaur - The
historic battle of Chamkaur took place on
22nd December, 1704. On one side were the
Great Guru's forty brave soldiers whose
supplier of food and water were cut off but
they were still possessed of unlimited
courage. They were facing an all-out
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offensive from ten lakh Moghuls who were
armed to the teeth. When the Moghuls
launched their attack, Guru Gobind Singh
started sending contingents of five Sikh
soldiers one after the other, who shouted
"Sat Sri Akal" at the top of their voices as
they jumped into the battlefield.

The battle started in full force on both
the sides. The Moghul and Sikh soldiers
attacked each other with all strength at their
command. Simultaneously arrows were aimed
at the Moghuls from above the fortress in
large numbers followed by gun fire. The
fierce battle went on for over two hours.
Swords and shields clanged against each
other. Arrows were flying all over. Hundreds
of Moghul soldiers lay dead on the
battlefield. Blood streams were flowing and
had covered the entire ground outside the
fortress.

The first batch of five Sikh soldiers
slaughtered hundreds of Moghuls before
sacrificing their lives. The second and third
batch followed in quick succession. They
displayed similar feats of marvellous courage
against heavy odds.

Sahibzada Ajit Singh enters the battlefield -
Nawab Wazir Khan of Sirhind ordered his
army to surround the fortress from all
directions. Observing that the situation was
getting serious, the remaining Sikhs pleaded
with Guru Ji to leave the fortress along with
his sons. As if the Guru had not heard their
entreaties, he drew their attention to the
volley of arrows being shot from both the
sides and the way the soldiers were
interlocked in the grim struggle. When the
Sikhs repeated their request, to save the
lives of the young Sahibzadas, Guru Ji asked
them, "Which sons are you referring to? All
of you are my dear sons." They were greatly

moved by the affection shown by Guru Ji
and resolved to stand by their Lord and
Master to the last. In a few moments
Sahibzada Ajit Singh came close to his father
and sought his permission to go to the
battlefield. Guru Ji gave him his blessings
and sent a batch of eight Sikh warriors with
him.

As the 19 year old Sahibzada Ajit Singh
and his companions came out of the gate of
the Chamkaur fortress, their clarion call, "Sat
Sri Akal" resounded all over the battlefield.
The Moghul soldiers surrounded the young
Sahibzada from all sides. The brave son,
however, held them at bay and aimed a
barrage of arrows at them. Shouting "Ya,
Allah, O my God!" they beat a hasty retreat.

Other Moghuls jumped into the fray.
Sahibzada Ajit Singh and his companions
faced them bravely and courageously but
they ran out of their stock of arrows. They
started wielding the swords. Riding on a
horse the Sahibzada rushed into the midst of
the Moghul soldiers challenging them with
his swords. One of the Moghul soldiers
aimed at the Sahibzada with his lance. The
Sahibzada warded off the attack but his
horse was hurt seriously. Finding him along,
the Moghul soldiers closed in on him. As
they pounced upon him all at once, the
Sahibzada became a martyr on the
battlefield.

Guru Gobind Singh was watching
closely from the top of the fortress the brave
fight that his valiant son had put up against
his adversaries. As he sacrificed his life,
Guru Ji shouted, "Sat Sri Akal" from inside
the fortress and bowed his head to the
Almighty in thankfulness.

Sahibzada Jujhar Singh enters the battlefield
- On seeing his elder brother's brave sacrifice
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on the battlefield, the younger brother,
Sahibzada Jujhar Singh, just 15 years of age,
came forward and beseeched his father to let
him follow in the footsteps of his brother. The
Guru blessed him too and sent five Sikhs
with him. Sahibzada Jujhar Singh dashed out
of the gate and challenged the Moghuls with
the slogan "Sat Sri Akal", which reverberated
all over. The Moghul soldiers were amazed,
that Guru Gobind Singh had offered his
second son also for sacrifice.The Moghuls
advanced in full force. The Sahibzada and the
five Sikhs resisted with all their might. As the
sun set, Sahibzada Jujhar Singh also attained
martyrdom, Guru Gobind Singh again
thanked God that he had repaid the debt.

The four letters of Guru Gobind Singh Ji -
Thereafter Guru Gobind Singh attached four
letters to the arrows and aimed them at the
Moghul Generals. The first arrow struck at
the belt of Khwaja Mahmud Ali. The Guru
wrote to him, "You have lost your honour both
in the world and in your religion by taking
an oath and then going back on it." The
second arrow hit wazir Khan's horse. "He
who swears and then does not abide by it,
will be thrown in the burning fire in hell",
wrote Guru Ji to him. The third arrow
pierced the turban of Zabardast Khan, the
Nawab of Lahore. "He who swears by the
Holy Koran and then betrays will be burnt
in the fire of hell. The time is not far off
when our brave Singhs will create havoc for
you and your kingdom", warned the Guru. In
this letter attached to the fourth arrow which
hit Ajmer Chand on his leg, the Guru said,
"You will never have peace in life. God
Almighty is our Protector and saviour."

The final address of Guru Ji at Chamkaur Di
Garhi - Guru Gobind Singh then addressed
his devotees in the fortress. "There is no

other course left to us but to fight the enemy
bravely. Each drop of blood shed by us will
lay firm foundations for our community.
Streams of blood of the Moghuls will flow
like river as your comrades wreak vengeance
on them in due course. For his protection a
devoted Sikh has full faith in God Almighty,
his Guru, the Sadh Sangat (Sikh
congregation) and in himself. This conviction
sustains him through thick and thin in all
situations. We have to struggle and strive,
accept the challenge and face the enemy, and
never back out. We have to stick to our faith
ever at the cost of our lives." The Ten Sikhs
who were left in Chamkaur Sahib fortress
requested the Guru that in view of the
critical situation, he should leave the fort.
They chose five beloved (Panj Piaras) and
passed a resolution that the Guru should
leave the fortress the same night. The Guru
and the disciple, all in one, bowed before
their decision. He laid down one condition
that while departing from the fortress, he
will challenge the enemy and not escape
stealthily.

Guru Gobind Singh decided to take
some of his companions with him. He
dressed Bhai Sangat Singh, whose face bore
some resemblance to Guru Gobind Singh Ji,
in his own dress, put on the plume to his
turban and seated him on the top of the roof
where he had been sitting before. Just after
midnight Guru Gobind Singh got on the roof
of the fortress, blew his trumpet and came
out of the gate. Standing on a mound outside,
he shouted thrice : "The Guru has escaped!"
As these words echoed in the quiet dark
night, some of the Moghul soldiers were
awakened suddently. They rushed after the
Guru post haste. The torch bearer led them
in the darkness. Guru Gobind Singh aimed
his arrow, the torch was put out and fell
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down. Unable to find their way further, the
Moghul soldier returned crest - fallen. Guru
Gobind Singh had travelled a long distance
by day break.

The final fight - The seven Sikhs who were
left in the fortress were determined to
sacrifice their lives. As the day broke, the
Moghul soldiers launched an all-out attack.
The brave Sikhs flung open the gate and
rushed forward to face the enemy with their
swords unsheathed. They shouted Sat Sri
Akal and engaged the enemy in a grim final
struggle. Innumerable Moghuls were
slaughtered by them before they became
martyrs in the historic war of Chamkaur.
One of the seven Sikhs, who laid down their
lives at Chamkaur, resembled Guru Gobind
Singh and had a plum attached to his turban.
The Moghuls thought that Guru Gobind
Singh was also among the seven killed that
morning. They conveyed the news to their
Generals. But they were mistaken.

Guru Gobind Singh at Machhiwara - Guru
Gobind Singh had reached the ravine of
Machhiwara after travelling on foot the
whole night through wild jungles. It was in
the forest of Machhiwara that he composed
his well-known hymn -

Go tell the Beloved Lord, The condition
of his yearning disciples; Without Thee, rich
coverings are an agony to us; And to live in
the comforts of our households is like living
with snakes. Our water pots have become
like pikes on which men are impaled. The cup
we drink from has an edge like a dagger!
Beloved, Thy turning away from us is like
what a beast endures from the slaughters!
With the Beloved, a mattress of straw would
pleasure us; Without Him, in rich houses, we
are burned alive!

His devoted Sikhs, Bhai Dharam Singh

and Bhai Man Singh, traced the Guru and
reached his resort in Machhiwara. His
attendant Gulaba also arrived. The two loyal
pathans, Nabi Khan and Ghani Khan, who
used to buy good quality horses for the
Guru, also came there. In Machhiwara Guru
Ji got the news that his younger sons,
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada
Fateh Singh, had been bricked alive under
the orders of Nawab Sirhind. Upto their last
breath, they stuck to their faith and no
inducement could shake their determination.
The news of Mata Gujri Ji's passing away
was also conveyed to the Guru.

The story of the supreme sacrifice of
younger sons has no parallel in human
history.

Supreme Sacrifice of Young Souls

On arrival at Sirhind, the young
Sahibzadas were lodged for the night in a
cold room in the tower. At a great risk to his
life, one of the devotees of the Guru Bhai
Moti managed to send milk for Mata Ji and
the Sahibzadas. Sahibzadas Zorawar Singh
and Fateh Singh listened to episodes from
Sikh History related to them by their grand-
mother. On hearing about the ideals set by
the Gurus the two Sahibzadas assured Mata
Gujri Ji that they would stand by their faith
and follow in the footsteps of their
illustrious father. Mata Ji was pleased to
hear this and admired her grand children's
courage and firm determination.

Sahibzadas in the Royal Court - Next
morning the Police constables told Mata Ji
that they had orders for taking the two boys
to he Nawab's Court. On an enquiry by Mata
Ji as to why they were called there, they
answered respectfully that they were not
aware of the reasons, their duty was to obey
orders only. Mata Ji embraced her grand-
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sons, blessed them and asked them to uphold
the sacred traditions of the Gurus. The two
Sahibzadas pledged to do so and departed
cheerfully.

The two Sahibzadas walked to the court
boldly along with the constables. As they
reached the Court, they noticed that the big
gate was closed and there was only a small
window for gaining entry to the Court. The
intelligent Sahibzadas saw through the game.
They put their feet forward and jumped
inside through the window without bowing
their heads. The Nawab's Court was in
session. As the two Sahibzadas stepped
inside, they greeted the courtiers with the
Sikh salutation -

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh.

("The Khalsa is God's own; Victory be
to God")

The Court resounded with their greeting.
All the courtiers were greatly impressed by
their fearless behaviour.

Dialogue with Nawab and Qazi - Dressed in
saffron shirts with Kirpans worn round their
waists, the fair-coloured Sahibzadas looked
very sweet and lovely. Nawab Wazir Khan
addressed them in an affectionate tone :
"What sweet and brave faces! Islam will be
proud to have you within its fold. Just recite
Kalma (Muslim benediction) and we shall
welcome you in our midst. You will get any
thing for the asking."

The two Sahibzadas shouted back in one
voice. "We care not for the worldly wealth.
We shall not renounce our religion at any
cost". The Nawab got quite annoyed at their
reply but just kept quiet. Addressing the Qazi
the Nawab said, "Have you observed the
insolent behaviour of these boys! Don't regard

them as innocent. They are the rebellioussons
of a rebel. They will have to be punished."

The Qazi told the Nawab that, according
to Islamic Law, the two boys were not guilty
of any crime. They could not be held
responsible for their father's actions. The
Nawab obserbed, however, 'They are rebels
too. Haven't you heard their rude statements!"

The Qazi answered, "But they have not
committed any crime." Nawab Wazir Khan
was taken aback at the Qazi's unexpected
reply. He again tried to persuade them and
said, "You are still young and innocent. It is
your age for enjoyment and fun. If you listen
to our advice, you will enjoy life to your
heart's content in this world and be blessed
with a glorious life in Paradise".

Sahibzada Zorawar Singh spoke
fearlessly. "We are fighting against tyranny
and injustice. We are the sons of the Guru
Gobind Singh, the grand sons of Guru Tegh
Bahadur and descendants of Guru Arjun Dev.
We shall follow in their footsteps. We are
ready for all sacrifices for the protection of our
faith".

In a low voice the Nawab observed,
"How proud of their faith!"

Intervention of Dewan Sucha Nand - One of
the officials of the Moghul governement
Dewan Sucha Nanad, who happened to be
there, walked up to the Sahibzadas and
asked them, "If you are released, where will
you go?"

Sahibzada Zorawar Singh said, "We
shall, gather together a few Sikhs, get hold of
good horses and then come and face you and
your army on the battlefield".

On hearing this, Dewan Sucha Nand
observed, "Do you know that your father has
been slain?" Both the brothers reacted in an
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angry tone, "No one can kill our respected
father. He will never fall into your hands."
The two Sahibzadas shouted back, "We don't
need any advice from you. Listen carefully.
Until this tyrannical Government is
completely wiped out, we shall go on
fighting."

Dewan Sucha Nand was taken aback at
their reply. Addressing the Nawab, he said,
"Sir, killing the serpent and feeding his
young ones would not be wise. When these
young kids grow up, they will rebel against
the Government. They must be punished and
should, on no account, be released." The
Nawab listened to what Dewan Sucha Nand
said.

The courtiers were quite amazed at the
lack of any fear or anxiety on their faces
even though it was a question of life and
death for them. The Nawab said to the Qazi
again, "You have heard the impertinent
answers given by them to Dewan Sucha
Nand. It would not be safe to release them.
They are sure to raise the banner of revolt,
like their father, when they grow up."

The Qazi delivers his judgement - The Qazi
had also listened to the conversation that
took place between Dewan Sucha Nand and
the two bold sons of Guru Gobind Singh.
After some deliberation he pronounced his
judgement and ordered that they be bricked
up alive in a wall. Sahibzadas heard the
sentence without dismay but the courtiers
were taken aback on hearing the judgement.
The Qazi advised the nawab further that
they be handed over to the Nawab of
Malerkotla for carrying out the sentence
since his brother met his end at the hands
of the Guru so that he can have his revenge
by getting his sons buried alive.

Nawab of Malerkotla revolts - Nawab Wazir

Khan called Sher Mohammad Khan, the
Nawab of Malerkotla, and conveyed the
Qazi's orders to him, "Your brother lost his
life at the hands of Guru Gobind Singh.
Here is an opportunity for you to wreak your
vengeance. The Qazi has sentenced these
two sons of Guru Gobind Singh to death and
has further ordered that they be bricked up
alive. We are handing them over to you for
doing the needful."

On hearing this Sher Mohammad was
dumb founded. After some pause he said to
the Nawab in a faltering voice, "This is
cruelty! My brother was killed on the
battlefield. These innocent boys are not
responsible for his death. If we have to take
revenge it shall be from the father. God save
us from this sinful act." Saying this he got
up and remarked in a mournful tone, "O
God, how cruel!"

Sahibzadas sent back to Tower - Thereafter
the Nawab ordered that both the boys be
sent back to the tower. He directed his
officials to arrange for executioners who
would brick them alive in between two
walls, which may be constructed
immediately. The Sahibzadas reached the
tower and gave a report of the proceedings
of the court to their grandmother. She
embraced her grand sons, patted them on
their backs for their courageous and bold
stand and said, "You have rightly upheld the
dignity and honour of your revered grand-
father and your valiant father. May God ever
abide with you."

Again in Nawab's court - Next morning they
were taken to the Nawab's court. The
Nawab asked them again, "I do hope you
have made up your mind to embrace Islam,
otherwise, as you know, you will be bricked
up alive." Both the Sahibzadas proclaimed
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fearlessly, "We shall never give up our faith,
whatever may be the consequences. Death
has no meaning for us."

The Nawab was simply amazed at their
determind and firm reply. One of his
officials stepped forward, and said to the
Nawab, "Sir, the two royal executioners of
Delhi, Shisal Beg and Vishal Beg, are
present in the court for hearing of their case.
They are prepared to carry out your orders
for bricking up these boys alive if they are
granted pardon." The nawab called them and
told them, "Your request for pardon has been
granted on condition that you brick up these
two sons of Guru Gobind Singh alive in a
wall."

The reaction of the public - The constables
took away both the Sahibzadas. A large
crowd had collected outside. People were
surprised on hearing of the orders of the
Nawab that the two young innocent sons of
Guru Gobind Singh were to be bricked
alive.

"What crime have they committed?" said
one. "How cruel and inhuman, O God!"
exclaimed another. "But they are not
terrified," remarked a lady in the crowd.
"They are the brave sons of their brave
father, Guru Gobind Singh", pat came the
remark by her companion.

Sahibzadas bricked alive and martyred - The
Sahibzadas were brought to the spot where
a wall was being raised. Both of them were
made to stand side by side. The Qazi arrived
there soon after and tried to persuade them
to accept Islam and not to cut short their
lives. Even the executioners tried to prevail
upon them but they were both unflinching in
their determination and told the executioners,
"Raise the wall fast and bury the Moghul
Raj quickly. Don't delay for a minute."

Thereafter both of them started reciting Japji
while the wall was going up brick by
brick. The wall went up higher and higher
until it reached their chests. The Nawab and
Qazi approached them and said to them in
an affectionate tone, "There is still time for
you to save your lives, just recite the Kalma
and the wall will be pulled down
immediately."

The Sahibzadas shouted loudly, "We
shall not give up our faith, death does not
frighten us."

Both the Nawab and Qazi were amazed
at their steadfast determination. Tears flowed
from the eyes of onlookers, as they observed,
"Blessed be their mother who gave birth to
such children."

The wall went up still higher and it was
shoulder high. Sahibzada Zorawar Singh said
to his younger brother, "They are putting us
to test. They do not know that the Sikhs of
Guru Nanak are fearless. Our Fifth Guru
Arjun Dev faced martyrdom cheerfully on
burning iron pans. Whereas he guided
humanity to the path of a truthful and noble
life, he also set an example of facing death
boldly and with full faith in God."

The younger brother Sahibzada Fateh
Singh remarked, "The martyrdom of our
revered grand father, Guru Teg Bahadur was
also unique. We shall soon join him. He is
waiting for us." Later both the Sahibzadas
became unconscious.

The executioners became nervous and
consulted each other. "They are now nearing
their end. There is no need to raise the wall
further. Why not cut short their agony by
beheading them? It is already getting dark."

The wall was pulled down. They
brought the unconscious Sahibzadas out laid

December, 2019 68

‘Atam Marg’



them flat on the ground and, in an instant,
martyred them.

People in the crowd were shocked at
this ghastly act. They sighed in dismay,
"What cruelty! How shall they answer for
their crime in Mohammad's Court."

Mata Gujri Ji breathes her last - As soon as
the two Sahibzadas attained martyrdom,
Mata Gujri Ji, who was sitting in meditation
in the tower, breathed her last. The
messenger who came with the news of the
martyrdom of the Sahibzadas found that
Mata Ji had already attained salvation.

There was great commotion in the
town of Sirhind. Every one was furious at
the atrocious crime. They were unanimous
in their view that this heinous act would
herald the doomsday of the Moghul Empire.
They admired the courage and steadfastness
of the brave sons of Guru Gobind Singh
and remarked, "What determination at this
young age! They did not budge an inch
from their position in spite of several
allurements by the Nawab and Qazi."

Dewan Todar Mal manages cremation - The
same evening Dewan Todar Mal, a jeweller
reached Nawab Wazir Khan's court for
permission to cremate the dead bodies of the
two Sahibzadas & Mata Gujri.

The Nawab agreed on condition that the
Dewan paid for the required piece of land
by spreading as many gold coins as would
cover the entire spot. The Dewan accepted
the terms and brought bagfuls of gold coins.
He marked the site and spread coins on the
entire piece of land he selected for
cremation.

The two martyred young sons of Guru
Gobind Singh were cremated with full
honours along with their grand mother.

There is no parallel to the martyrdom of
such young boys in the annals of human
history. Sahibzada Fateh Singh was les than
six years old (born 1699) and Sahibzada
Zorawar Singh just over eight (born in
1696). They laid down their lives in
December 1704. They were bricked up alive
but did not bow before the tyranny of the
Moghul government.

Guru Gobind Singh was at that time
in the forests of Machhiwara, when the
news of the martyrdom of his younger sons
reached him. On hearing this he pulled out
a plant with the tip of his arrow and
forecast that this tragedy will herald the
uprooting of Moghul Empire in India. And to
the Emperor he wrote : "It matters little if a
jackal through cunning and treachery
succeeds in killing two lion's cubs, for the
lion himself lives to inflict retribution on
you."

Guru Gobind Singh addressed his
followers thus : "I have sacrificed four sons
for the survival of the thousands of my sons
who are still alive."

Banda Singh Bahadur reduces Sirhind to
ruins - A wave of anguish gripped the
country at the news of the martyrdom of the
Sahibzadas. After some time the recluse
Banda Bairagi came under the influence of
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, and was christened
Banda Singh Bahadur. He shook the Moghul
Empire and the town of Sirhind was reduced
to utter ruins. The renowned Hindi Poet,
Maithli Saran Gupta in his well known
book Bharat Bharati said : "Whatever their
present position, the future of the community
whose sons can thus lay down their lives for
their faith, is bound to be glorious."

(Courtsey S.G.P.C. publications)
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Martyrdom And The Sikhs - Concept And Tradition

Martyrdom stands for supreme sacrifice
against tyranny, discrimination and
exploitation perpetrated by the state or any
oppressive system. It excludes the ventures
for self-glorification and focuses mainly on a
valiant tryst with death for a cause leading
to the greatest good of the largest number.

Literally Sikh means sish i.e., a disciple,
keen to learn. A Sikh is not superstitious or
orthodox but an innovator. Being dynamic in
approach through the combination of head,
heart, and hands, he is not bound by divisive
taboos and inhibitions.

Concepts are corollaries of the basic
philosophy which lead to the evolution of a
particular faith. Traditions get laid when the
followers of that way of life display courage
to stand by those precepts through
enlightened conviction. Often a remedy for a
contemporary malady has to be explored,
when either no clue to the effect is available
in the parent source or a suggestive
precedent has been left by the founder.
Tradition in Sikhism disfavours ritualism.

Concept And Tradition

Sikhism is a realistic philosophy which
does not consider the life on earth as an
illusory dream. It impresses that living should
not be wasted in abstract expectations after
death, but be devoted to self-improvement
and selfless service of mankind for
transforming the mortals into His image
(gurmukhs).

Hazara Singh

Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the scripture of
Sikhs, includes sermons of such preceptors
as believed in the oneness of God, regarded
all human beings as equal, and emphasized
that worldly activities can be sanctified by
leading a purposeful life.

A Sikh neither fears death nor shuns
anyone due to imaginary prejudices. Being a
believer in the Divine will, he strives for
defending virtue from being debased by evil,
even risking his life in the bargain.

Immortality, i.e., overcoming death, the
theme of many an epic, is an unnatural wish
and a biological impossibility. It is not to be
invoked from any deity, but can be sought
through virtuous deeds by leaving noble
footprints on the sands of time. Accordingly,
initiation in Sikhism is called amrit chhakna,
i.e., partaking of nectar. God, in His
Benevolence, reprieves worldly lapses, if
they are sincerely regretted and firmly
pledged to be redressed. Desperados get
transformed as saints, and the deserters earn
esteem as heroes after they switch on to
virtuous and duteous way of life. Paying
tribute to martyrs and complimenting the
selfless devotees forms a conspicuous part of
Sikh invocation (ardas).

To sum up, recitation (SiMran), service
and sacrifice constitute the warp and woof
of Sikh faith. Their co-ordination as a way
of life, in due course, led also to other broad
concepts like nationalism, humanism and the
martyrdom for a cause in the caste-ridden,
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fatalist and inert Indian society.

Historical Evolution

The divine revelation as epitomized by
Guru Nanak (1469-1539), founder of Sikhism,
in the moot mantra, preamble to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib, conveys that:

- Common parenthood of God implies
that all human beings, irrespective of their
birth, gender, creed, colour and race, form a
universal fraternity;

- The divine Image as Eternal Truth,
free from fright and rancour, means that
ignorance amounts to profanity and the
prejudices created thereby are baseless;

- As God does not have any form, it is
not right to worship Him as an idol; and

- The belief in His common parenthood
as well as His as
unimpeachable truth keeps enthusing the
human beings in their march towards
excellence.

in existence

These precepts when put into practice
illustrate:

‘Truth is great but greater still is
truthful way of living’

The philosophy of Sikhism passed
through four testing stages from the
pronouncement of its gospel to its adoption
as a way of life.

First, when its founder revealed Eternal
Truth as explained afore.

Second, when Guru Arjun Dev (1563-
1606) laid his life for upholding that truth.
He blended an element of sacrifice with the
persuasive approach of the founder.

Third, when Guru Hargobind (1595-1644)

complemented the rosary with sword by
adopting the concept of Miri-Piri (saint
soldier).

These three landmarks prepared the
ground for the Sikh faith to enter its fourth
and final stage; to practise truth as a way of
life through the foundation of the Khalsa in
1699.

Weeding out of superstitions, observance
of purposeful secular activities, practice of
religious tolerance, love for mankind, respect
for women and the recognition of worth
instead of stress on status by birth have
been the salient precepts propounded by
Guru Nanak all over the subcontinent when
modern means of transport and
communication were not still available. As he
rose form the grassroots, his knowledge
about the plight of people was firsthand. His
observations, as such, made a direct appeal
to their emotions, notions and actions, stirring
social awakening and moral transformation.
The native priestly classes got alarmed as
their grip on masses started loosening.

The contemporary rulers branded the
Sikhs as atheists and idol breakers. They too
began to feel occasionally perturbed when
they found the common people, both Hindus
and Muslims, getting favourably inclined
towards the liberal order pursued by the
spiritual successors of Guru Nanak. This is
corroborated by the memoirs of Emperor
Jehangir.* The Fifth Nanak, Guru Arjun
Dev, on his declining to be converted to
Islam, was persecuted through callous
scorching.

Impact of Martyrdom

The martyrdom of Guru Arjun Dev
marked the beginning of a new epoch in the
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history of the East. Till then, the cult of non-
violence preached by Lord Buddha (563-483
BC) had remained an academic creed. Guru
Arjun Dev was the first to awaken the in-
human conscience of wicked rulers through
brave and patient suffering. It also
impressed on the oppressed that non-co-
operation with evil and the urge to uphold
virtue are essential modes of conduct for
maintaining self-respect.

Passive resistance was effectively
practised by the Fifth Nanak more than two
centuries before the American polemicist,
Henry David Thoreau, who is regarded as
the preceptor of both Leo Tolstoy and
Mahatma Gandhi, wrote about it in his
treatise, Walden
Miri Piri

Gautam Buddha denounced the caste
system and preached social equality about
two thousand years prior to the Sikh Gurus.
But his stress on non-violence, which offers
no effective alternative and poses threat to
territorial integrity and political stability of
the country, could not stand the test of times.
Guru Hargobind, through the concept of
Min’-Piri, put forth that the hand that holds
rosary for praying, along with earning and
sharing it with the needy, is under an equal
obligation to defend itself as well as the
weak against oppression. It conveyed that
Just as dependence on offerings is a sin,
likewise it is sacrilegious to be cowed down
by tyrants.

The preceptors in India had been given
to tying a thread around the wrist of a local
chieftain for seeking his protection. The
concept of Miri-Pifi implied that the
intelligentsia, unable to defend themselves,
cannot be independent in their thinking.

Guru Hargobind was also particular
about the construction of temple for Hindus
and mosque for Muslims wherever a
gurdwara was built because he valued the
right of people to profess and practise the
religious faith of their choice. This was an
effective way of demonstrating disagreement
with the insular theocratic approach of the
rulers. Thus, the ground was prepared for
the Sikh faith to enter its final stage.

Foundation of the Khalsa

Meditation in seclusion had not proved
useful to society; its blending with the
service of fellow beings imparted a positive
approach to life. The, adoption of sacrifice
as an element of faith gave a purposeful
meaning to worldly pursuits by popularising
death for a ca e rather than impairing or
ending oneself in a vain hope of salvation
from the cycle of birth and death. The
perusal of Indian Epics reveals that many
preceptors and warriors threw away their
weapons abandoning the cause for which
they had taken up the cudgels on hearing
correctly about the death of their sons.
Bravery, lacking the sense of sacrificing
personal affinities for a public cause, is an
unsteady force. Guru Gobind Singh, tenth
and the last in
the series of Sikh Gurus, lent a new concept
to sacrifice, when he got his near and dear
ones martyred for upholding a noble cause.
He was just nine when he heard his father,
Guru Tegh Bahadur, observing that the
Hindus could be saved from forcible
conversion, if a virtuous person would be
prepared to offer his sacrifice. He exhorted
him to face the ordeal himself as none was
holier than he. Imagine the lofty thinking
and rare pluck of a lad depriving himself of
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paternal protection for the welfare of the
oppressed.

Guru Tegh Bahadur is adored as Hind
di Chadar (protective cover of India), for he
faced martyrdom to uphold that all human
beings are equally entitled to freedom of
conscience. After his father had laid his life
but not given up his faith, Guru Gobind
Singh resolved that not only the souls of
people were to be purified but their muscles
also required to be strengthened. He decided
to evolve a new order which would not
hesitate to wield sword against tyranny. On
the Baisakhi day in 1699, he founded the
contemplated order giving it the name of the
pure. He declared:

The Khalsa shall not only be warlike
but also sweeten the lives of those whom he
is chosen to serve.

Social and political situation in India
started undergoing a revolutionary change
after the inception of Khalsa.

Guru Gobind Singh raised the concept
of martyrdom to new heights when his two
sons, in their teens, died fighting. He
solemnly submitted:

“Oh! Lord, I have surrendered to Thee
what belongs to Thee.

Two factors helped the growth of
nationalism mi India; foundation of the
Khalsa and the influence of western system
of education. Both have their distinct
contribution to the transformation of Indian
society.

Sikhism released the soul of people
from superstitions. The new order in fact
marked the evolution of nationalism in India.
For the first time, many people overlooked
their castes, felt a sense of brotherhood,

realized their obligation towards fellow
beings and forged themselves into a
disciplined lot. Till then, whosoever invaded
India found the victory waiting for him. But
after the inception of Khalsa, the tide turned
its course. Not only the foreign aggression
was resister but the Indian forces during the
rule of Maharaja Ranjit Sing, established
their supremacy beyond Peshawar. The
invasions from north-west ceased thereafter.

Mahatma Gandhi subsequent to his
return from South Africa got strengthened in
his conviction about the effectiveness of
passive resistance as a political tool after the
successful non-violent campaign launched
the Sikhs under the banner of Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, in 1920-21
for retrieving the control of gurdwaras from
the hereditary mahants, who enjoyed the
protective care of the then government.
Mahatma Gandhi lauded the achievement
as:

“First decisive battle of India’s freedom
won. Congratulations.

The contribution of the Sikhs to the
freedom struggle forms glorious chapter in
its chronicles. Punjab was the last to be
annexed by the British but the foremost to
weaken the foreign domination as per an
earlier observation of Mahatma Gandhi after
the annual session of Indian National
Congress held at Amritsar in December 1919.

“Plassey laid the foundation of British
Empire. Amritsar has weakened it”. (1:71)

Hunger strike as a political tool often
resorted to by Mahatma Gandhi was first
effectively pursued by the Babbar Akali
prisoners in April 1926. Their ordeal lasted
six weeks. (3:177)
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The Discourse of Sant Ji - Part 3

(Continued from P. 77, issue Nov., 2019)

Guru Ji also proclaims that those who
are caught in the web of attachment and
jealousy, love & enmity, who think in terms
of mine and thine, due to their not having
the knowledge of God, and those who talk
ill of others, in be-little their; only waste
their time in such evil propensities; the
society of such avaricious charlatans is
misleading and deceptive. Guru Maharaj has
ordained that one should shun such persons.

Kabir associate thou not with the infidel and
flee far away from him.

If thou touch a black vessel, then, some blot
must attach to thee.

ggld A/ ag Ad & dlwtd gafg et
grfari|

gHE a3 YIAhA I€ a& Bdr &@varil
war - 1371

Nanak, break thou with the false and seek
for the saints, who are the true friends.
They, the false, shall leave thee while alive

and they, the saints, shall forsake thee not
even when dead.

daq gufaxr A€ IFf3 gfe Anes A3
ufamrii
€fe Alide feg3fag 6fe wfewm & Arat
gfz11 war - 1102
Since it is beyond us to recognise men of
God, the Gurus, saints, monks, mendicants,
knowers of divine knowledge, and those
who have been admitted to the house of God.
Therefore, Guru Maharaj has given us some
guide lines, by carefully following which it
would be possible for us to identify such
godly persons. The words of Guru Granth

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

Sahib at all times make us aware of realised
souls and those who have been accepted and
approved by God. The sacred words of our
Guru the holy Guru Granth Sahib always
remind us and insist upon us the necessity
of ever having communion with such
liberated and noble souls. Below we give the
very key words of saint tradition, of the saint
behaviour, of the thinking habits of the
saints. Meditate on them with all care and
make an attempt to arrive at the right
judgement :

Throughout the eight watches, the saint

realises the nearness of the Lord.

s yaq faafe afs awa 11 #ar - 392

Waheguru is all perfection and in this
world, we can see no one other than the
Absolute. Hence we get the hint from
Gurbani that these worldly men, those who
seek power, and those who are self-centered,
cannot see Waheguru, because the thick
cataract in their eyes has blinded them. This
whole world is the manifestation of
Waheguru. He is the only Reality behind
this world.

The Guru has shown Thee to mine eyes, O
Lord.

Here and there, in every soul and in every
body, Thou, only Thou alone art present, O
Bewitcher.

arafa feyrfeG &fearii
gigfa €3fag wfe wfe wfe wfeil
Fat gat AfazTii wWar - 407

O mine eyes, God has infused light in ye.
Without the Lord, see ye not another,
therefore.
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Save the Lord, see ye not any other. The
Merciful Master-Lord alone is worthy of
beholding.
This entire world, which ye behold is the
Lord's manifestation. God's image alone is
seen in it.

g 337 Mfeg afs g Hfg 7f3 gat
zrfa'faa'm—e'a'a'mra'are?ll

afy fag weg & Syg aet aedt afd
fagrfgmr|i
a'a'feﬂ'ﬂ'wyﬁe'u?a'a'afa'a'rav

afa' gy dedl wfemrii war - 922

Because there is total absence of
ignorance in the hearts of the saints, to them
all persons - good or bad - look the image
of God. The cataract of duality having been
fully removed, they look at the world, but
they see only one form in it - that of God.
As is commanded :

In one person Thou art haughty, and in
another person meek.

In one person, Thou art all by Thyself, and in
another person Thou art poor.

In one person Thou art a scholar, and
preacher, and in another Thou art a fool.

In one body Thou graspest at everything and
in any body Thou acceptest nothing.

What can the poor wooden puppet do? The
Play-master knows everything. As is the
dress, the Puppeteer clothes the puppet with,
so is the part which that puppet plays.

The Lord has fashioned various chambers of
many descriptions, and Himself is their
Guard.

As is the mansion, wherein the Lord places
the mortal, in the likewise he abides. What
can this poor mortal do?

He, who has made something, and who has
created all this contrivance, understands it.
Says Nanak, Infinite is the Lord.

The worth of His works He Himself knows.
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aratil wWar - 206

The great Guru, the Tenth Master

pointing unity in diversity ordains -

Just as from one fire millions of sparks arise
dispersed separately they again merge into
fire,

Just as from dust the whole space with dust
is filled

And then those myriads of particles revert
into dust.

Just as from one stream numerous waves
arise

Waves of waters these, unto the water they
subside again.

Similarly from the world various subtle
forms arise

Born of the same world they relapse into it
again.

#A 8a w»rar 3 agar ac wWar €3,
fewmmd fawrg Tfe o, wmrar M
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So for all the twenty four hours of the

day, feel Him to be near you. This is usually
the first part of the tradition of the saints :

There is a parable, relating to it - during
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the times of the Tenth Master, when a
terrible battle was raging at Anandpur Sahib.
A powerful seige had been laid around the
town. The war went on waging for many
months. Many clashes of the armies used to
take place. During this war, one devotee of
God named Bhai Ghanneya gave water to
drink to the thirsty, without discriminating
between friend and foe. None of the soldiers
of the two opposing armies fired on him with
a rifle, nor made him a target of his arrow,
nor the idea of stabbing him crossed any
soldier’'s mind. The Sikhs made a complaint
against him to Guru Maharaj. He was
summoned and asked to whom he was
serving water. That great man (Bhai
Ghaneyya) was full of complete knowledge;
he saw God (full of attributes or without
them) in all beings; at all places he saw the
expanse of Satguru’s eternal light. He viewed
the whole universe as the image of God, with
his universal consciousness. His nature was
totally without egoism. He never saw duality
in any object (God was the only reality that
he saw in all). For him, none was a friend,
none was a foe. He was completely merged
in the Absolute. When asked to whom he had
been serving water, he replied, O Divine
Being, there exists no one other than you.
The giver of the water was you and the
drinker too was you. Wherever I cast my eyes,
I see the light of your formlessness spread all
round in the manifest form. Bhai Vir Singh
has clarified this point in one of his poems :

Somebody complains to Guru Kalgidhar,
That when the Sikhs seriously wound the
Turks,

Then Bhai Kanahiya at once offers water to
the injured;

He being our own is doing something
wrathful,

His job is to offer water to the fighting Sikh

army,

Not to cuddle the foe as sons on the raging
battle field;

The strategy of war is to 'kill' the enemy by
whatever means

He who loves the foe is to be regarded as
enemy too;

The Guru summoned Kanahiya and him he
questioned,

The faithful devotee bowed his head and
pleaded thus -

"Only to you I offer water, only to you my
venerable Lord,

I do not see any Turk or Non Turk, only you I
see,

I serve only him in whose love I am deeply
bound,

I see only him, 1 serve only him, and only to
him I offer water"

The Guru laughed and embraced him and
gave him a box,

'Apply this salve where needed with the
water you offer'.
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War - 245-46 (A1 asartgg IHIA™T)
So this is the mental make up of the
saints. They always feel the living presence
of God around them.

The second tradition of the saints is -
To His sweet will he resigns himself.
g ar atT HleT Ha 11 W - 392
About this too, there is a parable, full of
great love. A devoted Sikh named Gurumukh
approached the Fifth Master and prayed, O
True Emperor we do read this verse :

To His sweet will he resigns himself.

yg ar ahir WieT vd 11 war - 392
He, who in his heart loves Lord's ordinance,
is said to be the man having salvation while
alive.

As is joy, so is sorrow for him.

In that state, there is everlasting happiness
and no separation from God.

yg at wrfapt wmm3an faar< il
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AeT w3 e 3IT 91 faGarii Aar - 275

But O True Emperor, We will call

ourselves very fortunate, if we could see
such a dear Gurmukh (man of the Guru).
Guru Maharaj commanded, if you want to
meet such a Gurmukh, and if this is your
wish, even in this congregation, there are
many Sikhs of the Guru, who are worthy of
this epithet (Gurmukh), but you would not be
convinced unless you meet him face to face.
So you just now go to Gujrat. There in
Gujrat lives a Gurmukh, Bhai Bhikhari by
name, who is leading his normal life. His
state is :

With thine hands and feet, you may perform

all jobs, but, let thy mind be with the
immaculate Lord".

aTg yT§ dfg a7 A §1F fadAs 571511
Wdar - 1376
You go and have his darshan (sight). You
will automatically acquire the knowledge of
that state. As commanded, this person
reached the house of that Gursikh. Seeing
his palaces and buildings, he inferred that he
was greatly blessed by the Guru, in the
matter of wealth. In the drawing room, that
Gurmukh sat repairing a mat. He seated his
guest (named Gurmukh) at a high seat, with
all respect. He offered him water to drink
with his own hands. Gurmukh, the guest,
noticed that an atmosphere of auspiciousness
and joy pervaded the house which indicated
that they were preparing for some marriage;
suddenly his sight fell on other articles in
the room - there was a bier for the dead
body and a new earthen pitcher and there
was also a blade of wheat all required for
a meant for cremation ceremony. He was
troubled by the doubt, as to what the matter
was. On one side, sweets are being
prepared, new clothes are being got tailored
and there is the rush of the kith and kin,
there is so much joyous enthusiasm that
people seem to be beside themselves with
joy. On the other hand, there are
preparations for performing the obsequies of
the dead. Why?

Next day after the wedding, the
marriage party was returning to their home.
The bride and bridegroom were being
brought in a bridal chariot. Suddenly on the
way there arose an intense but fatal pain in
the stomach of the bridegroom, and by the
time they approached the gate of their house
the boy expired. Mother was waiting to
welcome the newly wedded couple with a
vessel full of water which she would drink
after revolving it around their heads.

(... to be continued)
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