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Postal Address for any Enquiry,
Money Order, Cheque and drafts :

VISHAV GURMAT ROOHANI MISSION
CHARITABLE TRUST

Gurdwara Ishar Parkash, Ratwara Sahib
(Near Chandigarh) P.o. Mullanpur Garibdas, Teh.

Kharar, Distt. S.A.S Nagar (MOHALI) - 140901, Pb. India

Registration Under Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act 1976 R.No.115320023
Exemption U/S 80-G vide Cir. No. 7/2010
[F.No. 197/21/2010-ITA-II]
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 79, issue July, 2016)

He submitted, “If there is any perfect
saint today, it is Ravidas Ji.” Devotion grew
in the heart of the queen. She took
permission from the king. She took from him
money, guards, and palanquin-bearers for the
pilgrimage. Travelling from one holy place to
another, she reached Kashi. She met
renowned Pandits but found all of them
hollow. Finally, she reached Saint Ravidas
and listened to his discourses. They impacted
her deeply and pierced her heart. Such is the
Guru’s edict -

‘While my ego lasts, of Thee have I no
awareness.” P. 339

AT O §3 39 IH &t euunn........ I

Her pride was effaced and she was a
changed person.

‘Kabir, the heroic True Guru shot an arrow

at me.

As soon as it struck me, I fell to the ground

and a hole was made in my heart.” P. 1374

g9td AfSIrT gan Ffam 75 F Il
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At that moment, she said, “Sir, I have

come into the refuge of your lotus feet. Be
merciful to me. Kindly bestow the boon of
the Name into my lap.” Ravidas Ji said, “O
queen! you are still suffering from the
delusion of caste pride. Until you rise above
it, you cannot become indistinguishable from
the Lord.” She said, “No sir! I have come to
thy portal after leaving all other props.
Kindly show mercy unto me.”

Sant Waryam Singh Ji
English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

At that moment, Ravidas Ji showed
mercy and granted her the boon of the Name
Divine. She was intoxicated with and dyed
in God’s love. She spent several months
there. All the money in thousands and lakhs
she had brought, she offered to Ravidas Ji
saying, “Sir, use this money for various
religious purposes.” Ravidas Ji accepted the
queen’s offering because he had got the
Divine command: “Build a temple and an
inn for pilgrims and holy men. Make
arrangements for their boarding and lodging.
My beloved devotees come and go away
hungry and do not get a place to stay.”

The offering made by the queen created
a controversy in the city. The Pandits
(Brahmins) said, “The queen has offered
thousands of rupees to Ravidas, when it was
our right.” So, the Brahmins formed a group
and set out for Chittorgarh. They met the
king and said, “O king! are you a keeper of
tradition or a breaker? If you Rajputs break
the religious tradition, what will become of
the Brahmins?” The king asked, “What is the
matter?” They said, “Your queen has adopted
a cobbler as her Guru (Holy Preceptor). First,
even to come into touch with him is wrong.
But now she attends upon him too and
serves him food. She washes the unclean
utensils of the kind of people who go there.
Now tell us - Where is religion left? How
will she be made pure, now? Besides, all the
money she has offered to him. Whose right
was on that offering - ours or his?” Thus
they complained against her.
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The king said, “The queen is in the
palace. Let me inquire from her.” He loved
her very much. At that very moment, he
went to her. She was performing God’s
worship. Her face was radiant with God’s
love and devotion. He could not muster
courage to talk to her on the subject. When
she came out of deep meditation and stopped
singing God’s laudations, he said, “O queen!
a complaint against you has come to me.”
She said, “What for?”

He said, “Pandits (Brahmin Priests)
from Kashi have come to me. They say that
you have adopted Ravidas, the cobbler as
your Guru.” She said, “Don’t call him a
cobbler. The God-enlightened have no caste.
He is an image of God -

‘Gods like Shiva themselves quest after the
God-enlightened.

Saith Nanak: The God-enlightened with the
Supreme Being Himself are at one.” P. 273
gon farrat a6 afa HagT I
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Look! how highly Lord Krishna praised
Sage Balmik!

‘O my thoughtless mind! remember and
contemplate thou thy Lord.
Why lookest thou not at Balmik?” P. 1124
g feg 83 93 w91
T & FTEHiafa eyl
The Pandava’s yagya (sacrificial ritual)
was not getting accomplished successfully.
Lord Krishna himself removed Balmik’s
unclean leaf-plates, even though he was a
‘chandaal’ (an untouchable caste among
Hindus). He washed his feet and seated him
higher than all others. Does a practitioner of
Name meditation have any caste? Besides,
caste is the creation of the world. Everyone’s
body is made up of five elements. Everyone’s
body contains blood. High caste people
haven’t milk in their veins? So, people who

take pride in their caste and hunger for
wealth have come to you. Give them money;
they will run away. Then, they won’t have
any complaint. Their complaint is about
money offered for worship. We will please
them at some other time. For the present,
give them something and send them away.”

The king gave them huge rewards and
they went away. After this, the king’s heart
was filled with love and devotion for
Ravidas Ji. The queen said, “Let us organize
a universal yagya (sacred feast) and invite
saints, sages, holy men and Brahmins from
far and near.”

So, invitations for the yagya were sent
immediately. The queen herself went to
Ravidas Ji to invite him. He said, “Daughter!
those taking pride in their caste will object
to it. They will censure you for inviting me.
So, I won't take part in your yagya. You will
be put to needless pain and suffering.” She
said, “Sir, it does not make any difference
to use, if they criticize and speak ill of us.
Let them say what they like. If my love and
devotion continues to abide in my heart, I am
not bothered about anything. These are
useless persons. It is in the nature of
slanderers to calumniate others. So, don’t be
afraid of them. Kindly pay a visit to my
place. You are my Guru-god. By serving you,
I want to make my life fruitful.”

Her prayer was accepted. The date for
the yagya was fixed. Invitations to holy men
were sent at distant places. Ravidas Ji also
reached there for attending the yagya. The
yagya was to start after Guru’s worship and
offering food to the Guru. We have also a
similar practice. Until and unless food is
offered to Guru Sahib, food is not served to
the devotees.

Holy men and Brahmins were seated in
rows. Ravidas Ji was also requested to come.
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When he was seated at a higher place, the
Brahmins got up and said, “O king! you have
broken the entire practice and tradition. A
low caste has been seated at a high place,
and besides, you will serve him food first.
You will offer Guru-worship to him.
Therefore, we are not going to participate in
your yagya (sacred feast).”

At that time, Ravidas Ji said, “O king!
kindly please and satisfy the Brahmins; don’t
bother about me. I will take after all others
have taken. Don’t insist on serving me food
first. I will go and sit in the room. You
should first serve food to them according to
their practice and tradition. So, Ravidas went
to his room, where he was putting up. The
king and queen felt very unhappy: “Alas!
these people have insulted our Guru.” Then
the Brahmins were asked to sit in rows.
Leaf-plates or trays were placed before them.
Every article of food including sweets was
served in them. The practice is that unless
everything has been served, nobody starts
eating.

Earlier, ‘kirtan’ (singing of hymns)
continued while distributing food. Until it
had been served to all the devotees, nobody
ate it. Only when the command was issued,
did they start eating. Till then Divine Name
recitation and God’s laudations continued to
be sung. Where this is not done, the food
becomes contaminated. This practice ought to
be followed. So, when the food had been
distributed and they were asked to start
eating, a miracle happened. The Brahmins
kept looking at one another. Between every
pair of Brahmins sat a Ravidas whose hand
was extended forward. But the Brahmins
kept withdrawing their hand. The king and
the queen said, “Why don’t you partake of
food?” God Himself had enacted this miracle
for the praise and glory of His saint.

‘The Lord Himself preserves the honour of
His slave, and of Himself He causes him to
repeat His Name.

Withersoever the business and affair of His
slave is, thither the Lord runs.’ P. 403

WyUS ASa alt My a8 Wy 3T AUl
AT AT a'H faafg AT at
IoT FaT €fs g

Lord God is in the control and hands of
His saints or devotees. God comes in the
hands of His saints through love and
devotion. No other method works - neither
Divine knowledge, nor concentration, nor
meditation nor anything else. If anything
works on God, it is love for Him in the
saint’s heart. God says, “My slaves and
devotees are my life. They are mine and I
am theirs. We are like warp and woof of the
fabric. They are my form and image. They
can change what I have ordained.

‘My saint can release one bound by me, but 1
cannot release one bound by my saint.

If, at any time, my saint seizes and binds
me, then even I cannot raise any objection.”

P. 1252

Hal gigt Farg g
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It takes no time for God to become

manifest from the formless. On that occasion,
Ravidas Ji came and sat among the
Brahmins. The king asked the Brahmins,
“Why don’t you partake of food?” Then a
Brahmin got up and said, “Sir, I am not
taking food because Ravidas is sitting with
me.” The king said, “If he is sitting with
you, why don’t the rest partake of food?”
They also stood up and said, “Ravidas is
sitting with us also.” The king said, “But
Ravidas is one and he is sitting in his room.
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Let your Panchayat (Five chosen
representatives) come with me. They can see
Ravidas Ji with their eyes.” He took the
Panches (Five chosen representatives) to
Ravidas and paid obeisance to him. He
asked, “Brothers! what is the matter? Has
the yagya been accomplished?” The king
said, “Sir, how can it be accomplished? They
(Brahmins) have developed an illusion, a
wrong notion. So, they are not partaking of
food. I am telling them that Ravidas is sitting
here in the room, while they are saying that
Ravidas is sitting there.” Ravidas Ji smiled
and said, “My dear! this is the sport of God.
None other than He (God) can enact such a
play.”

‘Divine Beloved! who else can perform such

great deeds as Thou?

The Lord, cherisher of the humble, over the

head of the humble places canopy of state.

Thou alone wouldst show favour whose

touch the world defiles.

The Lord, exalting the humble, of none stands

in fear.

Namdeva, Kabir, Tirlochan, Sadhna, Sain -

all are saved.

Saith Ravidas: Listen, devotees of God!

All within the Lord’s power lies.” P. 1106
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At that moment, they went back and
admitted their mistake. They said, “When
God Himself is on the side of Ravidas, what
sin can accrue to us? Let us admit our
mistake and seek forgiveness from Ravidas
Ji. Let us all go to him and bring him here
honourably.” The prominent among the
Brahmins together paid obeisance at the feet

of Ravidas Ji and made requests to him. He
said, “My dear! you will be defiled by
touching me.” They said, “No sir! we have
no power against one on whose side is Lord
God Himself. Kindly come with us into the
yagya and partake of food.” So, in this
manner -

‘The saint of God is distinguished and
remains not obscure.” P. 265
gfg ar garg yare a9t 84 U
So, today is the birthday of that great
man. People are celebrating it with great
love and devotion in different ways in
accordance with their respective feelings. For
us it is a great lighthouse that God is not a
void.

‘The Lord is always by our side, seeing us,
listening to us - Thoughtless man thinks
Him far.’ P. 612

U¥g gaI AeT § Har
" you ATfewT gat 3
God is with everybody. But we are
forgetful of Him all the time. We should
seek guidance and direction from the life of
this great man. Lay stress on singing God’s
laudations and practising his Name
meditation. God is not attained by mere idle
talk. Outwardly, we are very good, but
becoming true both within and without, we
should cultivate love and devotion for God.
Becoming aligned with the Guru, we should
get rid of the curse of being Guru-less. We
should keep away from drinking and non-
vegetarian food. Giving up backbiting and
slandering, which are very harmful. We
should truly come into the Guru’s refuge, for
no harm has yet come. Guru Sahib says-

‘Nothing yet is lost, shouldst thou take to

chanting Divine laudations.

Saith Nanak: By devoted meditation on Him,

The state of fearlessness shalt thou attain.”
P. 726
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Chapter - XVIII
Dedication & Devotion

Holy congregation!
The Khalsa is Thine, O Lord!
So does the victory belong to Thee.

efaarg AT & yTBATI
efagrg At at e3fai

Earlier, Sant Sadhu Singh Ji of Sangrur
was performing ‘Kirtan’ (singing of Gurbani).
How impressive it was! I did not feel like
getting up and wished it to continue. These
are spiritual utterances. There is no other
utterance above them. The need is to imbibe
them and meditate on them. We hear them
all right but are not influenced by them. He
had stated one thing: “If you tell a scholar
something about the Guru, he says out of ego
- this I already know.” There is a big secret
hidden in this assertion: “I already know it.”
He, who claims that he knows, cannot be
influenced spiritually, even if he sits in deep
meditation or trance for fifty births. He, who
thinks that he knows has no chance or hope
of swimming across the world ocean. Guru
Sahib has made a comparison between one
who can swim and one who cannot swim
across the world ocean. Broadly speaking, in
my opinion, a ‘giani’ (scholar) cannot swim
across, even if he continues trying for fifty
births. Who will swim across? He, who does
not know anything, who is simple and
innocent. An innocent person does not take
long to be liberated because God’s nature
also is simple and innocent; He is not clever.
God is not all knowledge; He is an
embodiment of love and simplicity. He has
been continuing to dole out gifts to us
endlessly -

‘Eternally He doles out gifts;

Those receiving them at last can receive no
more.

Infinitely the creation receives from Him
sustenance.’ p. 2

ger & 3¢ gfa yrfai
garr garafa yrat yrfail

But, even after receiving every gift from
God, scholars continue abusing Him and
publishing books too that God does not exist.
Even then God continues to be bountiful and
generous. This is because God is simple and
innocent; and simple folk you can loot as
much as you like. Similarly, love too is never
perfect and complete. About love, it is not
known, and without love God is not attained.
This is all that you need to know. He said,
“I know this.”

So, they came to the holy man. Those
who know (enlightened ones) have their own
way of liberating or ferrying across the
mortals, including the scholars and savants.
The Gurbani doctrine is that the practitioners
of Divine Name contemplation swim across
the world ocean sooner than those possessing
knowledge. The latter are left behind. The
only difference is - whether we live in
knowledge or in love. In ‘love’ man has
nothing of his own. Whatever he has, he
wishes to give to the object of his love - his
beloved, for instance, his watch. If you tell
him that it is very costly, he does not think
about it at all. He says - ‘I have to give
anyway.” He who is in love makes sacrifice;
he surrenders and gives away his own self.
He sells himself. This ought to be
understood. It can be understood with the
help of examples. The holy man was faced
with a hurdle - how to liberate the scholar
or savant? He knows that it is the same
thing which he tells both. One is impacted,
the other is not even a whit because he
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thinks and says - “This I already know’.

This is from the life of a famous teacher
who lived 5000 years ago. His name is Ved
Vyas. A son was born to him. It is said that
at that time, God withheld His Maya. Within
the mother’s womb itself there was a prayer
from him due to which he was not getting
born. The mother was in great pain. Daily
she prayed that the baby should be born,
somehow. When the child was asked he said,
“O God!

‘As is the fire of womb within,
So is the fire of Maya (Mammon) without.
The fires of worldly valuables (Maya) and of
the womb are all the same. The Creator has
set agoing this play.

By His will is the creature born, to his
family in affection attached.
As of devotion he gets bereft...”

#At warfs €ea Hfa

IAT gTafa HTfewTil
HTfewmT warfs AT fea Aat
a3 4F JgfemTI

AT fag grET I {Hiipmr
ya<Tfag IBT FrfemT i

P. 921

That which makes man forget God, that
deed and sentiment is called Maya. Maya
does not mean wealth, sons and daughters;
it is man’s state of mind. It is the job of
Maya (Mammon) to make man forget God.
Now, we are all sunk in the ocean of Maya.
Guru Sahib says that God Himself is
enacting all this play - in various forms and
hues -

‘Now Thou art conscious as to embellish
even consciousness.

And then Thou seemest unconscious and care-
free and asleep.

Here, Thou playest the role of a beggar, and
there, of the great Giver who only but giveth.
Now Thou bestowest infinite gifts upon the

kings of kings,
And, then, Thou takest away all that Thou
givest.
Now attached to the Veda-conduct, now a
dissenter, now devoid of the three Modes,
now invested with all good art Thou!
Here, Thou art a heavenly singer, a
matchless instrumentalist, a Yaksha, the
wise one, and there a snake, a ghost or a
goblin.” Tavprasad Kabit (11), Akal Ustat
3¢ FE3F gfea 93a7 & ¥79 JIE,
FJIg MfdF gfed, Aed WaF T
g3y feyrat gfed, wiarg feas iy,
ag- Ho' g7 gfed, Wifarg a5 €3 i
qg- HITTHE F TIAI W3 I €5,
ag- HITTHS 3 815 63 83 Tl
ag- g g13, ag 3T e fayis,
ad fFars w313, g Faas ANT T
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In this way, after writing ten ‘Kabitas’

(Verse form), Guru Sahib says -

‘Now bestowest boons, now take them away
by deception Thou,
Yet in all ages, all over,
Thou art no other, but the same.’
Tavprasad Kabit (20), Akal Ustat
ad" g9 €3, ad" &% A feafe 83,
A9Y I'% A9Y 567 8 A BaArI Tl
Forgetting that Truth is called Maya. It
is forgetting that Essence, the Real Thing. A
piece of string is lying. A man has forgotten
it. In darkness, he starts fearing it, thinking
mistakenly that it is a snake. It is a state of
mind. In the mind gets created the illusion
of a snake. Throughout the night, he will
continue fearing it. Even when others try to
reason with him, he won’t listen to them.
Tell me - “Can anybody make him agree
with him?” People will say, “Well, wait for
a while.” When the day dawns, they say -
‘Now recognize it carefully.” Doors and
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windows are opened where there was
darkness. Then he realizes that it is a string.
This action of the brain - mistaking a string
for a snake is Maya. Guru Sahib says, “Don’t
consider it to be anything else. The rest is
only an example of the manifestation of
Maya.” He who has a sharp intellect gets
involved in calculations. So, the job of Maya
is to make man forget God. It has deluded
all creatures because it is the creation of God
Himself. Himself has God created, and
Himself is He the doer -

‘The Lord, of Himself created His own self
and assumed He Himself the Name.
Secondly, He made the creation and seated
therein, He beholds it with delight.” P. 463
wmTyls Wy ARG wmryld afe€ a6
gul gedfg ArAtd afg »mAz 36 a7€ 1

The expanse of the world too, He
created Himself, which is called Maya,
which is called nature. Maya too is very
powerful All fear her. Even holy men are
afraid because she is very powerful. It is
again due to Maya that we do not
understand this thing -

‘Such is this Maya by which the Lord is
forgotten, worldly love wells up and one is
attached to the love of another.’ P. 921

g7 Hifewr fag afs ferd
Hg @ud 7€ AT FTfEemTi
At last, his prayer was granted. God
withheld Maya-operation for 24 minutes. He
was born. If Maya were there, he would
have been afflicted with ‘desire or avarice.’
As soon as, one is born, the first breath that
comes is that of Maya. His sense-organs are
surrounded by  Maya. Whatever
understanding he has - according to the
scriptures, he has considerable
understanding, but it is limited - he cannot
tell. Gradually, his brain grows and
blossoms, and he starts understanding things,

because -

‘As is the understanding, God imparts, so is
the enlightenment within.” P. 275

7Rt Hfg @fe AT yaarmi

Guru Sahib says - As soon as the
mortal is born -

‘As is the fire of womb within,
So is the fire of Maya (Mammon) without.
The fires of worldly valuables (Maya) and of
the womb are all the same. The Creator has
set agoing this play.

By His will is the creature born, to his
family in affection attached.

As of devotion he gets bereft, desire and
Maya over him rule.

This Maya, of God makes forgetful, creates
attachment,

And in duality involves him.’

#At warfs €ea Hfa

IAT gTafd Hfewri
HTfemT wmarfs Ag fea #dt
Jo3 4& gorfemTi

AT g =T 3T #Jhionr
ygeTfa FBT FfewmTi

fee gzat sat fgasT
HTfeWT™ WHg TIITfemTil
87 Hfewr fag afg ferd
Hg @ud 7€ AT sTfEwTil

He abandoned that world where
according to our thinking, there is pitch
darkness and heat terrible. Even breath
comes through the veins of the mother. None
is seen there. But one eye is open there,
which is shut now. That eye is called the
third eye, Divine insight with which is seen
God. What does he see there - in the
Sukhmana air passage? You can take your
consciousness there even now - three veins
are there: ‘Ida’ (the air-channel extending
from the head through the left nostril down
to the left side of the vertebrate column),
‘Pingla’ (the air-channel extending from the

P. 921
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head through the right nostril), ‘Sukhmana’
(breath passage lying between ‘Ida’ and
‘Pingla’. The passage of the vital energy
through it brings the highest achievement of
yogic objectives). Exercises pertaining to
these begin with ‘pranayam’ [Breath-control
undertaken as a preparation for the yogic
attainment]. First, ‘Kundalini’ (a vein at the
root of the ‘Sukhmana’ coiled like a snake
acting as a door to the ‘Dasam Duar’ - Tenth
Gate) has to be penetrated. Its mouth opens,
and then the consciousness enters ‘Sukhmana’
passage. There are six hurdles in it. When
it crosses these six hurdles, it enters the
‘Dasam Duar’ [Tenth Gate - the seat of
super-consciousness or ‘Samadhi’, believed to
be located in the head], and there the vision
changes. I am sitting here. The normal
principle is that I can see up to the point my
eyes can travel. But when the consciousness
reaches the Tenth Gate, ‘the door of
realization’, the principle obtaining there
shall apply. Just as the rules of a mad man’s
mind are different from those of a normal
person’s, similarly, when the consciousness
reaches the Tenth Gate, these physical eyes
close because they have their limit, and man
can see things which are out of physical
sight.

In Mata Tripta’s household (Guru
Nanak Sahib’s mother), there was a maid-
servant named Tulsaan. Mata Tripta said to
her, “While I bake loaves, go and call Guru
Nanak Sahib who is resting.” She went there
and observed: “From the body-movement, it
appears that he is in a state of absolute rest
and calm. So, I should not disturb him
because holy men and kings ought not to be
disturbed.” Earlier, kings were never roused
from sleep. They woke up only when their
sleep was over. Later, attendants started
playing melodies and musical tunes, and
they woke up gradually, because for kings it

is very hard to get sleep. Holy men do not
sleep. When their body is asleep, they are in
spirit gone somewhere and are engaged in
doing some work. Therefore, if you awaken
a holy man suddenly, the work they are
doing gets obstructed. The contact between
their spirit and body is severed. This is
called silver cord. Whether the spirit is gone
a thousand miles or ten thousand miles
away, the body is connected with this silver
cord. These secrets were revealed to me by
Sant Maharaj Ji of Rarewaley, because once,
when I lay at Rara Sahib, I went out of my
body. This is a long story which I have
narrated many times. When on return I
entered the body and got up immediately to
see things, I found that everything was the
same as I had seen in the course of my
spiritual excursion. I said, “I have been rid
of the body.” Sant Maharaj Ji said, “I go
daily. If I go by plane, passport is required
and there are restrictions. Nobody knows the
subtle body. In subtle form, I make the entry
to whichever place I like. He who
remembers me in his mind, I appear either
in a dream and talk to him, or in manifest
form too.” I said, “Sir! how is the body
maintained from such a great distance?” I
used to ask him questions. He said, “There
is a very thin silken cord which continues
extending to the place you have to visit.” I
said, “Sir! what if this cord gets broken?” He
said, “Then the holy man does not return to
the body.” Ram Rai’s silver cord had got
severed when the ‘masands’ (tithe collectors)
roused him. Due to the severance of the
cord, his soul kept wandering while his body
was cremated. Those are supernatural things
that can see the world. These physical eyes
and ears do not work there. That is the
region of Divine sight. When the
consciousness enters the Tenth Gate, the
eyes are shut but the person sees the beyond
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or hereafter. Maid-servant Tulsaan did not
rouse Guru Nanak Sahib from sleep. It was
her faith and devotion - ‘Holy men do not
go to sleep, they are omniscient; so why
should I wake him up? God knows what he
may be doing and whom he may be
liberating.” So, instead of calling him, she
touched his toe, which was out of the cloth
sheet, with her forehead. It must not have
been for more than two seconds. The
moment she touched her forehead with his
toe, her consciousness rose to the Tenth
Gate. She started thinking. What did she
witness? She saw Guru Nanak Sahib
standing on the Lankan shore. He had gone
there in response to the prayer of a Sikh
named Mansukh, whose ship was stuck up
in the sea. Guru Sahib was pulling his ship
out, while a tide had come in the sea. It is
for a short while. If you pull out of sand
during this period, it is all right, otherwise,
you remain stuck up. She forgot what Mata
Tripta had told her, and for what she had
come. Mata Tripta waited for five to seven
minutes and then said, “Tulsaan! you
haven’t brought Nanak?” She returned and
submitted with folded hands, “Mother!
whom could I bring? He was pulling out
Mansukh’s ship from the sea. I didn’t call
him, otherwise his task would have been
hindered.” Mata Tripta said, “Well! now you
have also started talking in this vein?”
Almost every holy man or saint keeps his
family under Maya-delusion. The members
of his family have little knowledge about his
spiritual attainments. There are three or four
kinds of persons who remain ignorant about
a holy man’s achievements. They include
friends and family members. Only later, they
acknowledge, “Yes! it was like this.” Then
these revelations and acknowledgements
have no meaning and significance. So, in this
way, it is an inner state of the self where
things are remembered. We say, “Why don’t

we remember that it is a piece of string?”
Well, string we may be able to remember
because it is a material thing. But we cannot
remember the Guru’s utterances because we
don’t have faith. We will remember Guru
Nanak Sahib. He who speaks against, we
will break his head and even shoot him
dead, but we never forge a perfect (100%)
bond with the Guru. We can never agree
100% with him. One may agree 5%, another
10% and still another 15%, but we never
fully agree with what he says. If a man
accepts the Guru’s utterance 100%, he will
be emancipated at that very moment.

Now true or real knowledge will dawn
upon us, if we imbibe perfect faith. If a man
is devoid of faith, he will himself reconcile
saying - ‘I cannot imbibe faith’. This is the
influence of Maya, of delusion, of ignorance
that has been instilled in the mind. As long
as he is under their influence, he cannot
have faith. As long as there is a dead cat
rotting in the well, its water can never
become pure; it will continue to be foul-
smelling. Day and night, you may take out
as much water as you like with a motor;
how can it become pure as long as the dead
cat is there? When our mind is full of
doubts, how can we gain knowledge of truth
or reality?

The holy personage that was taking birth
was Sukhdev by name. He has been a great
sage. His books are imparting light and
knowledge even today. The knowledge
imparted by him is perfectly true. When he
was born, he did not turn towards his
parents because he was aware of the reality.
Such was his state that he said to his father,
“I have to go for practising Divine Name
meditation and doing God’s devotional
worship.” His father said, “You have just
taken birth.” Our scholars interpret it like
this that he was in the womb for twelve
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years; that is why he talked of going for
practising Divine Name meditation. Bhai
Gurdas Ji says - ‘At that very moment - the
moment he was born.” We have to accept
what Bhai Gurdas Ji has said. We are not to
object to what is enshrined in Sri Guru
Granth Sahib. Its edicts have to be accepted
and followed without any doubts and
reservations.

If it says that the sun rises at 12 noon,
we will concur with it. Guru Angad Sahib
placed total reliance in the Guru’s word, and
none else. It was 12 o’clock at night. Guru
Nanak Sahib said, “Good man! wash my
clothes and bring them after drying.” Baba
Budha Ji missed the opportunity of obeying
Guru Sahib and said, “Reverend Sir! it is not
even early morning as yet.” Guru Sahib then
asked brother Sadharan to do the task, and
he too declined. Then he said to his son,
“Sri Chand! please see if my clothes can be
washed and dried.” He said, “There are so
many other dresses lying. Wear anyone of
them. Is it necessary to wear this very
cloak?” Guru Angad Sahib was a new-
comer. He had been in Guru Sahib’s service
for just four years. “Abinashi Jot’ [Immortal
Light] was finished in seventeen holy
congregations. Discourses spanning 51 hours
have been published. What is the main idea
in them? What was the special thing about
Guru Angad Sahib? Baba Budha Ji stayed
with him (Guru Nanak Sahib) all his life.
Many others including Bhai Bala, Bhai
Mardana and tested Sikhs like Bhai
Mansukh remained with him. Where did
they fail that they could not find approval
and acceptance with Guru Nanak Sahib, that
they could not fall into the list of the genuine
ones and score 100% marks? On the other
hand, what special service did Guru Angad
Sahib, that is Bhai Lehna Ji render during
just three and a half years that he not only

became his favourite but also his successor
Guru? Guru Nanak Sahib said -

‘I can think of no other than God, who
seated on the spread rug, issues commands.’
P. 936

gi7e Fg & a9t g9 €319 yTfEl
‘O Timeless One (God)! in this world, I
think of no other than God Himself, who,
sitting before me on the cushion of royalty,
can discourse to me.” People everywhere,
including Gorakh Nath’s sect, were amazed
at the Guru’s action of paying obeisance to
a human being. They came to see that
personage before whom Guru Nanak Sahib
had bowed. What was the special thing
about that person? Guru Nanak Sahib said,
“Good man! wash these clothes.” The others
too had said ‘no’ to him. Baba Buddha Ji had
said, “The day hasn’t dawned as yet.” Why
did Guru Angad Sahib not say ‘no’ like
others? Because he had surrendered his all
to Guru Nanak Sahib on the very first day;
he had kept nothing with himself. If he had
kept a little reason and understanding with
him, he too would have said - ‘It is
midnight yet’. He had kept nothing with
himself as his own. He got the command -
‘Wash them and bring them after drying.” He
had no doubt whatsoever that there would be
no sunlight outside as it was winter month.
He went and brought the clothes washed
and dried within an hour. Now this is a

state of mind which we cannot forge.

In the case of that child, the Sage’s son,
it was a conception of his mind that he had
to practise Name meditation and engage
himself in God’s devotional worship and not
let Maya - delusion envelop him. It is an
illustrative story. It hardly matters whether
he went at the age of five years or three
years. Assume that he went somehow or the
other; Dhruv too had gone for this purpose.
In 36 years, he learnt and mastered the
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entire yoga and took his mind’s concentration
to a state of tranquil meditation. He
remained in meditation for six months at a
stretch. His hair grew so long and matted
that birds made their nests in them. They
hatched their chicks in them and took them
away. Inspite of doing all this, he did not
attain peace of mind. He thought, “I should
consult some enlightened one. My father is
called Ved Vyasa (master of the Vedas). The
whole world recognizes his learning and
scholarship. I should also consult him in this
regard.” So he came to his father and said,
“Respected father! I have gone through all
the six ‘smadhis’ (trances). After penetrating
through the six ‘chakras’ (ganglions), I have
gained abode in the ‘Dasam Duar’ (state of
Super consciousness) but why don’t I get
peace of mind?” He said, “Son! practising of
means and methods is a different thing. It is
a process of the body, just as a wrestler
does. It has no connection with peace of
mind. You possess ‘peace’ all right but you
haven’t made use of it.” Everybody has
peace. Guru Sahib has kept none deprived
of it -

‘The medicine of God’s Name is in every

heart, O brother.

Without guidance of the Master (Guru),

perfectly endowed, is not found the way to

take it.

By the discipline prescribed by the Master

(Guru), perfectly endowed,

Saith Nanak: Never more does this malady

afflict.” P. 259

gfs w@vug Az we J Freti

Irg ya faz fafg s+ gareti

arfe yd Aay afg ebnri

a7aa I fefa gy a7 ghur i

Everybody has the bowl of nectar within
him, but he does not use it. Sage Ved Vyasa
said, “Sukhdev! what you have, you have not
made use of it. Peace is in God’s Name

alone; it is not in practices.”

‘Without devotion to the Name Divine

comes not joy or peace - How may then the

mind find poise?’ p. 707

fas gfs a0 & Aifg gfe

fag fafa vy gid i

Sukhdav said, “From where should I

obtain the Name Divine?” His father said,
“You will have to go into the refuge of a holy
man. You will have to imbibe and practise
his teachings. You will have to efface
yourself completely. Even a child’s intellect
or understanding is big and considerable.
You will have to go down even lower than
that level.” If Guru Nanak Sahib said,
“Good man! eat the corpse”, Bhai Lehna Ji
did not entertain any doubt and say “Corpse
is not something edible, and how can a
vegetarian eat a corpse?” Since it was the
Guru’s command, he went near the dead
body. Guru Sahib said, “Why don’t you start
eating?”

Guru Angad Sahib said, “Sir! kindly
command from which side I should eat.”
Guru Sahib said, “From the side of the
head.”

Now there are hair on the head, How
can one eat? How will one take a bite. Baba
Buddha Ji hesitated and stood a little away
from the corpse. But he too was perfect.
They saw ahead that there was no corpse. It
was all a creation of Maya (Mammon).
Historians say that there was ‘prasad’ (sweet
pudding) lying there. Well, whatever
happened, it was a mammonic display; he
himself was the possessor of all powers. But
Guru Angad did not have any doubts about
Guru Nanak Sahib. He did not think even
for a moment - a corpse is not edible, while
he says - eat the corpse. This is something
lower than even a child’s intellect. Even a
child will say ‘no’, if you give him something
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repugnant to eat. So man has to efface
himself to this extent. Ved Vyasa said,
“Then find an accomplished holy man and
practise penances and Divine Name
meditation.” He said, “I have already spent
36 years in this pursuit and passed through
six ‘samadhis’ (trances). But ‘Sehaj Smadhi’
(deep meditation or concentration) has not
been revealed within me as yet. You impart
knowledge and enlightenment to all the
people in the world. Enlighten me too.” He
said, “Son! I cannot impart knowledge and
enlightenment to you because your feeling
towards me is that of a son for his father
and not of a disciple for the master. Since
you are my son, you cannot surrender your
feelings of love and devotion to the father-
Guru. You cannot efface yourself for me. You
can live all right; you can receive various
other favours from me, but you cannot place
total faith and reliance in me. Therefore, you
should not think like this. Go and practise
penances. He spent 36 years more practising
penances and meditation and again came,
“Respected father! none is greater than you.”
When he made desperate supplications, Ved
Vyas recited the Guru’s word or hymn -

‘He, unto whom my Master becomes
merciful, to that disciple of his, the Guru
imparts his instruction.’ P. 306
fAar & efewrg TS Har
fsg grafmy arg uem <

As soon as he heard this instruction, he
said - “I already know this very well.” The
sage said, “I had already told you - for me
you cannot cultivate the feeling which a
disciple has for the Guru (Holy Preceptor).
You will continue to treat me as a father.
You are learned and know that I cannot kill

14

you.

“Then what is the solution to this
problem?”

He said, “Go to King Janak.” In
obedience to his father’s command, Sukhdev
went to King Janak. At that time, Janak was
the king of Mithilapuri - Orissa. A case of
a big robbery, in which a hundred persons
were guilty, was being decided in his court.
They were to be sentenced to death. He was
appending his signatures to the death
warrant. When he (Sukhdev) reached there,
death sentence was pronounced on a
hundred persons. He wondered where his
father had sent him. He was pronouncing
sentence of death on a hundred persons.
Sage Narad manifested himself, because
Narad can manifest himself wherever and
whenever he likes. He can go to any region
whether it is the abode of the gods, or of
demons, or it is the earth. He asked
Sukhdev, “Where from have you come? What
is the matter? Why are looking sad?” He
said, “My father has cheated me. He told me
that I would obtain peace of mind from King
Janak. He has sent me to this violent and
harsh king. He is sending a hundred persons
to the gallows.” Narad said, “Narayan!
Narayan (O my God!) just think, what a big
allegation you are making! At the present
moment, King Janak is a perfectly God-
enlightened person. So exalted is he that
even the gods long for the dust of his feet.”

‘Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari and Saraswati
seek dust of feet of the man of God.

Full of impurity of sins are we; our impurity
by dust of the holy is shed.’ P. 1263
giarr AWaT gTeTedl AIR3T
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Sage Narad said, “My dear! are you
talking about that king whose state is that of
the God-enlightened?

‘Gods like Shiva themselves quest after the
God-enlightened.

Saith Nanak: The God-enlightened with the
Supreme Being Himself are at one.” P. 273
gan famrrast a6 Fafa HagT Il

3T3d FIH farn st wWfy yaHEad Il

Even Lord Shiva is failing to find the
dust of his feet. All gods, Brahma and
Vishnu are longing for a glimpse of him. Are
you slandering him? Remember, by speaking
ill of the holy, six powers of renunciation or
non-attachment are destroyed. He, who
calumniates the holy will not be able to
engage in God’s devotional worship again,
because renunciation is finished within
him.” The pain and suffering of six
incarnations gives birth to one power of
renunciation. Sant Maharaj Ji (of Rara Sahib)
used to explain in great detail that non-
attachment or renunciation achieved through
the pain and suffering of 36 incarnations is
destroyed by speaking ill of the holy just
once. So, then you may continue wandering
all your life. As long as the holy man does
not show mercy again, the calumniator
cannot be liberated, that is, he cannot swim
across the world-ocean. He may endeavour as
much as he can, he may be very learned,
and may be a great speaker, he cannot swim
across the world-ocean -

‘How can the saint’s slanderer be ever saved?
Know thou for certain that he shall fall into
hell.’ P. 875
Ag aT f&ead a7 3T
AYT AT &9 IT U3 Il
You have spoken ill of a holy man. What
a foul deed you have committed!” He

(Sukhdev) said, “Why call it a bad deed? I
have seen with my own eyes. How can I
believe you? How can I swallow a fly when
I have noticed it?” Sage Narad said, “He is
not going to understand? It is a hopeless
case.” Then he wrought another miracle. He
assumed the form of an old man. A river
was flowing. Sukhdev was also sitting under
a tree. The old man had a basket and a
spade. He started filling the basket with
sand and throwing it into the river. He spent
an hour doing this in the scorching heat of
the sun. Sukhdev observed him and thought
he was acting foolishly. When the old man
came there, Sukhdev said to him, “My dear!
what were you doing, I kept watching you
throwing sand into the river.” The old man
said, “Son! I have an important task. I have
to cross the river, but I am finding it difficult
to do so. I was building a bridge by
throwing sand into the river.” He said, “You
are a fool.” The old man said, “Sukhdev! I
am not a fool. I have wasted the labour of
an hour only. But in your case, the labour of
36 incarnations is going in vain, and six
powers of renunciation are getting destroyed.
Get rid of this sentiment. Don’t indulge in
slandering. Don’t think ill of anyone. You
are going to be liberated here with King
Janak.” But Sukhdev went back. After 36
years, again he was filled with yearning and
came to his father. His father said, “There
is no liberation without the holy man. What
you wish to attain is possible only through
a holy man. You are a learned person
yourself. You know that all this creation is
God Himself. You only know this, but you
have not realized it.” Guru Sahib says, “By
realization comes discrimination, and not by

knowing: (... to be continued)
ALACAAZAAIACAAS
@ @ @Te
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JAPU JI SAHIB
Treasure Eternal

(Continued from P. 85, issue July, 2016)

fae afg nmyr fae A&l faf 9! fa<
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fFa #R sm@r fFa arenat #3 a&r Fa
STOIT Il

TE gT@T Y F ATE 5F § TF
fasrrom il

geT @IfEg Fst 15 Far ar FT &3 |
JFE T F g4t FEOt A TTAT T FIE
N2

Kiv kar akhan kiv salahin, kion varnin kiv
jana?

I\_lanak akhan sabh ko akhai, ikk dun ikk
siyana.

Wadda sahib waddi nain, kita ja ka hovai —
Nanak je ko apau janai, aggai gaya na
sohai.

Word meanings:

kiv kar: how; in what way; akhan: I may
describe; salahin: praise the Lord Creator;
kion varnin: How should I describe; kiv jana:
how should I comprehend; akhan sab ko
akhai: all attempt to describe; ik dun ikk
siyana: everyone claims to be wiser than the
other to describe the Creator and His
creation; wadda sahib: great is the Master;
waddi nain: great is His Name; ja ka:
whose; kita hovai: by His doing is everything
accomplished; je ko: if some person; apau

Prof. Beant Singh
Mobile - 93160 56182

janai: claim to know by himself; agai gaya na
sohai: does not find honour when he arrives
at the Divine Portal.

Explanation:

How should I describe and praise the
Lord? How should I describe His greatness?
O Nanak! every man considers himself wiser
than others and tries to describe the Lord’s
greatness, but in vain. Lord God is the
greatest of all. His greatness and glory too
is the most exalted. All that is happening in
the world is by His command. O Nanak! if
someone tries to know God’s extent on the
strength of his intellect, he does not find
honour at the Divine Portal, where truth is
all-important. This is because in the attempt
to know the Lord, and in the pride to
describe, he has not learnt the art of getting
rid of egoism.

Commentary on the remaining stanza:

In stanzas 16, 17, 18 and 19, Guru Sahib
had described the vastness of Lord Creator’s
deeds or creation. In them, at the occurrence
of the verse - “Countless are killers and cruel
cut-throats’ [Stanza XVIII], this question
cropped up spontaneously: ‘Is there any way
by which these sinners can be liberated?’
After answering this question in stanza 20
and 21, Guru Sahib picks up the same
thread again. First, he describes the
omniscience of the Timeless One and the
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ignorance of man, the sentient being by
saying: What to speak of computing the Lord
Creator’s countless deeds, nobody even
knows the day, date and time when the
world was created. Why? The simple
explanation is: ‘Before the creation of the
world, only the Lord Creator was in
existence, and none other. Therefore, who
other than the Lord Himself can know about
the time of creation?’

‘Well then what about the many things
that Brahmin priests and Muslim clerics say
on this subject?” The answer is that all
which is recorded in the scriptures in this
context is mere guess and conjecture because
before the creation of the world, neither the
scriptures, nor their writers were in
existence. Only God who existed then, can
tell about it. He was both the Creator and
the spectator, and the Supreme Omniscient
too. Then what about those who claim to
have knowledge of God, His doings and the
time of creation? Guru Sahib says: ‘Those
who make such claims can win name and
fame among those less learned than them,
but the Divine Portal where truth is all-
important, they won’t gain honour and
distinction.”

SanzaXXl|

Introduction:

Here continuing with the thread of
Lord’s Creation, Guru Sahib gives further
description of the great vastness of the world
expanse and the Lord’s infinite doings.

YTITET_YTITE_ BY WTATHT WTAH
63a 637 7% ga € adIfs f&a T3 U

HIA Ma9d Jdfe a3a WAY &g T3 Il
By Jfe 3 feyin 89 dfe fezm 1
Aea TIT wHIE wgd 7AE Wy |l

qrdTeT OTdTel @@ JTITar Jrma |
gieF gk Hlfer g 3 FET TF ardll
HEH JICRE FE[T FAaT Ige] 3 &g |
aar 8z 7 frEy @@ &g faurg
qE FST TG ATG FTO AT

Patalan patal, lakh agasan agas.

Orak orak bhal thake veda kaihan ik
vat. Saihs atharahn kahan kateban
asulu ik dhat. Lekha hoe tan likhiyai
lekhai hoe vinas. Nanak wadda
akhiyai, Ape janai Ap.

Word meanings:

patalan patal: nether regions; lakh:
millions; agasan agas: skies; orak orak: finally;
in the end; bhal thake: tired of exploring;
kahan: say; ik vat: one thing; Vedas: Hindu
scriptures; saihs atharahn: 18000 scholars;
kateban: four scriptures of Christianity and
Islam - Koran, Bible, Old Testament (first
five books), Psalm of David; asulu: origin;
ik dhat: one God, Timeless One; lekha:
account; likhiyai: write; vinas: end; wadda
akhiyai: He who is called Supreme; Ape Janai
Ap: Himself knows the extent of His
creation.

Explanation:

All the Vedas say that there are millions
of skies. There are nether regions below
nether regions, and skies above skies. People
have tried to know their extent but in vain.
They are tired of exploring them. The Vedas
say this one thing. The four books of
Christianity and Islam say that there are
18000 scholars whose origin is one Timeless
God. But the truth is that the numbers like
hundreds and thousands cannot be used for
computing the Lord’s Creation. Its account
can be written, if it is possible to compute.
Its computation cannot be done. No numbers
can describe it. O Nanak, only the Lord who
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is called Supreme, knows His extent; none
else does.

Commentary:

In the preceding stanzas, Guru Sahib
had taken up the ‘time’ when the Lord
Creator wrought the creation.

He had stated that nobody knows about
the ‘beginning of time’. When the mortals do
not know about the ‘beginning’ of creation,
how can they know about its end? In the
intervening period, human beings have been
sporting in the play of time. The creation is
within time and space. Therefore, now,
taking up the subject of ‘space’, Guru Sahib
tells us that the expanse of creation is so vast
that even knowing the entire extent of this
creation amounts to nothing.

3% I2g Afg gersT

gIHT FBS [RAfC afenT i

ATfer FSF AT RETAT

gEAT WO fgAfe 7297 |

Naal kutamb saath vardaataa
barahmaa bhaalan sarisat ga-i-aa.

‘Brahma, the grantor of boons,
with his progeny went into the lotus-tube to
ascertain the world’s extent.’

(5.G.G.S., P.350)

But what happened after all his search?
il W3 & Ufe€ 37 ar
&7 2fe far @37 gfenr ||
AFt g T aIEAT AT FT
g Bl [FAT ST 49T Il
Aagai ant na paa-i-o taa kaa
Kans chhayd ki-aa vadaa bha-i-aa.

‘Proceeding further,
he could not find the limit thereof.
What glory was obtained by killing Kans,
the king.’ (5.G.G.S., P.350)
Similarly, wise men of India and Arabia
tried to know the extent of the creation, and

N

finally, reached one conclusion that the
extent of the Lord’s creation cannot be
known. While engaged in the task of
computing, man himself comes to end. By
remaining involved in knowing the extent of
creation, the life’s goal of attaining to the
Lord Creator is neglected. So, finally Guru
Sahib counsels us: The Lord Creator knows
Himself and the extent and expanse of what
He has created. From His creation, He has
Himself come to be great and glorious.
Therefore, speak unto Him - “Thou art great,
O Doer Creator.” By believing Him to be
Supreme and calling Him so, our mind will
rise above the creation’s computation and
become aligned with and absorbed in the
Lord Creator. Computation of creation
diffuses the mind. By singing the Lord’s
laudations, the mind will become absorbed
in Him. Look at the creation and then
exclaim: ‘O Lord Creator! Thou art
omnipotent and supreme.” Praise Him and
cultivate love and devotion for Him.

93 JEI31 HAZE I

Fd Fawdt gAAE

Kartay kudratee mustaak.

‘O Creator! Seeing Thy creation I have

become Thy devotee.” (5.G.G.S., P.724)

So, in this way, by highlighting the

vastness of the cosmos created within “Time’
and ‘Space’, Guru Sahib brings the devotees
in the state of love and devotion for the Lord
Creator.

Stanza XXIII

Introduction:

In the preceding stanza, Guru Sahib has
stated that the creation is infinite and
incalculable. It is very vast indeed. Now let
us consider: The truly great and supreme is
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He who has wrought this creation, who
knows it and manages it. In that case, we
should call the Lord Creator supreme - the
greatest of all. By believing and uttering this
truth, the mind will rise above the visible
and become absorbed in the Lord Creator.

mErgt mEtfg 831 gafs & yrgtor
aEm w3 T7g y<fa AHfe & astfa i
ANE AT A®3'& fagar A3t W& a5 i
J13t 3fs & deb1 7 3 Hog & IRIfal
ATATET ArefE gt AT T GIgaAr |
FEtAT A FIE uErE mri% T SroftatE 0

Wammﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁma?ll
FIt gfer 7 &t & forg mAg 7 e

Salahi salah, eti surat na paiya,

Nadian atai wah, pavaihn samund na
janiyaih. Samund sah sultan, girha seti
maal dhan,

Kiri tul na hovani je tismanuhn na visraih.

Word meanings:

Salahi: God; worthy of reverence and
praise; salah: by praising or lauding; eti surat
na paiya: nobody has gained so much
understanding and knowledge of the
greatness of the Lord Creator; nadian: rivers;
atai: and; wvah: streams; samund: in the sea;
na janiyaih: are not known by their individual
names. [They become absorbed in the sea
and become sea itself.];  samund sah sultan:
kings of seas and oceans; girha seti: as big as
the mountains; maal dhan: wealth; tul: equal
to an ant; na hovani: are not; je tis manuhn:
in whose heart; na visraih: God is not
forgotten.

Explanation:

By singing the laudations of the Lord,
worthy of reverence and praise, nobody has
been able to gain understanding of His
greatness and glory. They only become

absorbed in Him very much like rivers and
streams that fall into the sea. They can only
merge in the ocean and cannot know its
extent. Similarly, God’s devotees by singing
His praises can become absorbed in Him
but cannot know how great He is. Lords of
seas and oceans owning treasures as big as
mountains are not equal to even an ant in
whose heart is lodged God, provided it does
not become oblivious of Him. Therefore, by
Divine Name meditation and engaging in
God’s devotional worship, one cannot know
His extent. But God’s devotees do not bother
about even kings and emperors. Even untold
wealth is of no importance in their eyes.

Commentary:

At the end of stanza XXII, Guru Sahib
had said, “Call Him great, O Nanak.’ Now, in
stanza XXIII, he explains in detail that ‘Call
Him great’ means praising and lauding the
Lord. This question can arise: ‘By singing
God’s praises, will the vastness of the entire
creation come to be described fully?” Guru
Sahib answers this question through an
illustration: Just as rivers continue moving/
flowing in the direction of the sea and
finally attain to it (sea), but they do not gain
knowledge of its extent, just as a spectator
standing separate from the visible object has
of it (object). As soon they enter the sea,
they cease to be rivers and streams and
become the sea itself. Neither are they
known as rivers and streams which by
remaining separate are in the state of being
‘knowers’ capable of gaining knowledge of
their goal, the Lord worth-knowing. Having
come into its refuge, they have merged into
it and become exactly like it, its very form

and image, as per the Guru’s edict g= T
Tzt mHrefsmr ‘TOT Ffe TO FTARTATOAT
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‘Gun kahi gunee samaavani-aa’.

‘By chanting His laudation, the mortal is
absorbed in the praise-worthy Lord.” (S5.G.G.S.,
P.110) The phrase ‘surat na paiya’ (no
awareness gain) does not mean that the
devotee remains  ignorant; rather it means
becoming indistinguishably absorbed in the
sentience or awareness of the sentient form.

There is another view also. In the first
two verses, Guru Sahib has compared God
with the sea; then considering it not befitting
and adequate, he has described Him to be
smaller than even a particle, which can
become lodged in the heart of a tiny ant.
Here ‘particle’ means that fraction of God
which can abide in the heart of the ant.
After all, how much is an ant? How big can
be its heart? Then, how much of Lord God
will abide there? So, that small fraction of
Lord God which abides in the little heart of
the tiny ant has so much importance that all
the seas with their vast treasures are paltry
and insignificant before it, such as:

fasar 8 fAg At gA= Ui

37 & Hfgw ast & we il

fer@r g& fag dtar Fad o

ar #t aAfewr T T a3

Kinkaa ayk jis jee-a basaavai.

Taa kee mahimaa ganee na aavai.

‘Beyond expression is the praise of one,

In whose heart is lodged even a particle of

God’s laudation .’ (5.G.G.S. P. 262)

The greatness of what had been

recommended in stanza V - ‘Never should
He, put out of mind be’, has been shown here
by saying - ‘That in the heart does God’s
Name bear.” Just as in the earlier stanzas, by
showing the plenteousness of the creation
visible in ‘time” and ‘space’, and above it, by
showing the Lord Creator’s infiniteness and

illimitable greatness, Guru Sahib had
commanded - ‘Call Him great, O Nanak’,
similarly, in this stanza, Guru Sahib says -
‘We have already stated that Supreme is
Lord Creator Himself, what He has wrought
is vast in ‘time” and ‘space’, but between this
‘creation’ and “Lord Creator’, there is another
great entity, whom none from this ‘wrought
creation’ can equal. That great one is not the
reckoner of the ‘creation” but the devotee
who praises the Lord, ever lodges Him in his
heart and never forgets Him. Even though
his position in the world may be as low as
that of an ant, yet he is greater and higher
than the most moneyed people. Why is this
man ‘who never forgets the Lord’ greater
than all the rich persons in the world? This
is because worldly riches are not invaluable
and inexhaustible while he possesses Name-
wealth which is inexhaustible, as says
Gurbani:

Ifg a5 &H nHBI €<

gfg A7 eJdrg fumrar T Il

B &7 17 gHieg &3

gR 99 ZE franT & |

Har dhan naam amolak dayvai

Har jas dargeh pi-aaraa hay.

‘The True Guru gives the wealth of the
invaluable

Name of the Lord.

At the Divine Portal is found pleasing the
Lord’s praise.” (5.G.G.S., P.1029)

fie 36ld M32 Ta ufewr afg aH™ afd
qs H'E I

T ATHlF AJE 47 GISAT 8N ATAT ER
ag Arg

Jan naanak atut dhan paa-i-aa

har naamaa har dhan maal.

‘Nanak, servant of God, the endless wealth

has attained - wealth of the Name Divine.’
(5.G.G.S., P. 1315)
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All the worldly riches are left here.
They don’t accompany man to the world
hereafter. But the Name Divine accompanies
him, which does not forsake even when the
body perishes. Such is the Guru’s edict:

fAg wiafar feg a3 feas I
37 Ifg &y HAfar 33 FIST I

g AaRfr 3§ S1a g&ar |
g 8k g Hfr & geer |
Jih maarag ih jaat ikaylaa.

Tah har naam sang hot suhaylaa.
‘On that path that the self in loneliness
treads,

God’s Name to it alone brings comfort.’
(5.G.G.S., P.264)

Stanza XXIV

Introduction:

The question arises:'Why is it that no
awareness is gained of the Lord’s person,
His attributes, His doings and His gifts?” The
answer is that He is infinite. The mortal
with limited understanding cannot know the
extent of all that concerns the Lord. This is
stated in the next stanza.

w3 & Ae3t aafs & »iz Il
W3 & q9E efs & ¥z Ul
w3 & SUfE Ffs & wig Il
I & A4 faur Hfs HZ Il
AT T awdt F=for 7 Ag 1
AT T FO BT T AT N
31Fr T d@for gofor T g
Ag 7 ard fEaT At 77

Ant na siftin kaihan na ant,
Ant na karnai den na ant.
Ant na vekhan sunan na ant,
Ant na japai kia man mant.

Word meanings:
siftin:
endless, no end; kaihan: describe; karnai:
God'’s creation; den: His boons; vekhan: sights

attributes, qualities; ant na:

to see; sunnan: sounds to hear; na japai: not
seen or felt; kia man mant: what is in God’s
mind;

Explanation:

There is no end to Lord Creator’s
attributes, merits, creative actions and gifts.
They cannot be described. Endless is His
ability to see and hear. There is no end to
what is going on in His mind. There is no
end to His intentions.

w3 & 7Y 3T v i
w3 & 74 Ueey Il
w3 aafs a3 faseta I
T NI F YT AT

W?m&aﬁmmn

T G gRTETS ol
marnﬁrr ﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂ?‘ll

ar & gd T g el

Ant na japai kita akaar,
Ant na japai paravar.

Ant karan kete bila lahen,
Tanke ant na pae jahen.

Word meanings:

kita akar: created forms; paravar: extents
of the Lord; ant karan: to know the limits;
keta: many; bila lahen: yearn; tanke ant: limits
of that Lord; na pae jahen: cannot find.

Explanation:

Endless the of the
phenomenal world created by the Lord. The
extents or limits of this created world cannot
be found. Many are longing to know these
limits, but they cannot find them.

&g iz & A afE
gg3" FId FIIT IfE Ul
gg dg T it Fg
JgaT FEN agar Sz

(... to be continued)

are forms
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