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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 79, issue June, 2016)

Many present-day intellectuals say
unhesitatingly, “The verses of Guru Nanak
the poet are excellent poetry.” They do not
accept that this ‘bani’ (utterance) has come
from the Lord’s Home. This is because the
influence of Kaliyuga (Dark Age) is
increasing day by day. The most deluded
and misguided in the world will be those
who are very educated. The illiterate won't
be deluded and misguided. Their faith will
sustain them, while the educated will go
astray. This is because their manner of
writing is such. Before they pick up their
pen to write with, they think how their
writing will be received by others. They are
concerned about other people’s objections
and criticisms. They are worried that their
writing may not be rejected outright.

Holy congregation! this ‘bani” (utterance)
has come from the Primal Divine Source. It
is capable of curing the sick -

‘He, who heartily realizes this Gurbani in
his inner self, within his mind abides the
Lord’s Name.’ P. 797
feT gt 7 Abwg &

3w #3fa a& afg sl

The Name Divine illumines the inner
self. And when the Divine Name illumines
the inner self -

‘The nine treasures and eighteen miraculous

powers go after him, who ever keeps
enshrined the Lord within his mind.” P. 649

Sant Waryam Singh Ji
English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

< faut wiatag firal fue saitr feafa
# afg fgae mer SfE

Attending the holy congregation amounts
to doing great virtuous deeds. Preserve them.
What will be their fruit? The fruit will be
that you will start taking interest in Divine
Name meditation and becoming absorbed in
it. The Name will start getting lodged in you.
So, those who have meditated on the Name
have used their human birth profitably.
Their life has been utilized properly. Those
who haven’t meditated on the Name, have
wasted their life.

‘Those that the Name Divine have not
contemplated, what good their coming into
the world?

Hard to attain is this human birth; without
devotion to the Name goes it waste.

Any who in the sowing season the Name
Divine has not sown,

In the hereafter famished shall remain -
what sustenance shall he get?

Saith Nanak: Such is the Divine Will -
Egoists shall again and again undergo birth.”

P. 450

frst #Anr afs a7y & 8136

7 a3 Al #& aH TH |

feg HeR "oy €87

3 fa&T faagm Ag Ae Il

gfe &3 afs 5y & G

W&l YT formm 4TE |l

HEWYT & fefT Aoy J &7aa afd & |l

The Divine Name rids man of all

sorrows and sufferings. It effaces all pain
and distress. It grants all miraculous powers
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and bestows all honours. Guru Sahib says -
“Well brother! he who does not contemplate
such a Name, what is the purpose of his
coming into the world? What for has he
come? Eating and drinking is surely not the
goal of man’s life. Birds and animals also
depart after spending their life in eating and
drinking. But if you are the crown of creation
what for have you got this high position. God
has made man the chief of the remaining
83,99,999 creatures. His task is to realize
God and meet Him. Meeting is of two kinds.
One is meeting on the way - ‘Sat Sri Akal!
‘Sat Sri Akal’! (Sikh greeting) what brings
you here? How are you?” After exchanging
these customary greetings, you go your own
respective ways. Another meeting is like that
of sugar bubble and water. The sugar bubble
dissolves in water, becomes a part of it and
cannot come out of it. Meeting with God is
like this type of total mingling and
dissolution and becoming the form and image
of God Himself. God has this power of
making the devotee a part of Himself. Then
the devotee becomes God Himself. So, this
is the purpose or goal of human birth -

‘With the gift of human incarnation granted
to thee,

Now is thy opportunity to have union with
the Lord.

Nothing else shall avail thee.’

et Yyaufg Hgy egaraTil
gifde s at fea 3at gabm i
wefa i 34 fa3 & ant il
Holy congregation is like a school. It is
like a “madarsa’ (seminary). This is a school
for students of spirituality. Here we are to
ascend spiritually. We have to gain self-
realization, and then we have to realize
God. There are ways and means of
recognizing or realizing God. How to realize

p. 12

Him? This ‘jeev’ (man, soul) is in a state of
He regain
consciousness without attending the holy
congregation. Those who contemplate God
are called holy men and saints. One cannot
swim across the world-ocean without
keeping their company. Therefore, the
Gurbani edict is - ‘Meditate on the Name
Divine in the company of the holy’ -

unconsciousness. cannot

‘In holy company on the Name immaculate
meditate.’ P. 12

& Arardrs sg a<% &I

What is the mark of holy company!
There only Divine Name is talked about -

‘“What qualities has holy company? Such it is
wherein the sole Name of the Lord is
expounded?’ P. 72
ASHGIS At At Il
fr& 8 & syt il
How can the company of that person
liberate you who does not know himself,
what he is and who cannot see beyond the
physical world? Keep the company of one
who knows both here and hereafter, if you
want to swim across the world-ocean and
attain liberation. Among the various marks of
the holy man, Guru Sahib has mentioned this
too -

‘This is the sign of the saint that by meeting
him one is saved.

Death’s myrmidons draw not near him, and
then he dies not again.

He swims across the poisonous and terrible
world-ocean.

Within thy mind weave the Divine garland
of God’s excellences and all thy filth shall be
washed off.

Nanak remains blended with his Beloved and
very powerful Transcendent Lord.” P. 320

feg feaat g at fam 323 3ard il
ANdag 313 & »reet fefd ggfz & HatA I
g< AIIg AAT fay 7 ufa @3dh# 1l
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afs grE deg Hfs W& afd AT HE Ygaaid I
3aq Yiav fifs ag yragay saaarit il
The holy man is one by meeting whom
one does not flounder in the world-ocean and
swims across. He has no fear of death. In
fact, Death’s agents do not come near him;
they run away. Where holy men are singing
God’s laudations, there God Himself is
present in the immanent form. How can
Death’s minions come there? In the company
of the holy, man comes to know the art of
living. He obtains immortal life. The world-
ocean is full of poison. It is as difficult to
cross it as when water enters the lungs
while swimming. Water does enter the
mouth of swimmers but they continue
throwing it out. In the company of the man
of God, what happens is that man crosses
the poison-filled ocean of existence. Adorn
your mind with the garland of God’s merits.
In this way, in the holy company, man is
able to meet with God and gain union with
Him. Never do holy men become extinct. The
world will be destroyed if there are no men
of God.

Sovereign Guru Nanak Sahib had come
into the world to create holy men who are
an embodiment Lord God. Tenth Guru Sahib
said, “My dear! there are two chief objects
of my advent into the world. One is that I
have to put an end to folly and perverted
thinking; the other is to create true holy men
and saints. Why have I to do so? So that
stability or equilibrium of the world may
continue to be maintained. If the earth’s
equilibrium gets disturbed, it will be
destroyed, because the earth cannot bear the
burden of ungrateful people. Neither the
heavy weight of the mountains, nor of the
forests, streams and rivers troubles the earth.

It can bear their burden. The burden which
it finds unbearable is that of ungrateful
people. As long as there are holy men in the
world, it will continue to find its way,
otherwise, it will be enveloped in darkness.

What is a holy man or a saint like?
Guru Sahib says - ‘The entire world is
involved in three attributes of Maya
(Mammon) - ‘rajo’ (passion, energy), ‘tamo’
(sloth, darker urges) and ‘sato’ (virtue,
goodness). All ‘jeevs’ (sentient beings) are
sporting in Maya; rather we are living in a
state of dream.

‘As is the night’s dream, so is the transient
world.” P. 808
ART FuaT dfs & AT AR |l
Guru Sahib says that, deluded in the
three qualities of Maya (Mammon), the world
has gone to sleep. The holy man is above the
three qualities of Maya. He is highly
exalted.

‘Even to the Vedas is not known the
greatness of the holy -

These narrate only what they have heard.
Beyond the three qualities is the greatness of
the holy.

In all creation is praise of the holy manifest.
Beyond limit is praise of the holy,

And without end.

Higher than the highest is praise of the holy,
And greater than the greatest.

The holy alone have power to express praise
of the holy.

Saith Nanak: Between his saints and the
Lord no distance intervenes.’ P. 272
AT &1 HfoHT 8€ & AaiT il

A3T gafa 33T gfterata il

g &t @unr fag are 3 efai

AT &t @unr gat Fayfa il

AT &1 AT & a7at HI Il

AT &1 AaT AeT 84Tl

AT a1 AsT @9 3 €9t

AT &t AgT e 3 yat il
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AT &1 AgT AT gfs et
359 AT YF 3¢ & FEt il
Such is the edict of Guru Sahib that

even the Vedas do not know the greatness
and glory of holy men. Their glory is beyond
three attributes of Maya (Mammon) which
the Vedas make mention of.

‘The Simiritis and Shashtras discriminate

between good and evil but know not the

Real Essence.’ P. 920

I3 Ag & At

They do not know the Essence and

reflect over the three qualities of Maya. The
Vedas which deal with the three Mammonic
qualities do not know the greatness of the
holy man, the ‘Fourth Stage’ in which he
lives. Such is his greatness that to call him
a holy man or a saint is enough. Secondly,
according to Guru Sahib, there is no
difference between God and His saint, who
has tasted the spiritual relish and has
realized his self. Such great men have been
showing the path of goodness to the people
ever since the creation of the world.

‘Saith Kabir: Best it is to serve these two -
God’s devotee and God.
While God confers liberation, the devotee
contemplation of the Name inspires.”
P. 1373
Fulg A= 39 ©fF 98 8 Ag feg Ty I
IY F €I HAIT T AF AU= SH Il
The duty of the holy men is to make
men utter the Name. He, who makes others
utter the Name, himself meditates on the
Name, his exalted position is not for nothing.
Ask Sovereign Guru Nanak Sahib how high
is the status of the holy. Guru Sahib says -
‘Nanak, servant of God, seeks dust of the
feet of such a disciple (Gursikh)

As contemplating the holy Name, to it
inspires others.’ P. 306

A& 359 gfF Hat 37 grefry &t
7 wfu A weadaT a7 U= il

‘I am seeking the dust of the feet of
that Sikh of the Guru who himself meditates
on the Name Divine and makes others
meditate on it.

Today all the Gursikhs in the world are
celebrating the birthday of a holy man. It is
a public holiday. Even Governments have
realized his greatness. Sri Guru Granth Sahib
had given him an exalted status many
hundred years ago. It had rejected casteism
then. These people have woke up now. But
Guru Nanak Sahib had given the following
call immediately after his advent -

‘Nanak seeks the company of those who are
of low caste among the lowly, nay, rather
the lowest of the low. Why should he (he has
no desire to) rival the lofty?’ P. 15
atgr »efs atg A3 st g #i3 aig i

&g 13 a Afar e

s MG o al i

We have nothing to do with the high.
Water accumulates at low places. Does it
ever stop at mounds? Neither God’s love, nor
Divine enlightenment abide in the heart of
the proud. Where will it abide? Guru Sahib
says - “It will abide in the heart of the
lowest of the low. I abide in their heart and
with them.” So, Guru Nanak Sahib gave a
very high place to the lowly. He blew
casteism to smithereens.

In Sri Guru Granth Sahib occurs the
following edict about Saint Ravidas:

‘Ravidas, who daily used to carry dead
cattle, his worldliness discarded.” P. 487

dfeey g<3gr €9 alfg
f3fe fammait wifen i
Guru Sahib says that from the cobbler
caste that carried carcasses emerged a great
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holy man.

‘He became renowned in the company of
saints and obtained a sight of God.” P. 487

Ygarg I ATaRTaT IfT €aRs UTemT il
He had a manifest glimpse of God, who
is above form, outline and complexion. God,
of His own accord, assumed form and
afforded him (Saint Ravidas) His glimpse.
Guru Sahib describes his greatness thus -

‘Beyond the three qualities is the greatness
of the holy.’ P. 272

AT &t @unr 37 @i 3 efa i
His glory and greatness was above the
three attributes of Maya (Mammon). There
was no trace of Maya in him, neither
insentient, nor sentient.

Ravidas had built his hut at the
crossroads. In five to seven feet of space in
front, he set up his seat on a jute mat where
he mended the shoes of wayfarers. Behind
a curtain, he lived at the back. His parents
were dead. His wife was noble and virtuous
that nowhere in his ‘bani’ (compositions) has
he complained against or condemned her, or
called her she-cobra Maya. She was
completely absorbed in him and lived in his
will. She never complained about her
situation. Like a devoted wife she served
him willingly and cheerfully. Holy men
passed by him because the road led to the
Ganga. Their shoes got worn out due to the
long journey. Someone carried the shoes in
his hands, another just managed to walk.
When they saw the cobbler, they got their
shoes mended. He did not ask for any
remuneration - four annas or two annas -
for the work he did. He did not utter a word
from his mouth. He accepted whatever was
given to him. If holy men did give him some
money, he said, “No sir! give me the

opportunity to render service unto you.
Although it is my vocation, and I get my
living from it, yet how will I serve you if I
accept remuneration from you? It is God’s
doing that He has put me on this duty of
serving the holy.” A holy man went into
deep meditation and saw - ‘He is a very
great saint. He is living in obscurity and
does not let Maya come near his door, and
keeps her away, otherwise -

‘The nine treasures and eighteen miraculous

powers go after him, whoever keeps
enshrined the Lord within his mind.” P. 649

< fagt »raraT firgt fug sarwT feafa
# afg fuge mer Sfe

Maya runs after the holy men and
saints.

‘Maya, the she-serpent is holding the world
in her coils,
Gobbling up whosoever serves her.” P. 510

HfewmT et a19151 AdIfg dat BYeSTE |l
fer at A= 7 a9 fam at ag fefq yfeu

He, who performs her service or
worships her, him she ultimately devours.
But true holy men do not let Maya - neither
insentient, nor sentient - come near them.
They do not allow that Maya also to come
near them which creates ignorance or makes
them forget God. No kind of Maya is
permitted in their presence. Guru Sahib says
that Maya makes desperate entreaties to
them. This Maya has conquered both,
Heaven and this world, practitioners of
austerities as well as sidhas (divines). Guru
Sahib says -

‘Ever conquering, she has subdued all the

places and is clinging to the whole world.’
P. 499

Aifg Aifg 713 Af g7aT
AOT® I<& Bycdtll

It is clinging to places of worship. That

Atam Marg’ 7

July, 2016



is why, many are the fights and wrangles
that take place at religious places. That is
why holy men do not go there; they stop
visiting them when they learn that the Maya
is prominent and ruling and the managers
remove one another’s turbans, call names,
indulge in backbiting and slandering and are
bereft of Name-relish. Maya has conquered
all places, because she has clung there.

‘Saith Nanak: Away from God’s devotees she
flees -

Grasping their feet, their handmaid she
becomes.” P. 499

g9 339 Ag 3 gait Jfe
ga1 ga& arat i
She does not go near the man who
meditates on the Name and performs God’s
devotional worship. Him she serves as a
devoted servant -

‘To the divine or enlightened she acts as a
servant.

Them she serves with hands folded,
supplicating.’ P. 370

famat at dfe 93t e i

= A

&9 73 A<T a3 Waeh
She stands before them with folded
hands like an humble servant and makes
supplications to them that her services may
be used somewhere.
‘As be your command, shall I act.
Saith Nanak: She vows never to come close
to the God-directed.’ P. 370
7 3 aofd F &g an=T
MWW%FWII
She has no power over them, though
over the rest of the world she has complete
hold.

So, Saint Ravidas did not let Maya enter
his portal. A fourth of the money he got
normally, he used to keep for religious
purposes. How much was he earning, after

all? In cowrie-shells and paisas, he must not
be earning more than two to four annas
daily. He bought food provisions with this
money and served food to the holy. He
himself and his wife often went without
food. Observing this plight of Saint Ravidas,
the holy man gave him a stone called
philospher’s stone, which can transform eight
metals into gold. When some metal is
touched with it, it becomes gold. Such is the
quality of this stone. He wanted to give
something to Saint Ravidas. But he (Saint
Ravidas) said, “Sir! give me the opportunity
to serve you. You are a holy man; perhaps,
I may be liberated through your service.” The
holy man was perfect. He said, “Ravidas Ji!
give me your needle and scraper.” He took
out the philosopher’s stone and touched them
with it. They became yellow. He gave them
back to Saint Ravidas. When he tried to cut
leather with the scraper, it got bent because
gold is soft, while iron is hard. Ravidas Ji
said, “Revered holy man! what have you
done? These were the two things with which
I rendered service to the holy. Both have
been spoilt and rendered useless.” The holy
man said, “Ravidas Ji! by selling one you can
buy hundreds of scrapers. It has turned into
gold. This stone is called philosopher’s stone.
It is rare. It is either with the emperors, or
with exalted holy men. To these two, it
proves to be useful but not to a third one.
It is not recognizable and becomes hidden
and obscure. It is not found otherwise the
whole world will become rich. It appears to
serve the holy and to enable the kings to run
their administration. Kindly take it. Serve
food also to the holy men who come to you.
Build a good house and engage servants. You
yourself should practise Name meditation
and perform God’s devotional worship. I

July, 2016 72

‘Atam Marg’



have to go on pilgrimage. I will return after
a year. During this period, make use of it.
When I return, I shall take it back from
you.” Saint Ravidas remained busy in
mending shoes. The holy man asked, “Where
should I put the philosopher’s stone?”
Ravidas Ji said, “Put it anywhere in the
shed.” The holy man wrapped it in a rag and
making a hole in the shed placed it there
and covered it with grass. Then he went
away. When he returned after a year, he
hoped to see big temples in place of the hut,
a huge ashram (shelter), attendants, disciples,
free and all
arrangements of accommodation. But what
did he see? The old hut in a worse condition
than before. Fresh grass had not been put on
the roof in the whole year. He was surprised
and wondered - “What could have possibly
happened? Perhaps, he may have lost the
phisolopher’s stone.” He came and asked,
“Ravidas Ji! I had left the phosopher’s stone
with you. You have not made use of it.”
Ravidas Ji said, “It is of no use to me. What
do we need? Whatever is coming to us
according to our destiny, we are taking. A
part of it we spend in rendering service. We
are very happy with our lot.”

community kitchens,

Guru Sahib says, “If one acquires too
much wealth, so much indeed that it is
inestimable, it can come in the way of Name
meditation. If involved in wealth, man
forgets God’s Name, then it is worthless like
a cowrie-shell.” Such is Guru Sahib’s
warning with reference to Maya and the
Name Divine.

‘Palaces with pearls erected, with gems
embellished;

With musk, saffron, agar and sandalwood
paste plastered, a sheer joy to the heart.
Lest in these delights involved I forget Thee,

Thy Name from the mind effaced.”  P. 14

"3t 3 Hea €nrefa g3a1 3 JfT AFE I

aragfo da warfa defs sy m< a6 |l

HZ efd g&T Tlrd 397 fofg & wd 5761

Man can never make such a big

acquisition that he may build a palace of
pearls and gems in place of bricks and live
therein. Guru Sahib says that if, by looking
at such a palace, he forgets God, then it is
of no use; it is worthless, because no worldly
object can equal God’s Name. What is there
in the world of sensual pleasures? Guru
Sahib says that they are mere
embellishments, hollow, tasteless and
lifeless. These things can not provide thrill
and elation in life, because they are
themselves insentient and inanimate.

‘Were the ground with rubies studded,

With a bedstead spread with gems inlaid;

Couched in it a female of surpassing beauty,

Her face with jewels decked, in dalliance

engaged -

Lest in these pleasures involved I forget

Thee,

Thy Name from my mind effaced.

Were I to be a siddha (divine), master of

accomplishment, calling forth miracles.’
Pp. 14

g3t F 719 3% A331 ysTw 8% 7376 |l

Haet yfy wet A ad dfar unr& i
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People’s praise has no meaning. Instead,

if man gets half a loaf, he can at least
satisfy his hunger. Secondly, as many are
the applauders, so many, an equal number,
are the slanderers. God keeps a balance. It
is never like this that a man may come to
be praised by the whole world. Public
adulation is a bad thing. Always follow the
path of truth, whether people call you good
or bad.

So, Guru Sahib says, “Man may acquire
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any number of powers. People may have
faith in him. But if by acquiring these
powers, he forgets God, then these things are
worthless as compared with the Name.”
Then there is political power. We are mad
after it. We deceive one another. We become
degraded and decline in morals. We remain
ever forgetful of God. Involved in ‘rajogun’
(passion and energy) and ‘tamogun’ (sloth,
darker urges), our life passes. Guru Sahib
says - ‘Of what value is it?’

‘Were 1 to be a monarch, gathering vast
hordes,

On a throne setting my foot,

My writ running far and wide -

Nanak! all is void

Lest dazzled by such splendour I forget
Thee.

Thy Name from my mind effaced.’
8IS I HIS BAaT Fufg a4 y€ Il
g9y THS Jd1 §o7 57597 AT TE Ul

HZ efy g&T SInd 397 fofg & we 58 Il

The heart-lotus which has become
inverted, it does not have the power to put
aright. This is done by the Name Divine -

P. 14

‘The lotus of the mind turned upwards, with
amrita (nectar) shall be filled.
And the mind from wandering shall cease.’

Ot ) Shor P. 1291
aHg
%guaa%g%u

The heart-lotus is filled with Nectar and
becomes poised in the Name. Guru Sahib
says, “Don’t forget the Name Divine. God’s
Name is the most precious thing.” So, on one
hand is Maya (material wealth), while on
the other hand, is God’s Name. Guru Sahib
says, “Nothing in the world can equal the
worth of the Name.”

So, Saint Ravidas Ji said, “Revered holy
man! I don’t need this philosopher’s stone.
He who needs it can have it. He can gather

heaps of wealth. But, my dear, in me there
is neither any hunger for wealth, nor do I
need it.” He asked, “Where is the
philosopher’s stone?” Ravidas Ji said, “Take
it from where you left it. I haven’t even seen
it.” So, the holy man found it from the place,
where he had placed it. Guru Sahib says that
he who carried carcasses, renounced it.

Kabir Sahib had a very rich disciple.
He was a Pathan. He felt a little proud of
his wealth. Kabir Sahib said to him, “Khan
Sahib! do you know Ravidas Ji?” He said,
“Yes sir.” “Have you seen him?” He replied,
“Sir, I have seen you. I have no desire to
see any other holy man.” Kabir Sahib said,
“No; he is our ‘Gurbhabi’ (fellow disciple).
Go and have a glimpse of him. There is a
tradition regarding holy men. He who goes
empty-handed to them, returns empty-
handed. He who takes some offering to
them with faith and devotion comes back
with some gift or the other. They don’t need
anything. They see only the devotee’s love
and devotion. They also come to know, if the
man coming to them is sincere and honest in
his feeling or not. They know it, if he is
cheating.”

So, he (the Pathan) took out his family
diamond which he seldom did. He said to
himself, “He (Ravidas Ji) is the fellow-
disciple of my Guru. I should make an
offering to him, so that he may know that
Kabir Sahib’s followers are rich folk. He put
the small diamond box in his pocket, and
reaching there he paid obeisance to Saint
Ravidas Ji and said, “Sir! Kabir Sahib has
sent me to have a glimpse of you.” He took
the diamond out of the box and put it on the
palm of his hand. He said, “Please accept
it.” But Ravidas Ji kept mending the shoes
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and did not pay attention to him. He raised
his eyes a little, and then again became busy
in his work. He said, “Well! Kabir Sahib has
sent you.” He started asking about his well-
being. The Pathan again said, “Sir, I have
brought an offering for you because my guru
(holy preceptor) says - ‘Man should not go
to the holy empty-handed. He who goes
empty-handed returns empty-handed.” So,
this small offering is our family diamond
which is very precious. It is worth thousands
of rupees. It is not to be had by every Tom
Dick and Harry, nor is it available at
ordinary shops. I have brought this offering
for you. Kindly accept it.” Ravidas Ji once
again did not give any response.

The Pathan repeated it for the third
time. Ravidas Ji held the diamond in his
hand. The Pathan said, “Sir, keep it carefully
lest somebody should steal it.” Ravidas Ji
put it at the place where leather was lying.
The Pathan was apprehensive that Ravidas
Ji would forget about it and somebody would
take it away. He again said, “Sir, this
diamond is very precious. It is not meant to
be kept so casually. Kindly keep it in a safe
place. In time of need, you will be able to
sell it and use it. You will be able to build
your house. Besides, various other tasks will
get accomplished. Kindly don’t keep it in this
manner.” Ravidas Ji said, “My dear, from
your side it has come to us. We have taken
it. Now, why are you telling us what we
should do with it? It will be taken care of
automatically.” Ravidas Ji collected the small
pieces of leather, held the diamond also in
his hand and threw them in the small pit
where he used to throw leather splinters all
the day long.

Now this thought obsessed the Pathan

that the diamond was lost for sure. He
thought, “I have given it in vain. What kind
of persons are these holy men? I am telling
him that the diamond is very precious, but
he is unconcerned. What a pitiable state he
is living in! His hut is in shambles. His
clothes too are not beautiful. I am telling
him that it is very precious. You can build a
house or do any other thing, but he has
thrown it in the pit.” He was disappointed
and heart-broken. His disappointment was
reflected on his face. With sadness and
disappointment writ large on his face, he
went to Kabir Sahib. Kabir Sahib said,
“Khan Sahib, have you come back after
meeting Ravidas Ji?” He replied in the
affirmative. Kabir Sahib said, “But after
meeting a holy man, one’s heart is filled
with joy and bloom. Man’s heart is excited
and euphoric because he has established link
with a new life. There is a current of life
flowing in the holy. There is a breath of life
in their sight, speech and touch. Why are
you sad after meeting the holy man?
Secondly, it is by great good fortune that one
gets a glimpse of the holy. You should be
rather happy.” He said, “Sir! joy for what?
I had thought that he would be like you.”
Kabir Sahib said, “What happened?” He
said, “He is nothing. I had carried a
diamond worth thousands of rupees which
had been kept very carefully. When I gave
it to him, he threw it with the leather
splinters into a pit. When the place is
cleaned tomorrow, the diamond is bound to
be thrown outside, and it will go into the
hands of someone else.” Kabir Sahib said,
“Well! you have given it to him. He may do
to it whatever he likes.” At this the Pathan
said, “It should have been used for some
good work.” This is because, after giving
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charity, we say, “The money donated by me
should be used at this place, so that I may
continue telling the people about it. I have
spent money here, I have spent there.” Guru
Sahib says -

‘Whosoever, while going on pilgrimage,

fasting and giving alms, takes pride in his

mind, Nanak, these deeds of his go in vain

like the bathing of an elephant.”  P. 1428
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He said, “Sir! I wished that with the

diamond many houses of Ravidas should
have come to be built. Rather, after meeting
the holy man, Saint Ravidas, my worry has
increased instead of decreasing.” At this
Kabir Sahib said, “Khan Sahib, it is not too
late to mend. You have just come from him.
Let us go and bring back the diamond.” The
two went to Saint Ravidas Ji. When Ravidas
Ji saw Kabir Sahib coming, he got up to
receive him. They embraced each other with
love and affection. When fellow-disciples
meet, they do so affectionately. Ravidas Ji
said, “It is my good fortune that you have
yourself come to afford your glimpse to me.
You should have sent a message; I would
have come myself.” Kabir Sahib said, “I was
free from work and weaving cloth. I thought
of meeting you. This Khan Sahib had come
to you.”

He said, “Yes, he had.”

Kabir Sahib said, “He had offered a
diamond?”

Ravidas Ji said, “Yes, he had.”

Kabir Sahib said, “He had told you also
that it is very precious.”

Ravidas ji knew the tone and manner in
which Kabir Sahib was talking. He knew

that he wanted to teach the young man a
lesson.

He said, “Yes sir; he had told me about
it.”
Kabir Sahib said, “Then?”

Now the mental state of the holy is very
high. There is similarity in their thinking.

‘One that the Lord’s command in mind
cherishes,

Is truly to be called ‘Jivan-mukta’ (liberated
while living).

To such a one are joy and sorrow alike;
Ever in joy, never feels he sorrow.

Gold and a clod of earth to him are alike,
As also amrita (nectar) and foul-tasting
poison.

To him are honour and dishonor alike;

Alike also pauper and prince.

One that such a way practises, Saith Nanak,
a ‘[ivan-mukta’ (liberated while living) may
be called.’ P. 275
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So, in this way, in front of Ravidas Ji

was sitting Kabir Sahib. He said, “Ravidas
Ji! if you don’t need the diamond, give it
back to Khan Sahib. Where have you placed
it?” Ravidas Ji said, “I haven’t put it
anywhere. Look for it in the garbage I had
thrown in this pit.” Khan Sahib removed the
leather splinters from the pit. What did he
see beneath? Ravidas Ji said, “Take it out.”
When Khan Sahib took out his hand, his
hand was full. He was wonderstruck, “My
diamond was a small piece. Here are lying
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far bigger diamonds.” He felt ashamed of
himself. Ravidas Ji said, “Khan Sahib! you
can take your diamond. Recognize which one
is yours. My dear! we have this Name-
diamond. Abandoning it should we start
loving the material one?

‘Forsaking the jewel-like God, they who pin

their hope on another;

Those persons shall go to hell.
Verily says Ravidas.’

gfg i glar 15 & a9l »& at HH il
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Khan Sahib! what for do we need this
glass? In our eyes, it is nothing. Take back
your diamond.”

So, Guru Sahib says that Ravidas Ji had
renounced Maya completely.

P. 1379

‘Ravidas, who daily used to carry dead
cattle, his worldliness discarded.

He became renowned in the company of
saints and obtained a sight of God.” P. 487

dfeey g<3T €9 aifg 3fa f3uwmart wifew
ygare 34 AraRfor afg eans ytfenT il
A holy man does not remain hidden

from the eyes of the people. How long can
a Divine Name practitioner hide himself? Big
and exalted ‘pirs” (Muslim holy men) started
serving at brothels, so that they might remain
hidden from the public gaze. But Guru
Sahib says -

‘Day and night the devotee the Lord

contemplates:

The merit of God’s devotee is manifested;
nothing can conceal it.” P. 265

WS YJag A afd afg A Il
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A holy man got his shoes mended from
Ravidas Ji. He gave him a ‘kasira’ (which is
called ‘dhela’ - %> paisa also) as the
remuneration. Ravidas Ji returned it to him
and said, “Holy man! you are not to give any

money.” He said, “O saint! if it is less, I can
give you more.” Ravidas Ji said, “It is not a
question of less or more. Kindly keep it with
yourself. Where are you going?” The holy
man said, “We are going to bathe in the
Ganges.” It was close-by because Ravidas Ji
lived quite near on the bank of the Ganges.
He said, “Then do like this. Offer this coin
to the Ganga on my behalf. But give it only
when the Ganga receives it by putting her
hand out. Don’t throw it into the water
casually.” At this the holy man said, “Is this
possible? Can such a thing ever happen? I
have not heard it till today that the Ganga
ever accepted an offering by putting her
hand out of water.” He was an old-Brahmin
who had come from Chittorgarh. He said,
“Ravidas Ji! if the Ganga does not accept the
offering by putting her hand out, then what?”
Ravidas Ji said, “Then bring it back.”

The Brahmin took the coin with him.
When the festival began, people made
offerings of various things - sweets, fruit,
vegetables etc. - by throwing them in the
water. He also stood there; he was the head
of his group and was quite well-known. He
called out to the Ganga. Everybody was
surprised. He said, “O Mother Ganga! this
‘dhela’ (Y2 paisa) has been given to me by a
devotee [He made mention of his caste also]
to be offered to you but on the condition that
you should put your hand out to receive it.”
Everybody started looking towards the
surface of water. They were wonderstruck,
when a hand upto elbow came out of water.
At the same time, a voice also came. Coming
near, she said, “Give it to me.” After
accepting the coin, she said, “Just wait.” Her
hand came out again holding a very precious
bracelet inlaid with pearls, jewels and
diamonds. She said, “Give it to the saint as
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an offering from me.” He was amazed at
this relationship between the devotee and
the Ganga, and said, “Never before have I
seen such a thing.” Bhai Gurdas Ji writes -

‘In all the four directions, did (Ravidas) the

cobbler become known as a saint.”
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17

FIAIF FATF Alar Sepn
gd gat € fefa gfider|
People in all the four directions called
Ravidas, who did leather-work, a saint.
‘Mended he shoes on the roadside and carried

carcases too, which was the vocation of his
caste.” Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17

yreT e arg fefe
BT gon €fE €7 AHeTI
He did two things; one, he mended
shoes, and secondly, he carried carcases and
managed to dispose them of, such as
skinning and finishing. He did not give up
the vocation of his caste.
‘(Through God’s worship) he had become a
diamond wrapped in a dirty rag.’
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17
fr€ afs A8 ez
glaT B'E WHB UBeT
By Name meditation and God’s
worship, he had become an invaluable
diamond worth crores wrapped in a dirty rag.
Nobody noticed him as such.
‘Discoursed he to all the four castes,
disseminating Divine knowledge and
showing the path of God’s worship.’
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17
9d T95T Querer
farrs fans afa garg AdeT|
He talked about Divine knowledge and
lofty spiritual matters.
‘To Banaras came a big group of pilgrims to

bathe in the Ganga on a festival.’
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17

grefe mfen far fs
FT&TIR Jf diar g2t

When a group of pilgrims came to
Banaras to bathe in the Ganga on a festive
occasion, it included a holy man.

‘Taking out Ravidasa’s coin, the holy man
gave it to Ganga on the day of festival.

Thus did people witness a strange miracle.’
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17
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Thousands of people were assembled

there, when he was calling out again and
again, “O Mother Ganga! take this coin by
putting your hand out of water. Saint
Ravidas has sent it for you.”

‘Putting her hand out, Ganga accepted the
coin,
As if they (Ganga and Ravidas) were warp
and woof of one fabric.”

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17

Bfem griar afg afe
5T feg A€ e e
It appeared as if there was a close
kinship between Ganga and Ravidas. They
were like warp and woof of one texture.
Seeing Ravidas as a saint of such an
indistinguishable state from God, she
accepted the coin by putting her hand out of
water.

‘God is mother and father of the saints.’
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/17

a1z AT Ifd W UG gevii
There is a close relationship between
God and His saints as there is between a
mother and her son.

The holy man was very happy. He did
not go to Ravidas Ji but set out straight
towards Chittorgarh. He said, “He (Ravidas)
has given only a half-paisa coin. How can I
given him the bracelet worth lakhs of
rupees? What is he to do with it? If I give
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him, he will put it in the shoes, while I will
make use of it.” So he turned dishonest.
Serpent Maya stung him.

When he returned home, he said to his
wife, “Should we sell it?” She said, “We are
not to sell it. I shall put it on.” He said, “If
you put it on, we shall be caught and asked
wherefrom we have got it. I shall sell it
secretly.” She said, “It is very valuable. So,
we shall be caught even then.” He said,
“Then let me offer it to the king. He will
himself give us a reward for it. I will
explain everything to him.” He took the
bracelet to the King of Chittorgarh and said,
“Your majesty! I had gone to bathe in the
Ganga. Saint Ravidas gave me a kaseera (2
paisa coin) for offering it to Ganga. I offered
it to her and she gave me this bracelet in
return. She has shown great kindness to
me.” He skipped over that part of the story
that he was supposed to give the bracelet to
Ravidas Ji, and that he had turned dishonest
on the way. He said, “This bracelet is fit for
you. You should keep it. To me you may give
whatever reward you like.” The king was
very much pleased and showed it to his
queen. She said, “It is very precious, I do not
know whether he (Brahmin) is speaking the
truth or telling a lie. I want another bracelet
like it.” He was summoned and thus was in
a soup. The king said to him, “You have
stolen it from somewhere.” He swore that
Mother Ganga had given it to him, but in
vain. The king said, “Well! if Mother Ganga
has given it to you and you have such
intimacy with her, then, go and bring another
bracelet like it.” So, he was in a fix -
wherefrom to bring another? Thereafter, the
king said to him, “I shall punish you with
death. You have cheated someone. Go and
bring another bracelet like it.”

The Brahmin said, “Give me one month
time.” After getting respite for a month, he
came to Saint Ravidas Ji and fell at his feet
and said, “O saint! I, a dishonest man, have
come into your refuge. You gave me a V2
paisa coin to be offered to Ganga and she
in return gave a precious bracelet for you. I
acted dishonestly and did not give the
bracelet to you. I gave it to the King of
Chittorgarh. Now his queen is after me to
bring another bracelet like the first one.
Now it is not within my power to bring
another bracelet. Be merciful to me. My life
is in danger. Please save me. We always
make mistakes. We are bereft of faith and
devotion. We are ignorant of the greatness
and glory of holy men. Kindly show mercy
to me.”

When he made many requests, Ravidas
Ji asked him to put his hand into the little
trough of water in which he kept leather for
softening, so that it might be easier to stitch.
When he did so after removing its stone
cover, he was amazed to see many bracelets,
each more beautiful and precious than the
other. Ravidas Ji asked him, “How many do
you want?” He said, “I need only one.”

So, taking the bracelet from Ravidas Ji,
he gave it to the queen. She said to him,
“Tell me truly wherefrom you have brought
it.” He said, “Maharani Sahiba! what for
should I tell a lie? In Kashi has emerged a
saint of God, though he is of low caste. He
is a cobbler. People practise untouchability
and so do not go near him.” He narrated the
entire incident to her.

(... to be continued)
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JAPU JI SAHIB
Treasure Eternal

(Continued from P. 85, issue June, 2016)

So the path remains the same which has
been committed, which you are doing, and
which you will continue doing as long as
there is egoism in you. Whether you do
virtuous deeds, or you commit sins, they
won’t end with their doing. Their record will
become etched in your mind in the form of
proclivities and habits. He, whose mind is
filled with sins, his temperament will
become inclined towards committing sins.
Man’s innermost consciousness is like a
piece of land in which deeds are sown like
seeds which grow into a tree bearing the
fruit of bad temper, evil desires, joys and
sorrows. Guru Sahib further says that these
deeds leave their marks not only on the
body which will get erased with the
effacement of the body, but indelibly etched
on the soul, man will carry them along with
him whether he goes to paradise or to
another birth in this world. But he must
understand it clearly that he himself is
responsible for his deeds.

Now another question arises: ‘Is deed or
action demarcated in the earlier nineteen
stanzas. What is stated in stanza XIX is
reiterated in stanza XXI:

HfEnr Mfesmr Hfs a13r €@ i
w3gafs 3tafg Hvfs a8 i
groraT \f7ar AfT Ftar 913 Ul
gawta s afer 913 1

Prof. Beant Singh
Mobile - 93160 56182

Suni-aa mani-aa man keetaa bhaa-o.
Antargat tirath mal naa-o.

‘Lasting honour comes by listening, believing
and imbibing holy teaching,
And washing off sins by heart’s pilgrim
center bathing.’ (5.G.G.S., P.4 Jap Ji)
But here Guru Sahib gives another
caution: ‘O man! sin and virtue, or sinner
and virtuous are not merely empty words.
These are your own deeds which you have
itself the bestower of fruit upon the doer?’
Guru Sahib is of the opinion that it is not
so. He says: ‘Although the seeds sown are
yours and their fruit are yours , yet you will
receive them only under the command and
will of the Lord Creator. Their fruit - birth
and death, joys and sorrows etc. - will fall
to your share only under God’s command.’
Here, what Guru Sahib wishes to convey is:
‘O man! don’t despair that your deeds will
themselves continue to belabour you ,
thinking that they are the bestower of fruit.
Harbour love and devotion for Him who is
the great giver of all fruit of man’s deeds.
Imbibe love for Him and His Name in your
heart. As the store of Name meditation
increases within you, so will the sins get
burnt. Finally, sinful proclivities will be
totally annulled; your
consciousness will be made pure and dyed
in God’s love; it will gain union with Him.
In this manner, by attaining to the True and
Eternal, you will yourself become truthful.
The Master of Divine Ordinance and Will is

innermost
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the bestower of the fruit of man’s deeds. He
is an embodiment of grace and mercy. He
gives a ray of hope to despondent hearts.
Deeds are there but they aren’t inviolable;
they aren’t independent bestower of fruit.
The Lord Creator s Ordinance is both the
assayer and effacer of deeds.

Stanza XXI
Introduction:

In the scriptures and among common
folk, bathing at pilgrim centres, practising
penances, giving charity, performing religious
rituals etc. have been regarded as the means
of getting rid of sins. Therefore, it seems
that this question may have been posed to
Guru Sahib: ‘Do these deeds and rituals not
wash off sins from within man?’ This
question is answered in stanza XXI.

3tgg 3y e @3 @5 |
A& ye 35 a Hg |l
diey ag agar ag arg |
& @t grd faer 7T AT
‘Tirath tap daya datt dan.

Je ko pavai til ka mann.

Word meanings:

tirath: bathing at pilgrim centers; tap:
penances and austerities; daya: pity, mercy;
datt dan: giving charity; je ko pavai: if one

receives; til ka mann : momentary respect
or glory.
Explanation:

In India, there are about 1100

acknowledged pilgrim centers. Sixty eight
pilgrim centers are chief among them.
According to Hinduism, if someone visits
these sixty-eight centers and bathes there, he
is liberated or is freed from the cycle of

birth and death; he gains salvation. Similarly,
in Hinduism, practice of penances and
charity are regarded as the means of
achieving salvation. Guru Nanak Dev Ji
regards them only as virtues which should
be present in a good man. Guru Sahib does
not regard them as the means of achieving
liberation without practising Divine Name
meditation. No fruit accrues from these
virtues. These have no worth and importance
at the Divine Portal without Divine Name
contemplation. However, in this world, the
possessor of these virtues will get some
momentary respect and recognition.

gfsnmr Wfenr Hfs alzr 7€ U
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Suniya manniya man kita bhao;
Antar-gat tirath mal nhao.

Word meanings:

suniya: the man who has heard the
Divine Name; manniya: he who after hearing
the Name believes in it and becomes devoted
to it, i.e. starts loving God’s Name; antar-
gat: the pilgrim centre within man’s self;
mal-nhao: bathes by scrubbing the body well.

Explanation:

He who has aligned his mind with
God’s Name, whose heart is absorbed in it
and who has imbibed love for God, he has,
in a way, bathed well at the pilgrim centre
within his self. That is, by aligning with
God, he has washed his heart clean by
removing all impurities. So, by listening to
the Name, by believing in it and imbibing
love and devotion for Lord God, man bathes
at the inner pilgrim centre in the self.
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Sabh gun tere main nahin koe,
Vin gun kite bhagati na hoe.
Swast ath bani Bra(h)mao,
Satt suhan sada mann chao.

Word meanings:

sabh: all; gun: virtues; main nahin koe: 1
have no merit, I am nobody; vin gun kite:
without instilling virtues in me, that is, if
God does not instil virtues in me; bhagati:
God’s worship; swast ath: May you be ever
victorious; may you be eternal; Bra(h)mao:
Brahmin; satt: ever; suhan: beautiful;, mann
chao: bloom in the heart.

Explanation:

O Lord! all virtues belong to you. I have
none. Unless you instil your virtues in me, I
cannot engage in your worship. I have no
ability to sing of your virtues. All greatness
and glory belongs to you. Hail to Thee, O
Lord! Like a Brahmin receiving gifts, I am
thankful to you and offer benedictions. You
are ever handsome and glorious and your
heart is ever in bloom. You have created the
world. You alone know when you wrought
the creation.

Commentary on the first eight verses of the
stanza:

In the first stanza, Guru Sahib had told
us that acts like ablutions etc. cannot purify
the mind and make one pure and true. In

stanza VI, Guru Sahib had told us that by
bathing at pilgrim centers, one cannot win
God’s love. We cannot endear ourselves to
the Lord through acts of ritual purification.
We can endear ourselves to Him by
remembering Him and never becoming
oblivious of His pervasive presence all over
the universe. In the present stanza, Guru
Sahib tells us that by bathing at pilgrim
centers, we can gain honour and distinction
only in a very small measure, but these acts
of ritual purification do not remove mind’s
impurity. By ‘hearing’ the Name, by
‘believing in the Name’ and ‘by reciting the
Name with love and devotion’, mind’s
impurity and pollution of intellect are
removed:

goufy sy &5 ferss
TEra ATy arg Fg
Gurmukh naam daan isnaan.
‘By the Guru’s (Master’s) guidance are
attained devotion to the Name, engaging in
charity and holy bathing.’
(5.G.G.S., P. 942)
By uttering this verse, Guru Sahib has
told us that ‘engaging in charity and holy
bathing’ are right and proper deeds, but if
they are accompanied by Name meditation,
they can afford joy and peace. But without
Name meditation, they neither annul egoism,
nor afford spiritual joy. Such is the Guru’s
edict:
3lgg 93 &4 aFafa E€fenrar i
A3 A3 HAW Igfa famrst |
TH &H fag a8 gy uehi
fgs Af3GIT 0 & ATENT |
e T A7 FAE ITEHAT
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Tirath varat naym karahi udi-aanaa.
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Jat sat sanjam katheh gi-aanaa.
Raam naam bin ki-o sukh paa-ee-ai
Bin satgur bharam na jaa-i-aa.

‘One may frequent bathing-spots,

observe fasts and vows, and live in wild

places;

Observe celibacy, continence and self-

restraint, and expound scriptural knowledge:

Yet without devotion to the Name is not

obtained joy;

Without guidance of the holy Preceptor is

illusion not shed.’ (5.G.G.S., P. 1043)

Bathing is comforting for a Divine

Name practitioner because when the body is
clean and healthy, man engages in Name
meditation better. Alms-giving is joy- giving
for him because by doing so, the Giver
starts appearing more loveable than His gift.
This is because by giving charity he feels
that he is doing so in obedience to God’s
command:-

fagfs feafs afs gaw &t
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Kirati Virati Kari Dharam Dee

Hathahu Day Kai Bhalaa Manaavai.

‘By giving charity from their honest earnings,
they (Gurmukhs) feel blessed and wish well
to others.’ (Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 6/12)
By giving charity the Name practitioner
cultivates a practical attitude in which he
learns how to give up egoism. By giving
charity, selfishness decreases, which is the
practical aspect of egoism. If Name
meditation is continuing, and at the same
time egoism is getting annulled then, as per
Saint Namdev’s edict -

Man mayro gaj jihbaa mayree kaatee.
Map map kaata-o jam kee faasee.

‘My mind is the yardstick, my tongue the

scissors;

In measures am 1 cutting off Yama’'s

(Death’s) noose.” (5.G.G.S., P. 485)

Charity and holy bathing are like the

liquid drunk after taking the (Name)
medicine. But if the ego-annulling Name-
scissors is not working simultaneously, then
Name- bereft charity and holy bathing are
ego-feeding and ego- whetting deeds which
yield only a little honour and recognition.
The following Gurbani edicts confirm this
opinion:

3o a1 & €397 HF I

JIH GIH Afs I8H S5 I

dieer A1 T IWT AT

#H A Ay &38 B |l

Tirath naa-ay na utras mail.
Karam Dharam sabh ha-umai fail.

‘By bathing at holy spots is not washed off
impurity;
Ritual deeds all are tricks of egoism.”
(5.G.G.S., P.890)
Death’s noose of egoism is severed by
meditating on the Name Divine. Another
edict says:
stafag aex A€ 3tgg av T U
3tgg mAge Ftgrg wisfg famrs T I
ag famrg AaT g5 3lgg €F yIg Aer
THTJIITI
g€ &y gfg ar ARer Ag€ €T
gaztgar I
dRrr AmEor 913 dey g & |l
Ay @eeg dtems gare frarg &
IT FraTT AT 47 ARy T g AaT
QATERT I

yg

M& HF aF fagsr Hat a3t i 83 71§ EY ¥T ¥ST 9193 3§ 9H

Hfy vfy 28 mH &t eHAt Il aTuteRT I

AT A% 719 fa@ar 2 & Tirath naavan jaa-o tirath naam hai.

Aty Afr #123 T7 It EEHT Tirath sabad beechaar antar gi-aan hai.
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Gur gi-aan saachaa thaan tirath das purab

sadaa dasaahraa.

Ha-o naam har kaa sadaa jaacha-o dayh

parabh dharnee dharaa.

‘What good my going off to bathe at holy

spots? The Name Divine is the true holy

spot.

The true holy spot is also contemplation of

the holy Word and enlightenment within.

The enlightenment granted by the Master is

the true bathing spot.

The ten holy baths {The ten days that are

considered particularly holy for bathing at

sacred spots.} and the sacred tenth of the

bright half of Jeth. [The day the holy Ganga

is believed to have descended to the earth.

‘Dasahra also means the Ganga, annuller of

the ten sins.]

The Name Divine I ever beg - Lord,

Holder of the earth! this to me grant.’

(5.G.G.S., P.687)
Approaching this point, moved by his

humility and absence of egoism, Guru Sahib
spontaneously goes into a prayerful mode and
says: “O Lord Creator! Thou art the master of
all virtues, but 1 have none. Without imbibing
them, I cannot engage in Thy worship. Bestow
on me the virtues of hearing, believing and
contemplating Thy Name, so that I may utter
Thy salutations and sing Thy laudations. I am
standing at Thy Portal like a supplicating
Brahmin seeking the boon of virtues. Bestow
them on me and receive my salutations -
‘Thou art an embodiment of Truth and Beauty.
Thou art eternal, sentient and bliss in Thy
sentience.” “Guru Sahib has made a similar
prayer in Prabhati Rag (musical measure)
also:

FI3T I HIT AAHS I

fea efgsr g€ 3 ufg W€

efag nrysT 54 I

FeAr AT THATT

§% gf@ur &3 & ufe ars

afe gmaur F19 Il

‘Lord Creator! Thou art the Master of

sacrifice, my Alms-giver.

From Thee one boon I seek - devotion to Thy

Name grant to me.” (5.G.G.S., P.1329)

The idea is: ‘I don’t have the capacity to

cultivate virtues in me. Thou art the Master
of virtues. From Thy treasure, bestow boons
on me, so that like a Brahmin priest, I may
invoke blessings on Thee; Thou may continue
bestowing boons and 1 may continue offering
Thee salutations.” In Asa Rag (musical
measure) also, Guru Sahib offers salutations
to the Lord:

3r dae9t AuAf3 3F 3R elgs w3di
fag werd gaafa fag fag d=mr s
Tis johaaree su-asat tis tis deebaan abhag.

‘To Him is my obeisance and unto him is my
salutation whose court is eternal.’

(5.G.G.S., P.467)

Stanza XXI Contd.

Introduction:

Guru Nanak’s mind is a master of
mystical experience. He is a philosopher also.
He has a supremely pure and exalted poetic
mind. He is both an enjoyer and a mystic.
Therefore, he sees God as an embodiment of
beauty. In the visible beauty, his exalted
poetic mind sees the light of God’s invisible
beauty. One naturally falls in love with
beauty and is attracted towards it. Beauty is
a source of joy -‘Beauty is the mark of the
realm of spiritual endeavour.” God’s song of
praise is for His beauty. Beauty leads us into
a state of rapture and ecstasy which in turn
makes us merge in the wondrous form of the
Lord.

So it appears that while describing the
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beauteous form of God in laudatory verse,
his sensitive, devoted and ecstatic mind,
experiencing and enjoying the Lord’s
handsomeness and grace, has become
absorbed in the lotus feet of His refuge.
Rising from that state of absorption in God,
the Transcendent One, when his glance fell
upon the visible creation, then the question
arose: ‘When did these beautiful things get
created?” None other than the Lord God, the
handsomest of the handsome, the sole
Creator knows This. This finds expression
in the coming verses of the stanza which
contain a hint of God’s omniscience, our
inability to attain to Him and finally, after
getting rid of egoism, our becoming devoted
to the wondrous Lord by singing His
laudations.

ST H I TYI a<T e fafs I=T

g

Jefs 7 g3t g a=s faz dnm wiag Il

FIU g e @G FAY FAO AfT FaAU

ars |

Fafor A It A1 FAU (Gg AT ATFF

Kavan su vela wakhat kavan Kavan thit,

kavan var.
Kavan si rutti, mah kavan, Jit hoa akar?

Word meanings:

kavan: what or which; vela/wakhat:
time; Thit: lunar date; var: day; rutti:
season; mah: month; jit: when; hoa akar:
the visible world was created.

Explanation:

What was the time, day and lunar date
when the visible world came to be created?
Which was the season and month when God
wrought this creation?

B & yEhir usa?#raemruavsl/
THI & YfeG Feinr BY FI=I

Y

fafs @9 & #at A& gf3 H'g &7 JE Ul
AT J937 fAgst a8 AA W A& AEl N
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FIAT

RIfeT &% AT SRt ATt ST ATE AT FE

AT FYAT RSt FF A ard ot @ 0

Vel na paiy panditin je hovai lekh purana.
Wakhat na paiya kadian je likhan lekh
Koran.

Thitt var na jogi janai rutt mah no koi.

Ja karta sirthi ko saje Ape janai soi.

Word meanings:

vela: time; mna paiya: could not be
found; panditin: Brahmin priest; Je: if;
hovai lekh purana: recorded in the Hindu
scriptures like the Puranas; paiyo: found;
kadian: Kazis, Muslim clerics; likhan lekh
koran: would have been recorded in Koran,
the holy book of the Muslims; yogi: Yogi (a
name of Hindu sect); ja karta: He who has
created the world; Ape janai soi: He Himself
knows when He created the world.

Explanation:

If the Brahmins (Hindu priests) had
found the time and date of the creation of
the world, they would have recorded it in
scriptures like the Puranas. If the Kazis
(Muslim clerics) had found it, it would have
found mention in their holy books like the
Koran. The yogi too does not know anything
about the time and date of the creation of
the universe. Only God, who has created the
universe, knows when the world was
created. None else knows. It continues to be

a mystery.

(... to be continued)
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