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VISHAV GURMAT ROOHANI MISSION
CHARITABLE TRUST
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Kharar, Distt. S.A.S Nagar (MOHALI) - 140901, Pb. India
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SUBSCRIPTION - e - (8H)
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35 : 001-604-433-0408
et yeHHs fiw Ay - Hafes 001-7788389135
el I9AH fRw IR - AETEsS @ 001-604-862-9525
35 : 001-604-599-5000
el Ardle fiw I @5 : 001-604-589-9189
fEads - it gogum 9 w3 st mas9 fitw Hat

35 : 0044-121-200-2818 @aH : 0044-121-200-2879,
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* g9 dfde fAw fefewr ¥es Alsne Adsdt

Ag® (CBSE) - 0160-2255003
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01996
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95926-55581, 01602255004
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9814801860
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94172-14382
* A3 foH fAw wias faga wman (a9

98551-32009
94172-14386
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 83, issue Oct., 2014)

Refrain: ‘It is like a king falling asleep on
his thromne,
In dream turned beggar.

grgazT - FIUT EF [HWTHS FiewT

FY3d gfewr fayral At -2, 2.
‘O Lord! what should I say about this
illusion?

What we deem a thing to be, in reality, it is
not like that.’ P. 657

HTOE fam™ &gt o #ATI
HAT HTahA T1E & FATI
So, in this edict, Guru Sahib has

expressed a very profound thought. In Guru
Granth Sahib, he writes: ‘O God! while there
was egoism in me, Thou were not within
me. I kept making humble entreaties; I kept
crying and experiencing separation from
Thee; I did not eat anything and remained
hungry and thirsty; I suffered many troubles
and remained indifferent to worldly
pleasures, riches etc. At that time you were
not with me when there was ‘I-ness” in me.
But now I am surprised. When my egoism
is dead, I have effaced myself completely
and I have ceased to exist, you are
everywhere; egoism is gone. What kind of
illusion is this? It is a very big illusion that
the world suffers from. Brother! what is
this? As long as my ego lasts Thou art not
seen. When Thou art there, I cease to be.
What type of illusion is this?

‘O Lord! what should I say about this

Sant Waryam Singh Ji
English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

delusion?
What we deem a thing to be, in reality, it is
not like that.” P. 657
HTGE [T &gt o HATI
HHT HTE1A T1F & FHTI
What we thought the world to be, it
has not turned out to be so.

It is very much like the optical illusion
of water that a thirsty man suffers from
while going on bare land. Once we were
going about buying land. Many persons
told us that lands were available in Bikaner.
A canal was going to be constructed
beyond Ganganagar. So, people went there
and bought lands in advance. People are
quite wise and intelligent. We had also
bought land in U.P. So, we alongwith five-
seven persons set out for Bikaner. We
travelled past Hanumangarh and Sarupgarh.
In that area, there are huge sand dunes, half
a mile in width and very high. As we
crossed a couple of dunes, we felt thirsty,
for it was the month of April. One friend
said, “I am feeling very thirsty. Shall we
find water somewhere near?” The other
said, “We shall find water ten miles ahead.
We have left water four miles behind, and
ahead it is available at a distance of ten
miles.” In the meantime, he started looking
at the bare land without any vegetation. He
remarked, “Look yonder! There you can see
water. Why do you say there is no water?
Look there! I can see shadows of trees as
well as water.” The other man said, “It is
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an illusion.” He said, “Till now I have never
suffered a delusion.” The other man said,
“Well then! let me remove your illusion.”
The tree was marked.” He said “When you
reach there, you will again see water farther
off.” So, when we reached there, he said,
“No, it is not here. It is visible yonder,
where there are shadows of trees.” But
there is no water in the desert. The poor
deer gets exhausted running in search of
water, chasing one mirage after another.
From a distance, water is visible but, in fact,
there is no water.

The sky appears blue, but it is not so.
As you go higher, it will appear to be bluer
and bluer. So, in this way -
‘O Lord! what should I say about this
delusion?’ P. 657
HTGE famT aaid gy AATI
Thus man is under such a delusion that
the unreal appears to be real and that too
with certainty. A string is lying in the dark.
A man comes out for a walk and mistakes
it for a snake. He goes inside to bring a
stick; he brings a torch too. One man says,
“While I hold the torch, you hit the snake
with the stick lest it should creep between
our legs.” He says, “Keep away a little; let
me see with the torch.” But when the light
falls, he is surprised to see a string instead
of a snake. This is called ‘illusion” or
‘delusion’. This delusion appears to be real
and true. Sant Maharaj Rarewaley used to
narrate an incident. A canal was being
constructed in Rajasthan. Wooden stakes
were pitched on the bridge constructed on
it, lest some careless driver should barge
his vehicle on to it. Four or five persons
coming that way in the morning saw the
stakes on the bridge. From a distance, they
mistook them for a robber. Two or three

wise persons among them suggested: ‘We
will go there only when the day dawns.’
One of them was very brave. He said, “We
are four, while he is only one.” The others
said, “No! his companions must be sitting
in hiding. They have observed us, and they
are now waiting for us. He will call his
companions, who will come instantly and
we shall be overpowered by them.” But the
brave one remarked, “Even if they have
noticed us, we will take to our heels.
Surely, they are not stronger than us. They
started pelting brickbats and stones at the
illusory robber. He filled his apron with
brickbats. When a brickbat hit the stake, it
produced a sound. He saw that it was a
wooden stake. Coming closer, he called his
friends saying, “Brothers! now you should
come.” But the others still did not come out
of fear. The first one assured them that he
had checked that it was a wooden stake, so,
how much deluded man can be! This is
called “doubt’. This world is caught in
delusion.

Saint Ravidas Ji says -
‘When there was egoism in me, Thou wert
not within me, then,
Now that Thou art there, there is no egoism
in me.
As huge waves are raised by the wind in the
great ocean, but they are only water in
water.” P. 657
78 g 73 IJF F 3TIT
wg FIt H Tt
HEB HaIH 7R BIld HIE Gelq
A8 S5 75 Wl

Waves rise in the sea. But it appears as
if they are separate from the sea. But the
surprising thing is that they are in no way
separate and distinct from the sea. So, in
this way, the wave is not separate from the
sea. It is only an illusion that the two -

‘Atam Marg’ 67

November, 2014



wave and the sea - are distinct from each
other.

‘O Lord! what should I say about this

delusion?

What we deem a thing to be, in reality, it is

not like that.

It is like a king falling asleep on his throne

and becoming a beggur in dreum P. 657

HTGE fan™ daid gy WA I

AAT HT31H Tfe & FATI

FTUTT 8 FUTafE Ffewr

FUs Ffewr fayraty

The saint explains it further. Sitting on

his throne, a king got involved in sleep and
in a dream turned beggar. He felt grieved
at the loss of his kingdom -

‘His kingdom is intact, but separating from

it (in dream), he suffers pain.

Such indeed is our state.’

WET IJTH 59T Ty yTfewr
7 aifg et aurati

This is our condition too. Just as the
king felt pained at losing his kingdom,
similarly, we also feel grieved that we have
tallen from our high Divine state and
become a ‘jeev’ (sentient being; man),
because holy congregation! all this is the
result of our ignorance, as essentially, we
are all sentient Waheguru (God). It is like
putting a sieve before light, and sunlight,
just as if we place a cot with holes in the
sun, there the shadow and light will
become one. Through the sieve, it will
appear to be round and separate, when this
light is not at all separate. Saints and sages
realized that it is not separate, that light is
indivisible, it cannot be separate. But
ignorance, delusion and Maya made the
‘jeev” (sentient being) separate from the
Divine Light. So, separate ‘jeevs’ (sentient
beings) came into being, and separate
became their inner consciousness. Then got
created this whole world where all are

P. 657

making their distinct noises. One says - I
am a Hindu; another says - I am a Sikh;
still another says - I am a Muslim; I am a
Hindustani. Someone says that he is an
American. All are crazy -

‘Without the Name, the world wanders

about madly.

Through the Guru I have seen this.”

fez 37 Aq aHsT fea

TIH Ty FETT HTEHT Il

Guru Sahib says - ‘The whole world

has become a madhouse. Still man claims
to be very wise and asserts that none other
is wiser than he is -

P. 644

‘It is like a king falling asleep on his throne
and becoming a beggar in dream.

His kingdom is intact, but separating from
it, he suffers pain. Such, indeed, is our state.”

P. 657
FIYfT &a Futals Ffewr
Fu3 Ffewr fgyrat il
WET ITH G593 &4 yfewr
H aifs et anati
He himself tells us that now he has
gained understanding -

‘As is the story of the rope and serpent, 1
have, now realized the mystery somewhat.’

P. 658
TH Flenar yAar 77 Jfa
WG J& HIW ASTEHTI
Just as the rope appeared to be a
serpent, but in reality, it wasn’t there,
similarly, now we have realized that the
rope appeared to be a snake because of
illusion, because of darkness.
‘As I was misled to believe that several
bangles were different from gold, but what 1
then said becomes me not to say now.’
P. 658
Hfsa aea 77 FIF ug
W FTF JTZ & HTIEHT

Just as different gold ornaments are
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lying - one is called a nose-ring, another, a
bracelet and still another, a bangle, but
essentially all are gold, similarly, -

‘Amidst all, the one Lord has assumed many

forms and He is enjoying and pervading in

all the hearts.” P. 658

HIE & H3a HAHTHT

AT Wz gare Feti

In all abides the Sole Lord and

Supreme Bliss is His form. Abiding in the
heart, He runs the entire human body. But
the reason is -

‘Saith Ravidas: Closer than our hands is He

God’s devotees accept in spontaneous
goodwill all that happens.’ P. 658

Ffo gfee™m ag § 33 AIA T F geti

The Lord is very close to us; he is not

far from us. But ignorance has divided the
flow of sentience with its might.

Three attributes - tamogun (dark and
evil urges), satogun (virtue and goodness)
and rajogun (passion and emotion) - have
made all the difference. So the sentience or
consciousness, with its strength, has
assumed a name and a form too, besides
acquiring the title of ‘Maya’. For example,
take the string of a cot. What is string made
of? It is made of ‘munj’ (reed fibre). Where
does ‘munj’ (reed fibre) grow? It grows in
the earth. What is the cause of the earth or
land? Its cause is water. That is called the
‘cause’ from which something emanates?
What is the cause of water? Its (Air’s) cause
are gases - hydrogen and oxygen. Well,
what is the cause of fire? It is the cause of
air? Its cause is the sky and what is cause
of the sky? Its cause is the Supreme
element, the nature. And what is the cause
of nature? It is the virtuous and noble part
of Maya. The knowledgeable call it ‘avidya’

(ignorance). And what is the cause of Maya
(Mammon)? Its cause is ego -
‘In egoism does the world draw birth -

In forgetfulness of the Name it suffers.”
P. 946

TEH fefag 7aar Gud yaur
3Thr ferfad ey ureti
And what is the cause of ego? Its cause

is the holy Word, the Name, and what is
the cause or source of the holy word? Its
source is Waheguru (God). Now you may try
to separate anything from God; it cannot be
separated. That one stream has been
changing its shape to create new forms.
Everywhere God is pervading. There is no
other than God here.

All the vegetation that you behold
contains fire -

‘. And in all milk lies butter.”
HaI® €T HIT WinT i

There is butter in all milk. But it can
be extracted with the help of a device.

p. 617

ooooooooooooooo

‘Thus, in all, high and low, is pervasive the
Divine Light;

In each being abides the Lord.”
6o atg Hig 713 st

wie wfe wra b
In all the visible things, which have a
name and a form, it is the Divine Light that
permeates. When it is fully understood and
realized what that Light is and the ‘illusion’
is dispelled, then will man obtain the title
of the Khalsa -
“When God’s Light illumines perfectly his
heart, then is he known a Khalsa, purest of
the pure.’ . (ASwaiyyas Tenth Guru)
Yaos A3 Hdl U H,
I HBH JTIT SHTBH 773 Il
This is the case when he is a ‘Khalsa’
(the pure) of Guru Gobind Singh Ji. But, if
he is wandering in doubt and illusion, then
he is straying in darkness and his heart has

P. 617
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not been illumined with Divine Light.

‘The true Khalsa is one who experiences the
ecstasy of self-realization.
There is no difference among God, I and him.’
(Sarb Loh Granth)
WTIN FH AT AT3dl, i T 4787 e/
Y Hfg, ¥ Hfa, 37 Hig, Foa s795 </
Then, what an exalted status he attains!
Guru Sahib says - ‘He whose heart is
illumined by Gods” Light, who gains Divine
experience and whose illusion is removed,
he comes to know that God is pervading
everywhere and there is none other than
Him in the entire creation. That is why,
Guru Nanak Sahib has first of all used the
numeral ‘1" (one). In this manner, he
revealed this truth. Teachers and scholars of
that time made a lot of noise, saying, “Sir!
it was a hidden secret, but you have
revealed it to all. It was not something to
be revealed to everybody. You have
divulged this secret by putting numeral ‘1’
(one) before ‘Onkar’ (The Formless One).”
Guru Sahib said, “There is only one special
thing about ‘Kalyuga” (Age of Darkness and
Evil) and that is the glory and greatness of
the Name. The glory and greatness of the
Name is in this sense that right from the
repeated recitation of ‘Waheguru’, ‘Waheguru’
(God’s Name) to gaining perfect knowledge
until the delusion is removed from within
the inner self, the entire process is called
the ‘Name’. When ignorance is removed
from within and perfect Divine knowledge
is gained and there is illumination in the
mind, it is called attainment of the Name.
So, Guru Sahib has tried to explain to us by
using many kinds of words.

Now take the case of a banyan tree. Its
seed is very small, but from it comes out
such a huge tree, but the seed never goes

out of it. It is absorbed within it. But when
it bears fruit, the seed comes out of it
again.

‘As an actor stages a play and appears in

many characters and guises, similarly the

Lord, when He abandons His guise and ends

His play, the One alone remains, the One

alone.

How many characters

disappeared?

Whither have they gone and whence did

they come?

Good many waves arise in the water.

Out of gold are made ornaments of many

kinds.

I have seen seeds of many sorts being sown.

When the fruit ripens, the seed appears in

the same one form.’ P. 736

gralarfa A7 FTHAT UTET

31T JY Y feyBTEl I

migr §Frfy & yraTaTy

Ig ga gqaarl

Fe5 gy fenles faasafeti

FIfa g az I »feGy

A8 3 &afa »izga gdar

Jfza FyE Tz gT FaTH

glg gifq €fv& ga yaaari

8 Yy I g arari

So, in this way, at no time and

occasion is God out of the world; rather, it
is wrong to call it (God’s wvarious
manifestations) the world. Only God alone
is pervading everywhere. There is none
other than God.

‘In all wood lies fire, in all milk butter.
Thus in all, high and low, is pervasive the
Divine Light;

In each being abides the Lord.

O saints! in each being is He pervasive.
The Perfect Lord fills all beings: On water
and land is His Being.

Nanak of the Treasury of merit sings praise,
As the Guru (Holy Preceptor) his doubt has
annulled. P. 617
HIT® F3AYTT HfT §HIT

HaI® €4 HIT wbHti

appeared and
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8w alg Hig 71z mret

wfe wie gt atyri

HIT wie ufe afawr mfa& i

yax yfg afg& rag Wi 715 gfs gHeisr
HTTG I

FJT 373 5739 A7F dre
HISTrfa oy garfe& i
When the doubt was dispelled, what
did he see -
‘The Lord, abiding in all,
immaculate, in all is pervasive.’
HIT [5STHI HET HBYT
AT MIT afamT aTfee il
All doubts and conflicts in the mind
are removed when illusion and ignorance
are dispelled. But this cannot be achieved
without the Guru’s grace. Holy
congregation! for removing doubt and
illusion, the Guru is very much needed.
Guru Sahib says like this -
Refrain: The Lord abides in thee,

O my mind! realize this by meet-
ing the Guru.
ggaT - g #ed gl el AT
g+ F za Sy & HaT -2, 2.
‘The bride and the Groom dwell together, but
in between them is the hard wall of ego.
The Perfect Guru has demolished the wall of
ego and slave
Nanak has met his God, the Lord of woods.’
P. 1263

eternally
P. 617

g3 fyg ar fea gi Har AT

fefe a6+ sifs aaaty

TJfg ya g&@n ifs Fat

A5 373a HE §3<97 I

The two - the self that is the wife and

the Divine Spouse - live together, but
between them has got erected the wall of
egoism. But when the Perfect Guru (Holy
Preceptor) is met, then -

‘The wall of pride and ego intervenes

between me and Him, otherwise He is heard

to be in a nearby place.” P. 624
g6 g6 FHfF FT6 T FiT

F3T e [BaefeG

He is very near, but He is not
perceived, until the Perfect Guru is met and
he imparts this understanding with his
grace -

‘The Perfect Guru has demolished the wall
of ego and slave
Nanak has met his God, the Lord of woods.”

P. 1263
TJfa ya g@H gifs Far
A5 376d H8 §3<d1 1
When the Perfect Guru (Holy

Preceptor) demolishes the wall of egoism,
then one has a glimpse of God from within
the self because man is caught in this doubt.

‘Through doubt the mind or soul is rendered
impure...” P. 919
HIH A8 HBlE J

Man’s mind or soul is lying filthy; his
inner consciousness has become unclean.
When much filth or impurity sticks to the
soul, its image is not clearly visible in the
mirror.

‘Between me and the Lord is a fine curtain

like the wings of a butterfly but seeing Him
not, I deem Him distant.” P. 624

Figtat & vtz yae fgz Uy gIfEe)
The wing of a butterfly is very thin like

paper. Place it in an electric circuit in a
switch. Press the switch, the butterfly wing
will not let the electric current flow.
Similarly, there is a thin veil or curtain
between the self and the Lord. What is this
thin curtain? It is that man considers himself
‘I'. This is the entire problem. Guru Sahib
tells us again and again about this wall of
‘I-ness” or ‘egoism’.

‘Accept thou death first, abandon the hope of

life, and be the dust of the feet of all;

Then alone come thou to me.’ P. 1102

ylas’T Hog agls Aiee al &5 HH I

TT RT3 al gear IG W6 gHS U
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Man says - ‘Tell me something else to
do, but I do not want to die.” The Guru
says - ‘Brother! we don’t ask you to die in
body, because it is already dead -

‘Whosoever is born, he must perish.
Everyone shall fall today or tomorrow.

Nanak, sing thou the Lord’s praises and lay
aside all other entanglements.’ P. 1428

7 Qufae 7 faalfim & yd »a & afsi
You shouldn’t talk about the body,

because it is bound to perish. Any physical
creature, any material body, whether earth,
sun, moon or star, is not lasting. The sole
lasting and abiding being is God Himself.
We are asking you to kill the ‘I within you
which is lodged in your self distinct and
separate from God. Agree to kill that first.
If you do so, we will make you God. When
‘you’ perish then only God will be left
behind -

‘Kabir, repeating ‘Thy Name’' I have become

like “Thee’. In me now, ‘I’ has remained not.

When difference me and others has been

removed, then wheresoever I see, there, I see

but Thee, O Lord.’ P. 1375

Fglg & F qJgIT F T

Y4 gogr & g

7Y WTYT yg &7 e arfenr

A7 e¥6 37 F /I

Wherever I see, Thou art visible; none

other can I see because ‘I’ has ceased to
exist; ‘I’ has been effaced.

So, all the conflict in the world is that
of ‘I-ness” or ‘ego’. This is the ‘ignorance’;
this is the ‘illusion’ that man suffers from.
This is called ‘delusion’. All the tumult and
confusion in the world is the work of this
‘I-ness” or ‘ego’, this ‘delusion’. Exalted holy
men describe five kinds of illusions. The
tirst misconception or illusion that man
suffers from is: ‘God and I are distinct and
separate from each other.” He wants to see

the two separately. He has hold or
possession over his self. But the truth is
that nothing other than God exists. There is
but one God and Creator.

‘Now I see the Lord, hear of the Lord and
narrate about but the One Lord.

The Supreme Soul is the Creator of the world.
Without the Lord I know no other.” P. 846

gIy €17 ga0 FSid &g &F YAl

HMTIH YHTIT JdSJd’dT

yg 1§37 397 A I

I have faith in Guru Granth Sahib, but

you have no faith. Nor do you believe in
what is stated above. You are a ‘Sikh’
(disciple) of your own self, of your own ‘I’
or ‘ego’. You have become something other
than a Sikh of the Guru. You are a disciple
of yourself and not of the Guru. If you
were a disciple of the Guru, for that this is
the condition, just as there are conditions
for anyone who seeks admission to an
institution. The condition of entering the
fold of Sikhism is -

‘By becoming corpse-like (by killing all

desires) does one become a disciple, not by

mere verbiage.”  Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 3/18

yaer Jfe yate & FIst geT/

Then the Sikh thinks that it is better to

become a corpse. But Guru Sahib does not
mean this. His edict is:

You may no doubt retain your
physical body, but you should kill the ‘ego’,
the feeling of ‘I-ness” and ‘attachment” within
you. Unless you kill them, you cannot
become a disciple.

‘Only a contented and satisfied martyr can
overcome illusion and fear.
He should always continue rendering service
like a purchased slave.’

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 3/18
ATEg fAefa Rale gan I§ g7/
TET W& ydle ad 77/
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The Sikh says, “Reverend sir, I am not
prepared to become such a one. I have
come to you so that both you and me may
remain as we are.” But Guru Sahib says,
“No -

‘If thou yearnest to play the game of love,
step on to my path, with thy head placed on
the palm of thy hand.

And once thou settest thy feet on this path,
then lay down thy head and mind not public
opinion.” P. 1412
7G G YW 48 Fr g8/

frg afs 387 TIBt Hat eIl

ez wrafar ¥g gaid i

fag eld arfe & atqd i

First, remove the pride of ‘I-ness’ and
heady and overbearing ‘attachment” within
you, if you wish to come to me, for only
then will you gain something. But if you
come to me with a sense of “pride” or ‘ego’
by assuming yourself to be someone of
consequence, then I have nothing to do
with you. As for the rest, you are ever
asking for one thing or the other. It is your
wish or desire. The Giver will continue
bestowing boons for that is God’s nature
and temperament. He will continue giving
both to the good and the bad, whoever
asks for gifts -

“Whatever the servant of the Lord seeks, that
He grants him.’ P. 681
7 MNTafT &aTadd Hya3 3 Het 7t 8/
God continues giving boons to His
devotees. But man is not prepared to
receive that gift which is the greatest in the
world and which is invaluable. He says -
‘I may continue living.” So, this is a big
illusion which is caused due to lack of
discrimination and discernment. It is called
‘Dhed-bharam’ [Not considering Lord Creator
a soul or spirit, imagining various
differences in Him and His creation].

Secondly, men say - ‘Well! I do deeds.
As I do good deeds, people should call me
good and noble.” Considering oneself the
‘doer” after doing good deeds and taking
pride in them - this is called ‘kartatva
bharam’ [Illusion of being the doer of deeds].

Third is the illusion when light (of
knowledge) falls into the mind, the soul
gives power with which is dyed the mind.
When the mind is thus dyed with
knowledge, one starts thinking - ‘I am a
Hindu, I am a Muslim, I am a Sikh, I am a
Christian, I am rich, I am poor, I am
unhappy, I am happy.” Then all the duality

comes in him.

Fourth is ‘vikaar-bharam’. It is the
illusion that God and the world are distinct
and separate from each other. Guru Sahib
says - This world is nothing -

“When this world had not appeared in any
form...” P. 290
A9 Ha'g g ag & [gRe Il

When there was no visible form, where
were they? At that time, where were the
doers of good and evil deeds? Where were
holy men, prophets and holy preceptors?
There were none; only the formless Lord
Himself was there. He Himself enacts plays
in His pleasure.

‘The Lord, of Himself created His own self
and assumed He Himself the Name.
Secondly, He made the creation and seated
therein, He beholds it with delight.” P. 463
HTYTE Ty FTAE wruls afee a6 1
gal aedfg ATAPd afd wRE 38 a6 1
Fashioning the expanse of the universe,
He Himself is playing. So, in no way is He
separate from His creation. He does not
have the wrong notion that the world and
God are different from each other. These

illusions are not dispelled. So, brother
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Gurmukh (Guruward or God-directed), “Go
into the refuge of the Perfect Guru (Holy
Preceptor). Assuming ‘ego’ and getting
‘attached” you live in this world, but in the
entire expanse of the universe, it is only the
soul that gives light. Coming down to a
lower level, you have become a ‘jeev’
(sentient being). Coming down still further,
this ‘jeev’ (sentient being) has become
crooked and deceitful because reason or
intellect has mingled in him. So, try to
comprehend these things. After coming into
the Guru’s refuge, don’t waste your time.
Don’t spend your life in falsities and false
promises of these novices. Try to
understand the truth, which can be
understood only in this human incarnation.
When this life is gone; you won’t be able
to understand it -

‘The man who misses this opportunity,

suffers sorrow of coming and going.’P. 1075

o7 y@3t 3 7 39 ga

;T owtfe qife gy ytfeery

Thereafter, this opportunity won’t come

your way. You will neither realize the soul,
nor know about the things in which you are
involved now, nor the illusions that ensnare
you, nor the ignorance that overpowers
you. Nothing from this world will
accompany you, neither daughter, nor son,
nor cars, nor mansions, nor money, nor
company, nor relatives, nor anything else.
Coming into the world, you have wasted
your life. Futile has been your coming into
the world -

‘Many into the world have arrived, yet are

they without realization, as animals and

beasts.’ P. 251

HTEE W8 fHAIC HIT 183 §% g €T/

It was to know and realize God that

you had come into the world. But you have

not realized the Truth. Guru Sahib says -
‘Even among animals, you are a beast.
Animals are awake between 25% to 50%.
Asses are awake upto 25-26% and do
everything wrong. An ass is an animal of
low degree. So God is not separate from the
‘jeev” (sentient being). He abides with him all
the time. When separating from God, man
becomes egoistic; then ‘ego’ becomes its
biggest prop or support. All the sufferings
of the body are the result of this ‘ego’. If
this prop or pillar is demolished, then only
God is left with him. Guru Sahib teaches us
in many ways -

‘Why goest thou, O man, to search God in

the forest?

God, though ever detached, dwells

everywhere and abides even with thee.’

P. 684
ad J g5 §As 7A€
HIE [5STHI AET WBYT Jal Afar et
As fragrance abides in the flowers and

reflection in the mirror -

‘So does God dwell within thee and search
thou Him within thy heart, O brother.’

P. 684

FH gl gfg g7 f6d3fa

wz Jt gAg FTETI

Have you ever thought that God lives
with you? He keeps watch over you all the
time. Wherever you go, He is ever abiding
with you. God is not only with you but He
is also all-pervasive. He is present in all the
regions and universes. He is without any
beginning or end. He is so great that none
in the world can estimate His value or
worth. Living with you, He is ever watching
you. You cannot deny what you are doing
because your deeds are being constantly
recorded; they are being filmed. He is such
a camera and such an eye that watches

everybody continuously -
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‘Thousands are Thine eyes.” P. 13

HIH I< 35 35 35 TiT I/

Millions are the eyes of God. His eye
is not like ours. Millions and billions are
His ears. He listens to everyone; He is
watching everybody. But man does not
lodge Him in his heart. He does not believe
that God abides with him. Man says - “Sir,
wherever I go, I cannot concentrate my mind
in God’s worship and meditation, although
I do a lot of Divine Name meditation, and
continue repeating God’s Name. My mind
does not find any peace.” Guru Sahib says
- ‘Well then, you are an atheist, if your
mind does not get absorbed in God’s
meditation and worship. It is because you
have not so far accepted that God abides
with you. If He comes to be lodged in your
mind or heart, you can never do any wrong
thing. You will at once realize your
mistake-

‘“Whoever in heart lodges faith in God.’

P. 285
AT & fae g7 ya #wfewr
What is the result, then?
‘To his mind is manifested or revealed
realization of the (Divine) Essence.” P. 285
IF farntd 3 HIs yaretfen
When the Divine Essence is realized,
man starts glimpsing God. What does
glimpsing God mean? It means that God is
all-pervasive; there is none other than God.
His illusion is removed and firm belief
regarding this all-pervasive existence of God
gets lodged in the mind.
‘So does God dwell within thee and search
thou Him within thy heart, O brother.
Within and without, know that there is but
one Lord.

This is the understanding the Guru has
imparted to me.’ P. 684

FH gl afg g7 f6d3fa

urz gt gag ety

grgfad Flsfad €a 73T

feg Tra farnrg g3meti

Nowhere is He divided; He is

Indivisible Light. Show me if you can
divide the sky into pieces. There is sky
both within and without us. Place here any
number of vessels of water. In everyone
will be a sky. If you start breaking the
vessels with a stick, will the sky get broken
too? The sky will not disappear for it is a
complete and perfect entity. Similarly is
God an embodiment of ‘Sat” (Truth), ‘chit’
(intellect), ‘anand” (bliss) and love. These are
the special attributes of God. Besides, there
are countless other attributes in Him.
Whatever quality you imagine, you will find
it present in that Supreme Being. But man
forgets Him who is an embodiment of
truth, intellect and bliss, who is ‘Chetan
Brahm’ (Sentient Lord, Creator), who is
Omniscient, who is all-loving. He becomes
attached to things which will neither
accompany him to the other world, nor
render him any assistance; he remains
pleased and satisfied with them. He
remains involved in sons and daughters,
with his own existence and continues
watching the visible things of the world and
taking delight in them.

‘Saith Nanak, servant of God:

Without realization of self is not effaced

impurity of illusion.” P. 684

75 313 3 »ryr g3

B2 & g at aret i

As long as he does not realize the self

as to who he is, the impurity of doubt and
illusion will not be removed. Holy
congregation! on the other side, are things
very dangerous. Five are the thieves
dwelling within the self. If we discuss these
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thieves one by one, a whole day will be
spent in discussing each one of them. Then
five are the sins and evils, senses and sense
organs dwelling in him - word or hearing,
touch, observance of beauty, taste and
smell. Each one of them is very powerful.

Take the sense of hearing. A bell is
rung to charm the deer. On hearing its
sound, he starts rolling on the earth. He
becomes so much charmed and intoxicated
that the hunter goes near him and captures
him. Just one sense of hearing or sound is
so powerful. Then, take the case of the
sense of ‘touch’. A she-elephant of paper is
made and put on a pit covered with hay
and straw. The desire to touch the she-
elephant is so powerful in the elephant that
he does not notice the trap and falls into
the pit with a thud and thus becomes man’s
slave for all his life. Similarly, the moth gets
attracted to the lamp and gets burnt even
though it is watching that others before it
have got burnt. But it is so much charmed
by its form or beauty that it burns itself to
death.

In the same way, fish watch their
companions falling a prey to the bait and
getting caught, yet when the fisherman
lowers the baited hook again, the fish lap
at it because they have taste or relish for it.

Similarly, there is smell or fragrance.
The black bee, attracted by scent, comes and
sits on the flower. When evening falls, the
flower starts closing and the black bee does
not leave but gets stifled and is found dead
in the morning. Guru Sahib says, “How
powerful are these senses! They are
charmed by just one sense each. The deer
does not suffer from the fascinations of
smell, touch and taste. The fish does not

suffer from the fascination of touch. But
man suffers from all the five maladies or
fascinations - touch, beauty, taste, scent and
word. He is destroying himself through
these five maladies. Besides, he suffers from
attachment and enmity or malice. The five
sins or evils do not afford him any escape.
In this way, there is no end to sensual
desires. So many are they that they have
grown into a dense forest, in which man
strays about and remains unhappy and
miserable.”

Similarly, sovereignty, beauty, wealth,
youth and ego are the five robbers. Each
one of them singly is extremely powerful.
Let us talk of power or sovereignty alone.
He who gets power or authority, does not
think whether he is acting justly or unjustly
or wilfully.

Once Saint Namdev received an
invitation - “Sir, you should not stay in the
Deccan only. You should travel to different
places and afford your holy glimpse to the
people.” It was because pilgrim centres had
been set up where holy men and saints
used to assemble. Devotees also came there
and met the holy and the latter delivered
discourses to them. Pilgrim centres were
meant for this purpose only - bathing there
and listening to the discourses of the holy.
So they made a request to Namdev Ji,
“Reverend sir! Waheguru (God) is very close
to you. You have seen Him in the manifest
form 72 times. Therefore, you should not
stay here alone. You should travel around
places and afford your glimpse to the
people, because all the holy men cannot
reach you, but they do visit pilgrim centres.
There are two types of pilgrim centres -
‘Jarrh’ (inanimate and immovable) and
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‘Jangam’ (animate and wandering). The
former have only one fruit, while wandering
holy men carry four fruits with them -

‘Whoever the Four Boons [Dharma, artha,

kama, moksha] seeks,

In service to the holy must engage.” P. 266

g7 yergg 7 a HTdl l

AT 73T &1 e BTl

They have ‘dharma’ (righteousness)

‘artha’ (wealth), power to fulfil people’s
desires and guide them on the path of
gaining liberation.

‘Visiting a pilgrim centre confers one fruit,

While meeting a saint gives four.

But meeting with the Guru confers many

fruit,

On reflection saith Kabir.’

Jl9g qie ea e8 HT B &8 77/

TJT B &% »aa § §77 Fgig 1T/

So, wandering ascetics and holy men

are called ‘jangam teeratha’ (living and
moving pilgrim centres). ‘Jangam’ is called
he who wanders from one place to another
and sets up a pilgrim centre. Wherever he
goes, thousands of devotees will come to
bathe in his holy discourses and under the
influence of his utterances, they will
transform their life and millions and billions
of sins shall be annulled. So, such holy men
are wandering pilgrim centres and for the
dust of their feet immovable pilgrim centres
pray to God -

‘Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari and Saraswati

[These rivers are reckoned holy] seek dust of

the saints’ feet.’ P. 1263

grarr AT greTedl AIg3IT

F Fafg Gew gfg arg at ety

Why do they do so? It is because

sinners have bathed in them.

‘They say - The mortals full of filth of sins

take dip in us. The dust of the saints’ feet
washes away our filth. P. 1263

fasley HE 3 yd gHd fefa
gHar #& Ay &l gfg arerety

If the dust of the saints” feet is obtained
it removes the filth of sins. Recite like this-

Refrain: Even pilgrim centres long for the
dust of saint’s feet.
grg3T - Jigg Tl see
Hat et g3t et -2, 2.

After reflecting over the entire matter,
Saint Namdev decided to bathe at pilgrim
centres, meet the devotees and undertake a
tour of the entire country. So, accompanied
by many companions, he kept wandering
for a long time. He visited Delhi and
Punjab also where he won much acclaim.
After many years, when he came again, he
saw that a fort had come up where he had
left his cottages and huts. A palace had
been built there. Many mansions had come
up in place of huts. Namdev Ji asked,
“Where are our huts and cottages?” He
learnt that the king had built his fort and
mansions in their place. Namdev Ji said,
“The duty of the king is to do justice. It
does not behove a king to destroy others’
huts and build his palace there.

‘The King’s vow is to dispense justice.”
P. 1240

It is the duty of the king to do justice.

So Namdev Ji went to the king and
said, “O king! we had gone on a pilgrimage
which took a pretty long time. When we
were away, you demolished the huts which
we had left here.” The king said, “So what
if I demolished your huts?” Namdev Ji said
to the king, “There should be some reason
or the other to demolish others” huts.” The
king observed, “I got them demolished
because they were hindering my building
plans. The map of the fort was going awry.
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That is why I got your huts demolished.”
At that moment, Namdev Ji said -

Refrain: What! the king builds his man-
sions
By demolishing my house of God.
gragaTr — IJHT HeEd F3T HTYI,
ed Hdl TH FeHT -2, 2.
Namdev Ji said, “O king! you have
built such huge palaces; you should have
kept some space for poor me to abide. It is
wrong to forcibly usurp somebody’s place.
We had built a modest dwelling for us to
live. We had not constructed big houses
that you could not tolerate.” The king was
very proud. So he said, “So what?”
Namdev Ji said, “Things should be done
after careful thought and consideration.”

‘Man digs deep foundations and builds
palaces thereon.” P. 692

Jgat afg & i yerer §uls sy &7
Nobody is going to live here forever.
Such is the Guru’s utterance -

‘There came a Shiva who departed followed
by many others who too departed.

Ram Chander and Krishna also became
incarnated many times.

Brahma and Vishnu too came in numbers
many and passed away.

Same is true of the Vedas and Puranas that
have been many.

Creators of all the Smritis too were many
who departed.

In this world have been many ‘Monadis’
(Champions and supporters of religions),
‘Madaars’ (chiefs of dynasties), ‘Ashuni
Kumars’ (physicians of the gods) and ‘Ansa
Avataars’ (incarnations of some of the
powers of the gods).

To time, they have fallen prey.

Countless have been saints and prophets on
this earth.

Born of earth, they have all mingled with
earth.’ Akal Ustat
gy AT & & T8, & &9 IE,

TH TT fqAd &, WeIT I HET T

FIHT Hg [GHE &3 §€ 4 Y5 a3,

s ryas & gfe gie fagre d'i

)-7:5::'7 HET3 o/:{, HEST FH™T a:s“f,

AT MSI'd &3, A’ FH & J /|

ytg o yla'sg a3, a3 & Yag 8T,

gH gt 3 grea, &q gm at fse 3 i

Namdev Ji said, “O king! did any of

the great saints, prophets, and gods like
Brahma and Vishnu remain in the world
forever? They continue coming and going.
Nobody can live here forever. But man
continues saying and doing things which do
not behove him. Look! there has been a
great sage named Markandaya who is said
to have lived longest, and yet he did not
acquire any material possessions or build
any houses.

‘Consider, who shall live longer than
Markandaya,
Who passed his life, covering his head only

with straw?’ P. 692
NTga s I a Hfgaret
fAfE (3e gfd s g87e

If he was asked: “Revered

Markandaya! when we saw in childhood,
then too you used to cover your head with
straw. Whichever way the wind blew, you
turned the straw shield in that direction.
Similarly, did you shield yourself from the
sun. Kindly build a pucca (concrete) house
for yourself.” But, in reply, he used to say,
“Life is transient. Who knows when death
may hit with his slingshot and end my
life?” In that context, such is the Guru’'s
edict -

Refrain: Markandaya practised austerities

By living under a thatch, dear.

grgaT - Hga s & JYlaHT aitat,
gYal ‘g fex a< & funfat,

(... to be continued)
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An introduction to
Sri Guru Granth Sahib

Sri Guru Granth Sahib is the name by
which the holy Granth of the Sikhs is
commonly known. It is a voluminous
anthology of the sacred verse by six of the
ten Gurus whose compositions it carries and
of some of the contemporary saints and
men of devotion. The Granth is treated by
the followers as Word incarnate, the
embodiment and presence manifest or the
spirit of the ten historical Gurus (Guru
Nanak to Guru Gobind Singh). The
anthology was prepared by Guru Arjan Dev
(1563-1606), Nanak V. It was in the
beginning referred to as pothi, pothi sahib,
the revered Granth. It was treated with great
veneration. The Guru himself described the
pothi “as God’s own repository” (¥§} yHET
ar g3) (GG, 1226). It was also called the
Granth Sahib. The prefix “Guru” came to be
applied as Guru Gobind Singh ended,
before his passing, the line of personal
Gurus. “Granth Sahib” was designated as
“Guru Granth Sahib”. The Guru has
declared the Word to be the same as Guru
(GG, 943). Guru Amar Das, Nanak III, had
announced that for the sake of liberation,
contemplation of the Word was more
efficacious than even the sight of the Guru
(GG, 594). Over the years, the holy Granth
has received the honours due to the living
Gurus. No Sikh assembly can properly
speaking be so named unless the holy
Granth be present in it. The holy volume in
wraps wherever located commands the
reverence that was shown the living Gurus.
The Holy Granth is the centre of all Sikh
usage and ceremony.

The Guru Granth Sahib - is today the
living Guru for the Sikhs. A simpler form
with a clear rural voice is Darbar Sahib, the
holy court. The contributors to the Guru
Granth Sahib came from a variety of class
and creedal background - there were
among them Hindus as also Muslims,
“low” castes as also “high” castes.

There were as many different
contributors as there were rhymes and
rhythms. The entire text was cast in verse
patterns of a wide variety. There were 31
different measures (ragas) used. They were
all set in padas (verses), astpadis (8 - stanza
hymns) and chhants (lyrics usually of 4
stanzas each) and longer compositions such
as vars in the order of the succession of the
authors. In the 1430 page recension which
is now the standard form and which carries
the statutory approval of the Shirmani
Gurdawara Parbandhak Committee in the
present-day Sikh complex the sequence of
contents is : the liturgical part (1-13), Siri
Raga (14-93), Majh (94-150), Gauri (151-346),
Asa (347-488), Gujari (489-526), Davagandhari
(5627-536), Bihagara (537-556), Vadahansa (557-
594), Sorathi (595-659), Dhanasari (660-695),
Jaitsari (696-710), Todi (711-718), Bairari (719-
720), Tilang (721-727), Suhi (728-794), Bilaval
(795-858), Gaund (859-875), Ramkali (876-974),
Nat narain (975-983), Mali Gaura (984-988),
Maru (989-1106), Tukhari (1107-1117), Kedara
(1118-1124), Bhairau (1125-1167), Basant (1168-
1196), Sarang (1197-1253), Malar (1254-1293),
Kanara (1294-1318), Kalian (1319-1326),
Prabhati (1327-1351), Jaijavanti (1352-1353),
Salok Sahaskriti (1353-1360), Gatha, Phuneh

‘Atam Marg’ 79

November, 2014



and Chaubole (1360-1364), Salok Kabir (1364-
1377), Salok Farid (1377-1384), Savaiyye (1385-
1409), additional salok (1410-1429),
Mundavani, and Ragmala (1429-1430).

The bani, or word revealed, was held in
great veneration by the Sikhs even before
the Holy Volume was compiled. It was
equated with the Guru himself. “The bani
is the Guru and the Guru bani,” says Guru
Ram Das in Raga Nat Narain (GG, 982). The
bani echoed the Divine Truth; it was the
voice of God - “the Lord’s own word,” as
said Guru Nanak in the Guru Granth Sahib.
Guru Amar Das (GG, 515) :

vahu, vahu, bani nirankar hai

tis jevad avar na koe

Hail, hail, the word of the Guru, which is
the Lord Formless Himself;

There is none other, nothing else to be
reckoned equal to it.

The compilation of the Holy Granth, a
momentous event in Sikh history, is
generally described in the briefest terms.
The Sacred Volume was prepared by Guru
Arjan (1563-1606) and the first copy was
calligraphed by Bhai Gurdas (1551-1636) at
his dictation - this is all we learn from most
of the sources. What amount of planning,
minute attention to detail and diligent and
meticulous work it involved is slurred over.
An old text which gives some detailed
information is the Gurbilas Cheevin Patshahi.
Written in 1718, this, in fact, is the oldest
source. Although it does not go into the
technical and literary minutiae, it broadly
describes the process from the beginning of
the transcription of the Holy Volume to its
installation in the newly-built Harimandar
at Amritsar.

Why Guru Arjan undertook the task is
variously explained. One commonly
accepted assumption is that the codification

of the Gurus compositions into an
authorized volume was begun by him with
a view to preserving them from garbling by
schismatic groups and others. According to
the Mahima Prakash (1776), he set to work
with the announcement; “As the Panth
(Community) has been revealed unto the
world, so there must be the Granth (Book),
too.” By accumulating the canon, Guru
Arjan wished to affix the seal on the sacred
Word. It was also to be the perennial
fountain of inspiration and the means of
self-perpetuation for the community.

Guru Arjan called Bhai Gurdas to his
presence and expressed to him the wish that
the sacred verse be collected. Messages
were sent to the disciples to gather and
transmit to him the hymns of his
predecessors.

Baba Mohan, son of Guru Amar Das,
Nanak III, had manuscript collections of the
Gurus’ hymns inherited from his father.
Bhai Gurdas travelled to Goindval to bring
these pothis, but the owner refused to see
him. Bhai Buddha, one of the oldest and
most revered Sikhs from Guru Nanak’s
days, was similarly turned away from the
door. Then Guru Arjan went himself. He sat
in the street below Mohan’s attic serenading
him on his tambura. Mohan was disarmed to
hear the hymn. He came downstairs with
the pothis and presented these to the Guru.
As says the Gurbilas, the pothis were placed
on a palanquin bedecked with precious
stones. The Sikhs carried it on their
shoulders and Guru Arjan walked behind
barefoot. He refused to ride his horse,
saying that the pothis were the very spirit,
the very light of the four Gurus - his
predecessors.

The cavalcade broke journey at Khadur
Sahib to make obeisance at shrines sacred
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to Guru Angad. Two kos from Amritsar, it
was received by Hargobind, Guru Arjan’s
young son, accompanied by a large number
of Sikhs. He bowed at his father’s feet and
showered petals in front of the pothis. Guru
Arjan, Hargobind, Bhai Gurdas and Bhai
Buddha now bore the palanquin on their
shoulders and marched towards Amritsar
led by musicians, with flutes and drums.
Reaching Amritsar, Guru Arjan first went to
the Harimandar to offer karah prasad in
gratefulness.

To quote the Gurbilas again, an
attractive spot in the thick of a forest on the
outskirts of Amritsar was marked out by
Guru Arjan. So dense was the foliage that
not even a moonbeam could pry into it. It
was like panchbati itself, peaceful and
picturesque. A tent was hoisted in this
idyllic setting. Here Guru Arjan and Bhai
Gurdas started work on the sacred volume.

The making of the Granth was no easy
task. It involved sustained labour and a
rigorous intellectual discipline. Selections
had to be made from a vast amount of
material. Besides the compositions of the
four preceding Gurus and Guru Arjan who
himself was a poet with a rare spiritual
insight, there were songs and hymns by
saints, both Hindu and Muslim. What was
genuine had to be sifted from what was
counterfeit. Then the selected material had
to be assigned to appropriate musical
measures and transcribed in a minutely laid
out order.

Guru Arjan carried out the work with
extraordinary exactness. He arranged the
hymns in thirty different ragas, or musical
patterns. A precise method was followed in
setting down the compositions. First came
sabdas by the Gurus in the order of their

succession. Then came astpadis, chhants, vars,
and other poetic forms in a set order. The
compositions of the Gurus in each raga
were followed by those of the Bhaktas in the
same format. Gurmukhi was the script used
for the transcription.

According to Bhai Gurdas testimony,
the text had been transcribed by Bhadon vadi
Ekam 1661/1 August 1604. At the head of
the index he recorded: “Sammat 1661 miti
bhadon vadi Ekam 1661 he had reached this
spot where the index was to begin after
completing the writing of the Granth.” The
index, giving the opening words of each
sabda or hymn and pagination, is itself a
marvel of scholarly fastidiousness. A
genius, unique in spiritual intuition and
not unconcerned with methodological
design, had created a scripture with an
exalted mystical tone and a high degree of
organization. It was large in size - nearly
7,000 hymns, comprising compositions of
the first five Sikh Gurus and fifteen Bhaktas
and Sufis from different parts of India,
including Shaikh Farid, Kabir and Ravidas.
The Sacred Volume consisted of 974 leaves,
or 1948 pages, 12” x 8”, with several blank
ones at the end of a raga where there were
not sabdas enough to fill the section
assigned to it. The site of these marvellous
labours is now marked by a shrine called
Ramsar.

The completion of the Granth Sahib
was, says the Gurbilas, celebrated with
much jubilation. In thanksgiving, karah
prasad was prepared in huge quantities.
Sikhs came in large numbers to see the
Holy Granth. They were rejoiced in their
hearts by a sight of it and bowed before it
to pay homage. Among the visitors was
Bhai Banno who had led a group of Sikhs
from Mangat, in western Punjab. Guru
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Arjan who knew him as a devoted Sikh,
instructed him to go to Lahore and have the
Granth bound. He had the volume bound
and returned to Amritsar as fast as he
could.

At Amritsar, he was received with due
ceremony. He enjoined the Sikhs to own the
Granth equal with the Guru and make no
distinction between the two. “He who
would wish to see the Guruy, let him see the
Granth. He who would seek the Guru’s
word, let him read the Granth with love and
attention.”

Guru Arjan asked the sikhs where the
Granth Sahib be installed. Bhai Buddha
spoke, “You are omniscient, Master : But
there is no place more suitable than the
Harimandar.” The Guru was happy to hear
these words, “like one who had sighted the
new moon.” He then recited the praise of
the Harimandar : “There is nothing like it
in all the three worlds. Harimandar is like
the ship - the means for the people to cross
over the worldly ocean triumphantly. A
new joy pervades here every day. A sight
of it annuls all sins.”

It was decided to spend the night at
Ramsar and return to Amritsar the next
morning. The Granth Sahib rested on a seat
under the canopy, whereas the Guru and
the Sikhs slept on the ground.

A disciple had to be chosen to take
charge of the Granth Sahib. As says the
gurbilas, Guru Arjan lay awake through the
night reflecting on the question. His choice
finally fell on Bhai Buddha whose devotion
was universally applauded. As they awoke,
the Guru and his Sikhs made ablutions in
Ramsar. The former thereupon practised his
wonted meditation. At dawn, the entire

sangat marched towards Harimandar. Bhai
Buddha carried the Holy Granth on his
head and Guru Arjan walked behind
swinging the fly-whisk over it. Musicians
sang sabdas. Thus they reached the
Harimandar. The Granth Sahib was
ceremonially installed in the centre of the
inner sanctuary. The date was Bhadon sudi
I, 1661 Bk/16 August 1604. Bhai Buddha
opened it with reverence to obtain from it
the divine command, as Guru Arjan stood
in attendance behind. The following hymn
was read as God’s own pronouncement for
the occasion :

He Himself has aided his saints in their

task,

He Himself has come to see their task

accomplished.

Blessed is the earth, blessed the tank;

Blessed is the tank with amrit, nectar, filled.

Nectar everfloweth the tank; He has had the

task completed;

Eternal is the Perfect Being,

His praises Vedas and Puranas sing.

The Creator has bestowed on me the nine

treasures, and all the charisms,

No lack do I suffer now.

Enjoying His largesse, bliss have I attained,
Ever-expanding is the Lord’s bounty.

HIT & arafd AW ¥81ewr

gfg ay aarefE wrfewr ani )
war - 783
Guru Arjan Dev Ji directed that during
daytime the Holy Granth should remain in
the Harimandar and by night, after the Sohila
was read, it should be taken to the room he
had built for himself in Guru-ka-Mahal. As
evening advanced by two watches, Bhai
Buddha recited the Sohila and made the
concluding ardas or supplication. The
Granth Sahib was closed and wrapped in
silks. Bhai Buddha held it on his head and
marched towards the chamber indicated by
Guru Arjan. The Guru led the sangat
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singing hymns. The Granth Sahib was
placed on the appointed seat, and the Guru
slept on the ground by its side. Daily in the
small hours of the morning as the stars
twinkle in the pool below, the Holy Granth
is taken out in state to the Harimandar and
brought by night to rest - now, in a room
at the Akal Takht. The practice continues to
this day. But the volume is not the same.
That original copy was taken to Kartarpur
when Guru Arjan’s successor, Guru
Hargobind, left Amritsar in 1634. There it
passed into the possession of his grandson,
Dhir Mall. It has since remained in that
family.

In the Sikh system, the word Guru is
used only for the ten prophet-preceptors,
Guru Nanak to Guru Gobind Singh, and for
none other. Now this office of Guru is
fulfilled by the Guru Granth Sahib, the
Sacred Granth, which was so apotheosized
by the last Guru, Guru Gobind Singh,
before he passed away in 1708. No living
person, however holy or revered, can have
the title or status of Guru. For Sikhs, Guru
is the holy teacher, the prophet under direct
commission from God - the Ten who have
been and the Guru Granth Sahib which is
their continuing visible manifestation.

Guru Gobind Singh manifested the
Khalsa in 1699. In 1708, he supplied another
permanent and final feature in the evolution
of the Sikh faith when he installed the Holy
Scripture as Guru. This is how the Bhatt
Vahi Talauda Parganah Jind describes the
event :

Guru Gobind Singh mahal dasman beta
Guru Tegh Bahadur ka pota Guru Hargobind Ji
ka parpota Guru Arjan Ji ka bans Guru Ram
Das i ki Surajbansi Gosal gotra Sodhi Khatri
basi Anandpur parganah Kahlur mugam Nander

tat Godavari des dakkhan sammat satran sai
painsath kartik mas ki chauth shukla pakkhe
budhvar ke dihun Bhai Daya Singh se bachan
hoya Sri Granth Sahib lai ao bachan pai Daya
Singh Sri Granth Sahib lai aye gquru ji ne panch
paise narial age bheta rakha matha teka sarbatt
sangat se kaha mera hukam hai meri jagah Sri
Granth Ji ko janana jo sikh janega tis ki ghal
thaen paegi quru tis ki bahuri karega sat kar
manana.

Guru Gobind Singh, the Tenth Master,
son of Guru Tegh Bahadur, grandson of
Guru Hargobind, great-grandson of Guru
Arjan, of the family of Guru Ram Das,
Surajbansi Gosal clan, Sodhi Khatri, resident
of Anandpur, parganah Kahlur, now at
Nanded, on the Godavari bank in the
Deccan, asked Bhai Daya Singh, on
Wednesday, shukla chauth of the month of
Kartik, 1765 Bk (6 October 1708), to fetch
the Sri Granth Sahib. The Guru placed
before it five pice and a coconut and bowed
his head before it. He said to the sangat, “It
is my commandment: Own Sri Granthji in
my place. He who so acknowledges it will
obtain his reward. The Guru will rescue
him. Know this as the truth. According to
Giani Garja Singh, who discovered this
entry, the author was Narbud Singh Bhatt,
who was with Guru Gobind Singh at
nanded at that time.

Bhat Vahis are a new source of
information discovered by Giani Garja
Singh (1904-77), a dogged searcher for
materials on Sikh history. The Bhatts were
hereditary panegyrists, genealogists or
family bards. (A group of them were
introduced to Guru Arjan by Bhatt Bhikkha,
who himself had become a disciple in the
time of Guru Amar Das. According to Bhai
Gurdas, Var XI. 21, and Bhai Mani Singh
Sikhan di Bhagat Mala, he had earlier
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visited Guru Arjan with the sangat of
Sultanpur Lodhi). Those of them who came
into the Sikh fold composed hymns in
honour of the Gurus which were entered in
the Guru Granth Sahib by Guru Arjan.

These Bhatts also recorded events of
the lives of the Gurus and of the members
of their families in their scrolls called vabhis.
Some of these vahis are preserved to this
day in the families, especially at the village
of Karsindhu, in Jind diestrict of Haryana.
The script in which they are written is called
Bhataksri - a kind of family code like lande
and mahajani. The only known scholar to
have worked with these materials was Gian
Garja Singh.

Several other old Sikh documents also
attest the fact of succession having been
passed on by Guru Gobind Singh to the
Guru Granth Sahib. For instance, the
Rahitnama by Bhai Nand Lal, one of Guru
Gobind Singh’s disciples remembered to
this day for his elegant Persian poetry in
honour of the Gurus. In his Rahitnama, or
code of conduct, Bhai Nand Lal, who was
at Nanded in the camp of Emperor
Bahadur Shah as one of his ministers at the
time of Guru Gobind Singh’s passing away,
thus records his last words in his Punjabi
verse :

He who would wish to see the Guru,

Let him come and see the Granth.

He who would wish to speak with him,

Let him read and reflect upon what says the
Granth.

He who would wish to hear his word,

He should with all his heart read the
Granth, or listen to the Granth being read.

Another of Guru Gobind Singh’s
disciples and associates, Bhai Prahlad Singh,
records in his Rahitnama, the Guru’s
commandment :

By the word of the Timeless One,

Has the Khalsa been manifested.

This is my commandment for all of my

Sikhs :

You will acknowledge Granth as the Guru.
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In Gurbilas Patshahi 10 (author Kuir

Singh; the year of writing 1751), Guru
Gobind Singh is quoted as saying :

This is no more the age for a personal Guru

to be anointed

I shall not place the mark on anyone’s

forehead.

All sangat is owned as Khalsa now, under

the shelter of the Almighty Himself,

They are now to the Word attached.

He who believes is the Sikh par excellence.

On the Guru Granth Should he put his

reliance,

To none else should he direct his adoration.

All his wishes the Guru will bring to

fulfilment,

This he should believe,

Casting away all dubiety.

Another authority that may relevantly
be quoted is Devaraja Sharma’s
Nanakacandrodayamahakavyam, an old
Sanskrit manuscript which has recently been
published by Sanskrit University, Varanasi.
It records Guru Gobind Singh’s
proclamation that the Scripture would be
the Guru after him. “While the Master lay
on his deathbed, Nand Lal (?) came forward
and asked the following question : “Who
shall be the object of our discourses?” The
Master replied, “The Granth, which itself is
the doctrine of the Guru, shall be your
teacher. This is what you should see; this
is what you should honour; this is what
should be the object of your discourses.”

(Courtesy : The Encyclopedia of Sikhism)
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