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Significance of Baisakhi

The genesis of Baisakhi celebration can
be traced back to Guru Nanak's times.
Some historian record birthday of Guru
Nanak Dev Ji on Baisakhi of 1469 and not
in the month of Kartik as is being
celebrated now. Guru Amar Das Ji, the third
Guru had got a Baoli (well with steps) dug
for the welfare and good of the people to
save them from the terrible and baneful
effects of Kaliyuga. It was on a Baisakhi
day that the well had penetrated the hard
rock and water gushed forth from it. Water
is the basic source of life for all the world.
One can survive without food for a
considerable time but without water one
can hardly survive even for a few hours.
Just as only by quenching the thirst with
water the agony of thirsty person can be
removed, similarly the distress of suffering
humanity of Kaliyug was amelorated and
lessened on the Baisakhi Day by this act of
kindness. The rock in the Baoli was
penetrated, the water gushed up and rose
higher. People washed and laved
themselves with it imbibing a great sense of
relief and comfort.

On this very day of Baisakhi Guru Hari
Krishan Ji Maharaj has pointed out that
'‘Baba is at Bakala' and has ordained the
Sikh sangat to locate Guru Tegh Bahadur,
the new Guru at Bakala. It is because of
these reasons that the day of Baisakhi has
ever been a day of blessings. If we could
call this day of Baisakhi as the day of
human awakening it will not be an
exaggeration. Undoubtedly the day seems to

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

be a day of man's spiritual Renaissance
because on this very Baisakhi day a great
epoch making and world shaking miracle
happened.

A great and solemn gathering of Sikhs
was proclaimed to be held on the last day
of the month of chet (March 1699).
Messengers and couriers were despatched
with the text of proclamation to all the
members of Sikh sangat. While addressing
the huge congregation the Guru Gobind
Singh Ji said 'It was on such a Baisakhi day
that Guru Nanak took the first spiritual step
for the emancipation of man. On such a
Baisakhi day the waters of the sacred Baoli
at Goindwal gushed forth. It was on a
Baisakhi day that Guru Hari Krishan Ji
beckoned the Sikhs to locate Guru Tegh
Bahadur at Bakala. Today is the last day of
the month, one day before the Baisakhi,
tomorrow on the day of Baisakhi we have
to and we will create a New Man."

On that historic Basakhi of 1699, Guru
Maharaj dwelt upon the religio-political
ignorance and the murky haze clouding the
minds of people. Then suddenly without
any prior warning he stunned the gathering
by demanding a head to be offered in
sacrifice to the goddess of freedom. He
said, "If there be any beloved devotee of the
Guru who has overcome the illusion of the
'superimposed' bodily existence as reality
and by understanding the identity of the
'self' has acquired the 'Vision Beatific', let
him come forward and offer his head as an

oblation to freedom. The startled gathering
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assailed by all kinds of doubts, misgivings
and conjectures was dumbfounded.
However, one great and wise beloved Sikh
of the Guru from Lahore, named Daya Ram
got up from the bewildered congregation to
offer himself for the sacrifice. Imbued with
a sense of great elation and elan he said,
"My Lord, I do not have anything which I
can call 'mine' in 'me’', on the basis of which
I can say I offer my head to you. By your
grace and kindness the 'I' in me is
completely erased, whatever 'is', is yours,
then, how can I say that 'l am offering 'my’
head." According to the Gursikh way of life
the highest attainment is the realisation of
the Name of the Supreme Self - The Nam.
The invaluable Nam whose value and worth
is beyond human reckoning, about which
the Guru says -

The Master's Name is invaluable. None

knows its worth.

Who have good luck recorded on their brow,
they, O Nanak! enjoy God's love.

ATEl 3T MH& &M & a&t Aree
fAaT gaT HEla B &7ad afg @ Hee il
Mar - 81
But to attain this exalted state one has
to barter ones heart, rather the whole being
in exchange to the Guru. The subjective
awareness of the 'Iness' is to be completely
eliminated, and changed into a feeling of
complete non-existence. Because man's
perception of the empirical 'I' is the greatest
obstacle obstructing the realisation of
ultimate union. This obstruction is called
(Haumein) the ego. This is not to be
confused with a sense of pride of anything
but is a subtle awareness of the perception
that 'I-am' and the feeling of 'my' and 'mine’,
the natural concomitant of the 'I'. This
congruent fusion of 'I' and 'mine' could be
called an ego. This is a 'huge and

formidable wall which entraps the human
being and isolates and alienates his reason
and intellect. In the course of time this
feeling becomes so firm and strong that
even the cycle of millions of births and
deaths is unable to break the superimposed
identity of the 'I' on the empirical self
(body). Just as in the darkness the false
attribution of a rope to the snake is
confirmed, the illusion of wrong
supposition can not be eliminated till one
is able to determine the reality with one's
own eyes in the light of the day. Until he
has satisfied himself that it is a rope he
continues to accept the rope as a snake.
Ignorance is regarded as a dense darkness
in which the apparent appearances of the
objects and things do not appear in their
real state. One can only guess and make
conjecture's about them untill one could see
the reality in broad day light. As Guru
Maharaj avers in this respect -

The bride and the Groom dwell together, but

in-between them is the hard wall of ego.

The Perfect Guru has demolished the wall of

ego and slave Nanak has met his God, the
Lord of woods.

gx fug ar feq gt Afar emwr fefg a@h 3ifs
Faratil
gia Yo T84 sifs 39t A5 575d fd az=atll
MaT - 1263
It is only within the power of the
perfect Guru to shatter this tough wall, man
is but absolutely impotent and helpless
against it, like a child who wants to lift a
heavy one ton weight. But if he uses the
pulley-system the child can lift the weight
easily if he so desires. Similarly by
accepting the teachings of the Guru as
Gospel Truth and through them by
destroying one's assumed being and
identity completely, one can realize very
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clearly and distinctly that there is nothing
in this world which can be called T'. When
'T" is not there then how can there be 'mine'?
Therefore, the Perfect Guru by taking pity
on the individual (life monad) emancipates
him from the false world of appearances
and makes him aware of what he 'is' in
reality.

Bhai Daya Ram, the perfect Braham
Giani, the adept Raj Yogi, the accomplished
Bhakat Yogi, with a consummate command
of spiritual practices, was an epitome of self
effacing humility of the one who can
sacrifice everything at the lotus feet of the
Guru. Bhai Daya Ram while offering his
head said in all humility.

Kabir, nothing is mine within me. Whatever
there is, that is Thine, O Lord.

If I surrender unto Thee, what is Thine, what
does it cost me?

Fglg Har ¥y HiT fas sat 7 fag § 7 3Tl
397 35 &8 AQUS fam™ B ATl
Mdr - 1375
After accepting one head, the Guru
flourished his blood smeared sword again
and demanded another head. The
enlightened perfect Sikh Bhai Dharam Das
came forward, and then Bhai Himmat Rai
the third one, the fourth one was Bhai
Mohkam Chand, the fifth and last one was
Bhai Sahib Singh, all the five came turn by
turn and offered their heads to be sacrificed.
They belonged to the various parts of India,
and as devotees of Guru had come to
Anandpur Sahib to participate in the
Baisakhi festival and to listen to the
spiritual discourses of the Gurus, trudging
hundred of miles almost for months
together. Bhai Daya Ram Ji came from
Lahore, Bhai Dharam Das from Hastinapur,
Bhai Himmat Rai a cook from Jagan Nath
Puri, and Bhai Mohkam Chand a tailor

from Dwarka, and Bhai Sahib Chand was
from Andhra Pradesh who was the fifth to
respond to the Guru's call.

In times of yore whenever such an
extraordinary and amazing feat was to be
performed or accomplished the Rishis and
Munis would perform a yagna and with the
incantatory powers of their potent Mantras
conjured up some brutal, ruthless and
unearthly powers, who were more often
very merciless and inhuman and fortunately
were short lived. It is said that the Agnikul
Rajputs emerged from the Agnikund (fire pit).
It was an extraordinary situation and a very
unusual and unique phenomenon for the
Guru. He was not interested in merely
creating and marshalling supernatural forces
out of fire pits. The objective before him was
to create and bring into being such an ideal
human being who is enlightened, thoughtful
and is willing to die for the good of all. To
create a new man who could rise above his
own selfish interests and could fight and die
for the rights and interests of others. Who
could wield his sword like the scalpel of a
surgeon in the operation-theatre of a
hospital. Who is afraid of none and frightens
none who is impartial and non partisan. A
perfect saint, a man of discipline, a picture
of moderation and sobriety, selfless and self
sacrificing, perfectly rational and wise. With
an inclination to clasp all and sundry good
and bad with love in his arms.

All the yagnas and wise men of ancient
times could not bring into being such a
wondrous and unique creation, such a
perfect ideal human being. Such was the
new creation, 'The Khalsa', created by the
Tenth Master. The divine conjunction of the
radiant enlightenment, the loving
benevolence of Guru's Word, the Gurbani,
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combined with the righteous, solemn
goddess like power of the holy sword,
created it. It was the first experiment of
such a spiritual magnitude in human
engineering. From the fire pits (havan kund)
very fiery and violent forces were
unleashed, which were thoughtless, pitiless
and were more often very irrational without
reason and understanding, lacking the love
for the divine and godly and without an
urge for the final union with God, the
mindless and insensible powers. But as
opposed to this Guru Maharaj, the Tenth
Master revealed to the world the manifest
form of the Almighty Lord, in the tangible
human frame of the five who have effaced
their personality, the superimposed ego of
corporeal existence, who were ready and
keen to offer their heads to the Guru.
Instead of summoning the powers of fire
Guru Gobind Singh Ji invoked the spiritual
power of the Word and the palpable
physical powers of the sword, and then
consecrated it with the life giving water to
create a New Man.

The cool serenity of the water, the
mellow sweetness of the Nam and the evil-
destroying power of the sword was blended
with the honeyed sweetness of the sugar-
puffs (U3™) (which Mata Jito Ji had put in
the water at the time of preparation of
initiatory Amrit), to prepare this Elixir of
life. All the residual proclivities of the past,
accumulated Karmic impressions, pertaining
to birth, caste and place of these five Guru
Sikhs were erased and washed off, and a
new life was instilled into each of them
with five sips of the potent Pahul (Elixir of
life), five handfuls were poured on their
heads, eyes sprinkled and rinsed with it.
Thus were they blessed with stable and
unwavering insight of the spiritual

knowledge, the gnosis, (Braham Gian).
According to Gurbani Braham Giani is
almost God incarnate.
The great god, Shiva, searches for the man,
who knows God.

Nanak, the Brahm-gyani, is Himself the
Exalted Lord.

gan farwat a8 gafa Hamga il
378 gaH farrast Wy yaHEa Il Mar - 273
Now the five Beloved Ones (UA funmd)
were god like humans, the divine in the
human form, God incarnate. To talk of them
severally as separate individuals is to deny
them their divinity. Whereas the reality is
that this collective unity of the five is the
embodiment of the divine in the human
form as a God in Person. Manifest in them
He was visible distinctly both within and
without. Separately they are the individual
members of the Khalsa brotherhood, as
enlightened kindred souls, which in itself is
a very lofty and exalted spiritual status just
as Gurbani says -
He who knows the spiritual bliss
He is the pure heavenly Khalsa.
Between God, myself and him
There is not even a grain of difference.
HTIH TR fAT Araat, B § 4EH €<
Y3 HIT, § HIT, A HIT §8a 5795 F<iI
A9Y BT 99 &
But collectively they are the divinity
incarnate. It was this synergic divine
collectivity of the five, before which Guru
Gobind Singh Ji bowed in reverence. And
with folded hands in supplication begged
from them the boon of the initiatory Amrit,
'My Lord, do not deprive me of this boon
of Amrit, let me also partake of it." Exactly
the way he administered the holy Amrit to
the five exalted ones, he too received the
same in a similar manner from them. This
way he was united with them intertwined
like warp with weft. The Guru visible in
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the five and the five merged in the Guru,
like the waves on the surface of water rising
and falling and then merging again in the
water. From water they emerge and with
water they merge, the spirit of the water
permeating both. As is mentioned in Suraj
Parkash -

Waheguru's Khalsa is par excellence superb

Blessed he is with the victory bestowed by

God.

Divine, kingly and superhuman is this

immortal panth

The gap between the Hindus and Muslims it

fills

To remove the warring of Hindus and

Muslims.

To establish Dharma and destroy the sin

And to adore the Guru a new tradition has

been started.

Sfugrg At & FT EBAT AT AT,
efaqg At at s &3 § g87Et 31
ulg UTIETT JIHIT 7 MHT UG,
Re fa goa ¢ at as & et 31
gdH AGYY &, 4YYs & Yy ,
Jg Avg &, el 317 g g87Et I/
At @IT Y3V FIA dfq
Addressing them Guru Ji said, "Khalsa
Ji, you and God Almighty are now merged
into one unity. There is no difference
between the Guru and Almighty God.
Wealth, rank, religion and political ministry,
skilful dexterity, resourcefulness, wisdom,
charity and mastery over weapons all will
be your willing slaves. The Guru, while
thinking of the Grace of God on this
occasion expresses his gratitude thus -

By the order of the eternal Supreme God
Came the revelatory wisdom

Then I created this

The perfect manly Khalsa.

g 99 HI& & JaH A&, Gufa& fafamrar|
I9 AIA Jfg6 YBAT 9T HIesT/
gEl gIgeH Al, 9 41/16

This initiatory ceremony of the Pahul

was given the name of Amrit. This by the
Grace of God and Guru Ji Maharaj is the
means to reveal and access the fountain
head of spiritual power, hitherto hidden
and withheld from the world at large.

There is a saying that Rishis, Munis,
gods, goddesses, the Arifs, the enlightened
seers and wise men were aware of this fact
that there is some liquid, the drink of gods,
the water of life (Elixir) which has the
power to liberate the human beings from
the clutches of Time and Fate. This is
known as 'Abihayat', the Persian phrase
means the bestower of life. Semetic
religious tradition accepts the existence of
such a water, which has the power to make
men immortal.

In the Indian ancient thought the word
having the same meaning is 'Amrit', which
the gods and demons had obtained by
churning the ocean along with other thirteen
precious finds. Many physicians and
Ayurvedic experts claim and believe that
waters of certain springs have curative
medicinal properties. In a metaphoric
language such waters are called 'Abi-hayat'
or 'Amrit'. Inspite of this assertion some
credulous men of faith still firmly believe
in the existence of such miraculous waters.
Muslim tradition believes that the spring of
'Abihayat' is hidden in complete darkness.
That Khwaja Khizar who had savoured this
water and had become immortal is
gaurding the spring. It is said according to
the ancient historians of Islam that Khizar
was the minister of Zalkarnal or Alexander.
He was successful in tracing and locating
the spring of 'Abi hayat', while Alexander
the king of Macedonia who was also
searching for the well was unsuccessful.
The basis of this story is a Greek legend. It
is a story related to Alexander according to
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which his cook had found the spring
accidentally. One day when he tried to
wash the salted fish in the waters of a
spring, he was astonished to find that the
fish had regained its life and was alive and
it slipped from his hands into the spring.
Then he also drank a few sips of water and
became immortal for all times to come.
Alexander tried his best to find the spring
but could not find it. Out of sheer jealousy
he threw Idris, the cook, into the sea. Idris
became the immortal god of the sea. This
is the original story which began from Syria
and ultimately reached Arabia. In the Holy
Quran as well there is a brief allusion to
the tale. (Sura 18 - Aait 59-63). Looked from
a philosophic point of view 'Abehayat' the
water of life is a simple way of articulating
man's quest and longing for immortality,
which his imagination has conceived like
the idea of a philosopher's stone and
necromantic alchemy.'

Guru Maharaj did not hide this
phenomenon. There was nothing
clandestine, secret and esoteric about it.
Pointing the significance of Amrit he said,
"Beloved ones, Amrit is that boon which
you can obtain only from the Guru, none
else possesses the treasured store, of this
spiritual substance called Amrit. Amrit is
infact the Name Divine of Lord Almighty,
which has the power to revive those
benumbed and stupefied by their ego. It
eliminates the poisonous effects of the
human ego and the human being is able to
renounce the egoistic feeling of mundane
existence, obtain salvation (Nirvan) and
become immortal forever. Guru Ji says -

Nectar is the Name of the Lord God, O my
soul. By Guru's instruction the Name-Nectar

is attained.
Poisonous is the pride of worldly valuables,

O my soul. Through the God's Name-
Nectar this poison is eliminated.

IH |l
Bfa 7€ a il war - 538
The taste and flavor of Amrit cannot be

guessed unless you savour and experience it
yourself. One who relishes it once becomes
selfless by offering himself completely at the
lotus feet of the Guru. By the Grace and
compassion of the Guru he receives the
Divine Word from the Guru and attains the
state of immortality. As Gurbani points out -

Without tasting, no one enjoys the Name's

relish.

By the Guru's instruction, one indrinks the

Lord's Nectar.

In-drinking Nectar, the mortal acquires an

immortal status and Nectar he enjoys
through the Guru's gospel.

fes g9 e @R & wifewri

Jg a mafe »h(z ubwtenri

MHZ Ut mHaT ye I8

g & Aafe g I JI »ar - 1056

How to imbibe it and relish it is also

explained by Guru Ji Maharaj. After
receiving the potent power and the
enlightenment from the five Beloved Ones,
one has to make use of one's tongue to
drink this immortal medicine which has the
power to remove all darkness from the
mind. Man's heart is brimful with Amrit.
Like a girl drawing water from the well
with the help of a rope and a bucket, the
spiritual seeker too with the help of his
tongue reciting 'Waheguru', 'Waheguru'
draws Amrit from deep within his heart and
gets ecstatically intoxicated with it.

The tongue tastes the Lord's essence, the

heart is drenched with Lord's love and the

mortal meditates on the True Name.
The heart well is brimming with the Lord's
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ambrosia and through the Name's

meditation; the water-carrier draws and

drinks it.

graT afg uld 39 A Are mafe gterati

W3fg yaer whffs sfgwmr rge afe ubd

ufsarat i war - 570

Guru Ji declared that all the gods,

rishis and munis were in search of 'Amrit'
but could not succeed because they were
not destined to do so. When they drank
'Amrit' obtained after churning the ocean
what they drank was only a material
substance, not the spiritual essence. This
'Amrit' which Guru Ji gave the Sikhs to
imbibe is also obtained by churning the
ocean within, the churning appliance is
placed in the mind (consciousness) of man
and the two powerful forces working and
pulling the churning ropes are busy and
active since times immemorial. One is the
godly tradition and the other is the demonic
tradition. The former attracts you towards
life of virtue where the latter pushes you
towards evil and vices. The demonic
tradition pushes you hard towards the
infernal world of evil where lust, wrath,
envy, backbiting, slander, deceit are
reigning supreme. On the other side ranged
against them are the forces of heaven where
truth, compassion contentment, forgiveness,
modesty, nobility, charity, purity,
forbearance are to the fore. This churning of
mind and spirit within is done in a very
serene and tranquil manner. Just as by
steadily churning the milk we get butter,
similarly by plying the churner of Nam we
get the refined spiritual quintessence. Amrit
is that state of super consciousness, that
lasting inebriation which when experienced,
makes you forget everything else except the
pervasive living presence of God. Guru
Maharaj says in this regard -

The angelic persons and the silent sages

search for the Divine Nectar. That Nectar 1
have obtained from the Guru.
He, to whom the Guru shows mercy, obtains
the Nectar and keeps the True Lord enshrined
in his mind.
gfg 59 HI& A& MHF A€ F "HIT TT 3
yrfen i
e W[z aifg fqur aist rer HﬁS‘né'H"fEDH"’II
Mar - 918
When the enlightened Gursikhs gather
together to sing the praises of the Lord, this
divine gift of Amrit - the Gurus Word, the
Gurbani with full concentration and deep
faith, then the Lord's casement within the
mind opens and this boon is bestowed on
the devotees, who if once imbibe its
sublimating intoxication are transported with
joy forever. Guru Maharaj further says in this
connection -

In the fourth watch of the early morn,
yearning arises in the mind of the men of
exalted understanding.
They have friendship with the streams, and
in their mind and mouth is the True Name.
There ambrosia is distributed and the
fortunate recieve Name's gift.
The body is assayed like gold and takes on
the colour of spiritual progress.
988 vafg rgrg & gafsyr Qud g€l
f3aT @atwrer MG Er3t His Wiy reT 576 11
64 #ffig b aant Jfe ume i
dga aifewr auid €31 g3 g7 U
war - 146
All the poisonous grime is washed
clean by bathing in the pool of Amrit
(Amritsar). Gurbani, the word of the Guru
is the pool, Guru's own pool, the water in
this pool is that of Nam, the divine Word.

O man, serve thou the True Guru, the
Unfathomable ocean and thou shalt obtain
the profit of the wealth of the Name jewel.
Meeting with the Guru, the ocean of
contentment and bathing in the tank of the
Name-Nectar, the sin's filth is washed off.

AT Af3drg AHE »aari yregd 3 335 T35
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Therefore, it is obvious now that the
means to reach the door of salvation is
through inculcating Nam-Amrit only.

The Name of God, the Immaculate

Nectareous water, is the best medicine in

the world.

Says slave Bhikhan, by Guru's grace, 1 have

obtained the door of salvation.

gfg ar 30 M3 A% fsons feg w@yg Afar

H™ar il

gT yarte a9 A5 s UT€ Kd eHaTl]
ar - 659

Therefore, the false notion of primacy
of body in life and the superimposed
illusion of ego of those were destroyed who
had imbibed the elixir (Pahul) of the divine
Name. They were able to perceive their self
identity and understand what they 'are' and
discover the source of the latent spiritual
power, hidden within them. It is to such
people who had savoured such an elixir of
life (Amrit) that the Guru gave the name of
The Khalsa. The Khalsa is immortal, the
perfect true Guru, the epitome and image
of his Guru, and is the Supreme Self
himself. Khalsa is in itself an eminent
position and a lofty station and an exalted
state, within whom burns the light with the
power to remove all the gloom and
darkness of ignorance.

Guru Ji has very aptly described the Khalsa
thus -

Day and Night he contemplates

The vital dynamic Divine light;

Other than Him no thought stray

Does his mind ever admit;

Steady in his devotion, firm of Faith

Fasts, graves, crematories monastic
seclusion

Even by oversight he never tolerates;

Pilgrimage, charity and ritual compassion

Penitential abstinence and self mortification

Such hypocrisy he always shuns

Since his faith is firmly anchored in The

One.

When his heart is illumined with the Name

Then regard my Khalsa as pure unalloyed.

mal?#fynz?ﬁrnwa’, 8T fG3T HE 3T &

sl

YI& Q0 YIIF AR, §F §id HIT He IF & WS Il

Sleg e& efen™ 3u A, 8q faaT afg &q

ysTs |l

Ygx A3 Ad wWe K, 3T HBH ITT SHBH

7511 s ERsfs

An act so great and momentous that it

brought the celestial blissful ambience of
the Age of Truth (Satyayug) to transform the
gloomy atmosphere of the Dark Age (The
Kaliyug). Such an exalted being the Khalsa
was created whose heart is ever
reverberating with this heavenly lay -

May thy Name preached by Nanak prevail

and exalt the spirit

May thy will be done for the good of all.

373d &H gFel a8, 39 & AIET T IHT/

Khalsa is enlightened and wise without

the vile veneer of Maya on him. In his
Khalsa-Being the divine light is luminous
burning bright. He perceives the presence of
all pervasive divine in every aspect of life
and all living or inanimate objects, such as
mountains, the earth, the water. He is
completely identified and in tune with the
Supreme Self. He is not separate from
Almighty God, and God too is not separate
from him. He and God are not two separate
entities, but the two names of the same one
realself. Whether you call it Waheguru or
Khalsa it is immaterial and makes no
difference. This certainly was a unique
event, a miracle and a very extraordinary
phenomenon, which gave this refractory
world a new direction exhorting them that
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the world neither needs the nuclear
weapons nor other terrible means of
destruction, should just adopt and imbibe
the Khalsa Ideals and the whole world will
be transformed into one fraternity and all
will become one, the part of the same
divine light. Then we will learn this lesson
of the Gurbani.

All are called partners in Thy grace. Thou

art seen alien to none.

A8 ArEieTs mefefs

g faf & fenfq gaar A6 I war - 97

This world will become the common

heritage of all, a common house for one and
all, wherein live all friends and well-
wishers. All the wealth and all its resources
are the common possession of all. The
dominance of one man, one nation, one
country over others is nothing but an
anarchic and sinister idea, the product of
dark minds. We did not create this earth, it
was created by Him who is the Lord of the
elixir of life (Amrit). All the resources of the
earth he bestowed on all and every one in
a collective sense. He has given us the
enlightenment, knowledge and the ideals of
Amrit (the ambrosial bliss) by obtaining and
acquiring which all the mutual rancour and
animosity will come to an end permanently.
Such a vision of life, a positive, inclusive,
comprehensive concept is emerging which
teaches us to transcend the limitations of
the selfish circumscribed self and to keep in
mind the common good of all, inspires us
to willingly sacrifice, everything of our own
including our pleasures, home and family
to protect and safeguard the rights of others.

Try to understand what is Amrit and
what is its import. In 1699 a miracle
happened. No other valiant soldier has been
able to show such a miracle, because the
Eternal God has Himself ordained and has

exhorted the Tenth Master thus -

I have given you the honour of being my

son

To extend the Panth are you created

Go unto the world and start the way of

Dharma

Stop the people from being prey to the moral

depravity.

" wmydT g3 Ffg feeAr ¥’ ygg 33§ a6

HHT]

AIT IIT F goy THTEI YT a95 I B JME/

ST YTd Il FUET I
Amrit has the power to cure the human

mind of all evil and depravity. Amrit is
holy and divine and in its own right is
supreme. Because as God is called Timeless
one, it is beyond the destructive ambit of
time. Therefore any living being which
comes in contact with the 'Amrit' is
sublimated and exalted from the mortal
ambit to the timeless sphere of immortality.
Amrit is not the exclusive property of any
specific community or religious leader. Its
vessels are full to the brim but
unfortunately the people at large have
forsaken the immortalising elixir of life in
tavour of the worldly pleasures and are
wasting their time in these useless pursuits.
Guru Ji says the Amrit, the ambrosial drink
of life is being neglected and forsaken and
is being pillaged and swindled.

The mind is brimful with Nectar, but the

perverse know not its relish,

Just as the deer knows not its own musk

and wanders about guiled by doubt,

So an apostate abandons ambrosia and

amasses poison. The Creator Himself has

infatuted him.

w3 at wfg #fHg Fqyg § HEWYT A/g &

urtfen il

A€ angat fiigqr & AE FHeT FIHT FETEHTII

Wz 3 fay Ha[d a9 Hs gwfemTi
WHar - 644
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Within this body dwell the five thieves,
lust, wrath, avarice, attachment and pride.
They plunder Nectar. The apostate knows it
not and none hears the complaint.
feg €atl wefg v'g g9 eAfd a4 g9 8F HT
gl
g BefT HaWY &d1 g8fT dfe & §& yamaril
war - 600
You are going to celebrate the occasion
with great joy and religious fervour. But
please remember that happiness is an inner
feeling of the heart within, it does not come
from without. Your heart is a store-house of
happiness.

Try to understand that the stream of
Amrit bliss which Guru Ji revealed to us for
the good of humanity is meant to create
perpetual peace and spiritual enlightenment
in the world. We pray to Almighty God for
his kind grace so that we should also be
blessed with the radiant consciousness of
Amrit and are thus imbued with the feeling
and determination to pay the required price
to obtain the boon of Amrit. The main
source of man's contention and fight is the
internecine quarrel between 'I' and 'you'.
But when through this divine intercession of
Holy Amrit the 'T' is completely obliterated
then only 'you' will remain, 'you' in
perpetuity. When we become aware of it
only then we will be able to understand the
significance of the message of the Tenth
Master.

Therefore do celebrate the Baisakhi
with all the joy and fervour but remember
that our aim to come into this world is to
seek 'Amrit' by savouring which we can
overcome the transmigrating cycle of birth
and death and attain the ultimate state of
Nirvan.

The institution of Atam Marg prays to
Almighty God to grant us the good sense

to understand apprehend and appreciate the
significance of Amrit and we also pray that
the whole world realises its imperative
necessity and indispensability. Only then
the celebration of Baisakhi will be regarded
as a meaningful and worthwhile effort.
Guru Ji made 'The Khalsa' in his own
image and asserted that he himself abides
in 'The Khalsa' and that as long as Khalsa
maintains its uniqueness he will bestow all
the glory and eminence he possesses. Only
when the wavering faith, doubt fraud
pretence and sham assail it, only then the
Khalsa will lose the trust of the Guru. As
He says -

Khalsa is the army of the Eternal Lord

Born out of the joy of the Supreme One

As long as the Khalsa retains its identity

distinctive

I bestow all my sovereign majesty on it.

But when it adopts the contrary perverse

practices

Then do I stop having faith and trust in it.

HBHT W Yy b A1l

yaifes AT YH'IH at Hi ll

A9 BT WBAT I [EnraTil

¥ &ar 37 €18 W Aa il

79 feg arg faugs at alz i

W& ad fex at ysizi A9Y &7 dig

In the pervasive gloom and darkness of

Kaliyuga the Khalsa emerged as a luminous
ideal, we should try to perceive and
identify that ideal. Let us not waste our
energies in futile rancour and animosity.
Individual human beings in their diversity
are the several manifest projections of the
same divine light, therefore try to
understand and recognise yourself and
know what you are. Let Almighty God be
kind enough to give us the sense and light
so that we are able to live and project this
instruction of the Guru -
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O my mind, he who has dispelled his doubt,
and realised the Lord to be amongst all, in
his thought none is gone astray. Pause
H& HT [A1& myaT 39y areamil
fom & 3¢ dfe & 387 fls AIS qIy BT
»ar - 610
Do not blame others, do not call others
bad, and do not criticise and malign others,
try to understand what is the message of
the Gurbani.

Kabir, I am the worst of all; except me,
everyone else is good.
Whosoever realises thus, he alone is my
friend.
glg A7 3 a1 §§ TN 3fT I8 AT dfell
fafs wnar afg gfowr Wiz awar Afel

War - 1364
I am not good and no one is bad.
gy &4t da1 gar a9t dfell war - 728

In the end this is our prayer that God
Almighty should shower his kindness on
this world so that all the nuclear and other
destructive horrible weapons are eliminated
from the world, and the divisive
geographical boundaries of this world
vanish and disappear. Man is one, do not
divide it, because man is created in the true
image of God. Hatred, and enmity always
create pain and misery, it is not the ideal
of the Gurus.

He has no pain, but all-comforts and with

his eyes, he sees only the One Lord.

For him no one is evil, but everyone is good.

There is no defeat for him, but victory all

through.

gy 391 77 gy at § § &3 &at 33

gor 39t AF 8T g § § g9 391 AT AT
war - 1302

Last of all we pray that God almighty
should be kind to all, do good to all. Guru
Ji has proclaimed for you 'O Khalsa! respect
and revere the Mandir, and love the Masjid.

Those who gather there worship me do not
regard them as strangers and foes. In the
Gurdwaras too my glory shines forth
resplendent. Remember I did proclaim this-

The temple and the mosque are the same;
The Hindu worship and the Musalman
prayer are the same; all men are the same; it
is through error they appear different.
Deities, demons, Yakshas, heavenly singers,
Musalmans, and Hindus adopt the
customary dress of their different countries.
All men have the same eyes, the same ears,
the same body, the same constitution, a
compound of earth, air, fire and water.
Allah and Abhekh are the same, the Purans
and the Quran are the same; they are all
alike;

It is the one God who created all.

&g9™ HAF Ael yAaT  foew GEl

HSH A8 8 U maa & yge I

83" meT A& digg I9a g
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I am the same in all ages and places
perhaps you had forgotten it. If you want
to celebrate the tercentenary then
remember-

Some are clean shaven Sanyasi, and some an
Yogis.

Some are abstinent students, some practise
celebacy.

Some are Hindus and some Muslims

Some Rafzi Shias and some Imam Shahi
Sunis

All are but human beings regard them as
one.

The benevolent creature is the same

Same the Compassionate Sustainer too.
There is no difference all is the error and
illusion of mind.

(... continued on page 81)
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The Khalsa - The Ideal man

Our very sincere and hearty
felicitations to all the readers and the
humanity at large on the celebrations of the
birth of Khalsa. We congratulate the readers
for their abiding faith and firm attachment
to the Guru-ideals. To the humanity at large
we congratulate because Gurus and their
noble deeds belong to them and are meant
for them. They are not meant for a specific
region or community. The ideals and tenets
of spiritualism and universal brotherhood
of man as preached and propagated by
Guru Nanak (1469-1539) were fully
consummated and perfectly realised by his
tenth manifestation, Guru Gobind Singh Ji
(1661-1708) on this day of Baisakhi, March
30, 1699. To preserve and protect the inner
purity and noble loftiness of the Khalsa he
delineated, shaped and prescribed the
external form too. He laid down a set of
norms and prescriptions of a distinctive
code of conduct for the Khalsa. For the
propagation and expansive spread of the
doctrine as preached by all the ten Sikh
Gurus for 230 years he gave a new
direction, a new look, a new shape and a
very distinctive identity by creating the
Khalsa, which he honoured and glorified by
saying that "Khalsa is my alter-ego" that is
Khalsa is my other self (¥'®A" Ag gu & &m).
So much so that he recognised and
honoured the five beloved ones as the
Guru incarnate. He knelt before them,
begged from them the boon of Amrit to
initiate him into the newly created Khalsa
brotherhood. Bhai Gurdas, the second, aptly
points out at the uniqueness of the new

Dr. Jagjit Singh

religious order by saying, "Himself he Guru
is and himself disciple too"(» gg 87). It
was something very unique in the annals of
world history. In all the religions the Guru
retains his higher status and supremacy and
the disciple his lower station. But Guru
Gobind Singh by elevating the five beloved
ones, his own disciples to the status of
'Guru incarnate' and by obeying and
willingly submitting himself to their dictates
and commands created  history.
Conceptually it was the creation of a new
doctrine higher than that of precepts of
popular democracy. Considering the birth of
Khalsa as an act of Divine Grace he
acclaimed and lauded it in the 'Sarb Loh"
as "the surge of joy of the Supreme
self"(y@nAT yaife& yw3w at #a). This was no
exaggeration but a concrete manifestation of
truth.

Superficially there seems to be a
contradiction between Guru Nanak's
conviction of 'There is but Nam only in the
house of Nanak' (a@a & wg a<® 3W) and
Guru Gobind Singh's article of faith of 'to
die fighting on the battle field in extreme
circumstances' (¥fF at & HfT 39 FF HI).
How can this apparent contradiction be
reconciled?

Looked at from a higher religious
experience they are the twain manifestation
of the same spiritual thought and ideals.
The twains do meet in the Khalsa ideals.
According to Gurbani the man's goal in life
is to unite with God, the Ultimate Divine
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as the Guru exhorts. 'This is the
opportunity! your time to meet God (difife
fire at feg 3a1 gaiyT). The way suggested
is - 'meet the sadhu and the sangat and
recite only His Name' (f#& 7q Aarg sg a<&
a7%). According to Gurbani Nam is the Love
of God - 'Hari Nam is Love of God' (afgamr
gfg dar &). Guru Gobind Singh Ji also
regards Love of God as the best and the
most efficacious way of spiritual realisation.
He says, "He who loveth attains
godhead"(ffs g a1& 35 at yz ufe&). The
basic imperative of love is self abnegation,
self surrender and self-sacrifice. According
to Guru Nanak, "If you want to play the
game of love then come forward with your
head on the palm of your hand." 78 3€ 9w
g8e ar g@ 1l fig afg 3Bt arBt Aat eIl (AT
- 1412)

Guru Nanak's whole life is a life of self
abnegation (denial) and self-sacrifice. He
was a brave and intrepid saint soldier who
hugged and clasped with love the whole
humanity to his bosom, specially the down
trodden, the so called lowly, meek and
weak people, without any distinction of
caste, creed, birth and rank. He has the
courage to call the unjust and brutal
tyrannous kings as the predatory lions
(beasts), corrupt officials as 'dogs' (g7 HiT
Hgen F3F) He showed the path of
righteousness and truth to the Maulvis,
Pandits, Yogis and Sanyasis. He showed a
new path to Indians - a confluence of deep
devotional love and great moral strength,
power and love cheek by jowl - the ultimate
ideal of man's destiny. To divide and
segregate this ideal into religious, political
and social categories is the result of
misguided machinations of the narrow
minded ignorant minds of limited
knowledge. Guru Arjan embraced

martyrdom and Guru Tegh Bahadur "gave
his head but not his conviction" (A7 &b g
frgg & €pyr) to protect the purity and attest
the veracity and inviobility of the principles
of truth. This is the game of love in which
you are required to carry your head on the
palm of your hand. Therefore, there is
hardly anything strange about Guru Gobind
Singh asking for a head with an unsheathed
sword in his hand from a gathering of
Indians on a Baisakhi day, 300 years ago.
This call to demand a sacrifice of head was
timely and an unavoidable necessity to
create a nation of those who are willing to
die for a cause.

By accepting the sacrificial offering of
heads and by administering Amrit to the
five he bestowed the life of spirit, leavened
their life with bliss, enriched them with the
treasury of Nam and trained them in the art
of self protection and self respect. Creation
of Khalsa was in fact creation of a new man,
full and complete, worthy of being accepted
universally. Nowadays most of the people
want to discard the outward mask and the
mysterious hocus-pocus of religious rituals.
Now the man longs for pilgrimage of the
soul. All the norms, restraints and code of
conduct imposed on the Khalsa, the new
man have been acknowledged and
honoured internationally. Use of Tobacco
was forbidden to him and what we see now
is restrictions being put on smoke, and its
unstinted use all over the world, since this
causes cancer - a terrible affliction. Adultery
was condemned as the most sinful of vices
and now we see how promiscuous sexuality
has created the scourge of AIDS, an
incurable and horrible disease, whose
deadly expanse is broadening like a jungle
tire everyday. Only the spiritual teaching of
the Guru can annihilate the malaise and free
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us from its deadly grip. Out of the five K's
which the Guru has enjoined upon the
Khalsa to adhere to, the wearing of kachh
(a short knicker) is the symbol of virtuous
celibacy. As the Guru says -

'With one woman one remains a virtual

celibate. (gar a1 A31)

Khalsa was given the unshorn form of

a saint soldier. Guru's own personal
appearance, the physiognomy of the great
Guru and a brave soldier was bestowed on
the Khalsa, the Khalsa created in his own
image (¥y®AT #§ gu & ¥H). The second
reason was that all men having faith in
spirituality should accept the Divine Will
and command without any stint, without
hesitation, without any but's and if's, and
without any excuse. He has to submit to
His Will completely and absolutely. All the
way-farers of the spiritual path accept the
Will of God, and resign themselves to it,
regarding it as God's gift even if they have
to embrace martyrdom and court death,
that too without reproach. As the Gurbani
says -

None do I reproach and blame

since all Your Doings my mind regards

sweet.

@zas 7 &g & elg i

HE HI& FTd JtG il war - 978

One who is steeped in the Divinity and

submits to the Will of God accepts the form
as bestowed by Him, heartily and
gracefully. The hair upon the head, the
beard, the moustaches on the face are the
inviolable part of the human form and
shape. To the human male, the hair on the
head and beard on the face is a Divine Gift.
If man was created in His Own Image then
the human male form is a divine form. That

is why Guru has regarded the shearing and
cutting of the hair as a disobedience of
Divine Order, hence it is considered a very
serious violation of Guru's Order, the Sikh
code and the Sikh way of living.

Not to accept this natural divine form
and not to confirm to this appearance is to
disobey God's command and violate the
law of Divine Creation and doubt His
intention and question His will and His gift.
This unshorn appearance and form if on
one hand symbolises the pious saintliness
and intellectual eminence, it also is a
symbol of man's mighty manhood, his
physical powers, and brave bearing of a
soldier who is ever ready to join battle for
self protection and preservation of self
respect and to defend the oppressed -

'When the given span of life teeters on edge,
I would love to die on battlefield fighting
fiercely.'

79 me at W8T fous g5,

wF at 35 1 3T gF HT Il g5t afog

This point of view can also be regarded
as a manifestation of commitment to social
responsibility. Eighteenth century Sikh
history is brimming with happenings
exemplifying such a commitment by the
Khalsa.

To accept and appreciate the historical
significance and the relevance of the
momentous and epoch making event, the
'‘Birth of Khalsa', one needs to possess a
very broad and noble mind, a liberal heart,
a progressive visionary out look and above
all a very sublime intellectual frame work.
Most of the people did not and are not able
to understand this phenomenon, the creation
of this new Order, the Order of the Khalsa.
People with eringing servile mentality,
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conformist attitude, narrow outlook and
limited vision were bitterly resentful at the
emergence of this new faith, it rankled in
their minds. Very soon after the creation of
the Khalsa in 1699 the hill Rajas of Punjab
started opposing the Khalsa and the Guru
Maharaj. Since ages they have been stuck
up in the quagmire of discriminatory social
order, caste distinctions and untouchability.
Therefore they could not tolerate the
democratic egalitarian outlook of the
Khalsa. They sought help from the Mughal
imperialism to oppose their own Guru. The
newly created Khalsa at Anandgarh,
Chamkaur and Mukatsar showed such feats
of bravery which have no parallel in the
records of history of warfare. After
sacrificing his sons rather an entire family
for the sake of Khalsa, Guru Gobind Singh
was able to strengthen and fortify the will
and the determination of the Khalsa to be
ever ready to die to uphold the convictions
and the ideals they hold dear. In 1705 in his
victory epistle to Aurangzeb the Guru
points out to the emperor that not to
submit or yield is a victory in the real sense
of the word. Guru Ji taught the Khalsa not
only how to live but also how to die.
Earnest prayer, service of mankind, right
living, honest hard work is the
quintessential definition of life. And to be
ever ready to die for the Guru ideals is real
dying. Just ten years after the creation of
Khalsa, in 1709 under the command of
Banda Singh Bahadur, the bravery and the
fighting Skills which the Khalsa showed in
the battle of Sirhind won encomiums and
praise even from inveterate foes of Khalsa
like Qazi Nur Mohammed. Guru Ji
bestowed the piety of a saint and the
royalty of a king on the Khalsa firmly

based on the foundation of the Gurbani. The
Amrit prepared with a double-edged sword
(khanda), the amalgam of the strength of
steel and sweetness of sugar exalted and
refined by the divine word (Gurbani) is the
most sublime initiation and instruction
which the Sikh receives. The Khalsa
considers the Guru as Sacha Padshah (the
true king) and all the other temporal kings
as false ephemeral delusions. Guru Ji
exhorted the Khalsa to maintain its
distinctive identity and uniqueness. This
distinctiveness is the very sublime
projection of the inner being and outer
living, the union of the sacred word and
holy vesture. Though the reign of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh is lauded as the prototype
model of Sikh Raj and is regarded as a
glorious instance of Khalsa Raj in which all
the religions, creeds and various faiths were
respected and honoured. But even this
kingdom of Sikhs falls far short of the high
standard visualised in the Khalsa ideals.
That is why alienated from the Guru and
the Guru ideals as it was it soon
degenerated disintegrated and disappeared.
Khalsa is the community of divinely
inspired God oriented people, Gurmukh
Gursikhs, sublime and exalted human
beings who worship and are always
observed in the divinity of Nam.

He who claims himself to be the Sikh of the

Guru

Should early in the morning rise
And on the Name divine meditate.

Jrg Af3arg ar a My »yare
F 38a 8fs afg a7 famen et - 305
Gurmukh  Gursikhs who lead
philonthropic and altruistic life are always
imbued with the zest to do good to others.
Those who are truthful inwardly and
outwardly, are honest, good natured, and
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are tender hearted holding every one dear
and love one and all. When such people
appear and come forward attired in the
Guru-bestowed robes, they are admired and
almost worshipped by the whole world.
Such a person cannot be subjugated and
cannot be subjected to the life of servitude
and will not play a subservient role. When
God's grace endows him with divine power
he uses it to worship His Name and reigns
supreme for the common weal and welfare
of all people, since he regards the whole of
humanity as the sacred creation of God
almighty and accepts them as children of
one father all' & fy3m &7 & aW F9.

Some are Hindus and some Muslims

Some Rafzi Shias and Imam Shafi, sunnis

All are human beings with different shapes

and mien.

ffe gaa 38 gent fennr aret

HSH A8 8& U m3a & G J Ias En3fs

This is a part and parcel of his (Khalsa)

training, during his sovereign reign nobody
goes without food and remains unclad
naked. Khalsa is a toiler, a hard working
human being imbued with a glorious sense
of service to humanity -

He who toils hard and gives some to others

Only he the path to spiritual realisation

finds.

wsE uife fag agg efell

& YAt U3 Il
By the Grace of the Guru, the Khalsa enjoys
the bliss of the Divine regal sovereignty.

war - 5

He whom He graces with Laudation of

Divine

Nanak sayeth King of kings is he.

fam & gun frefs AT il

EEd UTIATTT UTIAT Ui war - 5

The world feels proud of such a

royality and regal personages. Under such
benign rule and favourable circumstances

selfishness, robbery and mean intrigues to
grab power appear so low, so worthless
and so beneath dignity that they hardly
matter, and in the course of time they die
and disappear. The Guru bestowed the
nobility of character based on Nam, without
it the Sikh (disciple) does not deserve to be
called a Khalsa. It is to such a Khalsa of
sterling worth Guru Ji alludes when he
says -

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa Waheguru Ji Ki

Fateh

which means

Khalsa belongs to the Lord God supreme.

And the victory too belongs to the God

Almighty.

We need to revive and resurrect this
invincible Khalsa of divine birth and we
need another reawakening but such a
Khalsa cannot be revived with our
dependence on numerical strength of votes.
We need the rise of the Khalsa resplendent
with the radiance of the one, "Who
worships the Living Light day and night."
Aorg A7 74 7 AT I
This is the dire need of the hour.

Not only the Sikh Panth but the whole
humanity requires emergence of the Khalsa
once again. Khalsa is a saint soldier and the
whole world needs to be transformed into
a saint soldier of the Baisakhi of Khalsa.
What are the ideals and the goal of life
which Khalsa represents and aspires to.
Guru Ji left no doubt about this. He very
proudly asserts that only the life of such a
man is worthy of praise who with Lord's
Name on his lips crusades against the evil,
as he affirms -

Blessed is the life which with Lords Name on
lips,
m’;nd brimming with thoughts of war on

evil.
Since the mortal body does not last
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He who in the boat of Lord's laudation goes
across.

Makes his body an abode of Patience,
illumined with intellectual light sublime.
With a broom in hand of divine knowledge
he sweeps out the garbage of cowardly
slime.

d& At6 3T & Aar H, HY 3 IfF feF 7 77

fagra Il

8T Mf&T & 53 g9, A 37 g3 I AaIT

Il

glgm g g57fF fed 35, §fa 7 elua g6

@ratd Il

farmata at geat Hag T9 8 I I3IIT FISTT

il AR (fgEaeaTg)

On this day of the tercentenary

celebration of the Birth of Khalsa we pray
for the revival and the Renaissance of the
Khalsa and the Khalsa ideals.

(Translated in English by Prof. P. S. Sidhu)
e

(... continued from page 75)

All are the servants of The One

The same one Lord of all,

All have the same form and the same light
burns bright in all.

€ feG Hsyr Afswml a8 Hart IfeE,

get gawaat 8§ AstHs HEE Il

fig gaa a8 EI’?Fff ferms mret,

WEH & 53 F8 8d ygTEF Il

g3 g Fet AT JI GF,

€AT & F€ Je I&F IH HBF I

gx gt at AT A gt § gae< &g,

gx gt Agu AY 8d A3 A IMAE AT

Now listen carefully and with proper

attention. You were made a Khalsa and by
destroying distinction between 'yours' and
'ours' you were transformed and you were
given a celestial torch to see, in the light of
which nobody appears to be a stranger and

an 'other' one. Ponder over it what I am
revealing to you.

The one Lord is in many manifestations and
wherever I look, there is He pervading and
filling all.

Fascinating is the marvellous picture of
mammon and only a few understand this.
Everything is the Lord, everything is the
Lord.

There is nothing but God, the world-
sustainer.

As one thread holds hundreds and thousands
of beads, so is that Lord in warp and woof.
Pause

The water waves, foam and bubbles are not
distinct from water.

This world is the play of the Transcendent
Lord and on reflection man finds it not
different from Him.

False doubts and dream objects, man deems
as true valuables.

The Guru instructed me to entertain the
desire to do good deeds and my awakened
mind accepted it.

Says Namdev, see thou the creation of God
and reflect on it in thy mind.

In every heart and within all is but one Lord,
the Enemy of pride.

EF WA famya yaa A3 eye Iz Feti
vaewfasr gfeg f@ifos faas™ g5 agti
ﬂymﬁ?aﬂymallmm;&ﬁaﬂ//
§3 8 Hfe AF AIR AR 6f3 ifs yg Aeti
A% 3daT »g &5 geger A% 3 5 & J&ti
feg yayg uagon at B8t fagas »wa & Jetil
fifanr gay w3 HFYS HEIE AT yergg
A& I
HIgs HERT I QuenRT Aars at HE& HITEHTII
95 sHEG afg at guaT eug fae gleati
Wz W w3fd ATY [393fd a<& g Haatil
»ar - 485
Remember what you daily read and
recite that, 'the Infinite without is infinite
within'. Put this gospel of the Lord into
practice. Then I am pleased with you, then
the celebration of the ideals of 'The Khalsa'
is a laudable 1 exercise.
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 83, issue March, 2014)

‘He, who performs the Guru’s service
without desire for reward attains to the
Lord.” P. 287
AeT 97 dfe fsaanitil

fam a8 33 uarufs grmtil

He attains to God and merges in Him-

‘The Lord’s devotee is made in His image -
Think not because of his human frame that
he is different:
Like waves of water rising in numerous
ways, in water is again water absorbed.”
P. 1076
g a7 Aed 7 afd w7 il
Fe & A'Sd H'eH €J7 1]
A€ 7% Idar 8317 g7 73111
fefg s RB® mrfeeT il
While rendering service, he reaches
God’s Court. In earlier ages, one who
rendered service was called a Shudra and
treated with disdain. If he passed by a
place, his footprints had to be effaced. It has
been a custom in the south, which has been
given up only recently, that the ‘Shudra’ had
to carry a broom tied behind his back, so
that his footprint might get automatically
effaced. High caste people said that they
would be defiled if they happened to tread
upon the Shudra’s footprints. Guru Sahib
uplifted the servitor to the level of God
Himself.

So, in this way, Bhai Manjh rendered
service in the Guru’s abode day and night.
He had become an embodiment of service

Sant Waryam Singh Ji
English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

and when five-six months passed, one day,
Guru Sahib said, “O Sikhs! a Sikh by the
name of Manjh has come here. He belongs
to Manjhki, which is named after him.”

They said, “Yes, your holiness!”

All call him Manjh, but his name is
Tiratha.

They said, “True Sovereign! he is an
embodiment of service. He never takes rest.
Never have we seen him lying on the cot.
He is all the time doing service. Then, sir,
he does not talk with anyone. All the time,
he is deeply absorbed in Divine Name
meditation. It seems to us that he is all the
time lost in deep concentration or
contemplation.” Guru Sahib said, “Well,
that is all right, but from where does he
take meals?”

They said, “Sir! he takes meals from
the community kitchen, whatever little he
gets.”

At this, Guru Sahib remarked “Then he
is no servant; he is a labourer who is
working on meals; he is not rendering
service. Go! stop his taking meals from the
community kitchen.”

Devotees were sitting in rows for
partaking of food from the community
kitchen. The kitchen bell had already rung.
All the Gursikhs were coming and sitting in
rows. In the meantime, ‘Sewadars’
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(volunteers) started putting up utensils -
bowls etc. for drinking water - before the
devotees. But when they came to Bhai
Manjh, they neither placed any plate, nor
any bowl before him.

He said, “Dear brother! you have left
me out.” But the volunteer gave no reply.
He (Bhai Manjh) thought - “Well! I will
receive loaves in my hands.” When the
volunteers serving loaves and pulse curry
came, they omitted him and went ahead to
serve other devotees.

At this he (Bhai Manjh) said, “Dear
brother! I am sitting here. I will receive food
in my hands, though utensils you forgot to
give to me.”

They said, “Bhai Majh! Guru Sahib has
ordered that you are not to be served food
from the community kitchen. Leave the
‘pangat’ (rows of devotees taking meals in
a community dining hall). We have to obey
the Master.” He started paying obeisance
right there and said, “O True Sovereign! do
you remember a low and inferior Sikh like
me? Blessed art thou, O Master! How
gracious of you that you instructed these
volunteers by calling out my name!”

Holy congregation! look what a brave
heart he (Bhai Manjh) had! When faced with
such a difficult situation, man tends to
waver and lose faith. But the Gurbani edict
is -

‘Farid, perform thou the service of thy Lord
and dispel the doubt of thy mind.

We cut off branches of a fruit-bearing
tree though it gives us fruit. We pelt it with
stones and yet it gives fruit. Such should be
the temperament of a holy man. So blessed
is such a Gursikh who passed through such
difficult tests. Why did Guru Sahib prohibit
his taking food from the community
kitchen? There was a definite reason for this.
Recite as follows:

Refrain: Temple offerings are like poison;
Mistaking it for sugar-candy one
should not eat it.

ggaT - fa3 45 @ IBY Afag &7

BT 3T g1& gar yAT €7/

Bhai Gurdas Ji has given many
examples in this respect. Time does not
permit me to narrate each one of them.
Temple offerings are like sugar-coated
poison capsules which corrupt the mind.

‘Three things does the temple food -

Rots the bones, confuses the mind and lets
not man worship God.”

JEHHTST EPHT GePr™ 3% &M JafE Il

JF A8 HI H'ds 36 ads & €65 11
Maharaj Ji (Sant Ishar Singh Ji Rare
waley) was the son of a Lambardar (Village
Headman). Foodgrains of his share used to
come in carts to Rara Sahib. His family used
to say - “We don’t eat his share of the
produce.” And it used to come to Rara Sahib.
How much was his daily food? In a whole
year, perhaps, he may be eating just one
sackful of foodgrains. But many more sacks
of foodgrains used to come as his share i.e.
the family’s foodgrain produce. The holy
man senior to him, Sant Baba Attar Singh Ji

The saints ought to have endurance like the ysed to be a Zaildar (Honorary
trees.’ - P. 1381 Superintendent of Jail; an office no longer
&gter Ao T} existing). He got a pension too.
fews ot &7 st g)- He gotap
TR & BIhH gyt et Algifen far - 1381 .
(... to be continued)
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