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Postal Address for any Enquiry, Money Order,
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VISHAV GURMAT ROOHANI MISSION
CHARITABLE TRUST
Gurdwara Ishar Parkash, Ratwara Sahib
(Near Chandigarh) P.o. Mullanpur Garibdas, Teh.
Kharar, Teh. Mohali Distt. S.A.S Nagar - 140901, Pb. India

Exemption U/S 80-G vide Cir. No. 7/2010
[F.No. 197/21/2010-1 TA-11]

Registration Under Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act 1976 R.No.115320023
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Email : atammargl@yahoo.co.in,
http:# www.ratwar asahib.org
http:# www.babalakhbirsinghbalongi.org
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 68, issue Nov., 2013)

She said, “When the pledged labour is
over, I shall be free. I shall work only for
the prescribed number of days. Don’t give
up hope. Use my services.”

At that moment, Bhai Manjh went to a
gentleman and set his wife to work in his
household.

Refrain: Turn not their face from the Guru
Those who are imbued with his
love.

HYIT 37 3T,

T A EIBJIE - 2, 2.

Those who have love and devotion for
the Guru, do not turn their face from him;
they even sacrifice their head at a single call
from him. When the Tenth Guru Sahib
required, he called out, “We have to
accomplish a great task, and we require a
head.” Our writers who describe and
preach this great event lack faith and
devotion; their faith is very weak. They
write: “On hearing the Guru’s call, absolute
silence prevailed over the congregation.” It
is because we ourselves haven’'t written our
history. It has been written by others, who
have described their own state of mind: “At
the second and third call, Bhai Daya Ram
advanced slowly towards Guru Sahib.”

grdaT -

This is not what actually happened.
The Sikh had already given his head to the
Guru.

‘If thou yearnest to play the game of love,
step on to my path, with thy head placed on

Sant Waryam Singh Ji
English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

the palm of thy hand.
And once thou settest thy feet on this path,
then lay down thou thy head and mind not

public opinion.” P. 1412
A€ 36 Y gBE ar g€l

fag afg 3t aist Hat m& 1l

feg wiafar 4g agin ii

fAg €id af & a1l Har - 1412

One’s head is nothing -

‘The body physical is a bag of ordure, while
God is a mine of pearls and diamonds.

If God is obtained by giving the head,
Know it a cheap bargain thou hast found.’

I& gigart at a3t

It is a good bargain if the Guru is
satisfied with the head because the head is
to go one day - sooner or later, today or
tomorrow. If it happens to be put to the
Guru’s use or service, what can be better or
greater than this in the world? Then all
these Gursikhs belonged to the stage of
having attained ‘Brahm-gyan’ (knowledge of
the Ultimate Spiritual Reality). About Bhai
Daya Singh Guru Sahib said many times -
‘Take him to be my own image.” Then how
is it that he who was the Guru’s own image
was frightened when his head was
demanded? This is not the case. Nobody
was frightened. All the five came forward
immediately when Guru Sahib demanded
heads. Thereafter, the people stood up and
said, “O Master! demand more heads.”
Guru Sahib said, “Only five were needed.”
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At that point of time, Sikhism and the
people’s faith in it wasn’t so weak that they
got frightened and ran away. There was a

deep yearning in them to sacrifice their
head -
‘Kabir, I long to die, but, when I die, then,
let it be at the Lord’s door.
May the Lord not ask - who is this man
lying at my door?” P. 1367
Fuig yfT HTs ar T8 g
HTE T Jfg C=Lucyl .
HZ Jfg y& a8F J yg™ an'g g3l

‘Saith Kabir: Death that terrifies the world,

to me brings joy:

Through death alone is attained the Supreme,

the perfect Bliss.’ P. 1365

99 [[H HI3 3 Ad 59

"G His WSl

HI& gt 3 uTets yIg uTHBE Il

The Sikhs had fully imbibed these

utterances and they had acted on them too
in life. This was not all. The realization that
man is not this physical body that it is just
a dress, comes even after a little worship.
If the Guru says - ‘Remove this dress and
give unto me’, then I will give it willingly
without feeling any pain. This body is a
vesture for the soul. If you have come with
this, then what for?

‘This human body has come to thy hand.

This is thy chance to meet the Lord of the
world.’ P. 12

Fe YT HEy egapHTii
gif§e frse at fea 3at gabyi

If man gets Gobind (God) in exchange
for his body, what other bargain can be
better and cheaper than this? Didn’t we
understand even this much after 200 years
of following the Sikh faith? If we didn’t,
then were weak Sikhs who sacrificed their
head reluctantly and slowly. But the reality
is different. The Sikhs had the good fortune
of having a holy Preceptor like the Tenth
Guru, whose one call was enough for the

Sikhs to respond at once before he
completed his utterance. Such was the state
of Sikhs and Sikhism. All the five Sikhs
went to the Guru, who beheaded them all.
A reporter of Aurangzeb was sitting there.
In the diary he sent, he writes, “The Guru
beheaded the Sikhs very much before my
eyes. Thereafter, he recited some verses and
the heads got joined with the torsos, and
the Sikhs got up alive.”

You have heard Dr. Swami Ram'’s
name; haven’t you? He writes in his book:
“One day I was delivering a lecture on
death. A Sanyasi (ascetic) happened to come
there. He was dressed simply; his hair were
loose. When I said something, he smiled.
He smiled at every utterance of mine.
When I finished my lecture, he came to me.
I said to him, ‘Holy man! have you no
sense of discipline? Why were you smiling
in the presence of the children?””

He said, “I was smiling at your utter
lack of knowledge. You know nothing.”

I said, “It is for the first time that I have
heard this. I used to think that no scholar
in the world was greater than I; and it was
true also.” He said, “You know nothing
about death. Go and bring some living
creature.”

“So I brought a long worm.” He
(ascetic) cut it into two pieces with a knife.
He threw the two pieces in two different
directions. Thereafter, I observed that the
two pieces advanced towards each other
and got joined, and the worm crept away.”

If a holy man can accomplish this feat
in the present age, then was the Tenth Guru
Sahib inferior to him in spiritual power?
How weakly some Sikhs talk that male
goats were tethered there! Who brought the
male-goats? Did anybody leave Guru Sahib
alone and unattended at night? There used
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to be guards posted everywhere at every
time. At what time did Guru Sahib go to
buy the goats and then tether them there?
Did the goats not bleat during the night?
The skeptics say - “Sir, the animals must
have been gagged by Guru Sahib.” How
weakly these Sikhs talk!

Holy congregation! the Guru was
capable, omnipotent. It is in the hands of
the Guru to wake up the whole world or
send them to sleep. The Guru is God
Himself. We do not entertain any doubts
about him, or talk absurd.

When Sovereign Guru Nanak Sahib
visited Kurukshetra, he had a discussion
with Nanoo. A Raja (ruler) had come there
with a deer he had hunted. Guru Sahib
asked him to cook it. Everybody saw this.
On the other hand, fire was lit. At this,
people raised a hue and cry: “Look! fire has
been lit during eclipse.” They came in a
mob demanding that the person responsible
for this should be beaten.

Guru Sahib said, “This is not the way
to behave. Have a dialogue with me.” Who
could come near Guru Sahib? There was so
much glow on his face that all stopped.
Nanoo was under the false notion that he
himself was the same Guru Nanak whose
name was mentioned in the scriptures that
he would come and liberate the world. He
said, “I am Nannoo.” He used to call
himself Nanak. The people made him their
leader and asked him to talk with Guru
Nanak. Many subjects were discussed.
Meat-eating also came to be discussed.
Guru Sahib, “You eat meat yourself. This is
written in the Vedas and other scriptures.”
Let me tell you that what is written in the
Vedas and scriptures is not primeval. In
just 5000 years, much distortion has taken

place as has come about in our ‘Suraj
Parkash’ (Poetic history of the first nine Guru
Sahibaan by Kavi Santokh Singh). Devilish
persons wrote these things. Even now
people with evil intentions are writing
books contrary to facts. You can read them
yourself. I read a book only a little to find
whether it is worth reading or not. As many
are the writers, so are their opinions. Some
say - change the ‘bani” (Guru’s utterance)
because it is not fit for the present time.
There is hue and cry over such utterances.
Why has it become unsuitable for the
present? It is eternal through the ages.

So, when all this happened, Guru
Sahib said, “Meat-eating is mentioned in
your books, so why are you quarreling
over meat? Good people discuss something
serious; why have you started talking about
this trivial matter? Talk to me about God.
But you have picked up a quarrel with me
over meat.” At this, they became speechless.

Guru Sahib said, “Brothers! sit in rows;
the food is ready.” At once, Bhai Bala Ji was
asked to serve food with the assistance of
others. And look! what came to be served?
In everybody’s plate was being served
‘prasad’ [flour pudding prepared in clarified
butter} and ‘kheer” (milk and rice pudding).
When those persons, who are given to
debating and arguing, who are novices
enter the fold of Sikhism, they ask, “Sir,
when meat was put into cauldrons for
cooking, how is it that it changed into flour
pudding and milk pudding?”

Let me tell you one thing which
happened in Dr. Swami Ram’s life. Dr.
Swami Ram has written: “Once I went to
see a saint or holyman in Tehri Garhwal. I
did not know the way. So I took a Pandit
(Brahmin Priest) alongwith me. That Pandit
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said - ‘I won’t go near that holyman because
he hits the visitors with sticks. He will kill
us also. He is very strong and is six feet
tall.” I said, “You come with me; he won't
beat you. If he beats we will suffer the
blows.” They went there. Reaching the
saint’s hut, when the Pandit paid respects
to him, he said, “O Brahmin! on the way,
you have been calling me names, but now
you are saluting me! Weren't you calling
me names?”

At this, as per Swami Ji, the Brahmin
looked with downcast eyes. The saint said
to him, “Well then! Bring water from below
where the Ganga is flowing.” The poor man
went down and brought water. Then he
said, “Take this knife. A dead body is
coming floating in water. Bring two seers of
his flesh from his back.”

The Pandit said, “Your holiness! I have
never touched meat.”

The saint said, “Well! If you haven’t
touched meat, then give flesh from your
thigh. I shall cut it from there - two seers.
After all, I have to serve you something.”

He said, “Sir, but we are vegetarian.” He
had studied English and was a Ph.D..

The ascetic said, “When have I told you
that I will serve you non-vegetarian food?
Pandit Ji! either bring meat by cutting from
the dead body or I will cut it from your
thigh.”

When he (Pandit) went down, he saw
a dead body rolling from the mountains. He
took it out of water, and while cutting flesh
from it, he cut his own finger almost
completely; it was only slightly joined with
the hand. It was aching badly and bleeding
profusely. The poor man was in a terrible
difficulty. He said to him, “Never before in
life have I been caught in such a bad
situation.” He brought the meat and gave

it to the ascetic.

He asked, “What has happened to
your finger? Bring it to me.”

He touched it and restored it to the
same state as it was earlier. He said to the
Pandit, “Cut this flesh into pieces.” He got
it cut into pieces. Swami Ji has written that
he came to him and he thought that he
would make them eat meat. But he was
determined not to eat meat or flesh. The
Pandit said, “If he forces me to eat meat, I
will jump into the Ganga and kill myself.”

Swami Ji said to him, “Just wait a
while. Let us see what he does.” When he
cooked the meat, he said, “Pandit Ji! bring
big leaves from there.”

Swami Ji said, “Now we are face to
face with the dilemma. What will happen
now?” When the ascetic was going to serve
the cooked food with a ladle, he said,
“Swami Ji! when you were coming here
from the other side of Srinagar, you had
thought that you had not eaten “resqulas’ (a
sweet) for a long time. See, I have prepared
‘rasqulas’ for you.” He said, “How come you
have prepared ‘rasgulas’, when you had put
on fire human flesh for cooking?” He asked
the Brahmin to eat them. When he moved
away a little, I observed, “Pandit Ji, may be
he has hypnotized us; hasn’t he?” He
(Pandit Ji) said, “I am failing to
comprehend what is happening. If it is
really a meat preparation, then I am not
going to return to my village; I will lay
down my life here.”

Swami Ji writes: “We ate the rasgulas
all right, but there was some doubt in us
that he (ascetic) might have hypnotized us.
Then he filled the Brahmin’s apron with
rasgulas. He carried to them to his village
and distributed them among the villagers
saying that he had brought them from that
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saint.” Swami Ji has written, “That night I
stayed with the holyman. In the morning, I
was to meet him and find out the secret,
because hypnotism has its range beyond
which it ceases to have any effect. I asked
him - ‘How is it that you clad yourself in
jute and hold a stick in your hand to scare
visitors after receiving so much education
and obtaining a doctorate degree?’

He said, “I wanted to make a research.
In Atharva Veda, it is written that there is a
kind of Yoga (science) by which you can
transform even stones into cereals while
cooking. You have just to wish it - Let it
become this thing or that thing - and it
shall change into what you have wished. In
20 years, I have learnt it and gained
mastery over it. It is good that you have
come. Now learn it from me. At present
there are two other persons who know this
science. This science is going to become
extinct.” I said, “Holyman! I haven't twenty
years which I can spend learning this
science.” So I declined the offer. Next day,
I went to the Pandit to find out about the
‘rasgulas’, who informed me that the
‘rasgulas’ remained ‘rasgulas’. He said -
‘Sir! some of them are still lying with me.’
Then I realized what he had said that he
transformed the basic element. He had
learnt that yoga by which he could change
anything into something else.”

Once Guru Nanak Sahib said to Guru
Angad Sahib and Baba Budha Ji, “Will you
leave me or not and go away from here?”

They said, “Sir! we will go only if
there is some place where we can go. Those
who had somewhere to go, went away.
Except thine lotus feet we have no other
shelter.” At this Guru Sahib said, “Well! if
you wish to come after me, then do you see
that corpse lying there?” They said, “Yes
sir, we do.”

Guru Sahib said, “Go and eat it.”

They went near the dead body and
stood there.

Guru Sahib said, “Why don’t you start
eating it?”

Guru Angad Sahib said, “Sir, from
which side should we start eating?”

He said, “Start eating from the head.”
While Guru Angad Sahib went at once,
Baba Budha Ji shortened his steps with the
thought, “Let him (Guru Angad Sahib) take
the first bite and then I will see what
happens.” Reaching there, when they
removed the cloth, there was no corpse.
Only ‘parshad’” (flour pudding) was lying in
a vessel. These are illustrative stories
designed to convey a lesson to the devout.
If a today’s saint living in flesh and blood
can transform flesh into a sweet, why
should we doubt and argue about Guru
Nanak Sahib’s transforming meat of a deer
into ‘parshad’ (flour pudding) and ‘kheer’
(milk and rice pudding)? In the same
manner, Baba Gurditta Ji revived a dead
cow, and Baba Atal Ji revived his friend
named Mohan who had died at night with
snake-bite. Then how is it that, in the case
of the Tenth Master’s miracle in the context
of the ‘Five Beloved Ones’, the skeptics and
rationalists think of he-goats” having been
tethered there which were beheaded in
place of the Sikhs? All these are signs of
infirm faith. He who planted such a story
was very clever and he did so intentionally.
Where our faith reaches the climax or
pinnacle, we are pushed down. In Guru
Granth Sahib is recorded this edict -

‘My True Guru has the power to inflict death
and to bring to life.” P. 1142

A3Ed Ha™ Hifg A8 |1
Slaying and reviving are in the hands
of the True Guru. So, in this manner, it is
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the Guru’s will to inflict death or to grant
life. What the Guru says or does is liked by
the Sikh who is imbued with love for him
(Guru) -

‘Imbued with the Lord’s love are they alone,

who realize their Lord and turn not their
faces away from Him.’ P. 1425

g3 Ael fa HY & H3S
faat fesT Aret il
The Gursikh went back and narrated

Bhai Manjh’s state in detail. Guru Sahib
said, “What was his reaction and state of his
mind?” He said, “His mental state was that
of great joy and yearning. He was beside
himself with joy at receiving your edict.
This is what he said while bringing the
money.”

Guru Sahib said, “Take to him our
second edict.” After two months Guru Sahib
sent another edict with the same condition
of an offering of twenty rupees.

On the second visit, he said, “Bhai
Manjh! receive this edict sent by Guru
Sahib, but you must make an offering of Rs.
20 to have it.”

Bhai Manjh’s wife observed, “There is
no need to be disturbed and worried
because we have surrendered our all -
body, mind and wealth - to the Guru. Now
is the opportunity to please and propitiate
the Guru.

Refrain: Let us please and propitiate the

Guru by giving our all - body,
mind and wealth.

@'WQLHB"Q?Z@,

IS HE U6 € d - 2, 2.
Mortgage my services.” This is what

they did. There was a good and prosperous

household. They went there and narrated

their problem. They brought Rs. 20 and

made the offering. The Guru’s edict they

grdaT -

received, put it reverentially on the head
and the eyes, paid respects to it and
thereafter, they opened it. They read it or
the Gursikh, who had brought it, read it out
to them. This is, what was written therein:
“Bhai Manjh, we are very much pleased
with you. After listening to or reading our
edict, the first step that you should take is
to set out towards us.” At that very instant,
Bhai Manjh did not look back, neither did
he look towards the hut nor towards
anything else, he set out towards the Guru’s
abode. Walking slowly, he reached
Amritsar. Many devotees were paying
respects to Guru Sahib. He (Bhai Manjh) too
stood in the queue. He offered greetings to
Guru Sahib. From other devotees Guru
Sahib was inquiring: “Brother! from which
town or city have you come?” Guru Sahib
was asking from them each and everything
or the ‘Mewara’ (messenger natives of Mewar
in Rajasthan whom Emperor Akbar used for
carrying messages for the first time) was
informing Guru Sahib: “Sir! these devotees
have come from such and such place, and
these from that place.” When Bhai Manjh
paid obeisance to Gruu Sahib, the latter did
not even look at him, and looked in some
other direction. As he greeted Guru Sahib,
he was filled with great joy that he had
come into the Guru’s august presence. And
he did not feel or mind at all that Guru
Sahib did not speak to him. What big
sacrifices he had made to go there! His
daughter was working at one place while
his wife, at another. Besides, all his
property was lost to him, and yet there was
no grievance, no complaint on his part. But
we voice complaints - ‘O Sovereign! I
became your Sikh (disciple) but this tragedy
has befallen me.” Many devotees tell me,
“Sir! we do so much ‘path’ (reading of
Gurbani compositions), but even then we
suffer losses.” I say to them, “Has anybody

Atam Marg 71

March, 2014



directed you to do ‘path” (reading or reciting
Gurbani compositions)? There is something
terribly wrong with your tongue that you
do not become aligned with the Guru and
make complaints to him.”

So, at that time, Bhai Manjh came
among the devotees and started living
there. Sometimes, he carried water,
sometimes, he put fuel into the hearth,
sometimes, he scrubbed utensils and
sometimes, he rendered some other service.
And thereafter, whatever little time he got,
he spent for bringing fuelwood from the
jungle for the community Kkitchen.
Rendering service in the community kitchen
is indeed, a great service. Maharaj Ji (Sant
Ishar Singh Ji Rarewaley) used to say, “In
the month of Jeth (May-June), if a woman
bakes loaves for an hour in the community
kitchen, its reward or importance is four
times that of a hermit who in the whole
month of Jeth (May-June), practises
austerities by burning five fires and who
sits in the sun, reduces himself to an
emaciated skeleton of bones and tans
himself black. She, who is baking loaves,
how many are going to be fed and satisfied
with them. If she happens to be reciting
‘Waheguru - Waheguru” (God’s Name) too
while baking loaves, then these loaves will
purify the eater’s mind and thinking also.
Voluntary service with Name-recitation acts
doubly. In the Guru’s abode, voluntary
service has great significance. In the first
three ages, it had no importance. He, who
rendered service, was called a servant - a
menial. A menial is one, with whom food
cannot be taken and with whom one cannot
have any relationship. In this class fell all
those who did manual work or labour.
Guru Sahib did not subscribe to this view
and said -

‘By rendering service in this world,
Shall we get a place at the Divine Portal.
Then, says Nanak, in joy may you gambol.”
P. 26
fefa eabyr i @i Il
37 ©901T §AE YUTENH Il
T FES §T BSEH Il
The sages meditated on the Name
Divine and did God’s devotional worship.
Guru Nanak Sahib combined the two. Tenth
Guru Sahib inculcated both the virtues -
service and Divine Name meditation - in
man. By rendering service, Divine Name
meditation yields fruit and leads to
spiritual attainment very soon. It is like a
paddy field where cracks develop in the
hard land, which never gets filled up with
a single tubewell. The water continues going
into the fissures. But if you put two
tubewells to do the job, then with force, the
water covers the entire crop. Similarly, our
life is very short. In this life if Divine
Name meditation and voluntary service
combine, then it works wonders, because
only he renders service -

‘He alone is the servant, whom the Lord
yokes to His service.
He alone attains to the Immcaulate Lord.”
P. 1159
" ASY A BfemT Rl
f3& at u@ fadrs e< il
God meets that servant alone who
renders service unto Him. Those who did
penances and practised austerities were not
acceptable to Him. Those who sat in
basements were not accepted, and approved
by Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib did not accept
them. Guru Sahib says, “Service and Divine
Name meditation are the two wings of life
with which it moves or flies very much like
the wings of an aeroplane. Just as the
aeroplane cannot fly with one wing - it will
fall, similarly, life cannot be fruitful without
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the two - service and Name meditation
and God’s worship. (In the first three ages)
Divine Name meditation was the job of
saints and sages, while rendering service
was that of the untouchables. Guru Sahib
has combined the two, and then how much
the fruit? Guru Sahib says - then one
obtains whatever one wishes for -
Refrain: Anyone may try rendering service,
Service yields great fruit.
ggaT - g9 & el Y BE,
Aer 3° fyger HeT - 2, 2.

If one assists a Gursikh bathe in the
morning, he will get the fruit equivalent to
that of bathing five times in the Ganges and
five times at Paryag. It is because the
Gursikh is to meditate on God and become
aligned with Him.

‘The fruit of serving water to a Gursikh with
love is equal to that of undertaking a
pilgrimage to Kurukshetra.

And the fruit of serving food to him is
equivalent to that of performing ‘ashavmedh

yagya’ (Hindu ritual in which a horse is
sacrificed).’ Kabit Bhai Gurdas Ji, 673

s &€ fuste uat 7€ afa gaus
HEHT AT &8 e I€ fa=me il
If man serves water to a lover and
devotee of God, he gets the fruit of going
on a pilgrimage to Kurukshetra and giving
alms there. He becomes deserving of
receiving such a huge reward. If he teaches
just one hymn of the Guru to the Sikh, it
is equivalent to building a hundred temples
of gold. Massaging the legs of a God’s
devotee and sending him to sleep is equal
to having glimpse of and paying obeisance
to a holy man twenty times. Holy
congregation! from rendering service does
one get great reward or fruit.

After fighting various battles and
travelling through Mukatsar, Tenth Guru

Sahib reached Bhai Dalla’s capital city.
Daily he delivered spiritual discourses to
the people who came from far-flung places.
In those days, there were no newspapers.
But whosoever learnt about Guru Sahib’s
presence in Bhai Dalla’s capital, came to
have a glimpse of him. When news
travelled, people did not even know
whether they were true or false. At that
time, many Sikhs came from the Malwa
region. On that particular day, a cartload of
provisions was brought by two Sidhu
brothers, Ram Singh and Tarlok Singh. They
unloaded the provisions in the ‘langar’
(community kitchen). Guru Sahib happened
to notice it. When they came to pay respects
to Guru Sahib, he said, “Well dear brothers!
have you brought these provisions from
your own house or by making collections
from others?”

They said, “True Sovereign! you have
blessed us with everything. Blessings of the
Seventh Guru Sahib are on us who gave us
space to sit on. We have brought these
provisions from our own house alongwith
what others put into the cart as we were
coming here.”

A Gursikh remarked, “O True
Sovereign! these two brothers are those who

cremated the elder two Sahibzadas - Baba
Ajit Singh and Baba Jujhar Singh.”

Guru Sahib said, “Is it so? Because till
now no news had reached whether they had
been cremated or not.” Thus, if such holy
bodies got neglected in the battlefield it
was a very bad thing. So, Guru Sahib asked,
“Tell me in detail how you managed to
cremate the Sahibzadas.”

They said, “True Sovereign! when you
fought the battle of Chamkaur, we were
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away to Sirhind to deposit land revenue.
There we heard several pieces of news -
some said that Guru Sahib had left that
place; others said that Guru Sahib had been
martyred. We also heard that all those who
were with Guru Sahib, including the
Sahibzadas had been martyred. Sir! we were
deeply hurt. So, the two of us thought what
we should do, how we should reach the
battlefield which was being guarded by
soldiers.”

They said, “True Sovereign! both of us
untied our hair, put off our clothes and clad
ourselves only in a loincloth which we
could take off and put on at will. We
smeared ourselves with ash and behaved
like lunatics. When we approached
Chamkaur, we saw Mughal forces returning
with their bag and baggage. Many of them
we met on the way. The forces of the Hill
Rajas including the wounded Raja Bhimsen
of Bilaspur and other Rajas were also seen
returning to their respective states. They
carried their wounded soldiers with them.
When we reached the battle field of
Chamkaur, only those soldiers were there,
who were to bury hundreds of their dead
comrades. Through forced labour, they
were getting graves dug. We behaved
strangely and made a lot of noise.
Sometimes we stumbled and sometimes we
hopped. Sometimes we ran and sometimes
we fell. Sometimes we beat each other. We
carried their dead also awkwardly,
sometimes even dragging them by their
legs. Sometimes, we got lashes also for
carrying the dead irreverentially eliciting
this remark from them - ‘O crazy fellows!
what are you doing?” As we carried the
dead we kept a watch lest we should miss
the mortal remains of the Sahibzadas, and
other Sikh martyrs. While engaged thus, we

collected at one place whatever fuel wood
we could find. As we went ahead, we saw
32-33 dead bodies lying. But they were all
singed but not properly cremated. The dead
body of a woman, Bibi Sharan Kaur was
also lying among them. Throughout the
night, the poor woman had been trying to
cremate the dead bodies of the Sikhs, but
the Mughal guards had killed her too and
thrown her body among other corpses. We
thus learnt that this was the funeral pyre
which the good woman had prepared with
great effort, and in the process, she had lost
her own life too. We were afraid that if we
too got killed, who would cremate the Sikh
martyrs? We were determined to
accomplish this task.”

They said, “Sir! this notion gained
ground there that we were lunatics. People
laughed at us. Sometimes, we put ash on
our body, sometimes, sand. Sometimes, we
kept carrying the dead bodies. Finally, we
found Sahibzadas” mortal remains. After all,
not a small number had got killed;
thousands of soldiers had been killed in the
battle. In history, it is written that 10000
soldiers had been killed in the first attack
itself. Thereafter, the fighting continued. Sir!
we found their (Sahibzadas’) bodies.”

Guru Sahib asked, “How? Were they
lying in the open?”

They said, “No, True Sovereign! you
had wrought the miracle. The dust-storm
that blew at night made sand from dunes
fall on them. Then the thorny bushes from
the fields got blown over them and so did
the dry leaves. All joined to provide a
covering for them. Nobody could find out
that the Sahibzadas’ bodies were lying
there. But we sighted them, we were happy
and then thought how we should cremate
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them. True Sovereign! we kept collecting
fuelwood and taking us to be lunatics,
nobody noticed us. We dragged a corpse
and alongwith we brought a piece of
fuelwood.

True Sovereign! we managed to collect
enough fuelwood and decided that we
would accomplish our task when it became
dark. We had been moving about among
the troops. When it became dark, they
stopped burying their dead and opened
bottles of wine. They asked us also to drink
but we excused ourselves on one pretext or
the other.

True Sovereign! we deceived them in
this way .. Tired with the day’s work and
intoxicated with drink, they fell asleep. We
then took Sahibzada Ajit Singh’s body out of
sand. There was no part of his body which
did not have a wound mark. But there was
glow and glory on his face as if he was still
tighting with the sword in his hand and
valorous spirit writ large on his face. To us
he still seemed to be living. Similarly, we
took out younger Sahibzada’s body. He too
had laid down his life in full glow and
valour. His body too was full of wound
marks.

Sir! slowly and gently we carried them
to the place where we had prepared the
funeral pyre. We laid both of them on the
pyre. There we made a funeral pile for the
remaining 32-35 Sikhs, including that
woman and cremated them separately from
the Sahibzadas. Throughout the night, the
Mughal soldiers did not wake up. In the
morning, we cooled the burnt pyres,
brought vessels from the village, put the
ashes into them and those vessels we
buried in the earth hoping to dispose them
of properly when better times would

come.”

Guru Sahib was very much pleased
with them. But the congregation sitting there
at that time could not bear to listen to the
sad account. All of them shed copious tears
because the two brothers narrated the
account in so much detail. Struck with the
pangs of separation, the congregation
sobbed bitterly and repeatedly took out
their handkerchiefs to wipe their tears. They
said, “True Sovereign! we cannot bear to
hear the account.”

Guru Sahib remarked, “They have died
a heroic death. Dear brothers! they have
done the task which none in the world can
do.” Well! Let us all recite like this -
Refrain: Bravo! Bravo!
Let the whole world sing their
laudation,
For such a deed have the dear
ones done.

ggaT - gET I
g8t A7 a6 Aat @3t -2.
At gF51 T aTE furra-2
Guru Sahib said, “O Singhs! instead of

grieving, you should feel happy. By their
deed, those dutiful sons have refreshed the
memory of what Abhimanyu did in war
and what Luv and Kush did. They did not
show their back to the enemy even though
they were only two against ten lakh strong
Mughal army. Is there any other example of
such bravery in the world? We should be
happy that they did not surrender to the
enemy and until they fell, they continued
wielding their arms; nor did either of them
suffer from any fear. They set up a living
example of acting according to the
teachings of Gurbani -

‘One that strikes not terror in others,

Nor of others stands in fear.’ P. 1427
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They sacrificed their life while fighting
against tyranny. So, to the two brothers,
Guru Sahib said, “You have pleased us by
rendering a service which will remain
unexampled in the world. Tell me - what
do you want?”

They said, “True Sovereign! we have
no place of our own to live in. High caste
people do not let us live in peace. We have
no land which belongs to us. We are
agricultural tenants and cultivate others’
land. If our women go to the Bhullar’s wells
for drawing water, their youth say to them
- ‘Carry us on your back and take a round
of the well. Only then shall we let you
draw water.” Such is our state.”

Guru Sahib said, “You have rendered
such a great service. Your progny’s horses
shall drink water from the Satluj and the
Yamuna. From generation to generation
shall you rule over a kingdom. Soon shall
you have a kingdom to rule over. How is
it possible that after rendering such a great
service you should remain agricultural
tenants? No, no. You will become masters
and give sustenance to the people.”

Guru Sahib’s boon proved to be true
and the states of Patiala, Sanguru, Nabha and
Jind came to be ruled by Maharaja Ala
Singh and others who were the progeny of
these brothers. What a great fruit they got
from service! For nine generations, they
continued to rule unhindered. Besides the
boon of kingdom, Guru Sahib decreed -
Dear brothers! your coffers shall be mine,
hands to spend them shall be yours.
Continue spending, and you shall face no
shortage.”

So, anybody may render service and he
will see that he will get his heart-desired

fruit. Guru Sahib has stated this clearly
and openly. Recite the following with love
and devotion -
‘Whoever the Four Boons seeks,
In service to the holy must engage.
Whoever his suffering seeks to annul,
From his heart’s devotion the Name Divine
must chant.
Whoever seeks good repute to gather,
In holy company, his egoism must discard.
Whoever fears involvement in
transmigration,
With the holy must seek shelter.
Nanak is a sacrifice time and again to such,
As after the Lord’s sight are thirsting.”
P. 266
gfg yeag 7 & Har Il
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A5 37 & gl §fs aAri
One Adam Brar of District Bhatinda
had become 70 years old and yet he had not
been blessed with a son. He tried
everything but in vain. At last a holy man
advised him to go to Amristar, Ramdaspur.
He said, “Go to Guru Ramdas Sahib. Serve
the devotees there because the Guru’s
devotees are the holy themselves.” He went
there. He started rendering voluntary
service there. He was accompanied by his
daughter and wife. He brought two loads
of fuelwood. One he gave in the Guru's
abode, the other he kept for himself. He
took food from his own earnings. Day and
night the three of them kept rendering
service and six to seven months passed in
this manner.

At this point of time, one day Guru
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Sahib was out of station. It was the month
of winter and it started drizzling. Devotees
had come from outside. When Guru Sahib
came back alongwith the devotees, their
clothes got wet in the drizzling rain. Guru
Sahib summoned the caretaker and said, “In
the rooms where these devotees are staying,
light a fire each before every room so that
their clothes may get dry and in the warm
air, they may not feel cold either.”

He said, “True Sovereign! in the
common kitchen fuelwood is just enough to
cook food in the morning. In such a
situation, what is your command?”

Guru Sahib became silent and went
away. When Adam Brar learnt about it, he
said, “We won’t get an opportunity like
that of today again. Carry bundles of
fuelwood.” The three of them brought
bundles of firewood and lit fires before
every room as well as before the huts. In
the ambrosial hours of the morning, Guru
Sahib was pleasantly surprised to see light
all around. As Guru Sahib cast his glance,
he said, “What is this? Wherefrom has so
much fuelwood come?” The attendants said,
“True Sovereign! there is a Sikh named Brar
who has come from forest area. He renders
immense service. They are three of them
who render service day and night. True
Sovereign! bringing fuel from his abode, he
has lit fires everywhere and made
everybody warm.”

At this, Guru Sahib said, “Let him be
presented before me.” When the morning
congregation was over, he stood up and
put the apron round his neck. Guru Sahib
said, “O Gursikh! we are pleased with your
service. You have saved the devotees from
cold. Tell me - what do you want?” He
said, “Your holiness! grant me the boon of

God’s Name.”

Guru Sahib said, “Let me know your
true desire. Two utterances I have made. A
holy man makes only three utterances. He
does not make fourth utterance. Only to a
very fortunate one does he make a fourth
utterance because a high wave has arisen
within him. So, have a say during that tidal
wave, otherwise, it is like killing oneself.”

When, even then, he did not say
anything, Guru Sahib said, “Well then!
Consult your wife at home. This offer will
remain tomorrow also.”

When he went home and narrated
what had happened, his wife said, “You
should have told Guru Sahib that you don’t
have a son and it is for the boon of a son
that you have come.”

He said, “How could I say this when
both of us are 70 years old? Is this the age
to have sons?”

Their daughter said, “Both of you are
feeling shy of making the request.
Tomorrow, take me along with you.”

Next day, when Guru Sahib called out,
all three of them stood up. Guru Sahib said,
“Well brother Adam! repeat yesterday’s
demand again. Tell me - what do you
want?” The daughter submitted, “O
Sovereign! both my parents feel shy of
voicing their demand. But I want the boon
of a brother.”

Guru Sahib became silent. He closed
his eyes and saw everything that was writ
in his fate. Guru Sahib said, “Brother Adam!
even after seven incarnations you will not
have a son. A son is not writ in your fate

(Continued on page 83)

‘Atam Marg’ 77

March, 2014



A Leper Redeemed

Dear holy devotees, it is worth
knowing how Guru Nanak underwent
troubles for the redemption of the burning
world. When we go out, there are
arrangements of good residence, good food
and nice beddings for us. But Guru Ji spent
the night sleeping on bare earth which was
cleaned with the branches of the tree under
which Guru Ji slept. Bhai Mardana felt very
much concerned over the sleeping of Guru
Ji along with them by using his arm as
pillow and rising early in the morning.
Today our richness and honour are due to
the grace of Guru Nanak. But he himself
spent the nights in forests and inhabitations
finding a place of solitude. He would take
a bath in the nearby available clean water
and hold Kirtan of Asa Di Var. If some
listeners came attracted he held spiritual
conversation with them. He walked always
on foot and carried very few necessities
with him and used wooden sandals. He
would wear simple long gown without
buttons. He never used gaudy dresses. He
used a long cloth to cover the body during
the day and spread that very cloth on the
ground and took rest thereon. Undergoing
ineffable sufferings he gave us the superb
message -

“True in the prime, True in the beginning of
ages, True He is even now and True He,
verily, shall be, O Nanak.”

wife Ag garfe Ag
g gt rg a5 gAt 5t AG U wfar - 1
We do not bring before our mind the
difficulties suffered by Guru Nanak for us.

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

We have forgotten both Guru Ji and God.
The great people renounce everything.
When we read about Muhammad Sahib, we
come to know that he passed his life with
two long clothes only. Guru Nanak Dev Ji
had to face thieves, robbers, bad people and
sorcerers. At Deepalpur (now in Pakistan)
some villagers noticed the presence of Guru
Nanak and his two companions. They
suspected their bonafides and decided to
ask them to leave that place. They came
and said to Guru Ji, “We do not know
whether you are real or unreal saints. But
we will not permit your stay here for the
night.” On this Guru Ji left that place. He
also said to Bhai Mardana, “This place is
not our ownership. We cannot pick a
quarrel with these people, that we must
spend the night there because we have
cleaned it. Let us go" Guru Ji wished them
their welfare and left that place. They again
came to the second place where Guru Ji
tried to settle for the night and asked them
to leave that place also. They repeated this
action at four or five places. Then Guru Ji
enquired from them if there was any place
for the staying of the saints in their village.
In reply they said together, “No, no. We
wont allow the strangers to stay in our
village for the sake of safety.”

Then Guru Ji said to them, “Look! you
are men of God, Who has given you good
houses to live in, good food to eat, vehicles
to travel in. How strange is it that you can’t
do anything for His creation? The saints
wish you well always. They have come to
the world to tell you that human body has
been blessed to you for meeting God. How
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shall the villagers benefit if no saint comes
to stay there? Who will preach you to
rescue you from the clutches of mammon
(maya). You are doing no good deed. Then
what will you get in the court of Dharam
Raj (Lord of Righteousness)? Life goes waste
without doing good deeds, without service
to humanity and giving something in
charity. In every good village a common
place is reserved by the elders for the
service and stay of the outsiders, saints and
sadhus. They also supply food to those
saints. It is the duty of family men to earn
honestly, share their honest earnings with
others and listen to the sermons of the
saints to achieve the boon of the Name of
God.” At that time some mischievous
villagers exchanged notes and said, “Sorry
Baba! we had forgotten. There is really a
good place arranged for the stay of saints
like you. That place is at some distance
from the village. We did not know that you
are saints. It is our habit to suspect the
sadhus. You are giving good advice.” They
told Guru Ji the way leading to that place
and said, “Your Holiness! if you go straight
on this path you will reach a tree near
which is situated a nice palace. From
distance you will feel the good smells
coming out of that palace. The inmate of
that place will receive you. He does not
sleep for the whole night. You will certainly
like to stay there. There is also a well
nearby where you can take a bath. We are

sorry. We have been considering you a
thief.”

His Holiness said, “Well brothers! May
God bless you! Whether the said house
gives good or bad smells it does not make
any difference. Because we have to remain
according to the will of God living in a hut

or a palace is immaterial. You just guide us
properly.” The villagers repeated the above.
After this Guru Ji proceeded towards that
place with his companions, saying, “Let us
go, whether we will get a good place or it
will be converted into a good place,
whether the smells are foul, or the foul
smells are to be converted into good smells,
we have to do good to the village under the
command of God.” These observations
shook the villagers. They started thinking
that the saint might not be a realized soul.

Guru Ji reached near the place, as
guided by the villagers. Mardana said,
“Your Holiness they had said that good
smells shall issue from this place. But I am
feeling headache. A foul smell like the
smell of a dead animal is also being felt by

4

me.

His Holiness smiled and said,
“Mardana! we have to pass this night here
as willed by Creator (God). You start
music. We will enjoy inner smell and also
abide in the inner mansion. Dear Mardana!
The villagers are self-willed. They have sent
us mischievously. In this hut lives a leper.
From his body foul smell is issuing. We
have to unite with the Word. Then there
shall be neither good nor bad smell. You
blend yourself with the inner smell and
spend the night here patiently. One day this
hut will become a palace. This leper shall
bring the village on the right path. There
cannot be a pain when the Name is
enshrined in the mind. The dust of the feet
of a lover of the Name is so blessed that if
it is applied on the forehead of the ailing
person, the disease is removed.” They all
slept for the night there.

Next morning they took a bath at the
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nearby well. From the nearby hut sound of
bewailing was quite audible as the night
was calm. Some one was weeping aloud
and blaming God for his ailment. He was
saying, “O God! the whole world is happy.
I alone have been punished by You. There
are bigger sinners than me. They are happy
and enjoying life. There is no justice in
Your house.” Guru Ji took pity on him. He
asked Mardana to start the music. From his
sacred throat rose the tune many times
sweeter than the song of nightingale. The
whole atmosphere began to reverberate. The
leper stopped bewailing. The hymn was -
“My soul burns over and over again. Greatly
agonised, the soul is distracted and falls a
prey to many sins. The body, that forgets the
Guru’s words, screams like a chronic
patient.”

A8 Fuz & g9 91 I 3 ¥ §GF FIT U

i 3fs gt fenfs mfe il (A€ yar art fessTe Il
wtar - 661

The leper heard the holy voice that the
man who forgets the Lord and is disunited
from the tune of the Name within, bewails
like a leper. The soul of man is entangled
in pleasures and burning. Consequently the
soul is suffering. The leper became one
with the holy verse, sung by Guru Nanak,
the vibration of which was enchanting. He
started pondering over the person, "Whose
voice was so powerful, hearing which his
pain of leprosy disappeared?" He also
realized that his blaming God was futile
because He heard his inner pain and came
to his rescue. That God has given us ears,
nose, eyes and all other organs. He has also
given us tongue to talk sweet. This tongue
succeeds by reciting the Name. That God
saved the being in the fire of the womb of
the mother. After the birth the attachment
with pleasures is a black stain. With these

sins and blackstains man goes to the Court.
But the soul with such ugly face is not
honoured there. Meditation on the Name of
God is done with the grace of God. With
sincere and devotional meditation the soul
achieves emancipation. Without the
meditation of the Name of God there is no
other way of emancipation. Even the man
entangled in worldly pleasures can be
saved if he makes a sincere prayer to God
to take him out of that entanglement
because God is giver of all. He hears the
prayer and blesses the petitions with His
Name, and consequently the drowned man
also starts swimming. Hearing the holy
hymn the leper felt peace and relief. He
forgot about his disease. He came out and
prostrated himself before Guru Nanak.
Guru Maharaj asked him to take a bath
with the water left after his (Guru's) bath.
After the bath the disease disappeared. He
became perfectly healthy. His body shone
like gold. His happiness was boundless. We
have to ponder over this hymn. As the man
suffering from leprosy from head to foot
bewails, similarly the man who forgets
Gurbani and the tune of the Name within
him breaks down, happiness disappears
from his mind. He starts bewailing. Distress
of anxieties and deep sighs crush him.
Why? This hymn provides full explanation
which must be understood properly. Firstly
the whole universe has originated from bani,
the Holy Divine Word -

“They have all been made from the Lord’s

One Word.”

Ex == 3 AfT nTil war - 1003
Then where does this pure form of bani
abide? Guru Ji clarifies it in Japuji -

“(My) obeisance is unto (God), who Himself

is worldly valuables Himself the Word of
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Brahm.
He is true and beautiful and rapture ever
abides within His mind.”

FHAT wifg gt ganTe i
Afg gare AeT His g7 11 »ar - 4

This pure Bani has come from Him
(Ekankar) Bhai Gurdas says -

“The Formless Lord manifested and called
Himself Ekankar, the One Boundless.
The Word (Oankar) arose from Him and the
Universe appeared, with numerous names
and forms."
fsdara »arg dfe edarg mutg AeTar il
gdqgd HEE & G ard ma'd 51T

grel JgeH A, 9 26/2

The Tenth Guru also says -

“In the prime Oankar was uttered by Him

The same tune (Oankar) pervades the whole

world.”

ygH &H a9 35 97 7 g5 Y3 AT H Javll
Guru Nanak further says -

The One Lord has created the universe. He
has made days, nights and everything.
The forests, grass, the three worlds and
water, the four Vedas, the four sources of
c r e a t i 0 n

The nine regions, the seven continents and
all the worlds; they have all been made from
Lord’s One Word.

O man, realize thou thy Creator Lord.
If thou meet with True Guru, then alone
shalt thou understand Him.

The entire world is engrossed in the three
modes.

It lands in hell and heaven. In self-conceit
man comes and goes.

The soul is not allowed to stay even for a
moment.

Without the Guru, there is pitch darkness.
Meeting with the True Guru, one is
emancipated.

&nafa @3yt byt feam A a3t
g FT fgg=se yet gfq g€ g9 getil

45 el Afs &wm il 8 a=7< 3 AfF Tl

FIESTTT 5T 3 Il AFFAT B 3 §F G I

g J& abyr yRTT Il FI& FIGT HETITU

gen wre mret wE feag & uE areti

§¥ g3 JIaTil Hfs AFga fsAIari

Mar - 1003
“Shabad Dhuni” ie. tune of the word
has been referred to as bani in this hymn.
The Regions, Continents, Sky, Underworld
and infinite number of Worlds orginated
from Bani which is ineffable. Contrarily we
are aware of worldly languages. Men,
animal, sentient beings, water, fire, sky,
stones, all speak. But they speak in their
own languages. However before the creation
only One God existed. The first “Word” He
uttered, with which the whole creation came
into existence, that Word or Bani exists in
all sentient beings. The realized souls call
it “Name Dhuni” - tune of the Name. As
soon as we come into contact with this
“Name Dhuni”, bliss and light appear in the
mind. Nectar rains from the eyes of such a

person. As has been said in Gurbani -

“Ambrosia rains from the glance of him,
who knows God.”

gan famrat &b fenfe »fifg gantipiar - 273
The man in tune with the “Name
Dhuni” becomes mighty. Whatever, he says
becomes true. He remains always blissful.
He feels not tired, feeble and old. He is ever
active and smart. Some people are seen
faded, despite the height of youthfulness.
Such people also become happy if they
happen to meet some realized soul and
fondness for the Name is created in their
mind. Their faces start blooming. Their
voices become honey sweet. Everybody
thinks them as his own. All the great saints
call this tune Oankar Dhuni or Name Dhuni
(vibration of Oankar or Name) -

“In the Lord’s love is the spiritual vision and
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through the spiritual vision the Lord is
comprehended.

By the Guru’s grace, this ineffable discourse
is known.”

gfes Hfa famg fams Hia aifswmr
FIHId Mag aaratil »far - 879

All the solar systems, realms and regions

run in a system controlled by “Oankar
Dhuni” or “Name Dhuni” -

“By the Name are sustained all the
creatures.
By the Name are supported the regions of
the earth, and solar systems.
By God’s Name are supported the Simirtis,
the Vedas and the Puranas.
By the Name's support the mortals hear of
Divine Knowledge and meditation.
Lord’s Name is the prop of the skies and
under worlds.
Lord’s Name is the prop of all the bodies.
By the Name are supported all the worlds
and spheres.
Men have been saved by associating with the
Name and hearing it with their ears.
Whom the Master mercifully attaches to His
Name,
O Nanak, the servant obtains salvation and
gets into the fourth state of beatitude.”
3 & g9 Ha1S ATl
BH d T79 5 gaHF Il
3 & grd AT g€ ya&s i
&M & gd F5& farts fams 11
3H & g3 HTOTH U |
&M & gid yatuT AT ISl
a7 & Afar €ad gfs qEs Il
afq fagur fF s a7 &8I
33q g68 ue HiT 7 7% aifg ug il

T - 284

Guru Ji also says -

“He is true and beautiful and rapture ever
abides within His mind.”

AT gare AeT His a6 11 »iar - 4
This state of mind arises with its
coming into contact with, “Oankar Dhun”

which is ever present in each person.
Some sort of infinite strength is generated
in his mind that even the dust where he
places his foot becomes sacred. With the
touching of that sacred dust on the
forehead several obstacles vanish. The
“Name Dhuni” appears in his mind about
which Guru Ji says -

“That Name Dhuni pervades the whole
universe.”

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, A g& yd Adr3 H aar il

Bhai Gurdas also says -

“With One word of Oankar Lord the
universe came into existence. I am sacrifice
to the Lord in the form as true Guru."

feaq a=€ ym€ afg Exaa warg AT Il
YggIH AIFTT BT I

gret grgerH A1, @9 40/7

How sweet must that “Dhuni” be which

is ever existing? It is said about Lord
Krishna that he always kept his flute with
him. The cows Krishna grazed, left off
grazing and started looking towards him
when he played on his flute. If he played
on the flute continuously the cows
assembled around him. That flute music
was so enchanting that it influenced the
animals and birds. Similarly it has been
heard from the great saints that when Guru
Nanak Dev sang the hymns in the forests,
the lions, leopards, deer, the goats and
other animals came and sat together around
Guru Ji. We are also aware that bell’s note
tempts and attracts the deer so much that
it advances towards the hunter even at the
cost of its life. In joy the deer starts rolling
on the ground and is caught. The saints
who have experienced the inner “Oankar
Dhuni”, tell us that this holy sound can be
heard clearly from each small body hair,
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every particle, water, wind and fire -

“The earth, nether-world and firmament, O

my soul, all meditate on the Lord Master’s

Name.

The wind, the water and the fire, O my soul,

ever hymn the praise of Lord God, the

Master.

The woods, the grass blades and the whole

world,

O my soul, utter with their mouth the Lord

Master’s Name.

Nanak, he who fixes his mind, through the

Guru, on Lord’s devotional service',

O my soul, is robed in the God’s Court.”

gafs y3E g § Hat fAeale

Afg afg afg &y famre anf i

y@z yetl §i39 Aat el

foz afg afg afg A7 are T il

e fge Ag Wy & Hat higaie

Wl afg afg s faomre anf i

aaq 3 afg efg gaTfenr nat fieate i

7 JIHfe FIF HE &< THII Ml - 1100

A story goes that Sant Baba Gurbachan

Singh Khalsa waited on Sant Baba Sunder
Singh. One day he supplicated, “Your
Holiness! enable me to hear the Name,
present in every particle.” Sant Baba Sunder
Singh Ji said, “You just put your ear against
the door or wall. You will hear the “Name
Dhuni” from everywhere.” It can be heard
from each pore of the body of a Gurmukh
(Guruward).

Dr. Swami Ram, a great Jogi, writes that
when he resided in the icy caves he
applied his ear to a tree and heard music
tune. The same music tune he heard by
applying his ear to the stone of the cave
and grass in the forest. He was really
astonished to hear the enchanting tune. So
this Bani, called Braham Bani is present
within everything.

Its abode is in Para Bani (The Divine
Hymn from Beyond) and from it the whole
creation originated. Anybody who hears this
holy tune escapes the cycle of births and
deaths. Those who forget this Bani suffer
the pain of a chronic patient.

“The body, that forgets the Guru’s words
screams like a chronic patient.”

7 3fx gret ferfa el
fa€ yar gart fessfE

After the recovery of the leper, Guru Ji
asked Mardana to give some spare clothes,
if any, to him. Alongwith the physical
recovery Guru Ji granted him mental
recovery also by destroying all his past
misdeeds. Guru Ji blessed him with the
boon of the Name of God. “Name Dhuni”
became audible to him within and light
appeared there. Shine returned to his face
and his eyes. Guru Ji said, “Dear Fakir
(saint)! thank God and go in the village.”
Obeying the command, he went about in
the village of Deepalpur. People recognised
him and were extremely astonished over
the miracle with which his leprosy, emitting
foul smell, had vanished and his body had
become healthy and handsome. On their
asking he said, “O Fools you said mo' to
God Who had visited your village. You
could not provide place for his stay for the
night. That too under the trees and not in
the houses. You diverted him to me. I had
only foul smelling body. Even the birds did
not come near me. Not to talk of men. He
spent the night on the bare ground. Early
in the morning he sung such a holy song
which drew me out of leprosy and distress
like a man drawn out of mud. He is God.
For my good luck he had to come to me.
You simply became the cause. I took a bath
in his left over water and my body became

War - 661
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healthy and handsome. The news about
this miracle spread like a wild fire and the
people of Deepalpur started repenting over
their sin. They all rushed to Guru Nanak
Dev Ji and fell at his feet with full hope
that he would forgive them like an
affectionate mother who not only pardons
but also embraces the erring son. They all
echoed in one voice “Fazal-Fazal-Fazal
Grace, Grace, Grace." Guru Ji took pity and
made them his devotees and said, “O
innocent people! the Sadhus go about in the
world for the redemption of man, as the
clouds rising from the ocean which rain in
the drought areas and bring greenness. You
build an inn (common place for stay). Sit in
holy assembly both the times (morning &
evening). Take care of the outside visitors.
Abandon self-will and devote yourself to
God. Rise early and recite the Name of
God. God shall bless you with His gifts. In
the totally dry lotus mind when the rain of
the Name shall fall, you will have deep
bliss. Even the palaces of diamond cannot
match that happiness.”

(A chapter from the Book -
gafsmT Qui a€)

/—',_'_—._Q—.\'\

(Continued from page 76)

for you have committed some big mistake.
But you have served the devotees and
pleased them. Three sons we have already
been blessed with, and the fourth is yet to
be born. We grant that fourth son unto you
and name him Bhai Bhagtu; he will be a
born ‘Sidha’ (divine; or one who has attained
miraculous worldly and spiritual powers).”

So, in this way -

‘Whoever the Four Boons seeks,

In service to the holy must engage.” P. 266

g1fg yegg 7 & maj//

g 737 &1 AeT &TaT I

And Guru Sahib did not like a man

until he rendered service. He, who does not
render service, is a dead man -

‘Be one handsome in extreme, of high

lineage,

Endowed with intellect, greatly learned in

theology, wealth -

Without love for the Lord, saith Nanak,
Reckon such a one as dead.’” P. 253
»fsg Heg gBls 933

Wl fenrast ga<z 1l

fraza aafa a7aar

fag yifs aat Farez il

Accursed are his hands and feet if his
head does not bow at the Guru’s lotus feet,
and accursed are his eyes, if they do not
have a glimpse of him (Guru). If his ears
do not hear the holy Gurbani, they are
accursed, and if he does not recite the
Guru’s holy chant, accursed is his tongue.
If he does not come walking on his feet to
the holy congregation and render service
there, about such a one Bhai Gurdas Ji has
said -

Refrain: Accursed are the hands and feet
That render not service to the
Guru.
ggaT - fgdad agt fat &
gy giat @l AeT, fagarT agt dat § -
2

So, in the Guru’s abode, voluntary

service carries great importance and value-
‘He, who performs the Guru’s service

without desire for reward attains to the
Lord. P. 287

Rer 37 afe fsaamti
f3m a6 a3 uaufs grruti

(... to be continued)
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