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VISHAV

Kharar,

H'&TST
200/-
220/-

H&TG
2500/-

Postal Address for any Enquiry, Money Order,

Cheque and drafts :
GURMAT ROOHANI MISSION
CHARITABLE TRUST

Gurdwara Ishar Parkash, Ratwara Sahib
(Near Chandigarh) P.o. Mullanpur Garibdas, Teh.

Distt. Ajitgarh (Mohali) 140901, Pb. India

SUBSCRIPTION - d€T - (€H)

Ales % gt anit

2000/~ 20/-
2020/- (For outstation cheques)

SUBSCRIPTION FOREIGN (fe€n)

fies I
25000/-
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Exemption U/S 80-G vide Cir. No. 7/2010
[F.No. 197/21/2010-I TA-11]

Registration Under Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act 1976 R.No0.115320023

FUSa d1. I3<F Afag

(Fft Ws ) == I9ew fAw 9855132009
g3z Afoy 01602255001
wasus gfdar AUl 9417214386
UIH Afsaguar St @ Aeew 9417214381
g W3 I®A, a9fHT IBA 9417214382
e =16 0872814385, 9417214385
g difde fRw fefemr Wes (CBSE) 01602255003
A3 =femy fRw Ag® (PSEB) 01602255004
968 9417214384, 83
TJAUS® A - 0160-2255007, 8872485694
fagg wmeH 0160-2254459

For more

http:#

information please visit us on internet at:-
Email : atammargl@yahoo.co.in

http:# www.ratwar asahib.net,
http # www.ratwar asahibmedia.org
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Editor's Note

Atam Marg, a monthly magazine was
started in April 1995 to disseminate the
spiritual knowledge as enunciated in Guru
Granth Sahib. The magazine has travelled a
long journey since then & is entering into
19th year of its publication. We extend our
hearty congratulations to all the readers on

this auspicious occasion of Baisakhi.

The sole initiative came from Sant
Waryam Singh Ji, Founder President Vishav
Gurmat Roohani Mission Charitable Trust.
The flame is now being ably carried by his
successor, Sant Lakhbir Singh JI. The main
aim of mission is to spread the teachings of
Guru Granth Sahib through discourses at
religious congregations, through audio and
video cassettes and through books. With
this mission in view Sant Ji founded and
Mata Ji (Ranjit Kaur Ji) inaugurated the first
issue of Atam Marg in April 1995 which has
since then received tremendous response
from devotees both at home and abroad. In
this short period of 18 years its membership
has spread tremendously in India and
abroad - England, America, Canada,
Australia, Germany, Greece, Kuwait, Dubali,
Italy, Holland and Malaysia. With the
blessings of Sat Guru Ji & guidance of
Chairman of the mission Sant Lakhbir Singh

Ji we are presenting April 2013 issue of
Atam Marg as 'Baisakhi issue". The learned
authors have tried to bring out the
significance of the Baisakhi of 1699 from
various angles portraying the 'Khalsa'
created by Guru Gobind Singh Ji as a
perfect man. A new nation of dedicated
persons was born on Baisakhi of 1699. The
'Khalsa', the pure-ideal-man, as created by
the Guru is an embodiment of all virtues.
This has been most appropriately been

described by Sant Ji and other authors:

Khalsa should be kind, forgiving,
forbearing, non-violent, contented, modest,
given to service and charity, sweet-tongued,
tar-sighted, seeking partnership with all,
capable of removing injustice, sharing his
wealth of produce with others, doing
honest labour and always lost in meditating
on God. The reader will enjoy reading each
word of the articles and is sure to get new
inspiration. It certainly touches the core of
our heart and one surrenders to the Guru

without any reservation.

Happy Baisakhi to all the readers

(Dr.) Jagjit Singh
Chief Editor
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Significance of Baisakhi

The genesis of Baisakhi celebration can be
traced back to Guru Nanak's times. Some
historian record birthday of Guru Nanak Dev
Ji on Baisakhi of 1469 and not in the month
of Kartik as is being celebrated now. Guru
Amar Das Ji, the third Guru had got a Baoli
(well with steps) dug for the welfare and
good of the people to save them from the
terrible and baneful effects of Kaliyuga. It was
on a Baisakhi day that the well had penetrated
the hard rock and water gushed forth from it.
Water is the basic source of life for all the
world. One can survive without food for a
considerable time but without water one can
hardly survive even for a few hours. Just as
only by quenching the thirst with water the
agony of thirsty person can be removed,
similarly the distress of suffering humanity of
Kaliyug was amelorated and lessened on the
Baisakhi Day by this act of kindness. The rock
in the Baoli was penetrated, the water gushed
up and rose higher. People washed and laved
themselves with it imbibing a great sense of
relief and comfort.

On this very day of Baisakhi Guru Hari
Krishan Ji Maharaj has pointed out that 'Baba
is at Bakala' and has ordained the Sikh sangat
to locate Guru Tegh Bahadur, the new Guru
at Bakala. It is because of these reasons that
the day of Baisakhi has ever been a day of
blessings. If we could call this day of Baisakhi
as the day of human awakening it will not
be an exaggeration. Undoubtedly the day
seems to be a day of man's spiritual
Renaissance because on this very Baisakhi day
a great epoch making and world shaking
miracle happened.

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

A great and solemn gathering of Sikhs
was proclaimed to be held on the last day of
the month of chet (March 1699). Messengers
and couriers were despatched with the text of
proclamation to all the members of Sikh
sangat. While addressing the huge
congregation the Guru Gobind Singh Ji said
‘It was on such a Baisakhi day that Guru
Nanak took the first spiritual step for the
emancipation of man. On such a Baisakhi day
the waters of the sacred Baoli at Goindwal
gushed forth. It was on a Baisakhi day that
Guru Hari Krishan Ji beckoned the Sikhs to
locate Guru Tegh Bahadur at Bakala. Today is
the last day of the month, one day before the
Baisakhi, tomorrow on the day of Baisakhi we
have to and we will create a New Man."

On that historic Basakhi of 1699, Guru
Maharaj dwelt upon the religio-political
ignorance and the murky haze clouding the
minds of people. Then suddenly without any
prior warning he stunned the gathering by
demanding a head to be offered in sacrifice to
the goddess of freedom. He said, "If there be
any beloved devotee of the Guru who has
overcome the illusion of the 'superimposed'
bodily existence as reality and by
understanding the identity of the 'self' has
acquired the 'Vision Beatific', let him come
forward and offer his head as an oblation to
freedom. The startled gathering was
dumbfounded. However, one great and wise
beloved Sikh of the Guru from Lahore,
named Daya Ram got up from the bewildered
congregation to offer himself for the sacrifice.
Imbued with a sense of great elation and elan
he said, "My Lord, | do not have anything

April, 2013 66

‘Atam Marg’



which | can call 'mine' in 'me’, on the basis of
which | can say | offer my head to you. By
your grace and kindness the 'l' in me is
completely erased, whatever 'is', is yours, then,
how can | say that 'l am offering 'my' head."
According to the Gursikh way of life the
highest attainment is the realisation of the
Divine Name of the Supreme Self. The
invaluable Nam whose value and worth is
beyond human reckoning, about which the
Guru says -

The Master's Name is invaluable. None

knows its worth.

Who have good luck recorded on their brow,
they, O Nanak! enjoy God's love.

ATEl 3T MH& & & a&t Aree
faaT s1er Hafd B 3789 dfg dar m?ﬁ//
war - 81

But to attain this exalted state one has to
barter ones heart, rather the whole being in
exchange to the Guru. The subjective
awareness of the 'Iness' is to be completely
eliminated, and changed into a feeling of
complete non-existence. Because man's
perception of the empirical 'I' is the greatest
obstacle obstructing the realisation of ultimate
union. This obstruction is called (Haumein) the
I-ego. This is not to be confused with a sense
of pride of anything but is a subtle awareness
of the perception that 'l-am' and the feeling of
'my' and 'mine’, the natural concomitant of the
'l This congruent fusion of 'I' and 'mine'
could be called an ego. This is a huge and
formidable wall which entraps the human
being and isolates and alienates his reason and
intellect. In the course of time this feeling
becomes so firm and strong that even the
cycle of millions of births and deaths is unable
to break the superimposed identity of the 'I'
on the empirical self (body). Just as in the
darkness the false attribution of a rope to the
snake is confirmed, the illusion of wrong

supposition can not be eliminated till one is
able to determine the reality with one's own
eyes in the light of the day. Until he has
satisfied himself that it is a rope he continues
to accept the rope as a snake. Ignorance is
regarded as a dense darkness in which the
apparent appearances of the objects and things
do not appear in their real state. One can only
guess and make conjecture's about them untill
one could see the reality in broad day light.
As Guru Maharaj avers in this respect -

The bride and the Groom dwell together, but

in-between them is the hard wall of ego.

The Perfect Guru has demolished the wall of

ego and slave Nanak has met his God, the
Lord of woods.

gx fug ar feq gt Afar emwr fefg a@h 3ifs
Fgratil
gia y3 T84 sifs 39t A5 575a fd Fs=atll
War - 1263
It is only within the power of the perfect
Guru to shatter this tough wall, man is but
absolutely impotent and helpless against it, like
a child who wants to lift a heavy one ton
weight. But if he uses the pulley-system the
child can lift the weight easily if he so desires.
Similarly by accepting the teachings of the
Guru as Gospel Truth and through them by
destroying one's assumed being and identity
completely, one can realize very clearly and
distinctly that there is nothing in this world
which can be called 'I'' When 'I' is not there
then how can there be 'mine'? Therefore, the
Perfect Guru by taking pity on the individual
(life monad) emancipates him from the false
world of appearances and makes him aware of
what he 'is' in reality.

Bhai Daya Ram, the perfect Braham
Giani, the adept Raj Yogi, the accomplished
Bhakat Yogi, with a consummate command of
spiritual practices, was an epitome of self
effacing humility of the one who can sacrifice
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everything at the lotus feet of the Guru. Bhai
Daya Ram while offering his head said in all
humility.

Kabir, nothing is mine within me. Whatever

there is, that is Thine, O Lord.

If I surrender unto Thee, what is Thine, what

does it cost me?

g9l #ar Hg HiT fag a9t 7 fag d 7§ 3aril

397 g7 &8 AQUT faw™ BT Al

mar - 1375
After accepting one head, the Guru

flourished his blood smeared sword again and
demanded another head. The enlightened
perfect Sikh Bhai Dharam Das came forward,
and then Bhai Himmat Rai the third one, the
fourth one was Bhai Mohkam Chand, the fifth
and last one was Bhai Sahib Chand, all the
five came turn by turn and offered their heads
to be sacrificed. They belonged to the various
parts of India, and as devotees of Guru had
come to Anandpur Sahib to participate in the
Baisakhi festival and to listen to the spiritual
discourses of the Gurus, trudging hundred of
miles almost for months together. Bhai Daya
Ram Ji came from Lahore, Bhai Dharam Das
from Hastinapur, Bhai Himmat Rai a cook
from Jagan Nath Puri, and Bhai Mohkam
Chand a tailor from Dwarka, and Bhai Sahib
Chand was from Andhra Pradesh who was the
fifth to respond to the Guru's call.

Guru Maharaj, the Tenth Master revealed
to the world the manifest form of the
Almighty Lord, in the tangible human frame
of the five who have effaced their personality,
the superimposed ego of corporeal existence,
who were ready and keen to offer their heads
to the Guru. Instead of summoning the
powers of fire Guru Gobind Singh Ji invoked
the spiritual power of the Word and the
palpable physical powers of the sword, and
then consecrated it with the life giving water
to create a New Man.

The cool serenity of the water, the mellow
sweetness of the Nam and the evil-destroying
power of the sword was blended with the
honeyed sweetness of the sugar-puffs (U3™)
(which Mata Jito Ji had put in the water at the
time of preparation of initiatory Amrit), to
prepare this Elixir of life. All the residual
proclivities of the past, accumulated Karmic
impressions, pertaining to birth, caste and place
of these five Guru Sikhs were erased and
washed off, and a new life was instilled into
each of them with five sips of the potent
Pahul (Elixir of life), five handfuls were poured
on their heads, eyes sprinkled and rinsed with
it. Thus were they blessed with stable and
unwavering insight of the spiritual knowledge,
the gnosis, (Braham Gian).

Now the five Beloved Ones (A fumm)
were god like humans, the divine in the human
form, God incarnate. To talk of them severally
as separate individuals is to deny them their
divinity. Whereas the reality is that this
collective unity of the five is the embodiment
of the divine in the human form as a God in
Person. Manifest in them He was visible
distinctly both within and without. Separately
they are the individual members of the Khalsa
brotherhood, as enlightened kindred souls,
which in itself is a very lofty and exalted spiritual
status just as Gurbani says -

He who knows the spiritual bliss
He is the pure heavenly Khalsa.

Between God, myself and him
There is not even a grain of difference.

MTIN A AT A3at, § & 487 el

Y3 HIg, 7 HIT, IH HIT d8a 5795 F< i
H9Y 8T d[g §
But collectively they are the divinity
incarnate. It was this synergic divine
collectivity of the five, before which Guru
Gobind Singh Ji bowed in reverence. And
with folded hands in supplication begged from
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them the boon of the initiatory Amrit, 'My
Lord, do not deprive me of this boon of
Amrit, let me also partake of it." Exactly the
way he administered the holy Amrit to the five
exalted ones, he too received the same in a
similar manner from them. This way he was
united with them intertwined like warp with
weft. The Guru visible in the five and the five
merged in the Guru, like the waves on the
surface of water rising and falling and then
merging again in the water. From water they
emerge and with water they merge, the spirit
of the water permeating both. As is
mentioned in Suraj Parkash -

Waheguru's Khalsa is par excellence superb

Blessed he is with the victory bestowed by

God.

Divine, kingly and superhuman is this

immortal panth

The gap between the Hindus and Muslims it

ills

j;"o remove the warring of Hindus and

Muslims.

To establish Dharma and destroy the sin

And to adore the Guru a new tradition has
been started.

Sfugrg At & I YBAT AT T,
efaqrg At at s &3 § §g87Et J1
yig YSHT FTHIT 7 MHT YT,
Ke fa 39a ¢ at a5 & freet 31
godd AgYYE d, YUs J 4Y¥ A,
Jg AvE &, 38l 317 g gBE I/
Al @9 Y3 gad dig
Addressing them Guru Ji said, "Khalsa Ji,
you and God Almighty are now merged into
one unity. There is no difference between the
Guru and Almighty God. Wealth, rank,
religion and political ministry, skilful dexterity,
resourcefulness, wisdom, charity and mastery
over weapons all will be your willing slaves.
The Guru, while thinking of the Grace of God
on this occasion expresses his gratitude thus -

By the order of the eternal Supreme God
Came the revelatory wisdom

Then I created this
The perfect manly Khalsa.

TT 99 HIA'® & gan A&, Qufa& fafarmaTi
I9 AIA IfG6 YTBAT ATEF HIEBT|
el ggen Ay eqar 9
This initiatory ceremony of the Pahul was
given the name of Amrit. This by the Grace
of God and Guru Ji Maharaj is the means to
reveal and access the fountain head of spiritual
power, hitherto hidden and withheld from the
world at large.

There is a saying that Rishis, Munis, gods,
goddesses, the Arifs, the enlightened seers and
wise men were aware of this fact that there is
some liquid, the drink of gods, the water of
life (Elixir) which has the power to liberate the
human beings from the clutches of Time and
Fate. This is known as ‘Abihayat’, the Persian
phrase means the bestower of life. Semetic
religious tradition accepts the existence of such
a water, which has the power to make men
immortal.

In the Indian ancient thought the word
having the same meaning is ‘Amrit, which the
gods and demons had obtained by churning
the ocean along with other thirteen precious
finds. Many physicians and Ayurvedic experts
claim and believe that waters of certain springs
have curative medicinal properties. In a
metaphoric language such waters are called
‘Abi-hayat' or 'Amrit’. Inspite of this assertion
some credulous men of faith still firmly believe
in the existence of such miraculous waters.
Muslim tradition believes that the spring of
‘Abihayat' is hidden in complete darkness. That
Khwaja Khizar who had savoured this water
and had become immortal is gaurding the
spring. It is said according to the ancient
historians of Islam that Khizar was the minister
of Zalkarnal or Alexander. He was successful
in tracing and locating the spring of 'Abi
hayat', while Alexander the king of Macedonia
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who was also searching for the well was
unsuccessful. The basis of this story is a Greek
legend. It is a story related to Alexander
according to which his cook had found the
spring accidentally. One day when he tried to
wash the salted fish in the waters of a spring,
he was astonished to find that the fish had
regained its life and was alive and it slipped
from his hands into the spring. Then he also
drank a few sips of water and became
immortal for all times to come. Alexander
tried his best to find the spring but could not
find it. Out of sheer jealousy he threw Idris,
the cook, into the sea. Idris became the
immortal god of the sea. This is the original
story which began from Syria and ultimately
reached Arabia. In the Holy Quran as well
there is a brief allusion to the tale. (Sura 18 -
Aait 59-63). Looked from a philosophic point
of view 'Abehayat' the water of life is a simple
way of articulating man's quest and longing
for immortality, which his imagination has
conceived like the idea of a philosopher's stone
and necromantic alchemy.'

Guru Maharaj did not hide this
phenomenon. There was nothing clandestine,
secret and esoteric about it. Pointing the
significance of Amrit he said, "Beloved ones,
Amrit is that boon which you can obtain only
from the Guru, none else possesses the
treasured store, of this spiritual substance
called Amrit. Amrit is infact the Name Divine
of Lord Almighty, which has the power to
revive those benumbed and stupefied by their
ego. It eliminates the poisonous effects of the
human ego and the human being is able to
renounce the egoistic feeling of mundane
existence, obtain salvation (Nirvan) and
become immortal forever. Guru Ji says -

Nectar is the Name of the Lord God, O my

soul. By Guru's instruction the Name-Nectar
is attained.

Poisonous is the pride of worldly valuables,
O my soul. Through the God's Name-Nectar
this poison is eliminated.

Wbz afg afg avr & Hat [Heaie »hiz garfs

yrg gyl

g 7€ THII war - 538

The taste and flavor of Amrit cannot be

guessed unless you savour and experience it
yourself. One who relishes it once becomes
selfless by offering himself completely at the
lotus feet of the Guru. By the Grace and
compassion of the Guru he receives the Divine
Word from the Guru and attains the state of
immortality. As Gurbani points out -

Without tasting, no one enjoys the Name's

relish.

By the Guru's instruction, one indrinks the

Lord's Nectar.

In-drinking Nectar, the mortal acquires an

immortal status and Nectar he enjoys
through the Guru's gospel.

fes o9 AE @R & nfewril

Jg a mafe »h(g ubwtenri

HF Yt e yg I8

g & Fefe g IaT J i »ar - 1056

How to imbibe it and relish it is also

explained by Guru Ji Maharaj. After receiving
the potent power and the enlightenment from
the five Beloved Ones, one has to make use of
one's tongue to drink this immortal medicine
which has the power to remove all darkness
from the mind. Man's heart is brimful with
Amrit. Like a girl drawing water from the well
with the help of a rope and a bucket, the
spiritual seeker too with the help of his tongue
reciting ‘Waheguru', 'Waheguru' draws Amrit
from deep within his heart and gets ecstatically
intoxicated with it.

The tongue tastes the Lord's essence, the

heart is drenched with Lord's love and the

mortal meditates on the True Name.
The heart well is brimming with the Lord's
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ambrosia and through the Name's
meditation; the water-carrier draws and
drinks it.

graT gfg uld »'3g 3lA AT Rafe gleati
W3fg yaer whffs sfagwmr rge afe ubd
ufsaratii war - 570
Guru Ji declared that all the gods, rishis
and munis were in search of 'Amrit' but could
not succeed because they were not destined to
do so. When they drank 'Amrit' obtained after
churning the ocean what they drank was only
a material substance, not the spiritual essence.
This 'Amrit’ which Guru Ji gave the Sikhs to
imbibe is also obtained by churning the ocean
within, the churning appliance is placed in the
mind (consciousness) of man and the two
powerful forces working and pulling the
churning ropes are busy and active since times
immemorial. One is the godly tradition and
the other is the demonic tradition. The former
attracts you towards life of virtue where the
latter pushes you towards evil and vices. The
demonic tradition pushes you hard towards
the infernal world of evil where lust, wrath,
envy, backbiting, slander, deceit are reigning
supreme. On the other side ranged against
them are the forces of heaven where truth,
compassion contentment, forgiveness, modesty,
nobility, charity, purity, forbearance are to the
fore. This churning of mind and spirit within
is done in a very serene and tranquil manner.
Just as by steadily churning the milk we get
butter, similarly by plying the churner of Nam
we get the refined spiritual quintessence. Amrit
is that state of super consciousness, that
lasting inebriation which when experienced,
makes you forget everything else except the
pervasive living presence of God. Guru
Maharaj says in this regard -

The angelic persons and the silent sages
search for the Divine Nectar. That Nectar I

have obtained from the Guru.

He, to whom the Guru shows mercy, obtains

the Nectar and keeps the True Lord enshrined

in his mind.

gfg 53 Hf& A5 HHT A€ F HH{T TT 3

yrfenr il

e (g aifg fqur st rer Hﬁs' SHTEMT I

wmar - 918
When the enlightened Gursikhs gather

together to sing the praises of the Lord, this
divine gift of Amrit - the Gurus Word, the
Gurbani with full concentration and deep faith,
then the Lord's casement within the mind
opens and this boon is bestowed on the
devotees, who if once imbibe its sublimating
intoxication are transported with joy forever.
Guru Maharaj further says in this connection -

In the fourth watch of the early morn,
yearning arises in the mind of the men of
exalted understanding.
They have friendship with the streams, and
in their mind and mouth is the True Name.
There ambrosia is distributed and the
fortunate recieve Name's gift.
The body is assayed like gold and takes on
the colour of spiritual progress.
988 yafg mgg & gafsmr Gur g€ i
f3aT @atwrer MG Erat His Wi raT &6 11
65 iz b aant Jfe ume i
dgas FfemT arbd 31 g3 gFE
WHar - 146
All the poisonous grime is washed clean
by bathing in the pool of Amrit (Amritsar).
Gurbani, the word of the Guru is the pool,
Guru's own pool, the water in this pool is that
of Nam, the divine Word.

O man, serve thou the True Guru, the
Unfathomable ocean and thou shalt obtain
the profit of the wealth of the Name jewel.
Meeting with the Guru, the ocean of
contentment and bathing in the tank of the
Name-Nectar, the sin's filth is washed off.

RTT Af3arad ReE warari

yreg AW IIF 95 BT
fafem g e Wiz Afg =g
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g Ag A3y yifenri war - 1043
Therefore, it is obvious now that the
means to reach the door of salvation is
through inculcating Nam-Amrit only.
The Name of God, the Immaculate
Nectareous water, is the best medicine in
the world.

Says slave Bhikhan, by Guru's grace, I have
obtained the door of salvation.

gfg ar &0 Y3 A% fsans feg #@yg Afar

ATl

qra’uaﬂfl%raﬁﬂa'aiu?jwe@ﬁqewu

WMaT - 659
Therefore, the false notion of primacy of

body in life and the superimposed illusion of
ego of those were destroyed who had imbibed
the elixir (Pahul) of the divine Name. They
were able to perceive their self identity and
understand what they ‘are' and discover the
source of the latent spiritual power, hidden
within them. It is to such people who had
savoured such an elixir of life (Amrit) that the
Guru gave the name of The Khalsa. The
Khalsa is immortal, the perfect true Guru, the
epitome and image of his Guru, and is the
Supreme Self himself. Khalsa is in itself an
eminent position and a lofty station and an
exalted state, within whom burns the light
with the power to remove all the gloom and
darkness of ignorance.

Guru Ji has very aptly described the Khalsa
thus -

Day and Night he contemplates

The vital dynamic Divine light;

Other than Him no thought stray

Does his mind ever admit;

Steady in his devotion, firm of Faith

Fasts, graves, crematories monastic
seclusion

Even by oversight he never tolerates;
Pilgrimage, charity and ritual compassion
Penitential abstinence and self mortification
Such hypocrisy he always shuns

Since his faith is firmly anchored in The

One.

When his heart is illumined with the Name

Then regard my Khalsa as pure unalloyed.

AarF AfF AU f57 THT, 8 fast HE 3F &

w1 Il

YI& Q0 YI1F AR, §F §iT H3T He 38 & WSl

glag &'& efew™ 3u W, & faaT afg &a

usTs i

Ygx A3 Ad we H, I HBA IfT SHBH

Ecll was @nsfs

An act so great and momentous that it

brought the celestial blissful ambience of the
Age of Truth (Satyayug) to transform the
gloomy atmosphere of the Dark Age (The
Kaliyug). Such an exalted being the Khalsa was
created whose heart is ever reverberating with
this heavenly lay -

May thy Name preached by Nanak prevail

and exalt the spirit
May thy will be done for the good of all.

33 & gFel aBT, 39 I& AIET aT IFT/
Khalsa is enlightened and wise without

the vile veneer of Maya on him. In his Khalsa-
Being the divine light is luminous burning
bright. He perceives the presence of all
pervasive divine in every aspect of life and all
living or inanimate objects, such as mountains,
the earth, the water. He is completely identified
and in tune with the Supreme Self. He is not
separate from Almighty God, and God too is
not separate from him. He and God are not
two separate entities, but the two names of the
same one realself. Whether you call it
Waheguru or Khalsa it is immaterial and makes
no difference. This certainly was a unique
event, a miracle and a very extraordinary
phenomenon, which gave this refractory
world a new direction exhorting them that the
world neither needs the nuclear weapons nor
other terrible means of destruction, should just
adopt and imbibe the Khalsa Ideals and the
whole world will be transformed into one
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fraternity and all will become one, the part of
the same divine light. Then we will learn this
lesson of the Gurbani.

All are called partners in Thy grace. Thou

art seen alien to none.

"8 mretes mefefs & fad & fenfs graar

AE Il war - 97

This world will become the common

heritage of all, a common house for one and
all, wherein live all friends and well-wishers.
All the wealth and all its resources are the
common possession of all. The dominance of
one man, one nation, one country over others
is nothing but an anarchic and sinister idea,
the product of dark minds. We did not create
this earth, it was created by Him who is the
Lord of the elixir of life (Amrit). All the
resources of the earth he bestowed on all and
every one in a collective sense. He has given
us the enlightenment, knowledge and the
ideals of Amrit (the ambrosial bliss) by
obtaining and acquiring which all the mutual
rancour and animosity will come to an end
permanently. Such a vision of life, a positive,
inclusive, comprehensive concept is emerging
which teaches us to transcend the limitations
of the selfish circumscribed self and to keep in
mind the common good of all, inspires us to
willingly sacrifice, everything of our own
including our pleasures, home and family to
protect and safeguard the rights of others.

Try to understand what is Amrit and
what is its import. In 1699 a miracle
happened. No other valiant soldier has been
able to show such a miracle, because the
Eternal God has Himself ordained and has
exhorted the Tenth Master thus -

I have given you the honour of being my son
To extend the Panth are you created

Go unto the world and start the way of
Dharma

Stop the people from being prey to the moral

depravity.

H my3dT g3 IfT faemr| ¥'g ygg a3d I

HTATI

AIT IIT 3 gay THTE| YT a95 T B JME/

MAH Yyl guetil
Amrit has the power to cure the human

mind of all evil and depravity. Amrit is holy
and divine and in its own right is supreme.
Because as God is called Timeless one, it is
beyond the destructive ambit of time.
Therefore any living being which comes in
contact with the ‘Amrit' is sublimated and
exalted from the mortal ambit to the timeless
sphere of immortality. Amrit is not the
exclusive property of any specific community
or religious leader. Its vessels are full to the
brim but unfortunately the people at large
have forsaken the immortalising elixir of life in
favour of the worldly pleasures and are
wasting their time in these useless pursuits.
Guru Ji says the Amrit, the ambrosial drink of
life is being neglected and forsaken and is
being pillaged and swindled.

The mind is brimful with Nectar, but the

perverse know not its relish,

Just as the deer knows not its own musk

and wanders about guiled by doubt,

So an apostate abandons ambrosia and

amasses poison. The Creator Himself has

infatuted him.

wg at wfg #fHg Fqyg § HEWYT A/g &

yrfenr il

A€ angat firgqr & AE FHeT IIHr FHTEwTII

Wz 3 fay Ha[d a9 Ws grwfemTil

»ar - 644

Within this body dwell the five thieves, lust,

wrath, avarice, attachment and pride.

They plunder Nectar. The apostate knows it

not and none hears the complaint.

fer €atl »efg g g9 eAfd &y g0 8F HT

wmdararil
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g BefT Hawy &d1 gofa dfe & g& yarari|
war - 600
Try to understand that the stream of
Amrit bliss which Guru Ji revealed to us for
the good of humanity is meant to create
perpetual peace and spiritual enlightenment in
the world. We pray to Almighty God for his
kind grace so that we should also be blessed
with the radiant consciousness of Amrit and
are thus imbued with the feeling and
determination to pay the required price to
obtain the boon of Amrit. The main source of
man's contention and fight is the internecine
quarrel between 'I' and 'you'. But when
through this divine intercession of Holy Amrit
the 'I' is completely obliterated then only 'you'
will remain, 'you' in perpetuity. When we
become aware of it only then we will be able
to understand the significance of the message
of the Tenth Master.

The institution of Atam Marg prays to
Almighty God to grant us the good sense to
understand apprehend and appreciate the
significance of Amrit and we also pray that the
whole world realises its imperative necessity
and indispensability. Only then the celebration
of Baisakhi will be regarded as a meaningful
and worthwhile effort. Guru Ji made ‘The
Khalsa' in his own image and asserted that he
himself abides in 'The Khalsa' and that as
long as Khalsa maintains its uniqueness he will
bestow all the glory and eminence he
possesses. Only when the wavering faith,
doubt fraud pretence and sham assail it, only
then the Khalsa will lose the trust of the Guru.
As He says -

Khalsa is the army of the Eternal Lord
Born out of the joy of the Supreme One

As long as the Khalsa retains its identity
distinctive

I bestow all my sovereign majesty on it.
But when it adopts the contrary perverse

practices

Then do 1 stop having faith and trust in it.

HBHAT W Yy aT eH Il

yaifes AT YH'IH at HA ll

A9 &aT ¥BHAT g [Tl

9 &ar 37 €16 H ATl

79 feg ard faugs at iz

H & &3 fez at y3izi A9Y 3T dig

In the pervasive gloom and darkness of

Kaliyuga the Khalsa emerged as a luminous
ideal, we should try to perceive and identify
that ideal. Let us not waste our energies in
futile rancour and animosity. Individual human
beings in their diversity are the several manifest
projections of the same divine light, therefore
try to understand and recognise yourself and
know what you are. Let Almighty God be
kind enough to give us the sense and light so
that we are able to live and project this
instruction of the Guru -

O my mind, he who has dispelled his doubt,

and realised the Lord to be amongst all, in
his thought none is gone astray. Pause

HE HT [Af& mysT g arer3Til
for & 3¢ afe & g&7 fals AIS gay BT
war - 610
In the end this is our prayer that God

Almighty should shower his kindness on this
world so that all the nuclear and other
destructive horrible weapons are eliminated
from the world, and the divisive geographical
boundaries of this world vanish and disappear.
Man is one, do not divide it, because man is
created in the true image of God. Hatred, and
enmity always create pain and misery, it is not
the ideal of the Gurus.

He has no pain, but all-comforts and with

his eyes, he sees only the One Lord.

For him no one is evil, but everyone is good.

There is no defeat for him, but victory all
through.

(... continued on P. 82 )
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The Khalsa Brotherhood

Ug g8 39 71T A 79 IH J9T ATTEl
e ed YAl 10
Thy Panth, O Lord, shall come into
being with its Message for the World if Thy
support is extended to me. (Guru Gobind
Singh in Bachittar Natak)

To give effect to the Message of his
Master, Guru Gobind Singh had invited
Sikhs all over the land to gather in
Anandpur to hear from him this message
and in pursuance of the invitation a large
number of Sikhs gathered at Kesgarh, near
Anandpur. Also, as required of them by the
Guru, they came in the natural unshaved
condition. The Guru was seriously occupied
with his own plans, but there was now
absolutely no anxiety of any kind on his
face. Rather, he looked bright and cheerful.
He had before him the vision of a free
Khalsa Brotherhood, the pure and the
emancipated in heart, the champions of
freedom, yoked to the service of God, in
short, supermen for whom the love of God
and the service of humanity were their life’s
mission. It was the vision (image) of a truly
God-conscious people who were to live in
the constant presence of God and for whom
God was to be seen in the inner-most beings
of all and therefore, His worship and
service meant the worship and service of
man. The Guru was going to create the
Panth that was to express itself in spiritual
humanism, flowing from its faith in God.
The Message had impressed upon him the
first and foremost lesson that the Khalsa
was not to be allowed to degenerate into
anything sectarian, fighting for its own
rights and privileges, but would possess a
catholic and universal outlook so as to

Narain Singh

become a truly God’s Religious Order.
Service rendered to others was to be related
to Him with an attitude of devotion,
humility and self-effacement so that the
strength to serve came from the love of and
devotion to God. The inspiration for social,
religious and political work was to be
always spiritual. Just as it was in the nature
of the river to flow and of the sun to shine
and spread light, so also from a self-less
and God-conscious Khalsa. service was to
flow naturally and spontaneously. The sense
of mine or of my community and
attachment even to good deeds were to
disappear. No seifish motives and no
communal aims were to be entertained in
the work undertaken and whether it ended
in success or failure, in joy or sorrow, In
pleasure or pain, it was not to affect the
Khalsa’s own mental condition. When every
effort was to be related to Him there could
be no defeat or failure. The results were not
to be measured by standards, set by
worldly wise men, because when the
Khalsa became really free with the freedom
of God, he would not have illusions about
the so-called success or failure And would
remain firmly wedded to the path of truth
and justice, whatever the difficulties in the
way. An apparent defeat would rekindle in
him the fire of true service and re-animate
him for greater effort and more religious
zeal. For instance, if the Khalsa, in the
context of those times, was to become the
living embodiment of the determination of
the people never to give up the battle of
truth and righteousness until the wicked
people were beaten and smashed, then,
victory and nothing but victory was to
remain his objective, however long and hard
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the road might be. Yet this victory was to
be conceived as something above all
material connotations, because without this
kind of victory, life was not worth living.
This aspect, as we shall see in connection
with the Amrit ceremony. was epitomised
through a slogan or a form of salutation
embodying the mission of his life. Here is
the slogan

Sfaarg At & YBAT Sfaarg A1 at 31T I
The Khalsa belongs to God and God is ever
victorious (so is the Khalsa ever victorious).

The slogan later became a form of
salutation to imply that the Khalsa was the
army of God, bound among themselves by
taith and fellowship and engaged in
winning victories for Him. The shining
qualities of courage, faith, dauntlessness,
combined with selflessness, were to be
engraved in the marrow of the Khalsa so
that he would refuse to admit defeat at any
time and would continue to believe
staunchly in ultimate victory. He would
ride over victories and not allow victories
to ride over him, since he would retain his
ardent spirit in all situations upto the end
of life and so there could be no defeat for
him. When the work undertaken was
surrendered to Him in a devoted way, the
desire for victory in any narrow sense or for
material fruits, did not enter the mind,
because for a votary of truth freedom from
desire for reward was itself a great reward.

Al ag at Ast yati

€ few wa at atwz yatn  aT€@It HaBT 5
When the true significance of victory or
defeat is realised one knoweth the meaning
of life. Guru Arjan in Gauri

We shall see that it was victory in this
sense, in the Guru’s mind, when he wrote
to Aurangzeb, his Zafarnama (epistle of
victory), he said in it, he had won because
he had successfully sown the seed that
would germinate and bloom, in course of

time. Battles won or lost in the material
sense were of little consequence. The victory
of the Khalsa lay in the fact that the spell
of Mughal invincibility, cast on the minds
of men, was broken.

This, briefly, is the image of the Khalsa
which the Guru’s vision had stipulated. A
day before the first of Baisakh of that year
i.e. Sambas 1756, he appeared before a huge
gathering of Sikhs at Kesgarh and sprung
on it a frightful surprise. With a naked
sword in his hand and in a loud voice he
told the wondering crowd that the Sword’
had need for human blood and demanded
heads to satisfy itself. Then, brandishing the
sword in his own hands, he inquired if
anyone was prepared to place his head
under the Sword’, at the altar of Dharma.
Now it was an extra-ordinary call, besides
being sudden and unexpected, and people
could not easily comprehend its true
significance. The Guru did not mean that
they should offer to die merely for him.
That kind of call had already been given,
and answered too in the most heroic way.

Sikhs in thousands had offered
themselves for sacrifice at his beck and call.
So many battles had been fought and won,
first during the time of his grand-father,
Guru Hargobind, and then in his own time.
He had exerted a powerful and direct
personal influence on them, during the
course of war. His own unique position had
inspired and stimulated so many mighty
warriors who worked with him. In fact, he
had acknowledged, even before the creation
of the Khalsa, his profound appreciation of
the unswerving loyalty and unflinching
support of his Sikhs. Here is one of his
hymns in praise of them:

77 A3 & at a yafe

fes at & yrfe gemes ad i
wu Gu 23 fex at & yafe
fea at at faaur & am 33 II
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»a at A g & At a1l

g% @9 fex gt a 38

HWT HE T TF & BGIF

w1t €8 fea gt § e

AT H* 77 Ha eq A7 ela Il

Hafa A W& 3 35 3

fAg & g& d AT at fez at a1
‘YTEHT HTHT’ YTIHTTT 10

It is through the grace (kindness) of the
Sikhs that I have won all my victories and
have been able to grant gifts to others. It is
through their grace (favour) that my troubles
have been overcome and my prosperity
hath increased. It is through their favour,
that I have acquired knowledge and my
enemies have been exterminated. Through
their favour have I acquired honour,
otherwise there are millions of ordinary
mortals like myself. It is a great pleasure for
me to serve them, no other service pleaseth
my heart. To grant gifts to them is the right
thing, to grant gifts to others seemeth of no
real avail to me. My mind, my head, my
wealth and all that is mine be dedicated to
their service’.

The Sikhs had thrown themselves, heart
and soul, into the movements he had
sponsored and given abundant proof of
their loyalty and devotion to him
personally. The present call was of a
different kind and of an impersonal nature,
in pursuance of and in keeping with the
Commands he had received. He was
bringing into being the Khalsa “Brotherhood
and the Vision had warned him against
letting the Brotherhood become a
communal organisation working not for
God but for its ownself, serving its own
narrow interests. It had asserted that
communities had appeared from time to

time with high sounding principles and had
later reduced themselves into sects and
denominations, quarrelling with each other,
for their own domination. That was to be
avoided now. The great Brotherhood was
not to be allowed to contract itself into a
sect nor were its comprehensive principles
to be narrowed into mere monastic
distinctions. The Guru, therefore, demanded
heads not for himself, nor for his sake, in
the narrow personal sense, nor for any
particular country or community, nor for
this or that particular cause, nor even for
his own Dharma but for the -Sword” (God)
or for Dharma in the sense in which Guru
Tegh Bahadur had already set an example.
That Guru had died not for any communal
cause but to protect a faith that was not his
own, in the strictly narrow and literal sense.
It was in this wide sense that dying under
the ‘Sword’ or sacrificing the head for
Dharma was to be interpreted. Previously,
when the Sikhs offered their heads to the
Guru there was in it a lot of personal
element. But this element could not remain
a permanent factor and was to disappear
when in course of the time, the Guru
himself disappeared from the earthly scene,
in the physical sense, and with that the
loyalty and devotion to his person would
become inoperative. The Khalsa that was
being founded had thenceforth to be ready
to make the supreme sacrifice (i.e. the head)
for God, or for Dharma i e. for any
righteous cause. Dying at some one’s beck
and call might have its own glamour but
this kind of dying could be for a bad cause
too and could be courted thoughtlessly or
rashly as veil. He considered life as a
sacred trust and a precious gift of God. He
would not ask his people to commit
suicide, as it were. Death was to be courted
for Dharma and heads were to be
surrendered to the Sword’. He wanted them
to realise that when they placed their heads
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under his own physical sword, the same
representing, should be considered as
surrender to the Sword” (God) i.e. for God’s
causes which the Guru’s sword symbolised.
The thirst the sword had for human blood
meant that God wanted sacrifices to save
Dharma, from tyrants and oppressors. The
aim before him was to found a race of men
who should be ever ready to stand against
evil in every shape and form. The Khalsa
was to become the world-wide movement,
consecrated to the, service of all,
irrespective of caste, colour, country or
creed and was to work for integration and
synthesis. True the Khalsa was going to
wear a distinctive look also but the same
was intended merely to symbolise that
movement. So when the Guru demanded
the surrender of a head to the Sword or for
Dharma, it was a perfectly impersonal
demand, as impersonal as the Sword is or
as Dharma is. The demand was made
specifically for the head because a man who
could lay down his head, would make any
sacrifice for Dharma. Surrender of the head
to the, Sword’ symbolised complete
effacement of self in the service of God.

At the first instance Daya Ram, a
Khatri of Lahore, rose to offer his head at
the altar of Dharma. It is difficult to say
whether its implication in true perspective
had or had not dawned upon him. But he
was ready to die and that was enough, so
far as he was concerned. He believed that
he was offering to die at the call of his
Master and it must be for God i.e. for God’s
causes, otherwise his Guru would not have
made the demand. The Guru took him
inside a tent which had been suitably
prepared earlier and so skillfully as to
create the impression in the minds of the
audience that the demand was made in all
seriousness. Oozing blood from the sword
simply confirmed that the demand was
made inearnest and Daya Ram had fallen.

The Guru came out of the tent and
asked for another head. The audience was
now convinced that Daya Ram had been
killed actually. The Guru repeated his
demand. This time it was Dharam Dass, a
Jat of Delhi, who stood up to make an offer
of his head. He too was taken inside the
tent to repeat the earlier performance. This
process went on for three more times and
the Sikhs that offered their heads were
Mohkam Chand, a washerman of Dwarka,
Sahib Chand, a barber of Bidar, and
Himmat Rai, a potter of Jagan Nath. The
Guru made no further demand for a head.
His purpose was served all right with the
five heads, already offered as these five
could well represent the Khalsa movement.

The Guru and the five Sikhs who had
offered their heads re-appeared with
beaming faces. There was a glow of
satisfaction in their eyes which was an
index of the great Message that now
possessed them. The Guru seated himself
on a raised platform and his companions
were told to stand up before him. There
was an iron vessel placed before him in
which he caused water to be poured. It was
during this period that Mata Jit Kaur passed
by with some sugar crystals (patashas) in
her possession. These were also put into the
vessel. Kneeling by the side of the vessel,
the same was stirred by himself with a two-
edged sword (Khanda). While the stirring
went on, the sacred hymns prescribed for
the ceremony, namely the Japji of Guru
Nanak, the Anand of Guru Amar Dass and
the Jaap, the ten. Swaiyyas and the Chaupai
of his own compositions, were recited over
it, so that the form of baptism or the nectar
(consecrated water) that was being prepared
had in it the Guru’s Word, the steel and the
sweet patashas dissolved together. Although
it was only a form of a ceremony yet this
also had a beautiful symbolic meaning also.
The Khalsa was to enter the arena of service
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and so, must carry with himself not only the
iron will and determination represented by
the steel- but also humility and sweetness
represented by the sugar crystals. Without
the latter, mere iron will could well be a
very dangerous thing. The Khalsa was
going, to become a saint-soldier. It was
necessary that he should be strong both in
the physical and the spiritual sense. If he
were to carry the heart of a lion the same
heart should possess love, humility,
sweetness; contentment also in the richest
measure. The manliness, bravery, courage
and strength of the spiritual father should
combine harmoniously with humility,
sweetness and self-denial of the spiritual
mother. This aspect was further emphasised
by the Guru declaring that in future the
initiation ceremony would be the Amrit,
prepared as above, replacing the
charanpauhal way, hither to in vogue. The
Khalsa was going to become a Nation
pledged to the service of humanity. A
dynamic machinery, infused with a
crusading spirit and devoted to God and
humanity, was being set up in motion for
all times to come. It was being designed so
as to generate power and strength for a
struggle against every evil. Every member
of the Khalsa Nation must be brave,
courageous and strong of will.

The five Sikhs were told to kneel on
their left knees and look into the Guru’s
eyes. This too had a symbolic meaning.
They were going to enter the soul of the
Guru and become exactly like him. The
Guru, in turn, fixed his own gaze into the
eyes of each of them to fill them with
himself and bless them with spiritual
loftiness equal to his own. Though he had
already chosen the best of men yet he was
designing them to be perfect like himself.
Initiation ceremony, therefore, should be
considered as a great event in one’s life,
entailing great responsibility and should be

gone through with eyes open. The Guru
never thought in terms of numbers but of
quality and that too of the purest variety.
The emphasis always was on the purity of
the soul. Those pure in heart and having a
universal outlook could alone be
considered the Khalsa of his dreams. He
threw showers of Amrit into their faces
requiring them to speak aloud, thus:
Sfagrg At & 4'&AT Sfaarg A at 31T 1l
The Khalsa belongs to God and Victory is
ever God’s’.

The knots of hair on their heads were
also annointed with Amrit to make sacred
the hair which was to become the most
important symbol of the faith. The head is
the seat of wisdom and so it must be truly
and doubly blessed. Then the five Sikhs
took, in turns, deep draughts of nectar, five
times each, from the same vessel to signify
the Brotherhood of equality. All distinctions
were now gone. All of them had become
brothers without distinction of high or low.
Not only that. They were now equal with
the Guru, for, kneeling before his own
disciples he asked them to prepare the
Amrit in the same way as he had done and
give the same to him. This really was his
most notable achievement:

1T T1T gifde AW WM arg I87 Il
g9 et gaeTH fHuw gAar
Blessed is Guru Gobind Singh who is the
Guru and the disciple at the same time’.
(Vaar Bhai Gurdas Singh, the second)

He saluted the Khalsa and made it as
his successor. He merged himself in the five
chosen ones, whom he called his five loved
ones. The leadership of the Panth was
invested in the Panth itself. The Sangat
became the Guru or the Khalsa became the
Guru Khalsa. His memorable words on the
occasion are contained in the following two
lines:

The Guru is the Khalsa and the Khalsa

Atam Marg’ 79

April, 2013



is the Guru, and whenever there are five
Sikhs assembled in a congregation, know
that I am ever there.

It was really a milestone in the
traditional relationship between the Guru
and his Sikhs. Personal Guruship was being
abolished, the Guru divesting himself of
every rank or privilege. The Guru became
equal with the Sikhs. It would, however, be
wrong to conclude from this phenomenon
that it was designed to give to his Sikhs
merely a charter of equality, fraternity, and
tellow-ship or to make them lead a
democratic way of life. That had already
found expression in the teachings of other
Gurus. The thing emphasized here was that
purity was an essential requirement from
the Khalsa. He was to represent the Guru
and so he must be as pure as the Guru
himself, moulded completely in the Guru'’s
image. Undoubtedly, it was an arrangement
for continuity of Guruship but it stipulated
an ideal Khalsa, a superman that could
truly represent the Person of the Guru.
True, it also represented faith in democratic
ideals and the collective wisdom of the
people. The best five were chosen because
they were to represent the Guru Panth.
They were accepted as most qualified to
baptise the Guru himself as also others
because they were conceived as models of
purity. They all became Singhs (lions) now
and converted others also into lions. Even
the Guru’s name was changed from Gobind
Rai to Gobind Singh. Jackals became lions,
thenceforward. Their minds were freed from
the shackles of ages, which the priestly
class had built up round them. They were
now God’s people to establish the kingdom
of God on earth by fighting out evil
wherever it existed.

The Guru, in his long address to the
Sikh congregation stressed several other
important points visualised by him to make

the Sikh Nation strong and healthy. Here
they are: They must worship one God,
discarding the worship of idols, tombs,
cremation-grounds, gods and goddesses etc.
and must shed off superstition of caste, birth
and creed. There were to be no incarnations,
no bathing in Ganges or other pilgrim
stations in a superstitious way. All creeds
were to be fused into one of sacrifice and
service. “Let all embrace one creed and
obliterate earlier differences of religion”.

It shows that the Guru was ever
thinking in terms of bringing about God’s
Religion on earth and wanted that the
Khalsa Panth, he was creating, should
actually possess qualities for championing
that Religion. The Panth should become the
champion of Truth, Justice and Freedom. Its
greatness was to be measured not in terms
of power for any individual nor even for
the Nation as a whole but in terms of
service it rendered to humanity. The Khalsa
would not want worldly honours for
distinctions and eminence. Even at the
height of eminence he would remain
humble, filled with the spirit of sacrifice.
Love of the country and service of the weak
and the oppressed, without distinctions of
race or creed, would become his life’s
mission. He would live by the sweat of the
brow and would never beg alms in charity.
He would rather set apart a tenth part of his
honestly earned income for the service of
others. The Khalsa shall love his own wife
more and more and shall consider it an
abominable sin to look with lustful eyes on
another’s wife. He shall never smoke nor
ever take intoxicants. He shall have nothing
to do with those who killed their daughters
or advocated satti. He will avoid altogether,
besides the Masands, the Ram Raias, the
Dhirmalias and the Minas (the followers of
Ram Rai, Dhirmal and Prithi Chand) as they
had become disruptive forces, creating sects
and destroying the very foundations of

April, 2013 80

‘Atam Marg’



Sikhism.

This was the Khalsa of the Guru’s
conception and he gave him a distinctive
outer form as a declaration of faith in that
conception. The form prescribed five Ks—
long uncut keshas (hair), a comb for keeping
the hair clean, a Kachha (a knicker-shaped
underwear), a Kara (bracelet of steel for the
wrist) and a kirpan (sword) hanging on the
left side.

We propose to examine here a little
more closely the purpose the outer form
was intended to serve so that its true
significance was not lost on those who had
accepted it as a necessary requirement of
taith. The Guru was creating the Sikh
Nation or the Khalsa Brotherhood as an
organised unit based on discipleship and on
that account, it was the most natural thing
for him to have given it its distinctiveness.
Religion, according to him, was not merely
a set of views and doctrines but a way of
life to be lived and practised. It was not a
mere intellectual process of listening and
learning the teachings of the Gurus but of
translating them into life, intended to be
lived in the service of humanity. He had
created the Panth which means, ‘The Way’
and all those who treaded on the Way,
were organised into a Panth, bound together
so as to become a force to work for Dharma
in the world. Organisation he knew
enhanced very much the scope, the
possibility and the effectiveness of the work
before it. It was in this wide sense that the
principle of organisation was adopted as a
part of Sikhism. Sikhs were required not
only to attend to their individual character
but to prepare for responsibility to serve
through a corporate body of the Panth. No
doctrines or teachings could be expected to
live for long unless these were perpetuated
through an organisation that practised them
in life. There was, therefore, need for a

corporate body in which these should be
practised and preserved and through which
its history, traditions and a distinctive
culture should be built up. The Sikh people
had already undergone a course of
discipline in the hands of the first nine
Gurus and the process was now completing
itself when Guru Gobind Singh was
bringing into being the organised Khalsa
Panth. But this entailed certain additional
disciplinary outfit in the form of five
distinctive symbols to give the Khalsa an
outer form. And on the completion of the
process he declared:
YA BT gU I YT
R 1 76 a9€" fs=m i g yam
i.e. The Khalsa is in my image and I reside in
the Khalsa’. Panth Parkash
He wanted the Khalsa to be in his own
image. He had himself merged in God and
had become one with him. The Khalsa was
to resemble the Guru in every way,
including the outer form which was created
to link him with the Guru so that the
Guru’s personality became all along
operative within the Khalsa, controlling his
whole being and shaping it into something
divine. The Guru thus placed a great
responsibility on the Khalsa both in his
individual capacity and as a unit of the
Nation. He gave to the Khalsa, through
these symbols, a signal of a new birth, the
spiritual birth as distinguished from the
mere physical or earthly birth, and this
Guru Nanak himself had visualised, thus:
Af3Trg & AaH areg fuememi
THIABT HTBT 1
By being born at the True Guru’s, all
wanderings of coming and going disappeared.
Guru Nanak in Ram Kali
The Guru became the spiritual father,
Mata Sahib Kaur the spiritual mother and
Anandpur the place of spiritual birth. But
after this birth, if it were to bear fruit, there
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must be a complete surrender to the Guru
so that he could freely enter within the soul
to give it a truly new birth. He had
conferred a gift of the symbols to serve as
a link to unite the Khalsa with him, the
most perfect being, possessing dynamic
powers. He had worked on the minds of
men through the hypnotising power of
these symbols. Therefore, he declared:

7Y BdT YTBHAT ara’lﬁrma“’//
Ig BT IH G H A G Il

79 feg arat fayas at gtz i
H & a36 fea at yazizi
AT 8T Y'IH™TT 10

So long as the Khalsa retains his
individuality, I shall give him all glory. But
when he deviates through misguided
Brahminical ways, 1 will not trust him.
(Guru Gobind Singh in Sarb Loh)
The Khalsa must live as the Guru lived
otherwise he would not be in the Guru’s
image. The personality of the Guru was a
model of a saint soldier and this should
become the guiding star for the Khalsa too.
After the baptismal ceremony, the Sikh got
wedded, as it were, to the Guru and the
symbols were an open declaration of that
marriage. The symbols must generate
cohesion and bind every Sikh with the Guru
and through him with others of the
Brotherhood, so that the Panth became a
force to work more effectively, generating
transcendental capacity of service of
mankind. Just as flags and uniforms are
devices, employed in the army to create a
proper psychology to cement people and to
bind them to each other, as also to the
cause the army had in view, so also the
outer religious form prescribed to the
Khalsa was intended by the Guru to
constantly wake up the vivid picture of the
personality of the Guru and to surcharge
him through and through with that
personality, so that the form of the wearer

ultimately reflected the inner life. When that
actually happened, the love of symbols was
bound to come with it and then the
temptations life offered would be more
easily overcome.

NGO

(... continued from P. 74 )

gy 391t A7 gy at § & 83 gat 331
gar 391 A7 FBT It § § TF At AT AT
war - 1302
Last of all we pray that God almighty
should be kind to all, do good to all. Guru Ji
has proclaimed for you 'O Khalsa! respect and
revere the Mandir, and love the Masjid. Those
who gather there worship me do not regard
them as strangers and foes. In the Gurdwaras
too my glory shines forth resplendent.
Remember | did proclaim this -

The temple and the mosque are the same;
The Hindu worship and the Musalman
prayer are the same; all men are the same; it
is through error they appear different.
Deities, demons, Yakshas, heavenly singers,
Musalmans, and Hindus adopt the
customary dress of their different countries.
All men have the same eyes, the same ears,
the same body, the same constitution, a
compound of earth, air, fire and water.
Allah and Abhekh are the same, the Purans
and the Quran are the same; they are all
alike;

It is the one God who created all.

gg9T HAlF Aet yam o feem GEt

HSH A8 8a U wad & yge dli

&8s meT A& digg Faa fie

fonrd fanrd @ns & 37 & yg6 i

83 3% 8d > 8d €7 8d ¥

Y §E HTIH A M & I8 J11

BT M3y "8t yI's o s Get

&x gt Agu A9 & at 937€ T
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The Order of The Khalsa

Jau Tau Prem Khelan Ka Chaao
Sir Dhar Tali Gali Meri Aao
It Maarag Paer Dhareejai

Sir Deejai Kaan Na Keejai. P. 1412

Entrance to the holy mansion of
the beloved Lord Guru Nanak is only open
to those who love death and who pride in
turning as the dust of everybody’s feet.

The devout had most enthusiastically
responded, gathered and flocked to the
Satguru in thousands from all over. They
were anxiously waiting for the divine
message and the divine call of their Great
and young Satguru. It was a holy setting
and there were holy expectations. The
Guru unfolded his Divine Plan in a unique
manner the like of which had never
occurred earlier in human and spiritual
history. He wanted a practical translation
and demonstration of the holy utterance of
Sri Guru Nanak Sahib:

Jau Tau Prem Khelan Ka Chaao
Sir Dhar Tali Gall Meri Aao

It Maarag Paer Dhareejai

Sir Deejai Kaan Na Keejai.

Sri Guru Nanak Sahib says:
If you yearn to sport love-divine, you

can gain entrance to the arena of love with
your head on your palm.

P. 1412

And once you have set out on this
path of love, offer and lay down your
head with least concern for anything else.

If you yearn and thirst for the divine,
then seek death and not life. Love of
sacrifice and intoxication of sufferings is a
precondition for Bliss and Vision Eternal.

Unique and distinct was the way and
the revelation of Eternal Truths by Sri
Guru Nanak Sahib. Our glorious heritage

Brig. Partap Singh Jaspal (Retd.)

Sri Guru Granth Sahib is an ocean of the
revealed Truths. On this auspicious day the
Great Prophet set out to fill and infuse the
devout with unlimited spiritual power and
spiritual vitality.
Pehlan Maran Kabool Jivan Ki Chhad Aas
Hohu Sabhna Ki Reinuka To Aao Hamaarai
Paas. P. 1102

“First accept death and discard the
hope of life. And become the dust of the

feet of all, then only you come to me,”
says Nanak the Fifth.

Entrance to the holy mansion of the
beloved Lord Guru Nanak is only open to
those who love death and who pride in
turning as the dust of everybody’s feet. In
such a wonderful state of sacrifice and
surrender and in such a true spirit of utter
humility, a true sikh steps out towards the
most beloved Guru and is accepted in the
Holy Folds of Guru Nanak. Such is the
wonderful ‘Call Divine’ of our beloved
Lord. It is an invitation Divine to His
Abode Divine. This is the practical
Sikhway of life.

The five beloved ones rose one after
the other and in total submission
surrendered and offered their heads as
demanded by the Great Guru.

What a unique and wonderful death
experience in being beheaded by the Holy
Hands of the beloved Guru Himself. The
Great Guru compassionately accepts the
humble offer of the heads and total
surrender by these true Sikhs. What a
grand death experience which grants
immortality in lieu. For these unmatched
divine lovers, Guru Gobind Singh Ji was
their all in all, the sole Beloved. This death
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experience elevated them to be the Five
Beloved Ones of Guru Gobind Singh Ji. If
Guru Gobind Singh was their beloved
Ideal, they became the beloved Ideal of
Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Lovers, Love and
the Beloved, all had merged into one grand
living reality. Beloved Guru bestowed
Amrit, the Nectar of Immortality, to these
five beloved ones. Such was the unique
holy magic in the annals of spiritual
history on this auspicious day. In this
unparalleled death experience, they
attained the love of their beloved Satguru
and life eternal as reward. First the Great
Guru picked up five flowers from the
auspicious congregation. They had offered
their heads at the altar of the beloved
Guru. These fragrant flowers hailed from
different parts of this great country and
belonged to different castes. In return of
the humble offer of their heads the Guru
blesses and rewards them with the most
precious boon of Divine Love and elevates
them to the lofty spiritual ideals of His
own Five Beloved Ones.

Satguru Daya Nidh Mehma Agadh Bodh
Namo Namo Namo Namo Net Net Net Hai
Bhai Gurdas Ji

Satguru is an Ocean of Mercy, Daya,
Compassion. It means Daya on all alike.
This covers the whole humanity.

Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib moulded
and cast the Khalsa in His own image. By
virtue of this mould and identification, if
there is anything nearest and dearest to
the Khalsa it is his Most Beloved Ideal
Guru Gobind Singh.

Unless the sentiment of Prema, true
devotion, purity and spirit of sacrifice
beams and radiates out from the person of
Khalsa he is certainly distant away from
his beloved and cherished ideal Guru
Gobind Singh.

It was on this momentous day that the

Great Guru launched the Khalsa onto a
unique spiritual crusade, a holy crusade of
total self-transformation in pristine purity,
purity of character, immaculate external
and internal purity, purity of thoughts,
speech and deeds. With this death
experience and love of Satguru deeply
rooted in their hearts, started a total
divinisation process. This was the deepest
and the most profound spiritual experience
of the five beloved ones.

Love of death was an essential
prerequisite for the love of god.

This divine call of the Great Guru
awakened and opened up amazingly new
folds, horizons and dimensions of Divine
Love.

On this auspicious occasion after the
five beloved ones, successive human waves
of the lovers of God in thousands drank
the Nectar of Immortality and they all
stood transformed as Victors of Death. It
was on this historic day that this Greatest
of the Nation Builders had transformed a
whole nation into lovers of death en
masse. From this day onwards the vision of
the whole nation started glowing with the
Light of Immortality. Death from now
onwards became a lovable and spiritual
companion for the Sikhs of Guru Gobind
Singh.

A worldly person fears death.
Seeker of Truth conquers death.
Lover-Divine loves death.

For its very survival the nation very
much needed the infusion of practical
spirituality and the Lord of Love, Guru
Gobind Singh Ji, blessed them all with this
boon on this auspicious day. Guru Gobind
Singh, a Spiritual Regenerator, generated a
spiritual upheaval and a spiritual
renaissance on this unique day. He was a
great nation builder and epoch maker, and
carved a new glorious order of the khalsa.
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