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&Gn yﬁk£ Section ‘6

Significance and Greatness of Jap Ji Sahib

True and Supreme is God’s Name.
Blessed is Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji.
AfEEY 7l @fagg,

g& Hl @9 35d €< AlG HaaH |

‘Prostrate salutation and obeisance 1
make many a time before the Omnipotent
Lord, the Possessor of all powers.

Reach me Thy hand, O Lord and save me
from wavering, says Nanak.’

P. 256

S36f3 des nifead 9 A9T a®
AHOEI $®%5 3 gug yg aea € afd
ag |l

‘After wandering and wandering, O Lord,
I have come and entered Thy sanctuary.
O Master, Nanak's prayer is:

Attach me to Thy devotional service.

P. 289

feos fegs yz nifenr yfom 36
AI&TEN

asa d yg 8a31 nyat Fast sfe
]

Refrain: Sing the ‘bani’ of the Guru,
Come, O Loving disciples of the

Guru
ggaT - greg Jat el g,
wrEg frag fumifaG
‘Come ye, the loving disciples of the True

Guru,

Chant the Guru’s holy Word.

Sing ye the word of the Guru that over all
utterance is supreme.

This enters the minds of those, on whom
the Lord casts His merciful glance.

Quaff thou nectar, ever abide in God’s
love and reflect on God, the Earth-
Sustainer.

Saith Nanak: Chant ever this true holy
Word.”

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

Revered saintly congregation! loud be
thy utterance, True and Supreme is God'’s
Name. Getting free from your worldly
tasks, with Guru Sahib’s guidance and
inspiration, you have come in this heat
from far and near to celebrate the ‘Sangrad’
(first day of the Indian solar month) of the
month of Haarr (June-July), because I know
most of them, but the majority do not
know from what places the devotees have
come. Devotees come all the way from
Poanta Sahib to Ambala, Ropar,
Macchiwara and Rajpura. What an act of
austerity it is! How hot it is! The devotee
who does meditation by maintaining five
fires - four around him and the fifth, the
sun shining above, we say is practising
severe austerities. Guru Sahib says that
even a hundred years of such austerities
and penances are nothing as compared
with attending a single ‘diwan’ (holy
congregation) with perfect concentration of
mind. The fruit of the latter is more than
practising such austerities for a hundred
years. This claim is not meaningless
because the former is ‘hatha-tap’ (self-
imposed physical strain), while the latter is
‘sehaj-tap’ (spontaneous or effortless
meditation). Its fruit is limitless. The only

‘Atam Marg’
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things required in this kind of meditation
are: (i) concentrating the mind, (ii) stoping
thoughts from coming into the mind, (iii)
keeping the eyes focussed on the Guru, (iv)
hearing Gurbani with the ears, reflecting on
it with intellect and singing it with the
tongue. Then what fruit will accrue to
you? Guru Sahib says -
‘Merit of million-fold sacrifice comes to such
as listen to and chant the Lord’s Name.” P .
546
get dfca Aar 8 HIE aresde TH |
They, who listen to and sing God’s
laudations, get the fruit of having
performed millions of ‘yagyas” (Hindu
sacrificial rituals). How simple and easy it
has been made by Guru Nanak Sahib! We
should never forget this favour done to us
by Guru Sahib. We should thank God that
we have been born in Sikh homes. If even
then, we remain spiritually poor, none in
the world is more unfortunate than we.
First, we have been born in the Kaliyuga
(Dark age). During the last discourses, we
had told you about the special characteristic
of Kaliyuga. It is that by attending just one
holy  congregation  with  perfect
concentration of mind and absorption in
the Name ‘Divine, you get as much fruit
or reward as the devotees got by practicing
austerities and meditation for one lakh (one
hundred thousand) years in the Satyuga
(age of truth or virtue, the Golden age),
for ten thousand years in Treta age (second
age of Hindu mythology when
righteousness declined) and for one
thousand years in Duapar (Third age of
Hindu mythology). This too is Guru Nanak
Sahib’s; boundless grace and kindness that
he was pleased with the mortals. Guru
Nanak Sahib was not an ordinary avtar
(incarnation of God). Those persons who
say that Guru Nanak Sahib was an
incarnation of Lord Vishnu. I do not know

what notion they have of Lord Vishnu,
Guru Sahib says-

4

‘Never do I meditate on Krishna and Bishan.

o fars a9 & @ il
We do not meditate on them because

even Gursikhs rise above the gods. I have
told you this thing many times. So listen
carefully that Guru Nanak Sahib is
‘Waheguru’ (God). Waheguru Ji (God) says ‘I
am Pabrbrahm Parmeshar (Transcendent One,
God). I have neither any beginning nor any
end, nor can anyone know my extent, nor
can anybody know about me; neither
Brahma, nor Vishnu nor Shiva know about
me -

‘The Primal Mother by union with the Eternal

To the three accepted regents gave birth.

Those be the Creator, the Preserver and the

Judge.

He guides them as is His will and

commandment.

Wonder of wonders!

The Lord to these three is invisible,

Yet views them at work.” p. 7

gar wEl gafs fenret
f3fs 88 ygez |
feg ARt feg It feg &8 daz

)
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Guru Sahib says that the surprising

thing is that Waheguru (God ) sees the
three gods all right, but He Himself is
invisible to them.

Nobody can know about Him. ‘The
Vedas describe Him as Illimitable and Infinite’.
(P. 1359) So Waheguru (God) said to Guru
Nanak Sahib, “O Nanak! while I am
‘Parbrahm Parmeshar’ (Transcendent One,
God), you are Guru-Parmeshar (Guru-God).
Now the Guru-God took pity on us
because it is Kaliyuga, such an age of sin
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and evil that it is well-nigh impossible for
man to become devoted to or aligned with
God. Guru Sahib said to Kaliyuga, “It does
not matter; you (Kaliyuga) should not
worry; we will make you good and noble.
But there is one condition that you must
not trouble my Sikhs, who come to a holy
congregation. Do not create any
disturbance at the congregation of the true
and holy. On this condition, we will add
to your glory. If anyone assuming human
birth in your age utters God’s Name even
once, he will be saved.

‘If thou meditate on the Lord with

concentration of mind for an instant,

Thou shalt not fall in the noose of death.’

Akal Ustat

& 7 9 fea 65 famrfee
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The death’s noose shall not fall round
his neck.” What a great age it is! What
great benevolence Guru Sahib has shown
to us! Guru Sahib says that no one in the
world will be more unfortunate than those
who miss the opportunity even now. Sri
Guru Granth Sahib is the Formless Lord
God Himself. Tenth Guru Sahib says that
when the Timeless One, God assumed the
formless yet the manifest image, He started
manifesting Himself by creating this
expanse or cosmos.

‘The Formless One assumed manifest Form
and came to be called ‘"Ekamkaar’ (the Unique
Lord).”

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 26/2
f5darg wrarg dfe Sda'g MU HETEHT |

It was from the ‘Ekamkaar’ (the Unique
Lord) that the holy Word melody
emanated.

‘From the Unique Lord emerged the melody of
the holy Word, and the Formless One assumed
form and manifested Himself.”

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 26/2
EdATT HFE GIs GHaT nag geTenT]

All these universes, all this world
came into being from just one holy Word

“With One Word Thou didst effect the world’s
expansion and whereby lacs of rivers began to
flow.” P. 3
3T yAE &3 a=d |

3R 3 72 sy g€

All this world was created with one
Word. From nowhere did come bricks,
water and fire. The Timeless One, God
uttered just one Word. Tenth Guru Sahib
says -

‘First the Timeless One uttered the word
‘Onkar’ (the Formless One) which sound has
remained in the world eternally.”

yay Gniarg [3& a9 i g& YT #7913 H aaTi

First of all, the Akal Purkh (The
Timeless One, God) uttered the word-
‘O........ n....kar". This word uttered by me
comes to an end. But the word uttered by
the Formless One has not ended. Till now
this sound or melody is continuing to echo;
at the same time, universe after universe is
continuing to be created. The day the Akal
Purkh (Timeless One, God) ceases to sound
this Name-melody, dooms day will
descend upon the world -

‘From the Lord’s word occurs creation and
dissolution of the universe.” P. 117

6 ygBE AEe de Il
rge dt fefs &ufs d@

It is from the holy Word, the word of
God that creation takes place, and it is
again from this Word that Doom’s day
comes. This Word couched in our own
language and constituted of characters (of
Gurmukhi alphabet) has come to abide in
Sri Guru Granth Sahib. If we preserve these
letters, called ‘Gurbani” (Guru’s speech or
utterance), we can attain to the Formless
Lord God. Since it is the ladder for gaining
access to Him, try to understand it (that is,
Gurbani).
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Many videos have been made about
Guru Angad Sahib. When Guru Angad
Dev Ji came into the refuge of Guru Nanak
Sahib, his heart was pierced with love and
devotion on having his holy glimpse.
Thereafter, he (Guru Angad Sahib) did not
leave and remained with Guru Nanak
Sahib forever. He loved him immensely.

One day, as Guru Nanak Sahib was
sitting, Guru Angad Sahib was pressing
and massaging his feet. Suddenly, he saw
blood oozing out of his legs, and abrasions
appeared on them. He was greatly
surprised. Drops of bloods came out of legs
and Guru Angad Sahib’s hands became red
with it. He was greatly worried as to what
had happened. Apparently nothing was
hurting the legs and yet blood was coming
out and abrasions were continuing to
appear. Then he noticed that Guru Sahib’s
cloak was also getting torn, and that too
automatically without any visible strain or
pull. When Guru Nanak Sahib came to
himself he submitted, “O Sovereign!
nothing is visible to the eyes, and yet the
cloak is getting torn and abrasions are
appearing on your legs. I cannot
comprehend what is happening. Please see
for yourself and dispel my doubts as to
why it has happened thus.”

Guru Sahib said, “Bhai Lehna! many
things are mysterious and obscure. But if
this thing is revealed, it will prove to be
useful to the world. It is that when a
Gursikh reads or recites Gurbani with love
and devotion. I am with him.” Whether
one Gursikh recites, or thousands or cores
do, it does not matter to Guru Sahib, he
can be with all. It is only when we
understand the person of Guru Sahib that
we come to know what this phenomenon
is. So Guru Sahib said, “Bhai Lehna! when
somebody reads or recites ‘Gurbani’ (Guru’s

utterance), at that time, I am with him -

Refrain: When is read or recited the ‘bani’
(utterance or composition) of the
Guru, the Satguru (Perfect Holy
Preceptor) is with the Sikh.
ggaT - A yFIE It et get,
A9y d€ 5% fAY €1
Bhai Lehna, when somebody reads and
recites ‘bani’ (Guru’s utterance), then I am
with him.” Bhai Lehna Ji said, “O True
Sovereign! your body is here. It was here
that you were seated.” Guru Sahib said,
“No, Bhai Lehna. Look! just as the one
same sun shining in the sky gets reflected
in millions of vessels full of water,
similarly, the Guru-sun is with all the
Gursikhs, when they read or recite Gurbani.”
Holy congregation! have faith in it because
unless and until you cultivate faith, there
is no spiritual gain or attainment. It is not
enough just to listen to it, but it is
something to be believed in because our
success is bound with it. Untill one is
imbued with faith, God is remembered not.
‘He, whose heart has faith in the Guru, that
man comes to meditate on the Lord God.”P .
283
am a Mfs g &t ug3iz il
fsg 75 W@ afg yz &3 1

“Secondly, Bhai Lehna, we do not
have one form or appearance. Our real
form is another one.” Once Guru Sahib
visited a Raja (king or ruler). The Raja
made a submission to Guru Sahib when he
was going to depart. He said, “True
Sovereign! I have heard that Sri Krishna
had gone into 16108 marriages and had
such a large number of queens. Did this not
make him blameworthy?” Guru Sahib said,
“Those who are omniscient do not have
any thought or idea of their own. They act
according to the devotee’s feeling or
sentiment. Besides, they are not corporeal
beings. The physical body assumed by
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them is through “yog-maya’ (God’s Creative
Power). They do not exist, through they
appear to be existing. It is very strange
that they are visible though they are
incorporeal nothing.” The Raja (king) said,
“Sir! it is incomprehensible to me. Look!
you are existing; you too are in no way
less than any god, yet you are visible and
I can touch your feet also. I can feel and
experience that somebody is actually
seated.” Guru Sahib said, “No, dear
devotee! this being the body of your
notion and feeling, it appears to be so to
you. Our real body or being is not this one
(which you see). Go and bring that waist-
cloth of mine which is hanging from the
clothes-line.” He brought the waistcloth.
The Guru Sahib said to him, “Tie it round
my waist.” When the king wrapped it
round Guru Sahib’s waist and then tried to
tie it, it came through the waist. Thrice he
tried to tie, and thrice did it come clean
through the waist. So he said, “O
Sovereign! the waistcloth does not remain
wrapped round the waist? When I tie the
knot, it comes into my hands.” Guru Sahib
said, “O king! this is our real form with
which we deal with our Sikhs. It is not
visible. This visible form is the one with
which we live among the Sikhs.” At
Nanded, when the Tenth Guru Sahib got
ready to go into the tent for the last time
saying that he was going to abandon his
mortal frame, the funeral pyre was got
readied, the tent-wall was stretched, then
the Sikhs grieved greatly - “O Sovereign!
what is your age after all? you are just 42
years old and your body is so strong. Why
are you leaving us so early?” Guru Sahib
replied, “O Gursikhs! I am not leaving you,
I am not leaving you -

‘Panth Khalsa is my crop or creation of which
I will take care.’

U yBET 831 ATt agd AT® A 37 dat1

I am going to live in you; I am not
going anywhere. The only thing is that
those who have eyes shall see me, while
to the blind, I shall be invisible. The eyes
needed to see me shall be different; they
are inner eyes, eyes of the mind or spirit.

‘Nanak, different are those eyes with which is
beheld my Lord.” P. 577

o3a R wy3tt fanifes
frat fsde wr fust i

Those inner eyes are opened, when
the collyrium of Divine insight or
understanding is put into them.

‘The Guru has given me the collyrium of

Divine knowledge by which the darkness of

ignorance is dispelled.’ P. 293
niag gfs &b
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Then shall I be visible. Those eyes are
different from these physical ones. These
eyes are made of clay or flesh, with which
only that thing is visible on which light
falls, but not the one which is in darkness.
Different are those eyes; they are within
the self and are called divine eyes -

‘The Guru has shown Thee to mine eyes, O
Lord. Pause.

Here and there, in every soul and every body,
Thou, Thou alone art contained, O Bewitcher.’
P. 407

gafag fewfe€ &fear 191 JI€ 1
gsfag €3fa ufe ufe ufe ufe

gat Fat Afasr i

When the eyes are opened, God is
everywhere and all-pervasive. You have
these divine eyes, so have I. Some have
managed to open them, while others are
those who do not know that they have
within their self eyes different from the
physical ones, with which can be seen
things that are in visible.” The Sikh,
decided - “Now we will hold on to the
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Guru’s lotus feet strongly. Let him try ever
so hard, we will not leave them even if he
drags us to the funeral pyre.” First among
them was Jathdear Santokh Singh, who
kept weeping and wailing loudly - ‘O
Sovereign! do not part from us; we cannot
bear separation from you; we cannot live
without you’, and running towards him,
he put both his arms round Guru Sahib’s;
legs and said - now that I have clasped
you, I will not let you go.” He was
surprised when his arms passed through
the Guru’s legs and touched his own chest.
He tried a second time, then a third time,
but in vain. Guru Sahib smiled and said,
“Bhai Santokh Singh! try to catch hold of
me again, if you can. This is a mammonic
(illusory) body which we have assumed
due to your feeling or sentiment, your fate-
determined deeds; our real form is above
‘Maya’; it cannot be held or caught. It is
purely a form or body of light.” So Guru
Sahib said, “Bhai Lehna! this is the kind of
body that we have. Whosoever, in love
with this body, read. Sri Guru Granth Sahib,
or recites the ‘mool mantar’ [Initiatory chant
of Jap Ji Sahib - Ek onkar satnam karta Purkh
nirbhau nirvair Akal moorat Ajooni Saibhang
Gurprasad (There is but one God. True is
His Name, creative His personality and
immortal His form. He is without fear,
sans enmity, unborn and self-illumined)] or
reads Jap [i Sahib, or the ‘Five banis’ (Jap Ji
Sahib, Jaap Sahib, Tav Swaiyyas from Akal
Ustat, Rehras and Sohila prescribed for a
Sikh for daily recitation / reading), or
recites the Divine Name with the tongue
or with the breath, we are with him.” Our
saints and holy men reveal this secret to
the Sikhs - ‘O Sikhs! when you are
engaged in reading/reciting ‘bani’, Guru
Nanak Sahib will be sitting with you.

Look! do not let bad thoughts rise in your
mind because Guru Sahib will come to
know about them. He will see that this
tellow while reading Jap Ji Sahib is
simultaneously harbouring evil thoughts in
his mind, because nothing is hidden from
the Guru (Holy Preceptor).

‘He (The Lord) knows the inner thoughts and
feelings of all.
He knows the suffering or agony of both good
and bad.’
Chaupai, Tenth Guru Sahib
Wz Wz & H3d at 76T
8 g3 d1 Ulg UBTET |
Bhai Lehna Ji asked, “O True
Sovereign! then who is reading Gurbani at
this moment?” Guru Sahib said, “Bhai
Lehna! at this moment, a child, a very
lovable child is reciting Gurbani. He is not
a much grown up child. He has gone out
to graze his sheep, whom he has left in
bushes. On the other side are the crops. To
stop them from entering the fields, he is
going through the bushes. He is
simultaneously reciting ‘Kirtan Sohila’,
which he is doing with great love and
devotion. We are not letting the thorns
hurt him. All the thorns are hurting our
body.” Bhai Santokh Singh Ji had described
it in the following words -

A shepherd is grazing the sheep.
(Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth, p. 1164)
& BT AT GITET I

‘In a lonely state of mind, is he reciting the
Sohila with love and devotion.’

(Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth, p. 1164)
HE feaifs § yifs g3 uela AfasT Afel

to be continued)
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 83, issue Dec. 2012)

On this very day in 1699, Tenth Guru
Sahib wrought a spiritual miracle in
today’s world. He bestowed perfection on
the common folk by making them saint
soldiers. So, it was on this day, that the
Khalsa was created.

When we think of the time prior to
that, we find that the process of creating
the Khalsa (the Pure) had started with the
advent of Guru Nanak Sahib. When
Sovereign Guru Nanak Sahib came into
the world, there was mist all around.
Darkness can no doubt be removed, but
not mist. If you light ten bulbs, darkness
can be dispelled, but mist cannot be
removed even if you light big electric
bulbs. But at that time, the world was
engulfed in spiritual mist. There were
four castes. Nobody liked the ‘Shudras’
(lowest Hindu caste). Even among them
there were two classes - ‘chhoot’” (who
could be touched) and ‘achhoot’
(untouchables). The later were asked to
remove the mark of their feet wherever
they trod, otherwise, they were given a
beating. They had a broom tied behind
them which swept off their footprints as
they walked. If, by chance, they happened
to hear some Vedic chant, their ears were
sealed with molten lead. If, by chance,
they happened to utter ‘Omnkar’ (The
Formless One, God), their tongue was cut
off. They were made to carry animal
carcases, filth, refuse and human ordure.
The lowest kind of work was given to

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

them, and they were called untouchables,
those who are not fit to be touched even.
A mere touch was enough to defile a high
caste Hindu. Such was the people’s belief.
The other class among the Shudras was of
those persons who earned their bread by
the sweat of the brow. They were all
toilers and workers. What kind of country
it was where such was the state of workers
and labourers; you can judge it for yourself.
Why is the outside world progressing? It is
because the worker is respected and his
contribution is recognized. Here, in our
country, a worker is considered low. As a
result, the Shudra class was itself filled with
so much sense of inferiority, that they had
not the courage to speak openly. Atrocities
were committed on them. They were
beaten and belaboured. Nobody stopped
the persecutors on the plea that the Shudra
must have done something wrong. The
second class or caste was that of traders
and merchants; they visited distant
countries and earned wealth. They were
considered a little higher than the Shudras.
The third class or caste was of the
landlords who wielded power; fighting
was their vocation. The fourth caste was of
those who acquired learning, imparted
education, who performed yagyas, gave
donations and accepted them too. So there
were castes - Brahmin, Kshatri, Vaish and
Shudra. Similarly, there were four ‘ashrams’
(divisions of life according to Hinduism) -
Brahmcharya ashram (period of living as a
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celibate upto the age of 24 years), Grihsat
ashram (period of living as a householder
and raising a family upto the age of 50
years), Baanprasat ashram (living in the
forest either alone or alongwith the spouse
performing rites and rituals upto the age
of 75 years), and Sanyas ashram (living as
an ascetic on people’s charity). So in the
whole of India, people were divided by
castes and rituals. Putting on the ‘janeu’
(sacred thread) was obligatory. It was a
must for everybody. If, among the high
castes, somebody was without a ‘janeu’
(sacred thread), nobody ate anything from
his hands because he was considered
impure. When Guru Nanak Sahib was
asked to wear the ‘janeu’, he said - “I am
ready to wear the ‘janeu’ (sacred thread)
but give me one which will endure with
me. This sacred thread of cotton will
become dirty and will break. It will not go
with me to the other world. When this
body will be cremated, it will get burnt
and will be left here. Why do we give
importance to it. Find a ‘janeu’ (sacred
thread) which accompanies the soul to the
world hereafter.

‘Make compassion the cotton, contentment

the thread, continence the knot, and truth the

twist.

This is the sacred thread of the soul and if

thou hast it, O Brahman, then, put it on

me.’

P. 471

efen™ ay'g A3Y §3 AF diet AF <l
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O Brahmin-preist, if you have such a

‘janeu’ (sacred thread), then put it on me.
If you don’t have it, then keep this cotton
thread with you.” So, such ideas and
notions had created divisions in society.
People became so weak that when the

enemies attacked, the Khatris did not fight
against them. The rest considered
themselves as sheep, wool from whose
bodies was to be shorn in any case,
whether it is A or it is B. They had no
interest in their freedom. Besides, man had
become so weak and inferior from within
that he had become convinced of his
inferiority and meanness, that he had no
right of worship. People did not believe in
one God or doctrine. They had disparate
beliefs. It was total darkness. Holy
congregation! just reflect over this
sometime. Now things are totally different.
We cannot appreciate the spiritual
conditions prevailing at that time. Beliefs
were so broken and weak -

‘Some were worshippers of Hanuman, and

some of Bkairon.

Some worshipped Devi Naina of the

mountains,

And some Vaishno Devi of Jawala.

Then were loud worshippers of Sarwar,

But little eagerness for Baba Nanak.’

et IBHE, qEl 35 €,
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My grandfather used to tell us: “We

used to go on a pilgrimage to Naina Devi.
People in the villages believed in either
Sakhi Sarwar or the Devis (Goddesses). In
between the two, they did not believe in
and worship anyone else. On our return
from visiting Naina Devi, when we passed
by Anandpur Sahib, we said - ‘Let us pay
obeisance to the Gurus also.”” They were
followers of ‘Panj Pirs’ (Five Muslim
Holymen) and did not have faith in one
only. So broken were their beliefs that they
had no knowledge of God. Knowledge had
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become confined to the Brahmins alone.
The Kashatris had only fighting, money and
power left with them. In this manner,
beliefs were in a shattered state. Guru
Sahib preached the message of One
‘Ekamkar’ (Formless One, God) to these
badly divided people with disparate and
shattered beliefs. He explained to them,
“My dear brothers! one God is the master
of the entire creation or universe. Realize
Him and recognize not another. There is
no god and goddess who has created the
world. There is no bull who can carry its
burden. It is ‘dharma’ (righteousness) which
supports this earth -

‘(The mythical) bull is piety, the offspring of

compassion, which is patiently holding the

earth in order.’ P. 3

U5 qay efemT T YF I

A3Y g afepnt fAfs gz il

Don’t be afraid of these things.

Worship God. There is no high and low
caste. All men are equal. Nobody is inferior
to the other. All are made up of five
elements. Therefore, remove this notion
from your mind that you are inferior.”
Guru Sahib ennobled their thinking. He
gave them knowledge and understanding.
Their mind was elevated. At the same
time, Tenth Guru Sahib explained: From
Guru Nanak Sahib to the Ninth Guru
Sahib, the same Light has continued to
shine. Man does not die. Only the body
changes, very much like changing one’s
clothes. By changing clothes, the wearer
does not die. It is the garment that
becomes worn and torn. For God’s
worshippers, death is a source of joy. It is
a way to attain bliss:

‘Saith Kabir: Death that terrifies the world, to
me brings joy.

Through death alone is attained the Supreme,

the perfect Bliss.’ P. 1365

eI [ Has 3 7 59 Ha His WSe Il

HIS Tt T yrehd Yas uaHSE Il

It is death that man fears most. If one

attains victory over death, then the
question of fear does not arise. What dies?
It is ‘ego’ that dies.

‘The supreme Creator who made the cosmos,

Into it also introduced egoism:

The ego it is that is born and dies;
That too transmigrates.’

fafs afg afem yaty faas
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So, when the Guru’s ‘bani’ (utterance)

enlightened the people, and they practised
Divine Name meditation and their minds
were exalted and became absorbed in God,
then the Gursikh became immortal. During
the time of the nine Guru Sahibaan, the
Sikh became exalted and realized that
there are no high and low castes; these
notions are absurd. Here God Himself is at
play and manifest in all creatures.

P. 999

‘Nirankar (Formless One) assuming form came

to be called ‘Ekamkar’ (the one unique Lord).”

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 26/2

fadarg »rang Jfe gaarg
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When ‘Nirankar’ (The Formless One)

assumed form, he came to be called
‘Ekamkar’ (one unique Lord). ‘Ekamkar’ is
the first word of Sri Guru Granth Sahib:

‘From Ekamkar (unique Lord) emanated the

word melody that assumed form.’

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 26/2
gdardg AFE gifs Gniag
eg FETEHT I

From Him emanated the Word sound
or melody from which came out all forms
and shapes. All the physical forms that we
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see have emanated from the Word melody.
All birds and animals which we see are
essentially one. They are themselves God
Himself -

‘The Lord, of Himself created His own self and

assumed He Himself the Name.’ P. 473

WIS WY TG Il

God of Himself created His self and

manifested His Name. He Himself played
this world-play. Only one God exists here
and no other.

‘Searching, searching and searching, ultimately

the mortal succeeds.

By Guru’s grace, he comes to know the whole

reality.

When I look, then I see God at the root of all

things.

Saith Nanak: The Lord Himself is impalpable

essence and palpable phenomena.’

p. 281

AUZ Ra3 AaF RifeT il
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All the visible world is a manifestation

of God. The Perfect God is also there; the
world is His palpable manifestation; from
the palpable does He become impalpable.
So such intelligent and enlightened
Gursikhs loved Guru Sahib greatly. They
were ready to sacrifice their all for him,
because true love is not a matter of mere
verbal expression. If a person merely says
that he loves you, it is just empty verbiage.
According to Guru Sahib, one has to pay a
big price for love as stated in the following
Gurbani edict -

‘If thou yearnest to play the game of love,

step on to my path, with thy head placed on

the palin of thy hand.’ P. 1412

A€ 38 Y 48E ar el
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The lover ceases to live for himself or
herself in two ways - physically as well as
in the notion of self or I-ness. He/she lives
for the other. In love, there aren’t two
entities but one, absorbed in each other. If
they remain two, there is no absorption or
union. So, in this way, there was great love
between the Sikh (disciple) and the Guru
(Perfect Holy Preceptor).

Sixth Guru Sahib had himself seen
that Fifth Guru Sahib neither harmed
anyone, nor spoke against any king or
ruler. He had set up free community
kitchens at various places. When Lahore
was afflicted with plague, so many persons
died that there was none to bury them or
cremate them. At that time, Guru Sahib
called upon his Sikhs to serve the people.
He himself led them in rendering this
service without caring for his own health.
The Gursikhs cremated them or buried
them in keeping with their faith. They did
not harm anyone.

When famine struck the Punjab, Akbar
came and wanted to serve the people. At
that time, the boundaries of Panjab spread
from Delhi to Peshawar and extended upto
Afghanistan. He asked Guru Sahib what
service he should render. Guru Sahib said,
“O Emperor Akbar! If you want to render
service, send foodgrains in plenty so that
no one may die of hunger. Secondly, don’t
take any land revenue from them. Remit
their land revenue.” There wasn’t anything
in these demands which could incur
anybody’s hostility. What went against him
was that he did not believe in casteism. He
did not attach any importance to visiting
pilgrim centres. He said that people were
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cheated and robbed there.

He said, “God’s Name is the pilgrim
centre. The greatest pilgrim centre is that
where holy congregations are held. There is
no pilgrim centre in the world, which is
greater than this:

‘Where discourses on God are delivered,
There comes the Ganga by herself.’

afg at ag7 37 7 AT

diar st g8 »eg 37/

Not only the Ganga but the gods of all
the sixty eight pilgrim centers come and
set up their courts like shops at places
where holy discourses on God are
delivered. They say - ‘If anyone has any
demand to make, we will grant it
immediately.” But no pilgrim centre is
greater than the place where Divine
discourses are delivered. Even the pilgrim
centres long for the dust of the devotees’
feet attending a holy congregation. They
say, if the dust of the congregation of the
holy happens to fall upon us even with the
blowing of the wind, our sins are
removed.” About those who attend the
holy congregation, even pilgrim centres
pray - ‘O God! bestow on us the dust of
some beloved saints of Thine. We have
become too much filled with sins and evils.
Show Thine mercy.

‘Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari and Saraswati
(These are rivers reckoned holy) seek dust of
the feet of the man of God.

Full of impurity of sins are we; our impurity
by dust of feet of the holy is shed.” P. 1263
Jrar AHAT
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Guru Sahib enlightened the people
when this cheating and looting in the

name of religion was going on at pilgrim
centres. When people got enlightened, this
cheating and looting of devotees stopped.
People stopped visiting graves. The number
of people going to places of pilgrimages
decreased. More and more people started
attending holy congregations. The belief in
‘sarhsatis’ (period of continued bad luck)
came to an end. The Gursikhs said - “These
good and bad omens touch only those who
are forgetful of God’s Name. He who
practises Divine Name meditation cannot
be harmed even by millions of bad omens.’

‘By contemplation of the Lord are removed all
impediments.’ P. 262

Y7 ez aF faors & &7t Il
Obstacles are met only by him who -

‘Millions of obstacles come in the way of him,
who forgets the Name.’ P. 522

So, people stopped visiting pilgrim
centres realizing that the Name Divine is
the greatest pilgrim centre. Holy
congregation is such a great pilgrim centre
that even God Himself comes to attend it.
The gods of all the 68 pilgrim stations
attend it.

Consequently, owing to these
teachings, religious fanatics whose
livelihood was hit, turned against Guru
Sahib. They incited the emperor against
him. Emperor Jahangir was already ill-
disposed towards Guru Sahib. So Guru
Sahib was martyred by inflicting great
tortures on him. At that time, Sixth Guru
Sahib said to Baba Budha Ji, “Baba Ji! non-
violence has been practised beyond limit.
Now we will have to take to arms.”

Man takes to arms only when he
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comes to realize that he cannot survive
through non-violence. A nation takes to
arms when it realizes that it has no ways
and means left to survive. But arms are
useful only when it is prepared, otherwise
arms and weapons are of no help. Guru
Sahib says - ‘Dear brothers! taking to arms
in order to frighten and intimidate others
is totally wrong. Even when one is fully
armed, one should wish from the core of
one’s heart -

‘Through Nanak, may Thy Name, O God, be

exalted,

And all prosper by Thy grace.’

35 5H gFel IBT

If God has bestowed power upon you,

you should not use it to frighten and
intimidate others; use it for the good of
others. Save them from evil persons. If you
have power - political, financial or
intellectual - then you should not use it to
suppress the poor. Reason with those who
oppress the poor, because they need to be
reformed and changed. Lofty is the ideal of
the Sikh and Sikhism.

So, in this way, Sovereign Sixth Guru
Sahib took to arms and taught and trained
the Sikhs in the use of arms and weapons.
But he did not attack anyone. Guru Sahib
had laid down eight rules regarding the
use of arms. Listen to these very
attentively.

Guru Sahib said, “If you want to
increase your glory and fame, don’t Kkill
any Tom, Dick and Harry. When you are
confronted with a fight, first try to avert
and avoid it as much as you can, because
tighting is not a good thing. If fighting is
forced on you, then fight with valour like
the brave. If the weapon of your adversary

has got broken, then don’t attack him. This
is the first thing that Guru Sahib told us.
He said, “Don’t attack from hiding. Warn
your enemy in advance that you will now
use all the arms and weapons against him.
Be vigilant. Thirdly, don’t attack your
enemy when he is sleeping. Fourthly, don’t
attack an old man and a woman. Fifthly,
don’t use any weapon against a child.
Sixthly, if your enemy has fallen ill, don't
attack him until he recovers. Seventhly,
don’t attack one who comes to your
refuge. Give him refuge and shelter. Don’t
kill him.” These are great rules of conduct
which Guru Sahib laid down for
observance by his Sikhs in the course of
fighting. He said, “If anyone did not
follow them, he would lose glory and
fame.” So, Guru Sahib did not engage in
offensive fighting. It was in self-defence.
He never attacked anyone. He usurped
neither anyone’s house, nor land. He
remained calm even to this extent that
when he laid the foundation of Kartarpur,
Karam Chand, a relative of Chandu,
happened to come there. He hurled a
hundred abuses on Guru Sahib in the
presence of the devotees. Guru’s Sikhs like
Bhai Bidhi Chand were present. They
itched for teaching him a lesson, but Guru
Sahib checked them with the show of his
hand. At the same time, he advised Karam
Chand, “Why are you behaving in this
manner?” At last, when he did not stop,
Guru Sahib said to him, “It is no use
reasoning with you. You refuse to listen to
anyone.” When he went out among the
Sikhs outside and boasted that the Guru
was speechless before him, Bhai Bidhi
Chand picked him up on his shoulders and
threw him into the river Beas.
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So, Guru Sahib says that when there is
no way out, only then one should take to
arms. Don’t frighten and intimidate anyone
needlessly.

After Seventh and Eighth Guru
Sahibaan, Sovereign Ninth Guru embraced
martyrdom and gave the Supreme sacrifice.
At that point of time, Tenth Guru Sahib
inculcated soldiership or martial skill in the
saintly Sikhs in defence of goodness and
the holy. Many persons say that Guru
Sahib created the Khalsa to defend the
saints. The Khalsa is himself a saint and
none other. He is no ordinary mortal. He
is a saint fashioned into a soldier - a saint-
soldier is he. The soldiers have they been
made not for guarding the saints, because
the latter are protected by God Himself.
He, who has God on his side, never suffers
defeat. So, at that time, Guru Sahib
changed everything. Earlier, the boon of
God’s Name was bestowed upon the
devotee with ‘charan-amrit’ (wash of the
guru’s or the idol’s feet). Guru Sahib said,
“Now the Name shall not be bestowed
with ‘charan-amrit’ (wash of the Guru’s or
the idol’s feet). Now it has to be given
with a ‘khanda’ (double-edged sword). But
its glory is intense and hard to bear. You
don’t have to talk and act in a flimsy
manner. The Khalsa will come to be created
gently and calmly.” At that time, Guru
Sahib issued this command: “Let all the
Sikhs come on the coming Baisakhi.” First,
he himself practised Divine Name
meditation for nine months. When his
command reached all parts of India and
abroad, groups of devotees set out from
Lanka, Bengal, Orissa, and other places. As
the day of Baisakhi drew near, the

gathering of devotees swelled.

On 30" March, Guru Sahib made all
the arrangements. It was on the high
mound of Keshgarh  Sahib  that
arrangements were made, where all the
devotees could sit. Some historians say that
80,000 Sikhs came there on Baisakhi, while
others write that the number was smaller
than that. But surely the number of Sikhs
assembled there was quite large. All were
waiting eagerly and wondering: “What will
Guru Sahib tell us today because it is being
talked about that Guru Sahib is going to
give a new programme that day? He is
going to bring about a fundamental change
in Sikhism, which will surprise the whole
world.” At that time, Guru Sahib came and
occupied the throne. Ragi Singhs (Singers of
Gurbani) started ‘Kirtan’ (Gurbani-singing).
Devotees came and sat after paying
obeisance. Suddenly, Guru Sahib stood up
on the throne. He took out his sword. He
waved the naked sword in the air and said
in a loud voice, “Dear devotees! for the
‘havan’ (a ritual form of worship among
Hindus) of freedom, I need neither ‘ghee’
(clarified butter) nor incense, I want to
sacrifice the head of a beloved Sikh. I
want to pour his blood into the holy fire.
Therefore, let some dear Sikh get up who
is willing to sacrifice his life.”

In books of history, it is found written
that, after giving this call, Guru Sahib
looked all around. Silence prevailed
everywhere and nobody was getting up in
response to the call. This is what we have
been hearing from earlier times. But, holy
congregation! this is absolutely wrong,
because Sikhism had become very much
exalted. The Sikhs had come to realize that
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man does not die with his physical death,
that after death, he attains eternal life.
Secondly, they (Sikhs) had become
liberated while still living.

‘One that the Lord’s command in mind
cherishes,

Is truly to be called ‘Jivan-mukta’ (one
liberated while living).

To such a one are joy and sorrow alike;
Ever in joy, never feels he sorrow.

Gold and a clod of earth to him are alike,
As also ‘amrita’ (nectar) and foul-tasting
poison.

To him are honour and dishonor alike;

Alike also pauper and princes.

One that such a way practises,

Saith Nanak, a ‘Jivan-mukta’ may be called.’

P. 275
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Does anyone, who has conquered

death, ever feel afraid? To make it more
interesting, some historians even write that
the people’s faces turned pale. Here history
is wrong. It is nothing but concoction. This
is not a history of ascendant spirits. As
soon as Guru Sahib made this clarion call
from his mouth, Bhai Daya Singh, a Khatri
by caste, got up and made the following
request -

‘I am nothing, everything is Thine, O Lord.

Here Thou art the Absolute Lord and there the

Related One.

Betwixt the two, Thou playest

Thy play, O my Lord.

Thou Thyself art within the city and Thyself

without it as well.

Thou, O Lord, abidest everywhere.

Thou Thyself art the king and Thyself the

subject. At one place Thou art the Lord and

another the slave.

From whom should I hide and with whom

should I practise fraud? Wheresoever I see,

there I see the Lord just near me.

I have met with Guru Nanak, the saint’s

embodiment. When the water drop merges with

the ocean, its separateness can be discerned

not.” p. 827
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O God! I am nothing at all. This head

is yours; the five elements are yours and
so is this body made up of five elements.
Nothing is mine - neither my mind, nor
my intellect, nor my innermost
consciousness, nor my ‘ego’” or ‘I-ness’. It is
you who are playing everywhere in diverse
forms and shapes. Take Thine thing
Thyself.” It is because Bhai Daya Singh
was a perfect yogi. He was a perfect
knower of ‘Raj Yoga' (spiritual pursuit
without renunciation). He was perfect in
‘Bhakti-yoga” (God’s devotional worship and
Divine Name meditation) as well as in
‘Brahm-gyan’ (Knowledge of Ultimate
Spiritual Reality). He was a master of
various worldly and spiritual powers.
Those who say that Guru Sahib repeated
his call thrice and finally Bhai Daya Singh
came trembling, do not know what
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Sikhism is. If Sikhism was so weak even
after 200 years, of what use was the
teaching and sermonizing of the first nine
Guru Sahibaan? The fact is that at that
point of time, Sikhism had reached the
pinnacle of glory. The Gursikhs lived in a
state of complete absorption in and union
with the Divine.

So, on that occasion, Guru Sahib took
his head. Then ,he made a second call for
another head. In response to the second
call, Bhai Dharam Singh Ji, a Jat from
Hastinapur near Delhi came to Guru Sahib
and submitted -

‘My body and wealth are Thine,

Thou art my Lord, nothing is in my power.

As Thou keepest me, so do I live and I eat

what Th\ou givest me.” P. 406
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O God! we are Thine. We have

nothing separate from Thee that we may
give unto Thee.” So, with such rising spirits
did he come to Guru Sahib to sacrifice his
head. Thereafter, Guru Sahib gave the
third call, in response to which came Bhai
Himmat Singh Ji of Jagannath, who was a
Jhivar (water carrier) by caste. At the
fourth call came Bhai Mohkam Singh Ji of
Dwarka, who was a “Chhimba’ (calico-
printer) by caste. In response to the fifth
call came Bhai Sahib Singh Ji of Bidar, who
was a ‘Nai’ (Barber) by caste. After that
Guru Sahib took them to a tent. He made
them put on new clothes and prepared the
bowl of ‘amrit’ (nectar).

All present watched and waited for
Guru Sahib to demand another head.
People vied with one another in offering

their head. Besides, there were many
others also who were weak. On such
occasions, there are many those also who
have come as sepectators, who love their
children. Their bodies were trembling at
the sight of what was happening. So, by
preparing ‘amrit’ (nectar) Guru Sahib gave
a new turn to Sikhism. Many persons
describe this event in a different manner.
These are mere doubts about which I
would like to make a few submissions.

First are those chroniclers who say
that Guru Sahib had tethered five he-goats
in the tent. He took the Sikh inside by the
hand, slaughtered a he-goat. It died and its
blood flowed outside. Now just think over
it. There wused to be a sound of
slaughtering. Just slaughter a he-goat here.
There won’t be any sound if its mouth is
gagged. There, on that occasion, 80,000
persons were sitting. In a furlong (220
yards) were sitting so many people. How
far could they be from the Guru's seat or
throne? Behind the throne was the tent. If
a he-goat was slaughtered there, would it
make any sound? On kutcha ground, it
would not make any sound at all. Even if
the head fell on pucca floor, it would not
make any sound. Saying that there was a
sound and a streams of blood flowed out
of the tent is far from truth. You can do it
practically, and you will see that the blood
would stop flowing after a little distance.

Secondly, there are those writers who
do not say anything. If he-goats had been
slaughtered, then historians would have
written that their carcasses were afterwards
picked up and thrown away, or were
disposed of otherwise. Even their belief
gets shaken that the Guru was nothing,
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and had only enacted a drama. This is not
so. The heads of the five Sikhs were really
severed. In the first place, if Guru Sahib
had put up a tent, we had no right to
peep into it. The miracle that happened
did happen. When Guru Sahib was going
to leave the world, at that time, he put up
a tent-wall round his pyre. What
happened within that tent-well, nobody
knows till today. One thinking is that Guru
Sahib sat on his pyre cross-legged and with
his yogic fire reduced his mortal frame to
ashes. Alongwith this is their assertion that
in the funeral ashes nothing except a small
sword was found, when Guru Sahib was
carrying on his body weapons and armour
weighing 1'/, ‘maunds’ (one maund = 36
kg. approx.). Where did this so much iron
go? It could at the most melt. In the first
place, iron does not melt in a funeral pyre.
You can test this by putting as word in it.
It will never melt. If it at all melts, will
remain in the ashes. Does iron ever burn?
Those who make iron ‘kushta’ (oxide of
metals for medicinal use esp. in Unani
system of medicine) do it by firing
hundreds of times. Secondly are those
persons who say - it was dark and in the
cover of darkness Guru Sahib escaped on a
horse and emerged in a forest. Thereafter,
he liberated Maratha chiefs Bala Rao and
Baji Rao from the fort at Poona-Sitara.
Then there is a third group of authors who
say that Guru Sahib was carried on a
hearse in a funeral procession and he was
cremated in a regular and proper manner.
They put an end to all kind of speculation
regarding Guru Sahib’s passing away. Holy
congregation! God knows about the reality
because nothing can be said about holy
men possessing all powers. When the last

rites of Guru Nanak Sahib were going to
be performed, a quarrel arose between his
Hindu and Muslim followers. The Hindus
wanted to cremate, while the Muslims
wanted to bury him in a grave. They
wanted to construct a tomb on his grave.
On the other hand, the Hindus said - ‘We
have to build a ‘smadhi’” (shrine built over
the ashes of a dead person).” At last,
covering the body with a cloth sheet,
flowers were placed on it. All were
surprised to see that only flowers and cloth
sheet were left there. The Hindu and
Muslim devotees divided the flowers and
cloth equally between themselves. The
former built a ‘smadhi’ (shrine), while the
latter constructed a tomb. Baba Budha Ji
says -

‘The Baba (Guru Nanak) is neither in the tomb

nor in the shrine; he abides in the heart of

Guru Angad.

gy H31 37 G I »are & JIT Hl

Guru Sahib entered the heart of Guru

Angad Sahib and found an abode therein.
The body vanished. Prior to that also are
various stories when he had disappeared.

We do not consider the Gurus as
capable and all-powerful but regard them
as humans. A person, who was present on
the occasion, has written about this
incident. He was a Brahmin who had
converted to Islam. His name was Awal
Turani. Aurangzeb had sent him here as
his secret agent. His duty was to send all
important news from Anandpur Sahib to
the Emperor. He used to send daily reports
to the king. Earlier too, a spy had come
who belonged to Golconda. He remained
at Anandpur Sahib for a long time. This
Awal Turani who was a convert to Islam,
sent reports to Aurangzeb. The report he
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sent regarding the happenings on that
Baisakhi has been quoted by one Bakshi
Singh Adil in his book. He writes: “When
the Guru gave the call, a Sikh got up at
once without any hesitation or trembling.
He went to Guru Sahib hurriedly. Before
everyone’s eyes, Guru Sahib severed his
head. I was overwhelmed with fear. In the
meantime, Guru Sahib gave a second call
in response to which another Sikh offered
himself. His head too was severed. Then
third, fourth and fifth Sikhs were also
beheaded when they appeared before Guru
Sahib. I was bewildered and frightened and
so could not see what happened thereafter.
When I came to myself, what I saw was
that the Guru started reading some chants
over a handle-less cauldron of water.” This
writer has described a steell bowl as a
cauldron without handle. He writes: “The
Guru started reading the chant with great
speed. It was difficult to gaze at his
resplendent face. At that moment, a
woman came and put something in the
water. After that he made it the elixir of
life. Everybody said that it was ‘amrit’
(nectar). He joined the head and the torso
of the first person, he had beheaded and
sprinkled this water on him - five on the
eyes, five on the head. Thereafter, coming
towards his head, when he said - Utter
‘Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki
Fateh,” that man, who had been beheaded,
came back to life and stood up. Similarly,
the Guru revived the remaining four Sikhs,
whom he had beheaded. The entire
congregation was filled with wonder and
delight at the miracle the Guru had
wrought. I am surprised that 20,000
persons at once got ready to partake of
‘amrit’ (nectar). At that time, the big hurdle

was casteism. High caste people did not
eat and drink with people of low castes.
But the Guru made all of them drink from
one and the same bowl. This was a great
miracle that I witnessed.” If this miracle
happened, only then was it witnessed and
recorded by a person who was a spy of
Emperor Aurangzeb. Now let us examine
according to Gurbani: “Was the Guru an
ordinary man like us? You may think that
the Guru was a clever man, who enacted
a drama. He did not have any spiritual
power. He put up a tent in which he
tethered he-goats. But this is not the view
of Gurbani. Dear brothers! do not regard the
Guru as an ordinary man. The ‘Akal Purkh’
(Timeless One, God) said to Guru Nanak:
‘O Nanak! I am ‘Parbrahm Parmeshar’
(Transcendental Lord God); you are Guru-
God’. Now if ‘Parmeshar’ (God) does not
have any power, then what is the use of
being God? God created the universe with
just one thought or idea.

‘He fills and empties in the twinkling of an
eye.’ P. 284
JI& FI& AT AT 3T ET Il
In the twinkling of His eye lies the
power of creation and destruction. He is
an embodiment of power. That Lord God
says: “Nanak! I am ‘Parbrahma Parmeshar’
(Transcendental Lord God); you are Guru-
God.” Here, Tenth Guru Sahib says -
‘I stood up with joined palms, and bowing to
Lord God,
I said: Thy Path I shall spread only if Thou
be at my back.’ Kabiowach Dohira
3E 357 H flT &9,
g9 JJ7 (AT [631E |
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God tells him -
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‘I establish thee as my son.’
. Chaupai, Bachittar Natak
H myaT g3 3T 57/

‘I have churned the body ocean and 1 have seen
an enamouring thing come to view.

The Guru is God and God is the Guru, O
Nanak. There is no difference between the two,
my brother.’ P. 442
Y E3f% Aalg aw eftosr
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Then, there is power in God, brother.
In that case, what was the need for the
Guru to enact such a stunt? He was
capable and powerful. Such is the edict
occurring in Gurbani:

‘My True Guru sustains all.

My True Guru slays and revives the mortal.

The glory of my True Guru has become

manifest in all the places.’ P. 1142
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Whatever Guru Sahib did, he did

before everyone’s eyes. Many persons with
weak belief think: ‘Can such a thing ever
happen? ‘This was wrought by the Guru
himself who was Guru-God . Even Baba
Farid, when he returned after practising
Divine Name meditations and austerities
for twelve years, came to acquire
miraculous powers of inflicting death and
reviving the dead. He sat under a tree on
which sparrows were chirping loudly.
Having practised austerities, the element of
anger had increased in him. He had
become irritable and short-tempered. He
looked up and said: ‘May you die, O
sparrows!” At this utterance, all the
sparrows fell down dead. Then the
thought crossed his mind - ‘I have

needlessly killed God’s chirping birds.
What did I gain out of it? He cast his
glance on them and said: ‘Fly, O sparrows!’
All the sparrows got revived and flew
away.

Once Saint Namdev Ji was sitting on
the bank of the Yamuna. The hearse of a
young Brahmin was being taken away for
cremation. His widow fully decked and
adorned was accompanying him. She came
to pay obeisance to Saint Namdev whose
eyes were shut. He was absorbed in deep
meditation and was enjoying indescribable
spiritual relish. When he heard the jingling
of the ornaments, he opened his eyes and
said spontaneously: “Daughter, may you
enjoy marital bliss!” The woman stuck to
the saint’s word and said, “My husband is
lying dead on the hearse. Now bring him
back to life.” The saint was caught in a
dilemma. Then he heard a voice coming
from within which said, “Namdev, don’t
worry. Hold the Brahmin by the shoulder
and ask him to get up uttering ‘Ram’
(God’s Name)”. Saint Namdev did so and
revived the young man. What was the
result? The Sultan (king) killed a cow and
asked saint Namdev to bring it back to life.
He (saint Namdev) said: “I did not revive
him. It was God’s doing.” But the truth is
that he did bring young Brahmin back to
life.

Then there is a similar incident
involving Baba Atal. While playing in the
previous evening, Mohan (a friend of Baba
Atal) could not give his turn that he owed
to him (Baba Atal). At night, Mohan died
of snake-bite. In the morning, the previous
day’s game started. Mohan did not come.
Baba Ji said, “Call him.” His comrades
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said, “He is not coming.” Whenever they
went to summon him, his parents said,
“Let Baba Ji himself come and take him
away.” When Baba Atal went to his house,
he was lying dead. Putting his ‘khundi’
(playing hook) round his (Mohan’s) neck,
he said, “You are feigning death to avoid
giving your turn. Get up and give your
turn.” It is said that Mohan came back to
life. It is stated in history that Sixth Guru
Sahib did not approve of it. At last, he
(Baba Atal) had to give up his mortal
frame in place of Mohan.

Baba Gurditta Ji learnt that a tiger had
come, when the hillmen raised a hue and
cry that it was slaughtering their cows.
Baba Ji went into the forest. There he saw
a white cow roaming about. From a
distance, taking it for a tiger, he shot an
arrow and killed it. The hill people
protested that he had killed their cow and
decided to complain to the king. Sixth
Guru Sahib had removed his weapons. He
was in a dilemma as to what should be
done. The hillmen would complain to the
king, who would send his soldiers. That
would create a storm. The only way out
seemed to be that he should revive the
cow. Its intestines had come out with the
arrow. Uttering ‘Waheguru’ (God’s Name),
he sprinkled water on it. As a result, the
cow came back to life.

Once Guru Nanak Sahib was sitting
on the bank of the Yamuna, where now
stands a gurdwara on the outskirts of Delhi.
Early in the morning, he heard the sound
of weeping and crying. He asked Mardana
to find out who was crying and why.
Mardana went there and inquired about it.
He informed: “Revered sir! a ‘Mahout’

(elephant keeper or driver) had lost his
elephant. He and his family depended on
it. They received salary for looking after
the elephant. They are crying because they
have lost their job.” Guru Sahib said, “Go
and tell them that their elephant is alive,
and so they should not weep.” When
Mardana went to them to convey this, he
saw that the elephant was living.

Next day, the king came to know that
a holy man had come to the city who had
revived a dead elephant. He came to Guru
Sahib and said, “O holyman! I have heard
that you have revived a dead elephant.”
Guru Sahib said, “O king! life and death
are in the hands of God. The holymen can
only offer prayers.” He said, “Now show
me by killing.” Guru Sahib said, “He is
already dead. What more should I show by
killing? “At once did the elephant fall
down dead with a thud. Then the king
said, “Now revive it.” Guru Sahib said,
“Now, it cannot be revived. The holy men
are able to lift what God has made to fall,
but God does not lift what the saints have
made to fall.

‘My saint can release one bound by me, but 1

cannot release one bound by my saint.

If, at any time, my saint seizes me and binds

me, then even I cannot raise any objection.’
P. 1252
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(... to be continued)
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