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&Gn yﬁk£ Section ‘6

Guru Amardas - Abode of Bliss

English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

(English Translation of “Guru Amar Das
Parsiye” in series.)

So, one day the ‘Murshad” (Holy
Preceptor) thought of subjecting him to a
test. At that time, with his spiritual
powers, he caused torrential rain. It
rained so heavily that water entered even
the place where fire used to be kept
preserved. Baba Farid Ji woke up at 1
P.M. because he had to assist the
‘Murshad” (Holy Preceptor) to take bath.
When he put out his hand to take out
fire, there was none because water had
entered. He had the shock of his life. He
was bewildered — ‘“What will become of
me? If today I miss attending upon the
‘Murshad” (Holy Preceptor), the entire
service of fourteen years will go waste.’
Many ups and downs came into his mind
but he was at a loss to understand what
he should do. Then a thought came into
his mind —‘Let me go into the city. I will
knock at some gentleman’s door and get
fire from him.” So, he went to the city to
bring fire—

‘Farid, the lanes are muddy; the

Beloved’s home far;

Yet my love for Him is deep.

If I stir out, my blanket shall get wet.

If I stay back, am I false to my Love.”
P.1379

ggter aIBie feaz efd wa

B& funtd 3T I

Sant Waryam Singh [i

g8T I 37 d98T g F I AT
war - 1379
At last he himself took the decision—

Refrain: Let not my relationship of love
be severed,

Even if my blanket gets drenched.
ggaT - Hal 22 &7 Yd &1 54,

B se A< J98t -2, 2.
‘Let the blanket be drenched through; Let
it rain ever so much— Go I must to meet
the Beloved. So my love may prove not

false.” P.1379
BAE fIAE du81 mBT SIAE HT I
e s (33T AreT 326 3791 311

war - 1379

He set out for Ajmer City. He walked
through the streets. It was very dark. It
was raining heavily. As he was going, he
saw light in an upper storey room, which
kindled some hope in his mind. He
thought of knocking there and hoped to
find someone awake. In those days, fire
used to be kept preserved in every home.
He climbed the platform and knocked at
the door. From within came the voice—
"Who is there?”

He said, “I am a disciple of the
‘Murshad’” (Holy Preceptor)?”

She asked, “Which disciple of the
‘Murshad” (Holy Preceptor)?”

He said, “I am Farid.”

She said, “O Farid! what do you
need at this hour?” He recognized the
voice that it was some woman who was
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speaking."

He said, “Daughter! open the door so
that I may tell you what I need.” She
said, “O Farid! the house to which you
have come is not meant for holy men and

mendicants. Here one gets a ticket to
hell.”

‘Beauteous couches perfumed with
sandalwood and atter—all these are
gateway to terrible hell.” P.642

R A&} 95 &A™ 59d Ud & T |
AT - 642

If I can get fire by giving my head,
if my ‘Murshad” (Holy Preceptor) can be
pleased even by giving my skin, it is a
very profitable bargain.”

She said, “Remove your eye- ball and
give it to me.” Baba Farid put forward his
eye before her.

At this she said, “I am not going to
remove your eye-ball. Do it yourself.” At
that moment, Baba Farid Ji removed his
eye-ball and put it in the plate, and she,
in exchange, brought fire and gave it to
him. Baba Farid bandaged his eye. How
much pain he must have felt! How much
difficulty he must have faced! But these
are the ways of love, holy congregation!

Refrain: Far beyond the head is the
abode of love, O my soul,

Far beyond... ... ...

AT 3y d g e -2, 2.

ug I g e 3T,

ug g e -2, 2.

gar 3t fdE,........... -2.
‘If thou yearnest to play the game of
love, step on to my path, with thy head
placed on the palm of thy hand.
And once thou settest thy feet on this

path, then lay down thy head and mind
not public opinion.” P.1412

A€ 36 Y g8 ar g6l
fag afs 38} arBt Hat e 1l
feg wafar dg gaid il
frag el afe & aid i weT - 1412
With his eye bandaged, he assisted
his ‘Murshad” (Holy Preceptor) to take
bath. The sun rose.

The Murshad said, “Hasn’t Farid
come?” The disciples said, “Sir, he is
sitting in the corner with his face towards
the wall.”

He said, “Call him.” After fourteen

years, it was for the first time that he
had called him.

He said, “Farid! why is your eye
bandaged?”

If we were in his place, we would
have told the ‘Murshad” (Holy Preceptor)
before the bath itself —'Today I have
obtained fire in exchange for my eye-
ball.” But Farid did not make any
mention of what had happened at night.

He said, “O Murshad (Holy
Preceptor)! I have bandaged the eye
because it is sore [literally: it has come.]”

In Panjabi ' &t ¥ ' means that it is
sore.

At this the ‘Murshad” (Holy Preceptor)
said, “Farid! eyes which have come are
not bandaged. On the other hand, it is the
gone eyes which are bandaged. So,
remove the bandage.”

As soon as he removed the bandage,
the eye was found to be in tact. So, in
this way, he passed the test, he was
subjected to. Exactly in a similar manner
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was the touchstone being applied to Baba
Amar Dass Ji. It was raining. The path
was very muddy. He was in old age—83
years old. The metallic pitcher was the
same as he had picked up on the first
day. He took a dip in the Beas with his
clothes on him. He was not bothered that
in drenched clothes he might catch cold.
Filling up the pitcher with water, he put
it on his head and set out on his return
journey. On the way, he slipped at
several places. Finally, coming near
Khadoor Sahib, he stumbled against a
stake at a weaver’s house. He did not
notice it owing to darkness. As he
stumbled, the pitcher fell, but he saved
the water from spilling. He again picked
up the pitcher.

Hearing the sound of falling, the
weaver asked, “Brother, who is there?”

Baba Ji said, “I am an humble slave
of the True Guru. I have brought water
for his bathing.”

He (the weaver) asked, “Which ‘daas’
(slave) are you?”

His wife said, “Who else can he be?
It is Amroo, who has no place, who is
meek and shelterless.”

She happened to say many other
things too. While picking up the metallic
pitcher, Baba Amar Dass Ji happened to
say: “Mad woman! he, who has a place
in the Guru’s abode, how can he be
shelterless? He, whose support is the
Guru, how can he be supportless? He,
whose prop is the Guru, how can he be
destitute? He on whose side is the Guru,
how can he be friendless?”

He picked up the metallic pitcher
and went away speaking like this. The

holy man’s wutterance is like an
unrestrained arrow which never goes in
vain. Such is the Guru’s edict—

Refrain: Never goes in vain the

utterance of the holy.
gIaT - faggT 37 A< A,
A3t e §& §fam -2, 2.

Instantly did she go mad. She
started tearing her clothes and biting her
own self. This caused much distress and
trouble. Baba Amar Dass Ji arrived at the
Guru’s feet and assisted him in taking
bath. He himself also took bath. The sun
rose. Guru Sahib, who was omniscient,
knew everything about the miracle
wrought.

On that occasion, Guru Sahib said,
“Bring Baba Amar Dass Ji before us after
bathing him and dressing him in new
clothes.” The Guru’s command was
obeyed. When Guru Sahib removed
‘siropas’ from the head of Baba Amar
Dass Ji, they weighed five seers (one
seer= 900 grams), for whenever he got
one, he tied it on his head. This is what
is recorded in history.

So, on that occasion, Guru Sahib said,
“O man! tell us what happened at night.”

He said, “O Sovereign! you are
omniscient, what can I tell you?”

In the mean time, the weaver and his
wife together with many other persons
came and said, “O Sovereign! your
servant was carrying water, when he fell
into the ‘kumbhal’ (the weaver’s pit in
which he lowers his legs while weaving).
On hearing the noise, they (weaver and
his wife) asked who was there. At this,
these words escaped from his lips—"Mad
woman! he, who has a place in the
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Guru’s abode, how he Dbe

shelterless?”

Guru Sahib looked at him and said,
“Tell me truly what actually happened.”

can

He said, “O Sovereign! this is the
truth. I thought that it was some thief.
But she said—‘It is not a thief. It is
Amroo, who has no place. He has rest
and peace neither during the day, nor at
night. He is all the time wandering like
a mad man.”

When the weaver said this, Guru
Sahib appeared in full glory and majesty,
and said, “Well Amar Dass! what
happened?”

He said, “O Sovereign! she had
observed rightly because he, who has not
obtained the spiritual abode, is without a
shelter. O Sovereign! I have not attained
to the place where you abide. Therefore,
I have not obtained any place; I have not
attained any honour. So these words
escaped from my lips heedlessly for
which I beg forgiveness.”

Guru Sahib was pleased with his
humility. He stood up and took him
(Baba Amar Dass Ji) in his embrace. He
cast his gracious glance on him.

‘Saith Nanak: Blessed are they by the
Divine Glance gracious.” P.8

33 dadl defd a1 war - 8

Let me describe that state in the
following words. Holy congregation!
recite by halves.

Refrain: When the Guru cast his glance of
grace,
From iron I became a ruby.
- —e A, -
BJ I H &F J fapy -2, 2.

HT fiprd, 83 3 H && J fapar -2,

‘“Whoever with his ears to the Guru’s
teaching listens,

From mere glass to gold is transmuted.
Whoever the Name imparted by the Turu
Guru with his tongue has uttered,
From poison becomes ‘amrit’ (nectar).
By the True Guru’s glance of grace
From iron does he become a ruby.

Any one the Guru’s teaching
contemplating

From stone turns a jewel.

Such the True Guru from timber and fuel
into sandalwood turns,

Their suffering and penury gone.

One touching the True Guru’s feet,
Though a beast or a goblin,

A god-like being becomes.” P.1399

FOg 95 IemE AEE g A<l AIEE I
fay & g ga8, a7 AT i SiEmE i
BIC Ju€ &, Fefd AT Afe Tl
UTE HEd &9, [amis Iid afa§ stad i
a3 Hi¥s A3l av+E, ev efde 35 &
anfemT il

A3gIg g9 A& yafmT,
A Y Y39z Higsa sfenril Har- 1399
So, such strong thoughts and

emotions arose in Baba Amar Dass Ji.

By imparting him understanding of
the path to the Inaccessible Lord, Guru
Sahib revealed God to him and showed
Him present in every being. The whole
world appeared to him a manifestation of
the Lord. Thus Baba Amar Dass Ji had a
glimpse of that ‘Waheguru’ (God) who is
not visible to anybody’s eyes. Such is the
Guru's edict—

Refrain: Seen with the eyes have I that Lord,
Who is visible not to anyone.
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gaaT - Myt 3% 6, ey fEn -2, 2.
fAasT g5 a7 far & ferer -2, 2.

s 99 37 far & ferer
fmrfa€, ey fEmT,
M STHEG, ............. -2,

‘Devotees of God! Brethren!

Attend to this testament of God, the

True Guru (Preceptor).” P.87

gfg & A §&d A& et

Ifg Af3gra at fear At war - 87
What is the testimony? Listen—

‘This is enshrined in his heart by one

whose countenance is marked with

blessing in the primal Hour.

The Lord’s discourse, pure and noble,

Is by devotion tasted through the

Guru’s word.

Anyone tasting it is illumined, his

darkness of mind vanished,

As is the darkness of night drawn up by

the sun.” P.87

g gf7 3797 I< Wiy HASTX

f3fs Afs & foge anti

gig »hz a&r AgAe €3H

grg g9 AgA Tt

3T 3fem yary fHfenr witamar

A€ gaw afE faanti »lar - 87

Just as darkness is dispelled with
the rising of the sun, similarly, as soon
as Baba Amar Dass Ji came into Guru
Angad Sahib’s embrace, the darkness of
ignorance was removed from his mind,
and he obtained Divine light and
knowledge.

‘The God- instructed behold with their
eyes God—

Invisible, unencompassable, inaccessible
and immaculate.” P.87

wfere »arad ey [das

H ety granfa »at il war - 87

Seeing these with his eyes, he

declares —

‘O mine eyes, God has infused light in
ye.
Without the Lord, see ye not another,
therefore.
Save the Lord, see ye not any other.
The Merciful Master Lord alone is
worthy of beholding.
This poison-laden world, which ye
behold is the Lord’s manifestation.
God’s image alone is seen in it.” P.922
& 337 HIgd afg 3n HiT #fF gat
IfT faz meg & eyg J&til
Ifg G5 Mg & e4g et
&4l Jid [5T1&H Il
&7 afg ar gy J afg gy dedt mfemTi
Har - 922
Guru Sahib says—"We are seeing

‘Waheguru’ (God) with our eyes. It is this
splendour and glory that is manifest in
the whole world. He reveals Himself in
various hues and forms—

‘One and yet who seems many, and
enters into a myriad forms,
And plays His play, and then winds it
up, and becomes the One again.” Jaap
Sahib
8 HIlF MBI A Jls GU HAF |
4% 4% HeS 985 HT J 6T &1l
(7Y o)
Thus by meditating on the Name

Divine, what an exalted position did he
attain and he became the very image of
‘Waheguru’ (God)! Recite like this—

Refrain: O dear, by serving the True
Guru,
God’s slaves did become the very image

O dear, by serving the True Guru.
gaaT - fipd A, AT 9 AT 2.
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Jig A& gu gat er J arg -2, 2.
fpfa€, AeT aga Af3gg €t -2.
‘The Lord’s devotee or slave is made in
God’s own image—
Think not because of the human frame
that he is different:
Like waves of water rising in numerous

ways, in water is again water
absorbed.’

P.1076
Jfg ar Aeg 7 afg Advll
3T AT H'EH a7l
A€ A% 3dar @fa g7 3731
fefg B8 A8® mfeeri| »ar - 1076

Just as a wave rises in water and
then again mingles with water, similarly,
by making Baba Amar Dass Ji his own
image, Guru Sahib transformed him into
God. All troubles and torments are
annulled by meditating on God’s Name.
By rendering devotional service, man
gains honour both here and in God’s
Court. So, Guru Sahib says—

‘Now by entering your physical frame,
(Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth, P.1387)
I I HIT* gfE alT ya=g |
g @9 YU o dfg, »ar - 1387
O Amar Dass! now | have to enter
your body—

‘I have to accomplish special tasks in
the world.”

(Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth, P.1387)
g95 J" 7eT I farg Il

H 3T Y3 §IA IfF, #dr - 1387

Important tasks have to be done in

the world. Guru Nanak is within me and

now Guru Nanak is to come within you,

and you have to do very many important
tasks in the world.

‘So, pleased, have I made thee Guru
Nanak's image.’
(Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth, P.1387)
fefr yi& fea gu g7 |
H @9 Yo Fad dd, Hdr - 1387
Now you, Guru Nanak Sahib and I
have become one form and image.

‘Service of the True Guru has become
fruitful.” (Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth,
P.1387)
A3dIT AT AJS AeB |
H @19 YU HId dg, #dr - 1387
‘I seat thee in my place;

Pleased I am to confer Guruship on
thee.” (Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth,
P.1387)
H WS mAgs fasre |
g™ arel € geue
7l I3 Y3r g dfg, Har - 1387
I am now feeling greatly delighted to
bestow Guruship on you.

‘Let all the devotees hear
That he is now my form and image.’
(Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth, P.1387)
AT AT & €4 AamE]
feg AT »g gu Fafel
H @ YU FId dfF, Har - 1387
Now, don’t see any difference
between him and me. You made great
fun of him; you laughed at him; you
mocked at him. But he bore it calmly and
thus made himself perfect and
immaculate. Holy congregation! now time
does not permit to speak further. This is
the last discourse of this series.

I RCCOIROY .
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 83, issue Oct. 2012)

‘In the Lord, the Lord, the Lord of the world
was Namdev’s soul absorbed, so that the Dyer
worth half a farthing became worth lakhs.”
P.487
dgifge difge difde Afar 5Hee Ha BieTil
e & J BT IfEG BTYieT
Refrain: By meditating on the holy Name
did Nama (Namdev) worth half a
farthing become worth lakhs.
ggaT - 3H 7Y & B4 €7 T fori,
B™HT Mgt enal er -2, 2.
‘In the Lord, the Lord, the Lord of the world
was Namdev’s soul absorbed, so that the Dyer
worth half a farthing became worth lakhs.”
P.487
dgifge difge difde Afar 5Hee Ha BieTil
e & J BT IfEE BTYiET
Bank people fix our limit on the basis
of the land we own—your land is worth so
much; therefore, you can get fertilizer
worth Rs.10000 on credit. Similarly, those
who own huge properties, their bank limit
is fixed in lakhs. Similarly, Guru Sahib says
that Namdev’s economic worth was half a
farthing that is he was very poor. He made
his living by printing cloth; he was a
calico—printer. But when he meditated on
the Name Divine, then even India’s
Emperor Salem Shah, who suffered from
stomach —ache came to him humbly and
said — ‘Pardan me thou, O Hindu, I am thy
cow.” (P.1166) He stood before Namdev
with folded hands praying—‘O Hindu,
pardon, I am your cow.” Where was his
exalted position of emperor gone? A king
stood before a dyer worth half a farthing.
What was Kabir Sahib’s social status? A

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

poor weaver was he. But God Himself

came to perform his ‘yagya’ (sacrificial

ritual). So were all the saints—Namdev,

Ravidas and others, who practised Divine
Name meditation.

So, in this way, saints and holy men
know what the worth of the Name is. The
Name of God meditated even once is not
allowed to go waste. Guru Sahib tells us—
"Look —

‘He (King Janak) mortgaged his Name

meditation [with Dharamraja (the Righteous

Judge)] to liberate the sinners in hell (equal

thereto).

But (when weighed) the sinners were not even

a counter- weight to (the king’s) Name

meditation.

Liberated were all the denizens of hell and

severed were Yama's hard nooses round their

necks.” (Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/5)

gifae gfoms 8a 576

ymyT e a9 fEarmt

ytifar uy & yAat

Tl 378 MIB & IBHT

3999 g2 A 73
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By just one-time Name meditation,

King Janak emptied the hells which had
been getting filled with rank sinners for
millions and billions of years. Therefore,
the Name Divine is not something
ordinary; how potent and powerful is the
Name Divine! Guru Sahib said, “O
Mardana! the people of the world do not
know the value of the Name; they know
the worth of worldly things. If you want
to know the worth of the Name of God,
ask holy men, ask Kabir Sahib.”
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Once Kabir Sahib was not at home.
He had gone out somewhere. In his
absence, a Raja (king) came to his house.
He was suffering from leprosy; foul smell
was coming out of his body; the sores
were weeping; his clothes had become
dirty. In a pitiful voice, he said to Mata Loi
(Kabir Sahib’s wife), “Where is Kabir
Sahib?” She replied, “He has gone out and
will return after four-five days.”

He submitted, “Mother! I am in great
pain and suffering. Have mercy on me.”
She said, “That is done by Kabir Sahib
only. I haven’t done any such act of
kindness before.” He said, “No; you are in
no way less than him (in spiritual powers),
for you serve the holy all the time. Besides

you are the wife of a great saint like Kabir
Sahib.”

At last, she took pity on him, and said,
“Sit there in front and utter ‘Rama’ (God’s
Name).” He uttered ‘Rama’. She asked him
to utter ‘Rama’ (God’s Name) twice more,
which he did. Thereafter, she told him to
bathe and change his clothes.

The king went to bathe, and as he
bathed he was surprised to see that his
body was fully cured; it had become pure
like gold, without a blemish or sore on it.
Many persons have doubts about it. But let
me tell you that two-three such cures have
been affected here at Ratwara Sahib also.
After forty day recitation of Jap Ji Sahib as
prescribed, many devotees were cured of
their maladies and their bodies became
disease —free. There was a woman who
was cured. Similarly, there was a Singh
(Sikh man) from whose body, there was a
watery discharge. I told him-" You can’t do
anything. Go to the place where Singhs
take bath. Apply mud to your body.” He
was cured. After a couple of days, he

showed me his cured body and said that
P.G.I (Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Science and Research, Chandigarh) doctors
had held that there was no cure for his
malady.

A big officer, Deputy Air Marshal,
came to us with suspected cancer of the
mouth. I said to him, “Go to the trough
where devotees wash their feet. Do gargles
with that water.” He went to Gurudwara
Amb Sahib at Mohali. He said to Director
General of Police Mr. Chahal
accompanying him, “Baba Ji (Holy man)
has advised me to do gargle with the
water from the trough (where devotees
wash their feet), but I am going to drink
it.” He drank that muddy water. After
twenty days he came to me.

I asked, “How are you?”

He said, “Look! all marks from the
mouth have been removed. I perform ‘path’
(reading or recitation) of Jap Ji Sahib
daily.”

There is power in Name meditation or
recitation. Mata Loi came to be praised
everywhere. When Kabir Sahib returned
after 5-7 days, the whole city of Kashi was
agog with Mata Loi’s miraculous powers.
All repeated the same thing—‘Kabir Ji is
no doubt gifted with miraculous spiritual
powers, but Mata Loi is no less. Her
powers lay hidden. Blessed be Mata Loi!’
When Kabir Sahib returned, people greeted
him and said—‘Blessed art thou and
blessed too is Mata Loi!” When he met a
very close person, he asked why Mata Loi
was being praised. He said, “Sir! a Raja
(king) stricken with leprosy had come.
Mata Loi cured him by making him utter
‘Rama’ (God’s Name) thrice.” Kabir Sahib
got annoyed with her. He remarked, “So
ignorant?”
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He came back home. Holy men’s
anger is like a line or furrow on water,
while an apostate’s anger is like an etching
on stone, which does not disappear
throughout life. The holy men forget their
anger and annoyance. When he came
home, Mata Loi greeted him and tried to
hold his ‘kamandal’ (water vessel) and stick,
but he did not give them to her and
himself put them on the cot. She went
again to greet him, but he turned his back
on her. She was surprised at his conduct.
She wondered why he was annoyed, when
there was no cause. She went again to
him, but he again turned his back on her
very much like Guru Angad Dev’s turning
his back on Guru Amar Das. She requested
him, “At least, don't turn you face away
from me.”

‘Beloved, 1 am a sacrifice unto thee; turn thy
face my way.

Why torture me with turning away thy face?
P.484

g ewat yy &fg fpa il

ggez € H a8 a7 I8 H3 Il

‘The saw that cuts me asunder is more
pleasing to me than thy face turned away.’
P.484

JITF IBT & ggee Jatll

Cut me with this saw. If you cut me
with the saw, that is much better but I
cannot bear that you turn your face away
from me. I cannot tolerate your anger. Till
today, you have never been annoyed with
me. For me your annoyance is like death.
I cannot bear it—

‘The saw that cuts me asunder is more
pleasing to me than thy face turned away.
Listen to this my supplication: in thy embrace
close me.” P.484

JITF IBT & qg=C Jatll

&9 a1% §& faz3t Hatll

Earlier, you used to embrace me on
your return, but this time you disregarded

me. What fault have I committed? Please
turn your face towards me. My love for
you can never be breached. Even if I am
cut asunder with a saw, my love for you
will not decrease. Besides, no backbiter has
come between us, who might have spoken
ill of me.

‘Even if thou cut my body, 1 shall not turn

away my limb from thee.

Even though my body falls, 1 shall not break

my love with thee, even then.

Between me and thee, there is not another.

Thou art the same spouse and I the same wife.”

P.484

AE 35 giala »a & HIE Il

fiig u3 38 yifs & 33611

IJH IH gig 3feG Fat a&tl

gHfa g &3 &7a aw Aetil

Refrain: O Loi! beloved of Rama, cheaply have

you used Rama's Name.

Making the patient utter Rama thrice, Thou

didst cure him.

qaaT - BEE T funrale

3 TH ATHIT HfemT -2, 2.

3& &gt anr qa7 a

dail &r Jar gEfemT -2, 2.

BT o frraie,.............. -2.

FII 919 §5g I BT

me FHTT yT3ifT & Jetil

I am the same wife who puts the dust

of your feet on my brow. What has
happened that you are annoyed with me?
Why have you become so harsh and
indifferent towards me?”

Kabir Sahib said, “I am annoyed
with you. I had great love for you. But
that bond of love and faith has got broken.
Listen to me.”

“Says Kabir, hear O Loi, my wife,
Now no reliance can be placed in
thee.” P.484
JIF q9ig gad d &8t
Mg IHTT YT & detil
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I had faith: You keep the company of
the saints. Day and night you serve them,
scrub their utensils and wash their clothes.
You must have realised the value ot God's
Name. You must have come to know the
glory and greatness of the Name Divine.
What a wrong thing you have done!

She said, "Sir! kindly tell me the
wrong I have committed.

Kabir Sahib asked, “Didn’t you have
faith that by uttering ‘Rama’ (God’s Name)
once, the Raja’s affliction would be of
cured? Why did you make him utter God’s
Name thrice? Why did you take God’s
Name to be so cheap?

She said, “Revered sir! listen to me.
First, be cool and calm. Initially, I made
him utter ‘Rama’ (God’s Name) because—

‘The Guru’s Word destroys millions of
misdeeds.’ P.11§5
g & AgE ae afe aan |l

One suffers from an ailment or

affliction because —

‘By forgetting the Supreme Lord all ailments
do cling to man.” P.135

YTHAT 3 & femmufs Ag Garll
Sir! he committed thousands of sins
owing to which his body was stricken with
leprosy. So with the initial utterance of
God’s Name, I annulled all his sins, the
root cause of all maladies.

Second time, I made him utter ‘Rama’
(God’s Name) to cure him.

Kabir Sahib asked, “For what did you
make him utter God’s Name for the third
time?’

She replied, “With the third time
utterance of ‘Rama’ (God’s Name)' I
bestowed on him the ‘Gurmantar’ (the
Guru’s mystic chant or formula), so that he
might not get involved in sinful and evil

deeds again.”

So Guru Nanak Sahib said, “O
Mardana! just as Salas Rai, being a perfect
jeweller, knows the worth of the ruby,
similarly, precious things are judged and
evaluated by true appreciators and
connoisseurs.”

Therefore, if you want to know the
value or merit of the Name Divine, ask the
holy; ask Ravidas Ji, Kabir Sahib, Namdev
Ji. They know how great and precious
God’s Name is. The world does not know
the value of the Name. People think that
they are mere letters. In fact, they do not
know what God’s Name truly is, and from
whom and where this precious commodity
is obtained. When Salas Rai came, he too
said the same thing.

Guru Sahib said, “Salas Rai! you
yourself have many precious things, what
do you say about the ruby? What is a ruby?
It is just a stone.”

He said, “Reverend sir! I have nothing
else with me."

Guru Sahib said, “You have vital
breaths of which 24000 (breaths) you waste
daily. A single breath is so precious that—

‘If with a single mind, you meditate on the
Name for an instant, you will not fall into
the noose of death.’

g fe7 I fea fa& fanfe&

B &g d g9 5 HTEG Il

‘Instant” means a mere twinkling of
the eye. If man meditates on the Name
Divine just for this much, he does not fall
into Death’s noose. Ajamal was left with
just one breath, when he uttered God’s
Name and was thus liberated.

‘Ajamal the sinner known all the world over—
In a moment came his release.” P.632
HAHE YT AT 77

fony Wifa (A3 I
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‘At the last moment did Ajamal think of the
Divine Lord:

Thereby the state sought by supreme yogis in
a moment he attained.” P.902

HATHE J€ HI IF HiT

a9es ga Hret i

7t aIfg 98 HaHg §8F

A aIf3 8 Hia uretil

The state which the great yogis desire,
he attained by uttering God’s Name just
once. How did that happen? It was
because his son was named ‘Narayan’
(Lord God). A holy man had given this
name to Ajamal’s son—

‘For committing more sins did Ajamal go to
live with Kalawatani a prostitute.
After he became a renegade from the Guru
(Holy Preceptor),
Started he burning in the fire of sins and
apostasy.
Wasting his life, he rolled in the worries and
anxieties of the world ocean.’
(Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/20)
U3z HAHE Uy Jfd
Afe aBTIST € FfawTi
g 3 §yy Ifed
yn FHTE EIHIT efamT]
faggT AaH arefems
ITAS Held feger Sfanr|
What happened to him? He set out to
end his life. Ahead he met the holy man
who said: “Don’t act like this? You are
going to have the seventh son. Bring the
newborn to me; I shall give him the
name —

‘When he was blessed with the seventh son, he
was filled with the desire of getting him
christened in a place of worship.

He went to the abode of the Guru (Holy
Preceptor) who named the child ‘Narayan’
(God’s Name).” (Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/20)
yT Byat gt 576 gae & fafs GHfamTi

g emd mread

JaHfa 376 Farfee afanTi

He said, “Well! let us name him ‘Narayan.’
Continue calling out—‘Narayan, Narayan.'

When the hour of death came—

‘When his end, seeing Death’s myrmidons, he

started calling out his son- Narayan,

Narayan.” (Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 10/20)

HITH AHET Sfy

YT e 98 sfamri

Getting frightened, he called out his

son. Just a single breath was left. In that
breath did he gain light and understanding.
He became aware of ‘Waheguru’ (God). At
that moment, he called out his son, and his
mind went towards God. In this context,
the Guru’s edict is—

‘The sinful Ajamal out of love for his son,

uttered ‘Narayana’.

As his devotion pleased the Lord, Yama’s

(Death’s) minions were chastised and driven

off.” P.981

HAHE YT YT YfT aist

gfg s1gee §879 Il

HS &9 & Hfs Ffe g7eat Anaad HifT faem I

The utterance of God’s Name with a

single breath drove off Death’s myrmidons.
Does anybody know how extremely
valuable God’s Name is?

Guru Sahib said, “Salas Rai! bricks and
stones have no worth; the worth and value
is of the Name Divine abiding within
you—

‘The nine treasures and the Nectar are Lord’s
Name.

Within the human body itself is its seat.
There is deep meditation and melody of
celestial music there.

The wonder and marvel of it cannot be
narrated.” P.293

€ fafa Wiz yz a a4 Il

eat Hig fem ar faqm 1l

A6 AiACe AéOa a0 éA¢-

JI& & ATEl medd faAHTe |l

The Name Divine is lying within your
self. Meet the capable Guru. He will reveal
it to you. The Name Divine is not obtained
without the guidance of the perfect Guru
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(Holy Preceptor).”

‘The Name Divine, the commodity that thou
hast come into this world to purchase,
In the abode of God’s devotees is found.’

P.283
fAg svT a@ &5 F wifewril
aH Y HIE wid urfemil
What price has to be paid for this
commodity? Guru Sahib says--
‘Renounce self-conceit, weigh the Lord’s Name
within thy mind, and purchase it with thy
soul.” P.283
I HISH'S BT HE RIS II
g Y fage HiT 311
Therefore, continue reciting ‘Ram-
Ram- Ram’, ‘Waheguru- Waheguru’ , the
Name Divine bestowed upon you by the
‘Five Beloved ones’ in accordance with the
practice of the Guru’s Abode as started by
the Tenth Sovereign Guru, which is
excellent. Guru Granth Sahib is an
embodiment of the Perfect Divine Light.
According to Tenth Guru Sahib, when five
Singhs collectively offer ‘ardas’ (prayer)
with perfect concentration of mind in the
august presence of Guru Granth Sahib, I
will enter them. Has the Guru Sahib gone
anywhere? He is very much here with us.
Guru Sahib says, “I take care of my
followers, the khalsa. I have entrusted you
to the Five Beloved ones, because in the
Kalyuga (Age of evil and darkness), if each
one individually has 20% spirituality, the
‘Five’ shall possess perfect (100%)
spirituality. I shall act through them. Your
job is to obey the Five Beloved ones; the
rest is my work. I shall act through them."
So Five Beloved ones collectively declare—
This is the ‘Gur mantar’ and this, the ‘mool
mantra’. Such is the practice and tradition
of the Guru’s abode. We do not tell others
to abide by it. We say—‘Brothers! follow
which ever path you like. But don’t sit
idle, because our Guru says—

‘O Lord, the world is on fire,

Showering thy benediction save it Thou.

Through whichever way it can be delivered,

deliver it that wise. P.853

AGTg ABET afy & wryet faeuT af i

fag ewrd @99 33 87 €T

O God! save the world through

whatever portal it passes. If a person comes
as a votary of Islam, see him through; if a
man comes after keeping the company of
some holy man, let him pass; if he comes
as a believer in Christianity, then too, let
him he saved. Show Thy grace to all and
save them. Wishing universal welfare, he
tells us also to pray truly and sincerely —

‘Through Nanak, may Thy Name, O God,
be exalted,

And may all prosper by thy grace.

Wish well to all, even to the enemies.
In the first place, there is no enemy; our
own deeds become our enemies. So such is
the ‘maryada’ (practice and tradition) found
in the Guru’s abode. The rest is that
everybody knows his own computation.
The Name Divine is obtained not without
the Guru (Holy Preceptor) and his
guidance and instruction. So in our faith,
the practice of administering ‘amrit’
(baptismal nectar) is not meant to increase
the numbers; it is meant to plant the
Name-sapling in the devotee’s heart. It
takes roots if he deserves. If there is no
proper land, or the land is barren, the
Name-seedling does not take roots—
‘All repeat God’s Name:
Mere utterance brings not attainment of God:
Should God (God’s Name) by the Guru’s (Holy
Preceptor’s) grace in the mind be lodged, one
may have the fruit or reward.’
P.491
IH TH AT & a9 o g & afe i
grg ygHEt Ty HIE SR 3T e ue afell
1t is then that the devotee gathers fruit.
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So, in this way, did Guru Sahib
instruct Salas Rai, and Mardana too.

Bhai Manjh came into the refuge of
tifth Guru Sahib at his lotus feet. He gave
up the holy man and decided —'I won't go
to Nagaha in future; I won't go to Sarwar.
I have come to the place where I was
destined to come; I have heard and
understood what I had to. Now I have
realized that my life, my very human birth
was going waste.' So, at that juncture, he
came to Guru Sahib and prayed to him—
'O Lord! make me the servant at thy feet.

Guru Sahib asked, “Till now where was your
faith centred?”

He said, “My faith was in Mahmud,
who is called sarwaria (a follower of Sakhi
Sarwar, a Muslim holy man).” Guru Sahib
said, “In that case it will be very difficult.
You cannot swim across (the world ocean)
in two boats. You have to imbibe faith in
the Guru. Pulling out from there (Sakhi
Sarwar), you will have to align yourself
here with the Guru’s abode. And besides
you are a Chaudhri (head man of a village
or villages).”

He said, “Yes sir! I am the chief of
several villages. I am their Jathedar (Group
leader) too, and every time, I lead groups
of devotees to Sakhi Sarwar.”

Guru Sahib observed, “Then dear! you
wish to cross a very difficult valley. It is
very difficult indeed. For this, you will
have to erase yourself, your existence
completely. All previous habits and
practices, you will have to give up; you
will have to wash yourself of them. You
have come into a difficult valley, and this
game of spiritual love is not an easy one;
it is very difficult.”

Refrain: Thy head you have to place on thy
palm,

For difficult is the game of love.
g9 - HiF 381 3 gIaT UE,

wdt 85 yn et -2, 2.

AR 38t 3 geaT 4e,.... -2
‘If thou yearnest to play the game love, step
on to my path, with thy head placed on the
palm of thy hand.
And, once thou settest thy feet on this Path,
then lay down thy head and mind not public
opnion.” P.1412
A€ 36 gn gBe ar TE i
fag afg 38t arst Hat e Il
feg wafar Ug gaid i
frag elf afe & at i
‘Accept thou death first, abandon the hope of

life, and be the dust of the feet of all, then
alone come thou to me.' P.1102

ufaBT Hag TYIG Alee at 815 Wr Il
Jg nFaT at gEar 3¢ H& aa wf il

Guru Sahib said, “Brother Gurmukh
(Guru-ward), you have asked for the most
precious thing in the world. It is not that
simple and easy to tread on the path of
spirituality. For this, you will have to place
your head on the palm of your hand, that
is, be ready to sacrifice your life. But, first,
you are a ‘Chaudhri’ (Head man of a village
or villages), and then secondly, Jathedar
(Group leader) of the devotees visiting the
‘Pir’ (Muslim holy man). Do you have any
idea- 'How much opposition you will have
to face from your friends and companions?
How much difficulty you will face in your
brotherhoud? It will become very difficult
for you. First prepare yourself for this and
become worthy and deserving. Then
should you come to me. For that, first thing
is that you should go back home. Demolish
the place of worship where you light
lamps on every Thursday. If you are able
to face the opposition of your companions
on this issue, then come to me.”

So, holy congregation! this is how the
attainment of the invaluable Name Divine
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is not a simple and easy task. Time does
not permit further discourse on the subject.

Chapter 11

Khalsa is God’s own army

(Baisakhi and the creation of the
Khalsa)

‘How in Baisakh may the abandoned wives
(image for the seeker) be consoled, who in
separation of love are in torment?
Disregarding or forgetting the true Beloved,
the Lord,

To Maya are they attached.

Progeny, wife, wealth - nothing with man
shall last,

But only the Lord immortal.

All creation, in false concerns and illusions
is involved,

And towards destruction moving.

Those bereft of devotion to the Lord’s sole
Name,

In the Hereafter are robbed:

In being unmindful of the Lord lies ignominy

Pure is the repute of such as to the feet of the
Beloved in devotion are attached.

Nanak thus supplicates the Lord:

Pray grant union with Thyself: annul
separation.

Happy is Baisakh made by union with the
Lord’s devotees.”

P. 133-134

Sty gidfs fa€ eehn

AaT Y fesd il

IfT A Yy ferfa &

&It Hifem™ Gg i
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UBfa uSfa AaTBT Wet 95 44 AT Il

feaw afg & &7 fas

nigt sEbHfeT i Il
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334 at Y7 9531
YF H&T yauls afe i

Revered  saintly  congregation!
concentrate your mind. Loud be thy
utterance - ‘True and Supreme is God’s
Name.” Getting free from worldly tasks,
you have come on the great day of
Baisakhi, when an event of great import
took place in the history of India and the
world. It is not an ordinary day. People
spend thousands on an individual's
birthday, invite prominent singers and
artists. Today is both ‘Sangrand’ (First day
of the Indian Solar month) and the birth
anniversary of the Guru Khalsa. On this
day, a great event was wrought in India’s
history. The memory of this great event
shall live in the minds and hearts of the
people as long as the world lasts. While
Baisakh (April-May) is the first month of
the solar year, it is the second in the lunar
year which begins with the month of Chet
(March-April). Guru Sahib has described
this month in two ways. To some, it
appears to be very pleasing and full of
joys, while in the hearts of some, there is
sadness and sorrow. In this month, the
crops become ripe and the koel (Indian
cuckoo) starts singing. The season changes.
The blood in the veins starts melting and
becomes thin. The farmers start hoping
that now their economic condition will
improve and they will be able to meet
their expenses. May God bless them with
rich and ripe crops! They look towards the
sky praying - ‘O God! for the time being,
keep the clouds away. It is your creatures
who are to eat the foodgrains. Be kind and
let us gather our crops.” At that time, a
wave of joy and gratitude rises in man’s
heart. He dances with joy. There is greater
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movement and activity in him. So, Guru
Sahib has described both the states. One
are those, who become sad in this month,
while others are those who are filled with
joy. Sad are those who get separated from
their Beloved (Lord); they do not achieve
union with Him. They who are inspired
with love for God, have joy in their hearts.
About them Guru Sahib writes - “The
month of Baisakh is pleasing and beautiful if
one continues enjoying the company of the
holy.”

‘How in Baisakh may the abandoned or

separated wives be consoled, who in
sepumtzon of love are in torment?”  P. 133

Sy giafes f3€ sebnT faaT Qi fasa il
Guru Sahib says - ‘How can those
persons find comfort and consolation who
are separated from God?

‘Disregarding or forgetting the true Beloved,

the Lord,

To Maya (material riches) are they attached.”

P. 133

IfT A Yoy ferfa &

&Il Hfew™ gg i

They have forgotten that Master, who

is the bestower and nurturer of all, who
has given them mother and father, a
beautiful home and excellent health. They
have become oblivious of Him.

As a result -

‘Progeny, wife, wealth - nothing with man
shall last;
But only the Lord immortal.’

YT IBF & HioT a&T afd MieEH 6 1!
Neither while departing from the
world, nor while living in this world, all
friends and relatives do not stand by man.
They abandon him in the course of his
worldly sojourn. Guru Sahib says that
neither wealth nor man’s kith and kin

P. 133

accompany him to the world hereafter. It
is God’s Name that accompanies him -

‘All creation in false concerns and illusions is
involved,
And towards destruction moving.” P. 133

uBfT uBfe AoTst HEl 3 40 T Il
It is not a few who get destroyed in
this manner, but the entire world suffers
the same fate. Man continues suffering in
this manner through numerous births and
deaths. In the circle of birth and death does
man continue wandering -

‘Those bereft of devotion to the Lord’s sole
Name,

In the Hereufter are robbed !

feam afg & &7 fag waT SEPHfT GfT Il

Nothing else except the Name Divine
goes with man to the other world.

P. 133

‘Ritual actions and poses of piety that you

behold, them plunders Yama, the tax-gatherer.’

p. 747

T GoH U {7 el

55 my TSt e il

Death’s messengers loot them on the

way itself, because it is so written that
when this ‘jeev’ (soul, sentient being) goes
to the other world, he has to go through
21 ‘puris’ (cities) before he is presented to
the Dharamraj (Righteous Judge). Just as
toll tax is imposed on travllers as they
move from one city to the other, similarly,
he has to pay tax as he moves from one
‘puri’ to another. He has to pay this tax in
the form of ritual actions and deeds of
piety performed by him during his stay in
the world. Then, Guru Sahib says that it is
a very fearful path -

‘O my soul! on that path where neither mother,

father, progeny, friend or brother accompanies

thee,

The Lord’s Name alone shall thy helper be.
There, where terrible minions of Yama will
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oppress thee,

The Name Divine alone shall thy companion
be.

There, where unbearable hardships shall befall,
The Name Divine in an instant shall relieve

thee.” P. 264

AT H'F U3 g3 Iz & 378t 11

H& @ar a0 33 Hfr AaTEt Il

AT HI™ 3fenes €F AH & I

ST d=& 37 Afor 33 88 11

AT HAIS J< HfF Fatll

alg & 3 fas Hifa @arati

When man has to travel on such a

difficult path, he suffers agony.

‘On the path darkened by terrible blinding
darkness...." P. 264
AT 43 Ha™ »fa graaT i
They (Death’s minions) ask - ‘Have
you performed any deeds of piety or given
charities?” Man thinks of the charitable and
virtuous deeds performed, and accordingly,
they brighten the path up to a certain
distance. Many persons are sceptic about
the tales told about the world hereafter.
They wonder: Are the holy men’s accounts
of the other world and the difficult and
dark path leading to it true or false? Are
these designed simply to frighten us?’ First
of all, you should know that whatever is
recorded in ‘Gurbani’ is perfectly true.
Secondly, this ‘bani” (speech or utterance)
has come from the Timeless One, God.

‘As the Word of the Lord comes to me, so do
I utter, O Lalo.” P. 722
AAt B wre umy &t et
IraT a9t forws & &5 1l
Guru Sahib himself is telling us -
‘Such dark and difficult paths will you
have to tread on your journey to the other
world. Listen to the discourses of saints
and holy men and set aright your stay in
the world hereafter, otherwise you will be
in great difficulty and suffer terribly.’

According to them, these things are very
much there.

Once Bibi Ji (Sant Ji's revered wife)
was going to Gurdwara Sahib, Sector 34,
Chandigarh. On the way, she met a
woman. She too lived in our
neighbourhood. She carried small bundles
of flour, pulses, salt, chilli powder etc. Your
‘Bibi Ji’ (Sant Ji's wife) said - “Sister! why
are you carrying so many bundles?” She
said, “If you want to listen to the entire
account, then sit down.” There was green
grass there. They sat on it. She said - “I
had died. When Death’s minions were
taking me away to the other world, there
came a way where I felt very thirsty. I was
virtually dying of thirst. I said - ‘Brothers!
kindly give me water to drink.” These
agents of Death were kind and gentle.
They were not the type who take away
beating and dragging the human souls who
have sinned in the world, caused pain to
others, usurped other persons’ properties,
spoken ill of others and harmed them.
Such persons depart weeping and crying -

‘In this alien wilderness, there is tumult and
confusion and shrieks resound along the path.”
P. 520
1T 573 JHA GHR Far yeb4T gatil
The other type are those who lead a
life of piety and rectitude. They have done
no harm to anyone. They live on their
honest earnings, but have not made any
spiritual achievement with which may be
set aright their stay in the world hereafter.
Guides come to take them away. They go
easily and comfortably with the guides
telling them the path, but they have
nothing to give or grant. She (the woman)
said, “Brothers! I am feeling very thirsty.
Give me water to drink. Water came, but
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whichever vessel (of water) I touched
became dry. I said, “Brother! what is all
this which is happening? Whichever vessel
I touch becomes dry.” They said, “Listen!
you are not moving about in the material
world. You are traversing the journey to
the other world. Here -
‘Nanak, in the next world, that alone is
received, which one gives (to the needy) from
his earnings and toil.’ P. 472
BB waT i e fir 4w Efe
In the hereafter, you will receive only
that which you have gathered from your
honest work. Did you ever offer water to
a thirsty man.” She said - “No brothers. I
never quenched anybody’s thirst.” They
said - ‘Therefore, you will not receive any
water here.” She said - “In the meantime,
I felt hungry.” Trays of food came at once.
But whichever tray I tried to hold rose
higher. I said - “Trays are not coming into
my hands.” They said, “Sister! did you ever
serve food to a hungry person?” She
replied in the negative. At this they said,
“Then don’t expect anything here. You will
receive here only what you have sown in
the world. It will multiply hundred-fold.”
Thereafter, she was presented before the
Righteous Judge. He said, “You have
brought a wrong woman. You have to
bring another woman with the same
name, who lives in her neighbourhood.”
She said, “So they left me back here when
my body was lying on the hearse. My
hands and feet started moving. My kith
and kin remarked - ‘Look! she has come
back to life.” They were happy that I had
revived.” I said, “It is they (Death’s agents)
who have left me back here. the woman
living in the house behind ours has the
same name as mine. They left to take her

away. After a short while, they were
surprised to hear wailing and weeping
from that house.”

She further said, “At this, I was
convinced that what had happened to me
was neither a dream nor a state of
unconsciousness. It was perfectly true
because I had come back to life while the
other woman had died. What other proof
can there be about the existence of the
other world. Sister! since then I have
started bringing food articles to the
gurdwara - pulses, sugar, salt, chillies etc.
because there (in the other world) you
receive only what you have sown in this
world. Nothing is obtained there without
sowing here.

‘Nanak, in the next world, that alone is
received, which one gives (to the needy) from
his earnings and toil.” P. 472
ST el 7 S 7 4& urs efe i

Man receives only what he offers from
his honest earnings, and nothing else.

So, Guru Sahib says that when we go
on this path to the world hereafter, then -

‘Those bereft of devotion to the Lord’s sole

Name,

In the Hereafter are robbed.’

feaw afg & a7 a3 Mot BEPHIT GiT 11

If the ‘jeev’ (man, soul) has the capital

of God’s Name, he will reach his goal,
otherwise, he will be robbed of all ritual
actions and poses of piety.

P. 135

‘In being unmindful of the Lord lies ignominy

Other than the Lord no other help is for man.’
P. 133
a9 ferfa fegreeT
Y7 g meg & arell
By forgetting God, one is bound to
suffer disrepute. There is none other than
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the Lord who can help him.

‘Pure is the repute of such as to the feet of the
Beloved in devotion are attached.”  P. 133
ylaw gaet # &ar 35 at fsans AfE il
Those who are aligned with the
Guru’s feet and become attached in
devotion are saved. Those who only
formally pay obeisance to the Guru do not
come to belong to him.

He, who receives the ‘Gur-mantar’
(initiatory chant) from the Guru comes to
belong to him. And this ‘mantar’ (chant, or
formula) is received after partaking of
‘amrit’ (baptismal nectar). Therefore, those
who become attached to the Guru in
devotion, are able to reach up to God.

‘Nanak thus supplicates the Lord:
Pray grant union with Thyself: annul
separation.’ P. 134

334 a1 9331 YF BT uanfz Jre il

‘Happy is Baisakh made by union with the
Eord’s devote'es.’a P. 134
SHY HJ'TT 3T &dl
AT g 3 af7 Al
If one obtains the company of the
holy, then this month [of Baisakh - (April
- May)] is excellent. Today is the first day
of Baisakh. In this month have occurred
important events in India’s history. When
Sovereign Guru Nanak Sahib saw that the
entire world was burning, there was
blinding darkness all around and people
were fighting among themselves, he took
the first step out of his home to reform
mankind. His two sons clung to his legs
requesting him not to leave home. Tears
flowed from the eyes of mother Sulakhni.
She asked - “Where are you going? For
how long are you going? You are saying
only one thing that you are going in
obedience to the command of the Timeless

One, God. Give some information atleast
about your probable whereabouts. Make
some arrangements about these children’s
upbringing; how will I bring them up?
How will I stay with my parents? How
long will I remain a burden on Babey
Nanaki? Think about your children; all the
people of the world think about their wife
and children, while you are going away by
turning your back upon them.” Guru Sahib
said, “Simple woman! you are concerned
about these two children who are weeping.
Millions of world’s children are weeping
and marching towards hell. The noose of
repeated births and deaths is put round
their neck. They are suffering in darkness.
These are only two who are weeping,
while others are weeping in thousands and
lakhs. I am hearing their weeping and
wailing too. The tears of my children too
are scalding my legs. Now tell me -
should I go for others or not?”

At that moment, disregarding family
ties and attachments, Guru Nanak Sahib
took the first step for the salvation of
suffering mankind. Having taken that step,
Guru Sahib returned after twelve years.
There was no news at home where he
went and how much he travelled. He
travelled far and wide.

Secondly, on this very day, the ‘karh’
(hard layer of earth or rock one comes
across during digging of a well) of
Goindwal Sahib’s ‘baoli” (well with steps
leading down to water level) was broken
or dug through by a Gursikh who had got
the title of a ‘marjivara’ (ready to lay down
his life for a cause). Guru Sahib said, “The
hard layer of earth will no doubt be dug
through but the water will rush with such
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force that the man breaking the earth’s
surface would not survive.” As this Gursikh
started breaking the earth’s surface of
gravel, water gushed out with such force
that he was drowned. On one hand, there
were celebrations, while on the other hand,
there was wailing and lamentation that
the Gursikh had been drowned. His body
was brought before Guru Sahib, who said
- ‘Brothers! he is a ‘marjivara’ (one ready
to sacrifice one’s life for a cause). Now he
will live his life as one belonging to the
Guru’s abode.”

It was again on this day that the
pilgrim centre of ‘Amrit sarovar’ (Pool of
nectar) was revealed when Bibi Rajni (who
carried her leper husband in a basket on
her head) put down the basket under the
‘Dukhbhajnani Beri’ (berry tree) and herself
went to the city to arrange food for her
husband. When she returned, she was
surprised to see her husband missing. She
wondered where he had gone. On the
other hand, when she was away to the
city, her husband witnessed the miracle of
crows bathing in the pond and getting
transformed into swans. He thought that
the water of the pool possessed miraculous
powers. He thought - ‘Let me dip a limb
of mine into it and see if it cures my
affliction too.” When he dipped his hand, it
was cured. Similarly, when he dipped his
leg, it was also cured of leprosy. Both his
legs were cured. He jumped into the pool
and kept bathing. However, with one
hand, he kept holding something outside.
When his wife returned, she raised a hue
and cry that he had killed her husband. He
said, “I haven't killed your husband. This
water possesses some miraculous power. I

bathed in it and as a result, my body has
become pure like gold.” The matter came
to be reported to Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib
came and asked him to dip his remaining
hand into the pool. When he dipped his
hand, it was cured. In this manner, ‘Amrit
sarovar’ (Pool of nectar) came to be
revealed on this day of Baisakhi.

Eighth Guru Sahib was ready to give
up the mortal frame in Delhi. The entire
congregation prayed - “O Sovereign! when
earlier Guru’s gave up their mortal bodies,
they entrusted the guidance and care of the
devotees to their successor Guru. Kindly
tell us where we should go for spiritual
guidance. Taking up a coconut in his hand,
Guru Sahib turned it thrice towards
Punjab, and handed it over to the devotees
saying - ‘Baba Bakalay’. He gave the hint -
‘He who is to assume the Guruship, is
related to me as my grandfather.” Twenty
one persons emerged as claimants to
Guruship. By performing the miracle of
‘Guru laadho rey’ (I have found the Guru),
Makhan Shah Lobana revealed the Ninth
Guru Sahib.

On this very day, a great tragedy
happened in the Punjab. A large number
of people assembled in Jallianwala Bagh,
Amritsar to demand freedom. The Police
fired 1620 shells on them. There is no
count of how many were killed there.
Some put the number of the dead at 300,
some at 350, and some say that 500 persons
were wounded. It was a huge ground. It
being Baisakhi, many persons from the
villages had come there. They were killed
in indiscriminate firing by the Police.

(... to be continued)
Tees A =
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